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24th January, 17&6. 



"N the twenty-fourth of January, 1786, the King went, 
jit three o' clock, in the ufual ftate, to the Houfe of Lprds, 
when Sir Francis Mqlyneux, Knight, (Qentleman Ufher of 
the Black Rod), was ordered to fignify tp th^ Commons the 
royal command that they fhould attend at . the b^. The 
Commons accordingly appearing. His Majefty made tfee fol- ' 
lowing fpeech : ' . , 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" Since I laft met you in Parliament, thedifputes .whichj 
** appeared to threaten an interruption to the tranquillity 
^* of Europe have been brought to an amicable coriclufion ; 
'^ and Lcontinue to receive from foreign powers the ftrong- 
*^ eft affurance's of their friendly dilpoution towards this 
f^ country. 

*^ At home, my fubjefts experience the growing bleffings 
** of peace, in the extenfion of trnde, the improvement of 
*^ the revenue, and increafe of the public credit of the na- 
. « tion. 
• V0L.XIX. B ^^^^x. 



e PARLIAMENTARY A. 1786. 

<* For the ferther advancement of thofe important objed^s, 
<^ I rely on the continuance of that zeal and induftry which 
<^ you manifeftcd in the laft feflion of P^rhament. 

<^ The refolutions which ybu laid before me, as the baCs 
** of an adjuftment of the commercial intercourfe between 
<^ Great Britain and Ireland, have ^>een, by my diredion, re- 
<* commended to the Parliament of that kingdom; but no 
** eiFedual ftep has hitherto been taken thereupon, which 
*« can enable you to miake any farther progrfefs in that^ falu-' 
^< tarywork.** 

^^ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. 

<^ I have ordered the eilimates ior the prefent year to be 
«^ laid before you : it is my earneft wifh to enforce oeconomy 
" in every jjepartment, a^d you will, I am perfuaded, be 
*^ equally ready to make fuch provilion as may be neceflary 
<^ for the public fervice, and particularly for maintaining our 
<' naval ftrength on the morft fecure and refpedable footing. 
<< — Above all, Jet me recommend to you the eftablifhment 
♦« of a fixed plan for the tedudlioh df the national debt. The 
^^ flourilhing ftate of the revenue will, I trull, enable. you 
^< to ciFe<^ this important niieafu;:e, with Uttfc addition to 
** the public burdens." ' ■• 

*' My Lords ^nd Gentlemen, 

<* The vigour and refources of the country, fo fully ma- 
<* nifefted in its prefent fituation, will encoiirage you inr c'oh- 
*^ tinning to give your utmoft attention to every objeft of, 
<* national concern ; particularly to the confideration of fuch 
** meafures as maybe neceflary in order to give farther fecu- 
<' rity to the revenue, and to promote and extend, as far as 
^^ poffible, the trade and general induftry of my fubjefts." * • 

The Speaker and the Members having returned to theiu 
own Houfe, the former begged leave to acquaint them that, 
f in purfuance of the Aft of Parliament, vefting him with 

certain powers, he had, during the recefs, iflued his warrants 
to the Clerk of the Crown to make out new writs for the 
cleiSlion of feprefentatives for feats vacjited in Parliament, 
cither by deceafe or other caufes. 

Several new Members now took the ufual oaths. 

The Speaker next read (as a matter of form, and^ in proof 
of the long-eftabliftied right of the Commons to difcufs 
what points they chofe to introduce, even previoufly to their 
confideration of the fpeech from the throne), the title of a 
bill for the more efFedlual prevention of clandeftine out- 
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At length, the King's Speech having been read from the 
chair, 

Mr. John Smyth (the ^Jembe^ For Pontefrad) faid, that the Mr. John 
' pleafure with which he rofe for the purpofe of n\aving an ad- Smyth, 
drefs of thanks to His Majefty, for the gracious fpeech 
which he had been pleafed to deliver from the throne, was 
enhanced by tlie convi£bion that it flood, in every paflage, fo 
totally fecure from all juftifiable objeilions, as to eftablifli 
the fulleft claim to the una;iimous approbation of the Houfe, 
Under this idea, he fhould have felt it highly proper to leave 
the addrefs, which he defigned to take the liberty of pro- 
pofing, ftanding upon the firm bafis of its own merits, 
did not the refpeft due to thofe in the prefence of whom 
he had the honoucof fpeakine, call upon him, in fome mea- 
fure, to defcribe the motive for his rifing. He fhould have 
felt a diflSculty in remaining filent, while imprefTed with the 
opinion that the fentimehts delivered from the throne mufl 
deeply afFeft the feelings of all Englifl^men, who, placing a 
i:ight value upon their mutual enjoyments and advantages, as . 
fellow- fubje^s, were anxious fof the moft extended increafe 
of the happihefs and the glory of the Britifh empire. Nor 
could he, upon this occafion, fuppofe that every Member of 
the Houfe was not eager to participate with him in his joy 
^t hearing the confirmation of the calmefl exiftence of peace ' 

throughout the flates of Europe ; and of the amicable dif- 
pofition with which tha foreign powers feemed glad to turn 
their general attention to Great Britain. Attachments of 
this valuable kind from the furl-ounding nations, might be 
confidered as the forerunners of bleffings yet to iiTue from the 
ihtrodudlion of jpeace ; as the promifers of a flill more ex* 
tended and rapidly-accumulating commerce; as the earnefl 
of the invigorated flate and augmentation of the revenue; 
an4 as the harbinger of the firm eflablifhment and affluent 
increafe of public credit. Even in the example wherein fuc- 
cefs had not totally kept pace with natural expedations, 
though the commercial intercourfe with Ireland was not yet 
Jettled upon the liberal and equitable plan which was com- 
pleted in the lafl feflion, the majority of the Houfe were 
not deftitute of the comforting recolkftion that they had 
followed up all poffible expedpients to demonflrate the affec- 
tionate liberality of tlieir attachment to a fitter- country, and 
their anxious defire to throw open to her an unequivocal 
participation of every commercial benefit vvith Great Bri- 
tain ; a participation of which the leading objeA was to pre- 
serve inviolate the rights of either kingdom. Senfible that, 
from our naval flrength, the firfl and mofl irrefiflible palla- 
dium of our country would certainly arvfe, Vv'^ c^>q\.^ tv^v 
ivoid turning with the moft "heatl fe\x ^;a\^^^SdoTv v:*^'^ 

B 2, ^'^^^'i^ 
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jMagii m tfe fpetth from flwthrone which fo expreffively 
recommeadetd the maintenance of a pawerfiil marine efta- 
bliffimeiit, becaufe he confrJeredf it (and he way fure that 
the Houfe would coincide with him' in this opinion) as a ■ 
circumflance which muft occafion rival nations to feel ai 
pfoper aw€i, ahd to offer us, for their oWn fake, every due' 
trib(?te of fefpeil. He fcarcely felt it n.cedful to declare that 
thie fixed plan for the reduxElion of the national d6bt Was 
tho^oijghly ift titled to an immediate, ftrenuous, and effe&ual 
adoption ; and the rather as the moff flatteririg profpedls of 
lowering it to a' fum much lefs confiderable were now in 
view, whilft coriJmerce, vigorous in' itk revival, was feen to 
^ourifh through a variety of highly profitable and extenfive 
channels. Under thefe driunEtilances, the Minifler who 
coUld furamoh up the yirtuo^ and truly politic intrepidity 
to conceive and fully execute a\ plaw foi^ lefiening, in a great 
degree, the amotifht of thof&millrons which the country owed, 
muft deferve, and ought, certainly, to receive the counte- . 
nance and approbation of his Sovereign and of his fellow ^ 
fubjefts. His chief aids, in this important, this patriot ie 
jh6afure, ifiuft unavoidably conne£l themfelves with the 
finking-fund : and, fureJy, th^ People would n^ver murmur 
at the fli^htiy-ihcreafing impofitions of fome moderate and 
equitable taxes, whtri they difcovered that it led, unerringly 
and rapidly, to the attainment of fo defirable an objedt. 

Mr. Smyth now concluded with obferving- that he Ihould 
no longer trefpafis upon the patience of the Houfe than by 
moving, 

" That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 
^* to return His Majefty our moft humble thanks for his 
<^ moft gracious fpfeech from the throne : 

" To exprefs our fatisfadlion that the difputes which ap- 
** peared to threaten an interruption to tht tranquillity of 
** Europe have been brought to an amicable coriclufion^ 
" and, that His Majefty continues to receive from foreign 
** powers the ftrongeft durances of their friendly difpofi- 
^< tibn. toward this country : 

** To aflure His Majefty, that we are deeply fenfiblfe of 
** the bleffiftgs which we experience from the enjoyment of 
** peace, in the extenfion of trade, the improvement of the 
*^ revenue, and the increafe of the public credit of the na- 
*^ tion ; and that His Majefty may rely on the utmoft exer- 
^* tion of 6ur'z6al and ihduftry for the farther advancement 
*^ of thefc important objefts. 

<^ That, in order to promote, as fiir as in us lie, the com- 
** mon irtterefts of all His Majefty's fubjefts, we humbly . 
*• laid before His Majefty, in the laft feffion of Parliament, 
^^ feveral reiblutions, as die baJi^ ol an a^yx^tsv^tsx. oS. >jRr 



<* Commerdal intercptirfe bet^efe'S" Great Britain and tre^ 
" land; but that, as no effcSuatftep has hitherto l>e6ii takeil 
*^ therieupon by the Parliamieht' of that kingdom, we do not 
*^ find ourfelves at ptefent enabled to iilake any farther pro- 
*^ greft in that falutary work : 

** To exprefs our gratitude for His Majfefiy's gracious af- 
" furances of His earneft wifli to enforce ocCoriomy in every 
*^ department ; and our rcadinefs, at all times, to make fucn 
** provifion as may be neceffary for every branch of theJ 
** public fervice, particularly lor maintaining the naval 
** ftrength of thefe kingdoms on the moft fecure and re-- 
*' fpe<Sable footing : That, as we are fully imprefled with 
" the neceflity of eftablilliing a fixed plan for the reduftion 
** of the national debt, we (hall ^ofe no time in entering 
*/ on that important confideration; and that it will afford 
** us the moll folid fatisfadliori to find that this mofi de^ 
** firable objedl may be attained with little addition to the 
^^ public burdens : 

** That the vigour arid refources of the Country fo happily 
** manifefled in our prefent fituation niuft give encourage-' 
" ment and confidence to all His Majefty's fubje£ls ; and can- 
*^ not fail to animate our exertions in endeavouring, by a. 
" cbntiriued attention to the fee urity of the revenue, and 
*' the extenfion of trade, to confirm and improve the in- 
** dreafirig profperity of the empire." . 

Mr. Mdin^loHy feconding the addrefs, remarked, that h^did Mr. A<i- 
hot entertain a doubt but that the Houfe would urianimoufly ^^"^^^^ 
receive the motion of his honourable friend ; aware of the 
impropHety of objefling to return their moft- grateful thanks 
for a fpeech in which His Majefty had been gracioully pleafcd 
to affure them of the continuance of their enjoyment of 
peace, and its attendant bleflings, and in which he afked for 
little more than ceconomy and reprulation. That the felicities of 
peace were already in our poffcffion, appeared from the exten- 
fion of trade, the improvement of the revenue, and the inereafe 
of the public credit. Arid furely the Houfe mull fed the rie^ 
ceflity of paying the moft zealous attention to the furtherance 
bfobjeSsj fo immediately conducive to interelts fo powerfully 
interwoven with their own. Yet, certainly, although feeling 
juft caufe for exultation in the enjoyment of thefe happy 
corifcquences of the peace, they all lamented the unfortunate 
jealoufies arid ill-founded alarms which occafioned the fiftcr 
kingdom to rejedt a plan of commercial iniercourfe calcu- 
lated to have admitted her to a/ participation of the fame 
advantages. He irufied, however, that the time was not far 
diftant, when the ariow of prejudice would have fpent its 
force, and the mifconceived idea of any defi^n ii\ lU^ \i\*\\\^ 
Parliament to refume the Iee\ft;kiwe t\^U ol\x^\ivA> ^\\^ 
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any d^rce trench upon its independence or conftitution; would 
«xift no longer. While be confidered the prefent profperous 
fituation of public aflfairs in its moft pleafing ftate of con- 
trail to their former alarming condition ; he trufted that even 
the innocent inftrumerits of incurring thofe burdens, with 
which the country had been loaded by the heavy expences 
of the late unfortunate war, would join in the general joy at 
the happy change of circumflances, and chearfully co-operate 
in endeavouring to alleviat6 the public burdens by every 
means which either oeconomy could didiate, or the wifeft 
management effeS, The great points recommended in the 
fpeech, all went to the neceflary and invigorating revival of 
' that conftitution, the fabric of which had not long fince tot- 
tered, and experienced the danger of beirig fhaken to its 
foundation. He was perfuaded, therefore, that every gentle- 
man would feel it to be a common caufe, and not hefitate, on 
the prefent occafion, to give his unanimous fupport to the 
aiddrefs. For his own part, he did not confider it in the leaft 
yequifite to place a watch upon the emotions of prfvaie friend- 
fhip, becaufe the commendation which it behoved him to 
beftow was due to the public condudk of the Minifter, and 
confequently flood diftindt and feparate from his partialities 
for the mart. 
Thefiarlof The addrefs having been read from the chair, the Earl of 
Suny. SWrrey obferved^ that he^ could not fubfcribe to the extrava- 
gance of the panegyrics pronounced by the two honourable 
gentleman who opened the debate. He could, by no means, 
Icbncur in the opinion of either the honourable gentleman 
who had fpoken firft, ot that of the honourabte gentleman 
who had fince, with fo much eloquence, difcufled the few; 
topics which compofed the fpeech from the throne ; much 
Ifefs could he joih in coniplimertting the right honourable 
gentleman now at the head of the national affairs. He had 
declared, when the Adminiflration firft came into his hands, 
he had no confidence in feither him or his coadjutors in oflSce. 
His opinion had not been in the leaft altered by recent cir- 
cumftances, but, on the contrary, confirmed and eftablifhed. 
So far from thinking him deferving of his confidence, or that 
of the honourable gentlemen with whom he aiSled, he had 
every reafon to conclude that the confidence of thofe gentle- 
men, who had hitherto fupported the Minifter, ought now to 
be withdrawn, Thofe roeafures which the right honourable 
gentleman had too fuccefsfully brought forward, were bad mea- 
iures in themfelves, and ought never to have been propofed i 
while fuch of his meafures as were deferving of fucceft, had 
uniformly failed, which was, to his mind, an unanfwerable 
proof of his incapability as a Minifter, and of his loft claims, 
to the confidence of ;hat Houfe. The right honourable gentle- 
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man's firft meafure, had been his India Bill, which inflead of 
fecuring peace and order in India, had produced the oppofite 
efFeft, and excited the nioft violent and clamorous dilcon- 
tents. The fecond meafure of the right honourable gentle- 
man had been as wife a one as ever was brought forward by 
any Minifter, and in which he had himfelf joined and en- 
ideavoured to fupport him moft heartily ; the attempt to eff&St 
a reform in the reprefentation of the People. The right 
honourable gentleman's failure in that meafure, and his want 
of power to carry it, convinced him that he was unfit for 
his fituation. The other meafure^ of the right honourable 
gentleman had been, in his opinion, unwife and mifchevious 
m their tendency, as well the opprefSve taxes he had impofed, 

, as the refolutions for the adjuftment of a commercial inter- 
courfe with Ireland, brought forward in fo ftrange a manner, 
land giving fo much difguft to both countries. It appeared 
extraordinary, that an allufion to thofe refolutions made any 
partofthfe addrefs. What neceffity exifted for mentioning 

' them 'at all, after the declaration from the Throne, that they 
could hot tlo any thing refpefting them? It feemed by no 
'means proper for the Houfe to fay any thing upon ths fub- 
je£t, and tbercfore, he fliould move,, by way of amendment 
to leave but the Svhole paragraph of the addrefs alluding to 
the refolutions in queftion. With regard to the furplus of 
the revenue, he could not, for one, admit that Minifters de- 
fer ved the credit' of it; and, though ready to acknowledge, 
that oeconomy was a proper objedt of attention, he did not ' 
think that the meafures of the Minil^er were equal even to 
iifTurances that he honoured it with his attachment. Was 
the maintaining an AmbafT^idor to Madrid at a large ex pence 
for two years together, during all which time he had never 
once been in Spaiti, a proof of the cecbnomy of Adminiftra- 
tion? Or was the having twci Ambaffadors upon feparate 
eftablifhments at Paris' td be confidered as its teft^ Poffibly, 
the right honourable gentleman who was appointed the new 
Ambaflador, with new powers, and whom he did not then fee 
in his place, [A loud laugh, Mr/ Eden fitting ifpbn an oppojitc 
bench.] doufd convince him that he was in an error, in 
thinking that two Ambaffadors to one Court were neither 
jieceffary nor oeconomicaf ; and perhaps the fame right ho- 
nourable gentleman would ftate, that he had been fqrniflied 
ivith reafons to^nduce him to give his confidence to that very 
Adminiflration ; or for withholding his confidence from him 
whom he had at different times fupplied with fo many rea- 
fons. Not finding the right honourable gentleman, his late 
political friend, upon the bench where he once fat, and from 
ivhence/he had declaimed fo ably againft the meafures of the 

'. ^inifter, he could fcarccly believe, m V^'a^oS. t^<:.txv\. csx^xiwv- 
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fiances^ that he h^ changed his place. Lord Surrey novr 
.exprefled his fuppofition, that the part of the fpeech which 
Tccommended the maintaining the naval ftrength of the em- 
pire, on the oiofl: fecure and retpedable footuig, went to aii 
increafe of the navy, 

(Afr. Pitt rofe and faidy " fuch words were not In the 
fpeech^'* The SpeaJnr then read the- paragraph in quefiion.) 
By maintaining our naval ftrength, he hoped it was not 
meantf' the confining our nayy to its prcfent cftablifhtxient, 
or governing it by whuj it was in 1748^ or at the end o/.tbe 
. war before the laft ; but that keeping in view the number 
?ind ftrength of the navy of the Houfe of Bourbon, we ibould 
take care to make our marine prove at leaft equal to theiijs ; 
fmce uppn that circumftance alone depended our fecurity. Jf 
' this was to be underftood, he fhould not objeft to that part 
of thp addrefs, though he owned he Ihould have been far 
better pleafed, if the recommendation of maintaining our 
naval ftrength on a refpeftable footing, had been accom- 
panied with a declaration that the flanuing army wps to be 
reduced. He faw no occafion whatever for keeping up as 
large a military force during a ftate of difmeraljered and dimi- 
. niflied empire, as before luch diminution took place. He 
did not mean tq object to ;iny part of the addrefs, except the 
paragraph which mentioned the Irifli propofitions, the whole 
of which he moved by way of amendment, to otpit. 

lylr. Miochin, (but without a fpeech) feconded the motion. 
Mr. FpK. Mr. F(5* declared that of all the fpeeches from the throne ' 
which be ever remembered to have heard delivered at the opeu- 
ing of a fcffion of Parliament, of all the fpeeches of that kind 
which he had ever heard of by relation, or read of in hiftory, 
he did not recolleft tq have met with an inftance of one fo 
cautioufly worded, or that aftbrded fuch little ground for 
objedlion of any kind. He rofe therefore to fpeak to what 
was out of It, .rather than what "was in it; to that whicl^ 
perhaps ought to have been there, rather .than to what was 
thpre. The propriety of a Minifter's contenting himfelf wi^h 
addreffing.a Br itifh Parliament from the Throne, with general 
ideas of the political fituation of a country inftead of fpeci- 
iically adverting to fa6ls and circumftanc^s, which deeply 
and materially concerned its firft and deareft interefts, rela- 
tively confidered with thofe of other ftates, would be for 
others to judge and to decide upon. It was enough for him 
to fay, that there were fo many matters pending, and fo much 
h;id been lately done by foreign powers, the confequences of 
which might more or lefs critically affeft Gr^^t Britain in 
proportion to the meafures that His Majefty's Minifters had 
purfued ; and, indeed, upon the ground of tbefe tranfadlions, 
he, bad loolced for fometbing more than vague afTurances o^ 
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* thd tranquillity of Europe, and had expeded His Majefty** 
fpeech would have given that Houfe a variety of great and 
important fubje£^8, intimately connected with the future 
profpcrity or ill fortune of the empire ; upon all of which 
the fpeech left the Hdufe in utter and impenetrable darknefs. 
With regard to the extenfion of trade, the increafe of the 
public credit of the nation, and the growing furplus of the 
revenue; thbfe were circumftances in which every man muft 
rejoice; and at which no party, no political fadtion, no fet 
ot perfons of any name and defcription whatever could fup« 
prefs their exultation, becaufe they went to prove, what 
rouft be to all ranks of men and all political parties, a matter 
of folid fatisfadtion and unreftrained triumph, the returning 
vigour of our refources! But, were thefe matters of furprife, 
were jthefe circum Aances to caufe ailenifhment P Undoubtedly 
they were not. Almoft every man knew there would be 
fome furplus^j almoft every man expedled it; they only dif- 
fered about the amount of that furplus, one gentleman alona 
excepted, .who had certainly contended, and had endeavoured 
to prove, that there would be no furplus ; but that eentleman 
had probably been fince convinced of his error, had retraced 
it, and as every man of candour would do, he had no doubt 
he was rea^y publicly to acknowledge that retraftion. That 
there woulafvbe fome furplus, he had always admitted; what 
that furplus was, he would not then attempt to bring into 
difcuffion. Indeed it was not poflible till he knew it, till he 
had it ftated to him, and its amount was fairly before him« 
and capable of argument and of inveftigation. He would 
not aflert to what the figns of returnmg vigour were afcribe* 
able; that might be matter of much ufelefs difierence of 
opinion; feveral of them might be 6wine to the fuccefs of 
fome of the meafnres of the prefent Adminiftration ; he would 
not be fo uncandid as to deny that they were; but more, far 
more, he believed, wei'e owing to the faihire of others of their 
meafures, which, had they fucceeded, muft have been attended 
with confequences, the moft fatal to the revenue, and to 
the national credit and profperity, that could poffibly be 
imagined* Nothing but the alarm and difguft created by the 
agitation of thofebad meafures could have fo long kept back 
the returning triade of the country, the natural ccnfequence 
of peace, and which ever had been the cafe at the end of 
every war before the laft» Thoie alarms and difguft had 
been done away, in a great degree, by the failure of the mea- 
fure to which' he alluded, and the tide of trade was now re- 
turning to its old and natural channel. For his part^ he 
certainly fhould not obje£t to the addrefs in general, though 
fie might probably vote with' his fioble friend for his amitcui^ 
fnent ; but there were two m^ttfttt ^ CQ«\t\i««*}v^ Ssssv*^"* 
^ Vol. XIX. C ^^^^ 
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^t\cb which, in one inftance, arafe out of the wording of il^cr 
^ech| in its firft paca^raph, ;(nd in another, was mentioiM4 
in a fvbfequent pact ot it upon both of which he muft (^f 
t few words, and expedl to receive fome anfwer; whether f»« 
ti»f4£tory or not the evenit would prove. WbfC bemearit waa> 
lo inquire what fort of conftru&ion* whether broad or parr 
iow, was to be put upon that part of the fpeech which related 
to Ihe tranquillity of Europe, and fiated, that His M^jefty 
continued to receive the ftr.oi^eft .^{ritran^s from foreign 
powers of their friendly difpoAtion towards this coi^ntry ? He 
"Wiflied alfo to know what was meant by tl)e manner in whicb 
the reCblutions relative to an intended adjuftmenc of a com- 
xx^pcial interceurfe with Ireland was nientioned, and whethes 
they were to underftnnd, by being told froni tho Throne, that 
they Werfe incapable of making any faftl>er progrefs inriie work^ 
that the refolutions were completely aban£)ned and given 
up, or that they were to be revived, and endeavoured to be 
carried into effe£t at any future period of time? On both of 
thefepoifits it was exceedingly material that fuch informa-t 
tien ffiotfld be given, that each might be clearly and precifely 
underftooA With regard tothe Srft, if the mention of the 
tranquillity of Europe alluded only to the end put to the 
threatened war between the Emperor and the United Statea 
of Holland, in that cafe the conftrudlion was tQO narrow,; 
and His Majefty's Minifters greatly undervalued the informa- 
tion of tl\at Houfe, and not of that Houfe only, but of every 
man who read or attended to the political tranfa<5iions of 
Europe, and who was at all aware of what pafled on the 
Continent, the different treaties lately entered into by diiFereru 
foreign powers, and the conduft which ought to have been 
purfued with a view to counteri^cS the operation of thofe 
treaties, and tranfa£tion9, as far as it was likely to prove or 
capable of proving prejudicial to the kiterefts of Great Bri-* 
tain. He was aware, that being no Minifter, He had it ii^ 
his power to fpeak in a ftyle, in which it would he highly 
imprudent for His Majefty's MiAlftcrs to exprefs themfelves, 
and as the matters that he ihould have occafion to treat of, 
were of infinite confideration, he fliould endeavour to make 
himfelf as well underftood as pofBble. With refpedk to the 
naval force of this country, and what ouglu to be the crite-» 
rion of its mimber and ftrength, a noble Earl (of Surrey) ha4 
mentioned only the naval Spree of France,' forgetting that 
France wai but one branch pf the powerful confederacy oi 
maritime powers, entered ioAO m%\ a profefied ho&iiity to 
Gre^t Britain; for though' a)l ti??aues were avowedly treaties^ 
of a defeniive nature, and ep9er;9d iotp upoa ^ {Mtetepce o^ 
mutual defence, evrey ma^. whp kiMiw s^ny tbmg of the 
mcsMing of U«atieip kii^vr thiiK their true mtmt and purpol^ 
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#^k ofienfiw to all Who, ifi the bt>ifii(>ii of th6 cOntrading 
|>*tties» took any tneafore, coofidered as iiiimtcal to the in* 
tereftft of either of them. The treaty, thfercfi^i-e, which th^ 
Houfe of Bourhon had perfuaded the United States to enter 
into with thedi, and which effi^iHiNy fecured Holla(tid lA 
theii: handsy was to be cdnfidereB iis a treaty hc^ile to thi» 
•country, inafmuch as it combined tht'ee of the moft powerful 
maritime powers of Europe in a confederacy againft Great 
Britain. Thalr it was uhadvifeabje and 4mpolitic for the 
United States to enter into any fiiA treaty, he verily be* 
lieved ; but, as the treaty was made trtd executed, it behoved 
our Minifter to be vigilant and affiduous 4n ^ngagine in fomt 
alliances with other European maritime powers, woofe con- 
iie£tion and fupport might enable us to jcounterad the rtiif^ 
chievous tendency and efFeft of the operation of tlie confe* 
deracy in cafe of a war with either of the .cont-ra£lin£ powers* 
tn explanation of the confequences to be •dveaded irom this 
-confederacy, he (hould beg' leave to xemiud liie Houfe, that 
-our late war with France ,%ad been purely :^ maritime war, 
las we had carried on no' military operations by 4and, ex* 
-cepting only againft our own fubjefts in A^nerica^ and this, 
furely, afford^ arguments to ftiew the extreiyie and urgent 
neceflity for our formins a clofe and intimate- .alliance with 
the Court of Peterlbargh ; and doubilrfs, if the two Cabinets 
properly underftood the relative interefls of Great Bt'itain and 
3R.uffia, and how much they were by the character, •commerce, 
4ind, fituation of each mutually involved, and naturally com- 
bined, they would lofe no time in rfce negbciatiou ©f «fuch a 
•treaty. Two years ago a crilis was formed, of which this 
-country ought to have t&ken advantage, ^nd which <he had, 
at the precife moment, pointed out in that Houfe. Many 
gentlemen might recollei^ the moment te which he alluded, 
Vvas that, when the Emprefs of Rujfia had fettled her dif- 
ferenj:es with the Porte, on thefubjedl of the Crimea. Though 
lit had been admitted on all hands, that the fettiement of 
thofe diiferences about the Crimea had fonn^ the crifis he 
talked of, and that the moft glorious 03>jH)rtunity had been 
afforded for Great Britain to help herfel^ had the circum- 
ilancfc been mtihaged with dexterity,, nothing had yet beett 
-done. The recent advantage France had acquired as a mari^^ 
time powet-, by obtaining pofieHion of a port in the Jaltic, 
lAiould, if poflTible, have been prevented. In 6he fitdation of 
affairs, the pofleffion of Gottenbui^h, it was true, FVartce could 
make but little ufe of it ; but, in cafe of a war^ the aivantag^ 
muft be pfodi^ious tb her. Let genderiaen recoiled, that iti 
all her wars, Fi^nfce had been raoft embarraiW by Mt con- 
tinental fituation, and thte dtead of an attacit fWjrti the tsax^'- 
fcourinff powers: th* whole of her poYvcv ^^r*«% V«^^\i««^ 
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direfied to engage tbetn in fuoh a mangier, as to add to her 
fecurity, and bence it w^s, tbsit during her laft war, ihe had 
been able to render her maritime force fo refpeflable and fo 
|>owerful, becaufe fhe had no occafion to give her attention 
to the ftrengtening of her frontier towns, the adding to her 
interned fortigcations, the recruiting her garrifons, and all 
thofe variety of confiderations neceuary kept alive, while it 
appeared pofUble for her continental neighbours to feize the 
opportunity of profiting of her being engaged iix hoililities at 
fea* Nay, fhe was even able to aid her retources by a reduc* 
tion of her army in time of war, and apply the faving to the 
increafe of her roarttime ilrength. What was the cal© at 
prefent? France was fafe by her family compaf);, as to any 
fear from Spain; and fhe had by the late treaty quieted all 
pofBbility of dread from Holland, which indeed h;id nevec 
been very powerful by land. Her only caufe of alarm, there-r 
fore, was the court of Vienna,^ and that, ootwitliflanding ?^11 
former afTurances of good fellowfhip, and notwitliftanding the 
flill more endearine bonds of conne£tion cemented by family 
. union, was a conuant and ferious fource of alarm ; but thsit 
caufe of terror we had put to reft, having given His Imperial 
Majefly great diiguft, and rendered his feelings adverfe to 
Great Britain. All this had arifen from the part which the 
Elector of Hanover had taken in joining theEleflor of Saxony, 
and other Germanic Princes in the league founded on the 

flea of preferving the liberties of the empire. The fafety of 
ranee by land was effedlually fecurcd by the effeft of that 
league on the mind of the Emperor, and we fhould find her 
^ands flrengthened confiderably in any future war in which 
we might be engaged with her, France had nothing to wifh 
for bc^re that league wa$ made, but that fome circum^ance 
or other fhould happen to create a jealoufy and diflike of 
Great Britain in the Emperor* That circumflance we had 
ourfelves provided,^ and provided gratis, at a moment when 
France would have paid us any price for it, far mor^ than 
fhe had expended in bririging about the peace between the 
United States of Holland and the Emperor. The moft fan- 
guine dreamer of national good fortune could not have pic- 
tured to himielf the poifibility of fycb ^ profperous event 
in favour of France. 

One circumflance looked prqpitious to this country, which 
he had heard from fuch authority as he could rely on, and 
therefore he would mention it. At the fame time he did not 
doubt but the right honourable gentleman, as a Minifler, was 
aware of it; but ^s it was a favourable omen for Great Bri- 
tain, he was glad to be the perfon to announce it in that 
Houfe, and that was, that there now offered a good oppoi^tu- 

jiky tor renewing a treaty o£ commeice ^'vx.Vv V^vx^x-a.^ -a.wd that 

^- . .. ■ ■ ■ • ^ . . ■ . . > -..^^ 



A- 1786, DEBATE S. ; 

it was in a fiir way to be renewed with fuccefs. He well 
knew:the fafliionable mode of calling treaties comtnercial aiu| 
treaties political difliniS: and feparate forts of treaties; but be 
was not to be blinded by any fuch new-fangled aod ill- 
founded diftindlions ; treaties of commerce entered into be* 
tween two countries always had influenced their politics in 
a very great degree, and he had not a doubt but a treaty of 
fiommerpep epteied into between the Court of l.ondon and 
the Coiurt of Pcterfburgh would have its due and falutary ^ 
effeSt politic:|lly as well as commercially; he was, therefore, 
extremely gUd of a circumftance fo promifmg to the inteiefts 
of both countries. To the mention, however, that the treaty 
was. likely to go on between RufSa and Great firitain, he 
thought it fair to add, that he had heard Ruflia would, at the. 
fame time* enter into a commencial treaty with France; of 
that, he had received his information from a very diitFerent 
quarter, from an aifthority not equally good, a« that froin 
which he had heard the other, and therefore he hoped, and, 
believed, that the information was ill founded. He had do 
opiniop of good refulting to this country from a commer- 
irial treaty between Great Britain and France, and his reafon 
for not thinking that fuch would be its efFe£t, was, that the 
exp^rj^qceof paft times proved, that this country had grown 
great, profperous, and flourilliing, from the moment that (he 
quitted all her commercial connedlions with France. He 
expreffed his (Iropg cUfapprobation of the idea of putting the 
country to tHp expence of two diflerent eflabli(bments foi^ 
two different Plenipotentiaries to Paris, and contended that it 
was idle and unneceffary. There were two ways of doing the? 
bufinefs of this commercial treaty, and finiOiing the negocia* 
tion of it. Either the noble Duke (of Dorfet) now there might 
do it, or a perfon like Mr. Crawford, who had b^n employed 
already, might aft under him. At any rate, he declared he faw no 
reafon for lending out a gentleman, whofe rank in life rendered 
it improper for him to afft jn a fubordinate capacity. The right 
honourable gentleman at thehejid of the Treafury, had un- 
doubtedly chofen a gentleman (Mr. Eden) for the office of 
pxtra Plenipotentiary, who knew fomewhat more of the de- 
tails of trade and commerce than he did himfelf. That the 
right honourable gentleman w;:\$ better acquainted with com« 
inercial concerns, the la(l feiGon had well convinced the Mi- 
ni (ler on more than ot^e occafio^n ; but Aill he faw no reafon 
for employing eyen that right honourable gentleman's talents 
on the fubje£t, and he feared the appointment had rather been 
made out of refpe£t to the perfon, than from any neceffity 
for the exercife of the right honourable gentleman's abilities 
in the way in which they were to be employed. The New 
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$o^td of Trade, which was undoubtedly coitipofed of men dt 
great abilities and cotifideration, and men of higher rank than 
the members of the Old Board of Trade, were the moft extra- 
ordinary timeifts, if he might fo call them, that ever exifted. 
Laft year, after the propoficions had come over from Ireland^ 
4ind jaft as the Britifh Parliament was called upon to vot6 
theit), the New Board of Trade proceeded to inquire whether 
the propofitiqns were fuch as were fit for either country. 
In the cafe of the commercial treaty, they were equally fm- 
guiar in the time of their fending out a perfon with proper 
powers to negotiate it. . By the treaties of 1782, a treaty of 
commerce was to be negotiated between this country and 
France, on or before the ift of January, 1786, and from that 
day all negociation was to be at an end. Now, therefore, 
when the time of negotiation was paft, the New Board of 
trade were bufy with the fubjedl, and they were about to 
Ifend out a negotiator. He fuppofed no ftep had been taken, 
nor fcarely any progrefs made within the time prefcribed by 
treaty. A fecond proof of the bad timing of our political 
proceedings was, that Sir James Harris had prefented a me- 
morial to the States upon the fubjedi, but unfortunately not 
till after the treaty was concluded. When he read the memo- . 
t-ial, he pitied the fituation of Sir James, as he could from his 
6wn knowledgetieclare, that Great Britain never had a more re^ 
fpeSable, a more able, or a more aftive and accompliftied Am- 
baflador at any foreign Court whatever. As to affairs in India, 
ever fince the Board of Control had been eftablifhed, a dark 
^eil had beeti carefully drawn over all which had pafled in that 
Aiftant part of our dominions, and he verily believed not with- 
out good and fufficient reafon; fecrecy, he was perfuaded, 
%as the only fafeguard for the conduft of the Commiffioners, 
whofe orders had added to the confufion of our affairs in 
India, rather than produced any one falutary efieft in the 
Britifh pofleflions in that quarter of the globe. Let tlie 
Minifter declare, whether after all that had happened, he 
ftill would venture to talk of his Eaft-India Bill in his 
iifual tone of triumph? Every man was pardonable for en- 
tertaining a fpeculative opinion of the probable good effedl of 
iiny meaiiire of his own before it came to be tried; but no 
man ought to be allowed to indulge himfelf in expreffions of 
felf-praife, which experience had proved that he by no means 
merited. Hi4 India Bill had been attacked on the ground of 
kfe taking away the charter of the Eaft-India Company, after 
proof of iti having been grofsly abufed ; but the right honou- 
rable gentleman's bill did what was ten thoufand times Woife ; 
it took away the unalienable rights of individuals, and de- 
prived Britifh fubjefts of tKeir birtb-right, the right to trial 
i>fjury, and of trial by their Peer% \ ^ i\^\\X. feoi\^4 o€ t^M^rv 
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Engliihoian by the gnsat charter of our liberties. The clatlfey 
obligiag all the fervants of the Company who came from 
India, after a certain period to give an account of their ifor^ 
times on oath, was moft unjuft and delufive. It held out 
proteflio^ and f^curity to the rich^ while it obliged the poor 
to fuhmit to its ievereft operation; it gave all that wiihed ' 
not to fuhmit to it three years to return home in ; this the 
opulent, and the opulent alone could take advantage of. At 
to the boafted accounts of the promifiDg ftate of tt^ revenues 
of India, infiic^d of only 1,400,000 pounds deficiency, they 
would now, he believed, find not mere errors of fraflions;, 
but errors of millions. Lord Macartney had a&ed throughout 
the Whole of his flay in India upon the moft upright principles, 
and had come home with hands perfedly unTuUied. Hi^ 
Lordfhip, from a conviftion of the .necefiity of the meafure, 
had taken the collection and management pf the revenues of 
the Carnatic out of the hands, not of the Nabob, but of his 
agents and ufurers, who plundered the natives and robbed 
hiip, and hajd veiled both in the hands of the Company* This 
meafure the Board of CoAtrpl had overthrown by their orders, 
and dire^ed the co{le£tion and Knanagement of the Nabob's 
revenues to be reflored: to him. The fatal efFe^s of the order 
had fpread al;^rm and terror through th^ Carnatic, and im^ 
prefled the Council at ^<>t% St^ George with fo Arong an ide:^ 
of its impropriety, tha£ Xiprd Macartney went himfelf tp 
Calcutta, to reiponftf^te with Mr. Haftings, and to deprecate 
tbeconfequences^ LettbeHoufe guefs the furprife of his 
I*ordibip, on finding Mn Haftings departed for Europe, and 
31 commiffipn there appointing him Governor General, a fitu- 
ation it was iii^poffible for him to accept, wliile the order to 
reftor^ the colle£tiQR ^nd oian^gement of the Carnatic reve- 
nues to the Nabob qoi^ti^ue^. in force. How abfurd to re- 
move the Governor General, who recommended the meafure 
I#ord Macartney had reprobated, and appoint his Lord/liip 
to the poft of Governor General with orders to do, what he 
himfelf bad found to be equally unwife and mifchievous to 
theintereft ot the Company and the intereft of the Nabob, 
and had condemned ? As to the Irifh propofitions, it was 
highly neqei&ry that Parliament and the Public (hould clearly 
know what was intended, When the fubjedt was firfl ftarted 
the righjt honourable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt) in fome of the 
moft vehement ftrainsof bis all-powerful eloquence, had con- 
demned the noble ho^ (North) in the blue rihband for 
giving Ireland certain grants, without having firft alked her 
whether they would be acceptable, and for leaving matters a^ 
they ftood, when the propofitions were firft taken up, the 
right honourable gentleman having again and a^la toVi xV\^ 
Houfe it was impoifiUe the¥ could t^umw. ^ \>Bivi h^^^^« ^^^ 
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dfeflrcd t6 know what was the true conftru6lion and meaning 
of that part of His Majefty's fpeech then under confideration, 
that Mentioned the refolutions, but a declarati6h to that 
Hdufe, that matters muft remain as they were? He urged 
the flat contradi£lidn that the event of the bufinefs had given 
to all their predlftions refpciting its fuccefs, and ftated in 
ftrong terms the rhifchicf that he conceived the agitating the 
matter at all had done, by difgufting the manufaftdrers of 
Gicat Britain, teaching them that the Houfe- of Commons 
Vfould difregard their petitions, ftating their dread of the 
fnifchievous confecjucnces td their feveral branches of ihanu- 
fafture, were the intended fyftcm carried into execution ; and 
as the heft means of checking the evil, and preventing the etk€t 
of having erttered into a dilcuffion of points, which he was 
convinced ought never to have been difturbed or brought be- 
fore the pubhc, he advifed the Minittcr explicitly and unre- 
i'ervcdly to declare his determinition to abandon all farther 
thought of attempting to carry a meafure fo dcteftable in the 
eyes of the manufacturers and merchants of Great Britain 
and Ireland. While mentioning the manufacturers, he fhould 
declare that he was fatisfied that to their ingenuity and in- 
duftry, and to their fpirit and perfeverance, the country 
owed its exaltation to the flate of refpeft, charadler, confl* 
deration, and profperity, to which its trade, manufactures, and 
commerce had been raifed in the eyes of all mankind. As 
to the reafoning ufcd by the Secretary of State for Ireland, in 
his celebrated letter to his conflitoents, in recommendation 
of the propofitions on the ground that, as the Britiih manu- 
iaClurers confidered the grant of the propofitions to Ireland 
to be highly injurious to their interefts, they mufl oeceflarily 
be advantageous in an equal proportion to the interefls of the 
Irifh manufacturers, it was an argument perfeCtly found and 
forcible in itfelf; but extremely humiliating to the Britifh 
Miniflers, and placing them in a very contemptible light. Mr* 
Fox exprefled his readlnefs to grant that his remarks formed 
rather a leries of realbniiig againft what was out of the fpeech 
than againft what was in it; yet, thefe ferved more to ftreng- 
then than invalidate his right to an explanation of the two 
main points of the fjKech on which he had defcanted. The ex- 
planation once given, he fhould, for the prefent, ceafe to 
trouble the Iloufe, though moft of the topics which he bad 
touched upon would, hereafter, need a full difcuffion. 
Ir. r:tt. A fhort interval of filence having taken place, Mr Pitt 
rofe and faid, he had i-efrained, during fome moments, from 
troubling the Houfe, expeCtitig, but in vain, to -hear (what 
certainly had not fallen from the right hononurabl'e gentle- 
man who fpoke laft) objections againft the addrefs. He 
could hot avoid hearhig teftimony to ^ihaLt'5tc\iXv^cc^"as\i "ikw^ft 
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ioftiniSive, dexterity, with which the right honourabfc gen- 
tleman was enabled, on all occaiions, to leave out of the dif* 
cuffion fuch parts of the fuhjeft as were unfavourable to him; 
and he enjoyed at the prefent jun£lure, equally an oppor- 
tunity, of admiring a fimilar talent of introducing, however 
foreign and unconnefted^ fuch matter as he expe£led would 
be favourable. Thus did he entirely abandon the various 
fubje6ls of the fpeech, in order to difcufs fome that were, as 
he complained, omitted.' The right honourable gentteman^s 
fentiments, with refpec^ to the fituation of the country, being 
rather of adefponding caft, he had, no doubt, an expeflation 
of finding fomething in the Kin^s Speech prefcnting him 
with an opportunity of indulging his melancholy feelings on 
the ftateef public affairs; but perceiving every part of the 
fpeech filled with thehappeft intelligence, he had been 
obliged tb travel into foreign countries in purfuit of his 
objeft. He had traverfed the empires of Germany and Ruffia;^ 
he had vifited Turkey and the Crimea for this purpofe; but, 
confideritig, like other modern difcovcrers, Europe as too 
narrow for his inquiries, he had c^ried his fpeculations to 
the remoteft parts of the globe, and ranfacked the Indies for 
fources of complaint and of defpair. Although he by no 
means intended to follow t^ie right honourable gentleman in 
his deviations from the fubje£l as largely as'he had fet him the 
example, he fliould yet make fome anfwer to each part of tho 
right honourable gentleman's fpeech, allowing himfelf how- 
ever a latitude of avoiding to give any opinion whatfoever 
concerning particular parts of it, though on all {uch as he 
thought lie could with propriety animadvert, he would freely 
deliver his fentiments. The right honourable gentleman haa 
acknowledged that he confidered himfelf at liberty, in his pre- 
fent fituation, to fpeak of foreign Courts, and their views and , 
interefts, in a manner, to which His Majefly's Minifters were, 
by a fenfe of duty, prevented from recurring. For his owa 
part, although ready to admit, that there was a ftronger andt 
more facred reftraint on thofe who were in the immediate 
confidence of His Majefty than upon other gentlemen, yet 
he muft alfo obferve, that the duty of members of Parlia- 
ment, although in fome, frpm their additional charafter of 
Minifters, it might differ in degree, was, in general, of the 
fame nature with-refpedl to all; and that part of his duty, 
which enjoined a delicacy and caption, when fpeaking of 
foreign States, was one from which he would not {\Jttkt 
himfelf to be diverted by the right honourable ' gentleman, . 
The right honourable gentleman bad defired to be informe4 
to what particular part of continental politics that part of 
His Majefty*s fpeech alluded, which w:vivo\x.tvc^4L\X\^ ^\^>^^^<&. 
of d general pesice. He covdd taV^ uwtvVN» Vi^^^?\'^ 
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foieiy nelated to that particular tranfaAion, which had taken 
place fincfc the conclufion of ths laft feffioi^' the treaty of 
peace between the P-mperor of Germany and th« States 
General of the United Provinces, by which a difpute was 
terminated that, until then foemed to thttatentbe peace of 
Europe, and had h^i ddcribed in that light by the fpeech 
from the Throne, at the opening of the iaft feffion.-^^As to 
the queftion the right honourable gentleman had thoughr 
proper to a(k, whether there did not exift between any other 
I^rinces or States of £un9pe fuch feedft of difagreementand 
iil-hutnour, as might probably break out into hiture aoimo- 
fities and wars; that was a fuhjeft on which he thought 
proper to diecline giving any opinion whatfoever« The right 
honourable gentleman had fignified his apprehensions of a 
hoftile dirpolition towards Cr^nr Britain in certain Courts of 
Eu)ropi; and to tliis he co^ild anfwer (in icemi« finiilar to- 
tliole contained in thefpeech,) that tlicre was every aflurance 
of the moft friendly intentions from thein all. With refoedfc. 
tx> the treaty with the Kmprefe of Ruffia, it was in a flat«' 
of fbrwatdneft, and (he had every grownd to hope) would be- 
completed in Aich a niKihner as Sioukl give* genera) fatis- 
ftiftioin. Tlie German ccnfederacy, to which Hi« Majeily, in 
his c^parciT^ of Eledtor of Hanover, had acceded, had alfa 
beeh m*nti04ied, tnii Minifters were loudly toM that they 
muft fte^ forward as the vindicators of it propriety. Hfe 
ihbuld by no means take upon him to make fuch a defence 
as he was ready to confeft, that whatever might prove either* 
the merit or demerit of that meafure^ he and his colleagues* 
in office were by no means entitled to pride themfel ves on 
the fortner, or redOced t4^ the hoceffity of taking fhame to 
thetnlelves in confequertce^f the latter* As to the connexion 
with Hanover, however accident had placed the fovereignty 
of that co\inCry awl of tliis, in the (ame hands, it by no means 
followed that the interefts of each mufk neceflarily be *he. 
fame; though he was willing to admk^ that from the cir- 
cum^flince of their having one and the fameSoverrfgn, it was 
likely that their rnterefts forgbt feraettmes t>e parallel, when * 
without tbat circumftunce they nf>igfct prove different, and 
perhaps it might ailvance their mutual advaittage to make 
their iirterelh as reconcileftble to «ftch other as poffible. Yet 
he defired to 'have it to^derftood, that GrejJt Britain was by 
n» means comfCnitted or hound hj any league lately entered 
irtto'bj^ the fileftor 6f Hanover; nor did he look upon it as 
?r>cnw>hertt on the Minifters of this country to lay heford 
Pariiament, ejtcept in cafes of neceffity> fuch arrangements 
as may have been made for Hanover, by tke* advice of the 
A?in/fters of thit ElcAora^e. Y/Wt covxVi ^spal ite mco&« 
GAency d( th« right 4iQno\irabW -gptfld^rckiti^ ^JAx* ^^^ 'aj^- 
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^pnehenfion of our icing- involved in diflScuIties through tite 
tncans of His Majcfty's German territories; and yet his ex- 
pe^aii^, that th» Adminiftration of thofe territories fliouU 
be fuboidinate to, and regulate by the Minifler of Great 
Britain, a$ if that very circumftance would not of itielf 
render it abfolutely neceflswy that this country (hould on all *" 
occafions coinfider itfelf as l^ound to prote£l and affifl: tiie 
deftdrate!. Whereas the oaily way for Great Britain to 
avoid embroiling herfelf in quarrels for Hanover, was by our 
Adn^iniftration ftanding as^ much as {H>ffible independent of 
Hanoverian politics. Witli rclpefl: <to the fituation of India 
not being touched upon in the fpeech, he apprehended that 
the right honourable gentlemen might as tvell have bbje£led 
to a finftilar omiffion concerning nny other of the foreign 
pofieffions of the empire. The complaint was that our In- 
dian affairs had not been mentioned, as in former fpeeches, , 
jever fince the appointment of the Board of Control. The 
reafon of this' was perfectly obvious, and had been explained 
on the firft day of the preceding feffion. It was, that lb 
many errors and mifcarriagfes arofe formerly out of the 
Government of that country, that His Msijefty for many 
feCions had been induced to call upon his Parliament to adopt 
fome mode of eSeAual regulation, by which a flop might be 
put to the enormities complained of; that Parliament bad! 
at Jaft taken up thebufinefs, and applied an effectual remedy.; . 
And therefore the neceffity for tlie Crown to renfiind them of 
it no moie cxifled. Tlie right honourable gentleman had 
been carried away by his warmth on this fubje<5l fo far as to 
introduce a topic, which fcirmerly he was extremely averfe 
to hear mentioned — the violation of ^rharters* On this head 
the right honourable gentlemen had gone great lengths ; for, 
be had fligmatized the mode of trial appointed for Eafl- 
Indian delinquents as an infringement on the Great Chartei^ 
by fetting afide the trial by Jury. He chofe, indeed, with a 
degree of liberality, to applaud that mode of trial, but con-^ 
tended, that there miglit be tribunals in certain particular 
cafes that would be found adequate to all tlie purpofes-of publie 
juftice in a like degree; and he piirticularly inflaiKed the pre- 
fent mode of trial as entitled to equal approbation, and very 
nearly refemhling in its conftitution the befl fort of fpecial 
jury. — ^But furely wlien the right lionou rah le gentleman re- 
flerod.that no man became fubjecS to tliis new judicature^ 
except by his own choice, and at the fame time compared 
the fituation of the Company's fervants with that of the men 
on whofe bravery the irkfependence and fafety o{ our coun^ 
try depended, (our land and nival forces) many of whom 
were forced into the fervice againft tlmt '^\\V, ^xA. ^<ewLvBR^ 
tfiere c«oftvMT to lieir irifees, V» <iou\i wiV ^x^^vAxo S»s> 
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that if it were juft to govern fuch men by martial law, and 
to fubftitute in their trials a Court Martial inftead of a jury, 
it was any hard/hip on the fervants of the Eafl-India Com- 
pany) t\rho had the option to go there or remain at home, 
and return as they pleafed, that a mode of trial fhould be 
iaftituted for them, different from that which was generally 
^fed; and which they might entirely avoid, unlefs the profits 
and advantages of the Eaft -India employment Appeared to 
them a fufficient compenfation. The rignt honourable gen- 
' tleman had entered li^rgely into the ftate of the revenue of 
the Company's fettlements, and had calculated, that the 
only increafe which he expefted to hear of, was an annual 
deficiency of 13,000, and errors not of finall fums and frac- 

' tions, but of millions^ He would not for the prefent attempt 
an exaft ftatement of the furplus of the revenues of the Eafk 
Indies ; but he would only fay, that he expefled and believed 
that they would appear, and fome regulations and retrench- 
ments had taken place, to exceed, in a ten-fold proportion to 
the incumbrances under which they laboured, any furplus * 
that might be hoped for in this country. His warmeft wifiies 
would indeed be gratified, and the mod fanguine dreams at 
any moment formed of the profperity of Great Britain would 
prove more than realized, if it could be found that our re- 
fources for diniinifl)ing our debt bore any comparifon to 
thofe of the Eaft-lndia Company. With refpec^ to the fup- 
pofed inconfiftency of Lord Macartney's appointment to the 
prefidency over the general affairs of the Company, at the 
fame time that his condudl in the aflignment of the revenues ' 
of theC^rnatic was not approved of, he defired it to be re- 
collecled, that although he and Mr. Haftings had differed 
.upon more points than one> yet that affair alone excepted, he 
had afted in fuch a manner as entitled him to the higheft 
«^^)plaufe which words could poffibly beflow. Such were the 
talents of Lord Macartney, that, from the whole of his Ad- 
mi niilration of the Government of Madras, he appeared per- 
fedlly eligible to that of Bengal, and particularly as the fole 
objedl:, in which his condudl at Madras had been fuppofed 
objectionable, was one in which the policy of the meafure 
was with Lord Macartney, though the good faith and credit 
of the nation rendered it neceffary to make a facrifice; be- 
sides that particular objeft would no longer have refted under 
Lord Macartney's department, after his removal to BepgaK 

He was happy to find the right honourable gentleman en- 
tertained fo high an opinion of the noble Lord, becaufe it 
would tend, .perhaps, to reconcile him to a part of the Eaft- 
India bill, of which he fo violently complained, to find that 
a nobleman of fuch great reputation and diftln^uiftved virtue 

/jiad borne in the moft pointed mmn^i Oait xs&Ymarc^ ^l\i8»^ 
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approbation to the fyftem of calling all perfons returning 
from the Company's fervice to account on oath for their ac- 
quifitions. For, though that reftri«5lion did not extend it*- 
felf to hijn, yet fo much did he approve the fpirit and prin- 
ciple of it, nay fo neceflary di4 it appear to him,' for hig 
own honour, that he voluntarily came forward and com- 
'.plied with the claufe, even before its operation commenced. 
• And he hoped, that after fo illuftrious an example no mau 
•would take upon him to depreciate the good policy and juf- 
•tice of the reftrii^ion. This aftion of Lord Macanney's 
was in itfelf fo noble, fo difinterefted, and fliewed fo point- 
edly the greatnefs of his fentimeiits, that even if his opin 
.nion of that nobleman's charafter were inferior to the idea* 
formed of it by tHe right honourable gentleman ; nay, harf 
he even difapproved of his general condudl in his govern* 
ment, yet this aftion alone would havfe been fufEcient to 
gtone for all former mifcarriages, and to have entitled him 
to the higheft glory and the moft marked encomiums and 
applaufcr He had be'en called upon by the right honourable 
gentleman to d^lare, whether the event had juftified rhe 
confident aflurapces that had been given by him and his 
friends, that his bill would be received with joy and grati- 
tude in India ? He faid, that if fuch aflii ranees had at any 
time been made, it would then become fair to expeft their 
ratification to be fuUfiUed* But, in ftft, nothing of that fort 
had dropt from him at any moment whatfoever. The bill 
was a reftriSive bill, and, as fuch, no perfon could rcafonably 
conclude that it would be received with any faqguine marks 
of approbation by thofe on wiiom its reftricSions Were t<i 
operate. But this laft-recited inftance proved, that, how- 
ever inquiry and fcrutiny may militate againft the inclina- 
tions ot the unjuft and diihonourable, the man of true vir- 
tue and integrity will be always ambitious to meet them, 
Bo far^ Mr. ritt remarked, he had followed the right honou- 
rable gentleman in fuch parts of his fpeech as were entirely 
foreign to the fubjeft. He fliould now return to paflage* 
more immediately within the compafs of the queftion. H« 
was glad to find that the right honourable gentleman had 
changed his fentiments fo completely on the fubjefl: of th« 
finances fince the condufion of the preceding fts-ffion. He 
remembered that, then the right honourable gentleman de- 
clared it as his firm and fixed opinion, that the revenue 
would be found to fall ihort by, at leafi:, 1,400,000]. either 
of the annual expenditure of the kingdom, or of that fum 
which was to leave i,ooo,oool. furplus for the diminifliing 
jpf the national debt; for which of the two, the right honou- 
rable gentleman had declared himfe\{ tit ^.\ofe vo ^^\^\\ks5\'5.\ 
/H}weYer in either cafe tljere muft Yvaxe \>^u ^ coxv^v^^-^*;^^ 
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deficiency ; and yet now the right honourable gentleman de- 
clared, that no perfon could have ever doubted 'but there j 
muft be fome furplus. The right honourable gentleman bad ! 
thought proper to obferve, that there was fcarccly any paft 
of the fpeech -worthy of confideration, and when he inade 
mention of the increafe of the revenue, be only exprefled 
himfelf by the trival term — fome furplus, Abfurdity nraf^ 
doubtlefs, ilrongly mark the Angular idea, that propofals for 
dimitiiihing the burdens of the country, eftablUhing her a:e^ 
dit, and 'ftrengthening her refources, were fubjeds fcarcb 
worthy of confideration ; and all this in the eye of a gentle- 
man who had thought the leagues and views of almon eyerf 
other ftate Id Europe worthy of the attention of Parliamenc. 
The furplus of the revenue might foon appear confidend^ie 
snd important, and prove to the right honourable gentleman^ 
that the contemptuous expreffion of which he had made ufe 
was highly inapplicable. Upon the queftion, through what 
means this furplus had accrued, and whether the honour re* 
fulting from it belonged to His Majcfty's Minifters, he 
found himfelf very little inclined to enter, becaufe it .wag 
enough for hihi that the furplus did exift, and the fatisfac^ 
tion which he felt at the comfortable profped aiForded by it 
to his country was fufficient to abferb and overpower every 
idea of a perfonal nature to which it poffiWy could give oc^ 
cafiom He felt it difficult to reftain his indignation, and 
aftonifliment that the right honourable gentleman fhould 
have expatiated upon a fubjedl of fuch delicacy as the Iriflk 
arrangement, in fo unguarded and inflamihatory a manner; 
He muft, however, notwithftanding his own difapprobation 
of foch language, do the right honourable gentleman th^ 
juftice to acknowledge, that he was convinced he muft have 
had fome public good in view in what he uttered, for he 
could not poflibly conceive any perfonal motive for intro- 
ducing certain topics which had been made ufe of; he had 
accordingly delivered his fentiments fully and clearly, not- 
withftanding the difagreeable feelings to which they muft 
have given rife and in defiance of that Iharpeft of all ftings, 
his own inveSive. He had in the plaineft and moft unequi-r 
vocal manner declared, that no enemy to the Britifh empire 
could poffibly accomplifli his malicious defigns againft it in 
fo efFeftual a manner as by iihpreffing the fitter kingdom$ 
with an idea that their interefts were incompatible, and Aat 
the advantage of one muft naturally imply the detriment of 
the other. , He muft, on the prefent occafioii, beg leave ta 
bring back the recolleflrion of the Houfe to the origin of 
fuch a doftrine, and to point out, that during the difcuffioft 
of the whole of the Irifti buRftefe, v*l\\k Vve ^tvA lv\^ &\e«!4^ 
uniformly endeiTOured to ;irgae im A)wt ^itswciAs. ^^ t^w«^ 
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, and reciprocal adirantage to each kingdom, they .were an-' 
fwered from the other fide of the Hotife by arguments whicl* 
b»d for their backs nothing elfe but this now reprobated idea 
of' the incompatibility of Englifh and Irifli interefts, from 
whence it was inferred that an arrangement to benefit dtie 
country muft proportionably injure the other. The right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had ventured reprehenfibly 
f!%r, indeed, by faying ^at the two countries were in a fitu« 
ation iknilar- to that* which precedes the commencement of 
war— one having made demands with which the other had 
xcfufed to comply. What would the right honourable gen- 
tleman think, were two friends, proceeding to fettle an ac- 
oonnt, to find themfelves ftiddenly mtcrrupted by fome good- 
natured friend foggefting the danger of any propofal being 
made by oiie until there was a certainty the other would 
^ree to it — for, in tbat cafe, exclaims the mediator, yod 
muft go to war !— Mr. Pitt concluded by remarking, that no 
perfon could have lamented more fincerely than himfelf over 
die fiiilure of the Iriih negociation ; expreifing, at the fame' 
tiiiia, bow fervewtly he bad hoped that Great BHtain might, 
upon the broad bans of mutual advantages have tranlhiitted 
to the fifter kingdom a full {hare of her commercial felicities. 

Mr% F$x replied, that he felt it difficult to avoid fmiling Mr. For.' ] 
at the abfurdity of the right honourable gentleman's argu- 
ments refpe^ng the acceffion of Hanover to the Germanic 
league, as it was obvious that the Regency of Hanover 
ought neither to form laws nor enter into any treaties wbich 
might prove injurious to Great Britain, confequently it 
behoved the Minifte'rs of this country to have prevented 
their entering into any alliances which might involve ferious 
confequences to the interefts of England. If Hanover, 
thinugh this miftaken policy, fliould Uiftain a detriment, it 
naturally followed that Great Britain muft become her gua- 
rantee. Such was the drift of his argument ; and he only 
bad contended that Minifters were not warranted, by any 
plea or pretended exigency whatfoever, to difable Great 
Britain from a£ling fubfequently with the Emperor, pro- 
vided that a co-operation of this nature fhould Appear the 
iBoft likely to advance tlie interefts of the former. And, 
furely, the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) would 
not prefumie to run lengths to which no former Minifters 
had daringly proceeded, and difavow the fulleft refponfibi- 
lity for all theeounfels which he might give his royal Matter 
in his charafter of Eleftor of Hanover. The right honou- 
rablegentlemanfeeme^! eager (Mr. Fox obferved) to meet hi* 
fit^ments with unjuftifiaMe mifreprefentation; and the^efiotfe 
he muft define him to' bear in mind, tWx.>«\it;tv\i^^'»^ ^^^«^ 
^coirf* ipealc'more freeW coticwtvin^ o>ax ^xX^^^^^ot^* 
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iBcftions with" foreignr powers than if he were i Minifler, he 
did not (in faft, he could not) mean, even in the moil dif- 
tant manner, to drop the flighteft intimation that he was 
more entitled than the right honourable gentleman to utter 
words, including an unpardonable tendency to wound the. 
interefts of his country. The fuUeft {copt of his allufion 
was, that he felt himfelf warranted to mention PVance as the 
natural enemy of Great Britain, in terms more open and un- 
guarded than thofe confiftent with the referve which, upon. 
, principles of decent policy, a Minifter cither is, or ought to 
he, under the neceffity of maintaining. The right honou-. 
rable gentleman had been pleafed to exercife hjs wonted in-. 
genuity, by putti;ig the cafe of two private men engaged 
upon the fettlement of an account, and tracing out the fup- 
pofed abfurdity of contending that they ought to be excluded, 
from all power of giving it a previous difcuffion. Be tic. 
abfurdity what it might, he would, with chearfulnefs, mo-. 
nopolize the whole, and ftill ftedfaftly and inviolably em- 
brace his former argument, that in great queftions requiring 
a fettlement between two princes, two Parliaments, or two 
powers, confiderations and objefts would arife of which the^^ ^ 
difcuffion could never prove allowable, except* under the. 
firmeft affurances that both parties were ultimately deter- 
mined to receive them with unequivocal aflent, 

Mr. Pitt. Mr. Pitt replied, that whenever the right honourable gen-. 
tieman fhould chufe in a proper way to take up the ground. 
of the.fuppofed refponfibility of Minifters for the part which 
their Sovereign might take, refpe6ling his territories and con-: 
ceins in the Eledlorate of Hanover, he would meet him aiid . 
inveftitage the fubjedl. Nor had he contended againft .the 
refponfibility, but only urged the needleffiiefs of infornviog 
the Parliament, at the prefent junfture, what fteps the Crown; 
had taken with regard to the Eledlorate of Hanover. 

Mv.Fran- Mt. Francis (vddy that when he came into the Hcufe,. he. 
had no thoughts of taking part in any debate which might 
arlfe upon that day : that he feldora troubled the Houfe, and 
never long ; that fome things, which had fallen from Mr. 
•Pitt, compelled him now to rife, and to requeft their atten- 
tion for a few minutes. That Mr. Pitt, in fpeaking of our 
affi\lrsin India, had given a very flattering, defcriptioii of. 
them, and had advanced many fovou rable afTertions concern- 
ing them, which he could afTure the Houfe were utterly ' 
groundleftj : that the reverfe of every thing which Mr. Pitt 
• had affirmed was the truth, and that be would prove it to be 
fo from authority; which he was fure^that Mr. Dundas at. 
leaft, who ought to know fomething of the matter, would ; 
not controvert y That the HovAfe \\?^d o?t^t\ \\e^xd.thft fame 
fort o/ianguage from Mr. PVXf. xVv^cX^ \u ioivftat x:v»r.^> W.^ 
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might have b^n excufable in holdiiig out hopes and prom ifes, 
on whicli it was poffible he himfelf might have depended; .. 
' but that now, with the certain knowledge that all his prd- 
fefled hopes had been difappointed, and with the experience 
of two years before him, in which his promjfes had .com>- 
pletely failed, his continuing to hold the f^me language was 
unpardonable. That Mr. Pitt had joined with the Directors 
in deceiving the Public, or at leaft had given them counte- 
nance in endeavouring to deceive. With rcfpeft to the ftate 
of the Company's finances in India, Mr. Francis faici, that 
fo far from their being in that flourifhing condition repre- 
fented by Mr. Pitt, they were in as great, or greater drftrefs' 
than ever. That at Bomliay they had no revenue at all pro- 
portioned to their current expence : that the bonded debt 
there now amounted to 3,ooo,cool. fterling, which bore an 
intereil of nine per cent, per ann. and was continually in-r 
creafing by half-yearly converfions of the intereft into car 
pital. That he did not know what tlje amount of the debt 
at Madri^s might be, but he knew it was confiderable, and 
4:hat that prejjdency w;is finking under its diilrefles. In proof 
of this affertion he read part pf a letter from Mr. Macpherfoh 
to the Court of Direflors, dated 30th of July, 1785, as fol- 
lows :— r*^ In the Carnatic your late orders bad been parried 
into fome efieft; the general, ruin which that country has 
undergone from the devaftation of war, will keep your af- 
fairs in that quarter a long time in diftrefs.^ 

He then reminded the H^^ufe of the error, of which he 
had already convidled the Direclors in their calculation and 
promifes exhibited to the Houfe above two years ago. That 
he had convifted them of promifing a furpius of above 
1,500,9001. fieri ing in the Bengal revenues on the ift of 
May, 1785, which they were to apply to the difcharge of 
their debts, but which, in effefr, turned out a dei\ciency to 
more than tbar amount; fo that their efiimates had impofed 
upon Parliament to the amount of more tlian 3,000.0001. 
fterling in the revenues of one year. But die language then 
hbiden in defence of that error, was, that their eilimate did 
not include fome expences which could not be forcfeen ; th.at 
jt relied on favings, w^hich, as it happened, could not I>q 
made in that fpecific year, and that it provided for all the 
arrears of the army, and all the outftanding chnr2;es of the 
war; but that in t\\e enfuing year, no fimilar caufes of ex- 
pence would exifl: ; that wonderful reforms would take place, 
and manifold favings arife out of them ; tliat the revenues 
of Bengal w^ould exhibit a furpius beyond all doubt and con- 
trarfiftion, fufiicient to make a confiderable diminution of 
their debt: that Mr. Pitt even now couUv^w^Sl xoVo\^ \l!^^ 
iijwe fori of language^ and talked oi {\XTo\MS<ii \ti v^vaVv^^"^^ 
"^Fjox. XIX. E ^^N^w^^\ 
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revenues, imder the inftant application of which all their debts 
and incumbrances would fpeedily be annihilated. 

Mr. Francis faid, he hoped that the right honcfurabld gen- 
tleman when he talked of the aflual exiftance of means to 
conftitute a powerful finking fund at home, fpoke with better 
knowledge and information of the fubjefl than he appeared 
to poflefs concerning the Indian revenues : that, fo far from 
having a furplus in Bengal, even in this third year of peace^ 
when fo much oeconomy had been proraifed, the balance of 
the eftimate of refources and difburfements for the year end- 
ing May I, 1785, was againft the Company to the amount 
of i,200,oool. fterling : that their bonded debt and unfatis- 
fied demands on the Treafury, by the lafl accounts, amounted 
to 3,oco,oool. fterling, and that this debt was evidently in 
a courfe of increafe rather tlian diminution, and muft con- 
tinue (b, as long as their current expences exceeded, as they 
ftill did, their current refources. With refpeft to the boafte^ 
reform which had been fo much and fo often fpoken ofj 
he faid, it had yet produced no material efFeft ; and in fupport 
of this, read another paflage from the letter from Mr. Mac* 
pherfon as follows : " The great and fnoft important work 
^' of a reform in the expences of this government, which 
** was refolved upon, and in fome degree begun before the 
« departure of Mr. Haftings, has been carried through under 
** every influence that I could exert, nnd every effort of the 
" abilities of your prefent Adminiftration. I muft, at the 
f- fame time, regret that the progiefs made in this falutary 
** meafure is not equal to my wilhes/ nor has it in any verj 
** alleviating degree relieved your diftrefTes." 

With refpefi to the late India bill, the merits and goo<^ 
effects of which Mr. Pitt had exalted in high terms, Mr. 
Francis begged leave to remind the Houfe, that he had op^ 
pofed it in every ftage, without knowing or confidering how 
it wa^ lifely to be receive^ in India. That he bad oppofed 
it on what he thought the true principles of this conftitu- 
tion, becaufe it invaded the original arid unalienable rights of. 
a confiderable part of his fellow fubje<3s, ' which thev ha4 
not acquired by their virtues, and. If they were ever (o cri- 
minal, could not forfeit by their crimes; that ii> to be tried 
by a jury of their peers, however enormous the magnitude of 
their offences micht be. That it was plain he a£^ed on this^ 
principle alone, fince it was well know ri, that* his c^nriefc- ' 
tions with the gentlemen of India were not very intimate pr 
extenfive ; confequently, that there was' no perfonal reafdn 
why h^ fhould be particularly forward in their - defence. 
That he knew many of them to be worthy men; but, if he 
had thought otherwife, his condudl would have been the 
/kwe» Th^Lt it was very rematV^bl^ jiYvax>'«^^^^EvaA &axsfc 
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his uhnoft to oppofe the bill, the perfons who fupported it 
iiioft ftrenuoufly, and wl^p in effe<Sl carried it into a law, 
were the friends, the relations, and the companions of thofe 
againft whom the law was to ojperate ; that it was ihameful 
to fee the fame perfons, who, it wealth implied guilt, were 
the moll guilty, who had returned from India loaded with 
fortune, and nbw fat in Parliament fecure againft all inquiry 
•—to fee thcfe very perfons making laws to reftrain and pu^ 
niih, with unheard-of feverity, others, at leaft as merito- 
rious as diemfelves, and certainly more innocent, that is, as 
far as poverty implies innocence. That the only perfons 
upon whom the law would bear, and againft whom it would 
operate, were thofe who had not acquired fortune enough 
to leave India before the time limited by the aA for the com- 
mencement of the inquifition; whereas to all thofe who had 
alj"eady acquired fortune enough' to be able to come to En- 
gland before January 1787, this boafted law held out indul- 
gence, fecurityi and protoftion ; that is, it deferred the ex- 
ertion and application of all its rigour, until thofe who 
ought to be the ohjefts of its feverity had put themfelves 
under ftielter, andout of the reach of inquiry. — Mr. Francis 
faid, that while the bill was depending, he had fpoken of it 
Vith a dfeteftation and abhorrence which it inight not be de- 
tent to apply to an exifting law : but he hoped, that before 
the end of the prefent feffion, he ftiould fee fomc attempt 
hiade to repeal this law entirely, or, if that could not.be ob- 
tained, at leaft to repeal that part of it which invaded the 
nghts and attacked the freedom of the nation at large : 
that* he flood upon the vita antique of the conftitution, the 
tmalienable right of every Engliftiman to a trial by his peers; 
that Mr. Pitt had endeavoured to abolifli the trial by jury 
in one inftance, and defend it by arguments which would 
equally apply to other cafes and other clafles of men. That 
thefe were the fteps by which the worft principles were gra- 
dually eftablilhed> and the beft political inftitutions fooner 
or later fubverted. That the fadl of itfelf was dangerous, 
and the doArines by which it was fupported equally weak 
and profligate : fii*ft, that Mr. Pitt had declared, that mili- 

. tary men, that our foldiers and failors, had voluntary re- 
nounced that privilege, of which the Eaft- India Company's 
fervants were deprived by this law; and that at all events it 
was no hardfhip to thofe perfons, fince they were at liberty 

; to choofe whether they would continCre in the Company s 
fervice or not,, and had fufficient time allowed them to make 
tlieir option. That, irt the firft ptace, the conclufipn drawn 
from the ftate and circumftances of military n\ew\.o\3cv'& o"Cc«.'^ 
members of the community was fa\fe^iv3L3L\>^>xtSL% *\\v^\^ 
unys^rmr W3s admitted to be neceffai^, \\ io\\a!^^^^^\'^^^ 
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litary men muft be governed by the ftridl rules of military 
difcip'finfe; and thdt as to themfelves they fuiFered no in- 
juftice, fince they previoufly knew what they had to truft to. 
But that if fuch a conclufion could fairly be drawn iirora the 
difcipline of the army to deprive the reft of the community 
of their civil rights, it waS a reafon ftfonger than any wc 
had ever had for curfmg the introduction of a ftanding army 
. into the conftitution of this country. That it was abfolutely 
falfe that an option was given to tli^ Company's fervants. 
The perfons in queftion were already engaged in that fer- 
vice; they had ferved in it many years ; they had acquired 
no fortune ; their fole dependance refted on the occupation 
in which they were engaged, and all their prolpecfts in li& 
were confined to it. Was it an opinion to fuch perfons ^o ' 
tali them, that if they did not accept of the terms newly 
impofed upon them, they were at liberty to come home i 
That is, if they did not fubmit to give up their birthright 
by ftaying in India, they might pfelerve their birtnright by 
a furrender of all their c(aims and merits in the India-ConiP- 
pany^s fefvice, and return to ftarve in England. 

Mr, Francis faid, that he objedled to the law as fubverfivt 
of the principles of the conftitution, and not to bejuftifieJ 
by any precedents oppofed to principles. That he nevet 
would admit that the King, Lords, and Commons had. a 
right to take the trial by jury out of the Englifh conftitu- 
tion. That Mr. Pitt's telling the people iii India what they 
were to expe6l if they continued there, was no anfwer to thtf 
objection. That on the fame principle he might have intro- 
duced the rr.ck and the torture, and, provided he gave them 
timely notice of his intention, the parties concerned would 
have no right to objedt to it; for that, if they were unwif- 
ling to fubmit to the rack and the torture, it depended oil ! 
themfelves to leave the country before the law began to 
operate. 

Mr. Frar^cis cautioned the perfons who had the manage- 
ment of India afFairs, to adl with prudence and circumfpcc- 
tion in the prefent crifis ; but, that this was a fubje<5l oa 
whicli he thought it right to fpeak with great referve, wifli- 
ing them only to remember, that Bengal was utterly unaf^ 
failable by the power of (ircat Britain. He concluded with 
faying, that he lamented the precedent unnccefTarily efta- 
bliihed by this law of depriving Britifli fubjt' ds of the trial 
by jury, for ;nany reafons : firfi, for the injury which it did* 
to^the community at large, as a dangerous example; fecondly, 
for the fake of the perfons immediately aifetfted by it; and, 
finally,' for a reafon, which, though of much lefs importance, 
Ae co/i/e/Ied was particularly p^xlwfvil to lVvu\felf, from th? 
refbedl he bore to the luemotv oi ;)t tioWia \^\lvii?w xs^'^Rx. 
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Pitt ; that he was forry to fee that two ideas which lie nevtflr 
thought could comejunder any poffiblefuppofition, wereuriitedi 
— that of the name of the right honourable gentleman, and of 
th^ deftrucSion of the trial by jury, fhould belong to one an- 
other, and be delivered down to pollerity together, 

Mr. Dundas remarked that, feeling it his duty to rife in Mr. fiui^ 
vindication of the laft Eaft-India bill, he fliould ftate what^"* ' 
moft certainly was the meaning of his right honourable 
friend (Mr. Pitt) when he mentioned the comparative ftaU* 
of the finimces of the Eaft -India Company and this country. 
The tendency of his argument was to prove, that, confider- 
ing the debt ov^ing by the India Company, the ftate of het » 
revenue being fo ftiuch greater than her difburfemehts, lli^ 
might entertain the rhoft flattering profpedl not only of pay- 
ing the debt, bt!t of acquiring great wealth; and, theteforei 
undoubtedly, her fituation. was, by a multitude of degrei^Sj 
preferable to that of this country, of which the revenue, how- 
ever great, could not bear any proportion in pgint of the pro- 
fpeft of getting rid of the debt it owed, which had increafed 
in equal meafure and rapidity with the diminution of its 
power. Whatever accounts the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Francis) might have received frorti letter extraQs, from two 
fcraps of paper, in his mind they ought to have no weight 
with the Houfe, as the one was mere matter of private opi- 
nion, and the other apparently the fentiments of perfon§ who 
thought the bill would prevent them from making fortunesj 
in the w^iy which had excited fuch a violence of complaint. 
As to thie rioticfe of moving for a repeal of the bill, he fhould 
at prefeiit only fay, that vyhenfoever it fhould be brought 
forward, either for a repe;il of the whole, of part, he would 
freely deliver his fentiirientJ^, and defend the fteps which his 
right honourable friend ^nd he had taken; a. defence capable 
(he had the vanity to believe) of refcuing the Company from 
the hurt it had received, more by the infjnuations of the ho- 
nourable gentleman, than from the eloquence of the right 
honourable member (Mr. Fox) who fpok« before him. Evea 
the moll powerful diffplay of the brilliant oratory of the lat- 
ter could not operate with fo deep and dangerous an impref- 
fion. as the dark, yet apparently ingenuous, infinuaticns of 
the former, to whom he ihould chearfully •|)l<*dge himfelf to 
enter, at a proper time, into a difcufllon of the ftate of the 
Bengal revenues, and of other points relating to llie Kaft 
Indies, not doubting but that he could prove the faliibiliiy 
of his afTertions. 

Mr. Francis anfvvered, that he was glad Mr. Dundas had Mr: Tti-ii^ 

rbmifed to enter into a djfcufTion of thp revenue accounts, cis; 

ecaufe he concluded, from that promif*, x.Vvdx x\\^ y'^>^'^\^^^^ 
cejJkfy foe going itLto that difcuff\oa v^ouVi iv<:i>;.\>'^ \^W^^\ 
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when they fliKhild be called for ; and he dianked Mr. Dundas 

for giving him that fatisfaflion. 

. Dtin- Mr. Dundas rofe, and declared^ that he maft refbfe thofe 

■^* thanks; nor would ht promife to produce papers until be 

knew the objeft. 

in- ' Mr. Francis faid, there could be but one paper immediatdy^ 

"^^ ill queftion, viz. the eflimate of refources and difburfemtnts- 

for the year ending the rft of May, 1786. 
Mjy'or Major Scott obfcrved, that far from admitting the juftice 

^^"^^ of the colouring of an honourable menber (Mr. Francis) 
Whetl be painted the fupftofed deplorable fituation of Afiatic 
aitairs, he was totally of a dijSereiit opinion, ^nd could not 
conceive why he or- any other gentleman fliould attempt to 
inculcate principles deilitute otany foundation. But» the 
honourable geritleman was refolved to feize on every oppor* 
tunity of throwing an odium on the prefent fyfteqi ; ancLde^ . 
fpifedf all ideak of impartiality, provided that he fucceeded 
in his favourite obje6l. He likewife had received letters 
from India, which militated very much againft the honou- 
rable gen tleman*s aflert ions ; and as he flattered himfelf tbey 
were founded in truth and equal refpcftability, he wa< of opi^ 
hion, that his information would totally fubvert that of the 
honourable gentleman. With refpe£l to the accpun^ whicti 
Lord Macartney had given in, concerning his fortune ac- 
quired in Indiaj it comprehended only an eftimatc of the 
riches which he had acquired for thefe lafl two years, and not 
during the whole period of his abfence from Europe.— -He 
did not, by arty means, wilh to detradl from his Lordihip^i 
well-known principles of juflice and integrity, but ha appre- 
hended that it was an ohfervation worthy of notice.— ^ With 
regard to Mr, Haftings, he was ready at any time to give the 
Houfe or nation ample fatisfa6lion relative to the riche^ 
which he had accumulated in India. All this had he long fince 
• offered ; nnd the Direftors well knew that his fortune was 
Inconfiderable. Like oihers, he only wifhed to have the ac- 
count voluntary and not Compulfive. When a candid iii^ 
yeftigation took place, he was fully perfuaded that many 
gentlemen i^ho had been particularly a3ive in their condeob* 
nation of this great charadi'rr would altertbeir opinions, and 
blufh over thd violence of their rancour and their prejudice; 
Itti-. Mar- Mr. Marilriy defiring permiiBon totrefpafs for a few mo- 
^»«*- mcnts, upon the patience of the Houfe, faid that he flattered 

himfelf that his requ eft would not be rejected, as it was well 
known how feldom he deviated from an habitual filence. Me 
lamented, that there was on the oppofite fide of the Houfe a 
fpirit of illiberal oppofition to the prefent government, whofe 
exertions certainly defer ved more indulgence and candour. 
But he appU\xd^d that fp\T\X-o{ u^xvotv^ tRcoivoKv^ which 
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thnfe gentlemen profeftd ; and, proceeding on. this idca^ h# 
muft exprefs his forrow for the charge of pj^ofuCon whic^ 
had been brought agajnft' the right Honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt), whofe patriotifm and integrity deferved, and 
ought to|gain, the tribute of unanimous approbation. As this 
was an accufation of a ferious nature, and contrary to the 
right honourable gentleman's acknowledged principles of in* 
tegrity, he confefTed, that it -would give him and the Houfe 
"confiderable fatisfadlion if his right honourable friend would * 
enter into an explanation of the reafon for allowing a falary 
to a Spanifh A^ibaflador, who had not pe«:formed any of tl^c 
•duties imcumbcnt upon him, and who bad not fo much as 
refuled in the country for which he was appointed. With 
|-egard to India, he wifhed that fuch an afylum had never 
been thrown open to adventurers ; but, if gentlemen were re- 
folved to go thither, in his opinion \t followed, that their 
claim to the protedlion of a Britifh legiflation fhould die 
awav, and heartily did he wilh that they never n^ight levifjt 
their native country. / 

Mr. Fitt replied, that he cqnfiJered it as barely an a<3 of Mr.Fji^ 
juftice to fliew the moil refpedul attention to any member, 
-virtuous and independent like the honourable gentleman who 
fp)ke laft. Anxious to deferve bis good opinion'^ he Ihould 
truly anfwer, that with regard to allowing a falary to an Am* 
baflador for the court of Spain, it had been agreed to from a 
principle of policy ; becaufe at the time w»hen the noble Earl 
(of Chefterfield) was aDpointed, an Ambaffador was expeded 
from thence to tliis Court. The noble Earl who had ac- 
cepted the appointment, certainly, from his knowledge and 
ability, had every claim to fuch a didinftion. He now, how^^ 
ever, rWfe to inform the Houfe and his honouiable friend, 
that His Majefiy> after confidering the circumftance alluded ^ 
to, had been gracioufly pleafed to approve of his Lordfliip*$ 
conduft ; but, at the fame time, to order his immediate re- 
turn to this country. This communication he hoped would 
iatisfy the Houfe, and convince every unprejudiced mind^ 
that His Majefty's Miniflers were refolved to adopt the moft 
rigorous plans of occonomy. He trufted that this explana- 
tion would remove all exceptions; and convince all difpofed' 
to look on minifterial meafures with an eye of candour, that 
ceconomy was flill their favourite objeft. 

Mr. fi^/rA**? now entering the Houfe, ^ 

Major S^ott begged leave to remind a right honourable gen- m^^t - 
tleman, whom he, at length, faw in his place, that, at. the Scott* 
conclufion of the preceding feffion, he had pledged himfelf t6 
bring forward a motion in the courfe of the prefent, refpeft* 
jng a gentlenian but lately returneflfrom Bengal (Mt. H^- 
ings.) Hfe fliould now take the Uterty to bi\i\^ X\\^ cvTc.xxwi- 
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ftanoe to the recolleilion of the right honourable gentleman, 
^nd to requeft that he would have the candour and fairnefs to 
fay when be meant to proceed, if he did mean to proceed at 
arf ; that he embraced this firft opportunity to call upon him, 
and trufted that, if he had any thing to offer refpefting the 
condu£l of Mr. Haftings, he would fubmit it to the Houfc 
with all pofTibie expedition, 

Mr tot. Mr. Fox replied, if his right honourable friend defigned, 
(but this be did not believe) fo far to negledl his duty, a$ 
to forget to fulfil his promife, the honourable gentleman 
might reft aflureJ, that other members wouM make th« 
point an objedt of inveftigation. 

Mr. Burkf, Mr. Burke faid, that he fliould anfwer the liQUOurable gen- 
tleman with a fhort anecdote of Henry the Fourth and tlie 
Duke of Parn:;n, who came from Amiens to fight him at 
Paris, when the former urging him to meet him on a cer- 
tain day, the Duke replied, that he had not travelled fo far 
as from Amiens to Paris, to learn from his enemy the pro- 
pereft time and place for meeting him in a duel. 
' The queftion was now put on the amendment, and nega- 

tived; after which the refolution was read and agreed to; and, 
next referred to a Committee, who formed it into an addrefs, 
to be, on the morrow, reported and read a firft and fecon4 
time. 

TVednefdaVy 25th January, 

"NTr, Smyth brought up t?ie Report of the Connnittee, tQ 

whom the refolution agreed to by the Houfe on Tuefday 

was referred, for the purpofe of forming it into an addreff, 

in anfwer to His Majefty's moft grnci(.us fpcech fr6m the 

throne, and the fame having been read a firft time, 

*ri-,cEarlof The Earl cf S'r^rrrj* exprefled his wifiies for an elucida- 

Surrcy. tion of a particular paflix^o in the f}>cech from the Throne^ 

■ in which the Commons being addrefled, mention was made. 

of lome little addition to the public burdens. If by this was 

meant merely- the modincatiorj of fuch taxi2is as e5q>erienc^ 

had proved to reqxiire fome little alteration in the mode of 

impofition, he fliould have no objedlion; tut if it was to bf 

underftood from it that new^ and additional taxes were pro- 

pofed to be laid on the fubjedl, he fhould in that cafe flrenur 

oufiy objeft to it ; and, under this idea, he judged it cagdid to 

deliver his opinion at an early period, and the ratliQ^r, becaufe 

*', the words had not merely excited an alarm, but ^0^2^t;d) 

the public funds with fome degree of detriment. ^ '»^«. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid that, as the obfervations which he fhouU 

beg leave to make, bore an affinity to his remarks, on thp 

preceding day, they would lie all vvithin a narrow .comt 

.ff^s^. Rejppm . ia the 'aierAoxv o^ <*cv^ Wowfe ^^\^ \v\% >«» 
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queftions to a right hoftouirable gentleman^ (Mr. Pitt). T6 
one of thefe he had given a precife and clear anfwer; to thd 
other he had not fpoken in terms equally unambiguous ; and 
as that was a queftion of infinite importance to the interefts of 
the country, it ^as his duty to endeavour, ifpoiflifole, to obtain 
fuch an anfwer as AiouM remove all doubt and difficulty; 
What he alluded to was, the particular degree in which 
MiniftersheTd Great Britain tb be committed, as to any futulift 
confequences that might arife from the efifeft of ''the leagtie 
entered into by the ElcAor of Hanover with the Eleftor of 
Saxony, the King of Pruffia and other Germanic Princesi 
He was aware, that the right honourable g^ntlem^in at th* 
head of His Majefty's councils had difclaim^d ali refponfi- 
bility for the wildom and jwlicy of the meafare, had ftated 
it to be a feparate and diftinft tranfaftion from any Britifli 
concern, and had declared that Great Britain was hot com- 
mitted as* to her future condudt, fhould the league be pi-o- 
duftive of difturbances in the empire, in which her interefts 
might call her into aAion. . . If this was really and txulf ih6 
cafe, and Cireat Britain was not efFefted at all by the 
league, the more clearly it was known in that Houfcj to the 
Public, and to all Europe, the better ; becaufe however Well 
we underftc^ the diftindlion between Great Britain and 
the Eleftorate of Hanover, as feparate States, it was h6t ± 
very eafy matter to teach foreign powers to underftand th^ 
fame difcrimination. A variety of poflible cafes entitled in 
which it would be almoft out of the power of this country 
to adhere to any fuch diftinftibn in praftice, however clearl^ 
it might be defined in theory. It might, hereafter, happett 
that circumftances would make it an eflential policy in Great 
Britain to join the Court of Vienna, and to proceed In couh** 
teraftion of the league. In th^t cafe, as all treaties wert 
offenfive in their eflfedt, though nominiilly defenfive, a wa^ 
between the parties to the league and its opponents might 
probably arife. Granting the likelihood of fuch a war, could 
the Britifh troops adt againfl thofe of Hanover t Or, ta 
make the cafe Itronger, and yet to put a poffibie cafe, fup* 
pofe thfe Elector of Hanovet were to head his troops ia 
perfon, (and they were al! aWare that it was not a new thin^ 
for an Ele<5tor of Hanover to take the command in the field) 
who would fay that the Britifh army could be diredted Id 
aiSt' hoftilely againft tioops led by their Sovereign in th* 
characStcr of i^lftdot of Hatiovef ? The fuppofition te^ftidl 
with the moft grofs abfurdity, and it was to fhew tfe^ ^x* " - 
traordinary ptedteiament' itito t^hi<ih the Elector ef Hoho* 
ver^s becoming t Jjatty to a league of the ftature vti t:^^^SSS5Q;^ 
and without the iid vice of a M'miftet t^t-potv^Vb^TXAi^Sf^ 
daa to that Houfc, mk^ ^r^v9 Gtiw* BVWK*kv *«A '*Wte^ 
Vol. XIX. F ^> 
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its interefts, that he brought forward fuch unaccountable 
cafes. One hiftorical example would ftrengthened the argu- 
ment which he had ufed, and prove beyond all doubt the 
snifchiefs to which this country was liable to become ex- 
pofed) by confidering herfelf as wholly independent of the 
mterefts of Hanover. The- cafe to which he alluded, was. 
that of George the Firft, who, by his treaty with Denmark 
for the fale of Bremen and Verden, drew down upon him 
the vengeance of Sweden; and the confequence was, this 
country had been threatened with an inyafion, the moft 
alarming, and the mofl dangerous to the liberties of Englifli- 
men of any it ever had occafion to expedl. (ieneral Stan- 
hope, at that time the Minifter of the Crown, had, when 
the treaty was firft heard of^ come down to that Houfe, and 
ufed precifely the fame fort of language as that uttered by 
the right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Pitt) on the preced- 
ing day. He had talked of the feparate and diftindl intei^fis 
of Great Britain and Hanover, and had faid that the Britiih 
Parliament had nothing to do w.ith the condudl of His Ma- 
jefty refpedling his Eleftoral dominions; but what was the 
confequence ? The very next year. General Stanhope, who 
held this language, came down to the Houfe, and urged the 
expences which His Majefty had incurred on account of his 
purchafe as a plea for calling for additional fupplies. If the 
matter were not now fully and clearly afcertained, fo that 
foreign powers, as well as that Houfe, might be certain that 
Great Britain was not committed as to any part which her 
policy might diflate to her as moft advifable to purfue here- 
after, in the cafe of a war in Germany, the right honou-* 
rable gentleman, who had on the foregoing day difclaimed all 
refponfibility for the wifdom and policy of the meafure in 
; queftion, might come down to the Houfe, on a fubfequent 
occafion, and make that very meafure, refpeding which the 
Britifh Parliament was excluded from all inquiry and control, 
the ground of an application for additional fupplies. Mr. 
Fox concluded, by obferving, that he never fpoke concerning 
a point of ftate with lefs reluctance, perfuaded that, on the 
prefent occafton, he neither divulged a fecret, nor gave the 
llighteft wound to the fecurity and interefts of the nation. 
Mr. Pitt. Mr. Pin replied, that if he felt aftonifhment, on the pre- 
ceding day, in difcovering that the right honourable gentle- 
inan had ufed no arguments which he could have wifhed to 
coincide with, he was now overwhelmed by furprife to find 
his reafohiqg ftili more unworthy of an imitation. The right 
. honourable gentleman had himfelf admitted that there wer 
fubjt^is on which His Majefty's Minifters could not with 
jM:ofirwty be fo explicit as indi^retit members of the Houfe. 
pQt hUjOstt^ he €onccWei thgit^ iLOiovx^'x c^u\\ssa% ^t^vcas^ 
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in fpeaking on the fubjefts of foreign politics was one part 
of the duty of His Majefty's Minifters, yet it was a duty 
which alfo belonged to every member of Parliament, nay, ta 
every good citizen ; however in each it might differ in degree, 
its nature was the fame in all. — ^It was, notwithftandlng, as he 
apprehencel, peculiarly improper fcr a gentleman, who had 
pofTeffed a high official fituation, and by whom the foreign* 
concerns of this country had been adminiftered — a gentle* 
man who had generally affected to hold himfelf out as a 
perfon of fingular weight and authority, to indiilge ii> fuch 
a latitude. In the debate of the preceding day the right 
honourable gentleman had gone, in his opinion, to moft inipro- - 

per lengths; but on this day he had difcovered, (he fuppofed 
from better judgement, and from more mature reflexion, 
perhaps, from ^//^/w«fl//r information) that he had not gone 
far enough, and had therefore refumed the fu\)je(S, in order, 
that as he had before difplayed his ingenuity and acutenefs, 
he might now prove equally diftinguilhed tor his informa- 
tion and his judgement. He had accordingly methodized his 
argument, and had brought it to a fpeoific and certain point,' 
He had firft laid it down that it would be a prejudice to this 
country, (hould the Princes of Europe confider her as bound- 
by the treaty to which Hanover had acceded, and yet he had' 
Gxercifed the whole ftrength of hrs abilities to perplex the 
argument, and to prove that flie was in faft thus abfolutcly 
bound. How he could juftify his intentions in this acknow- 
ledgment, and in this endeavour, he could not foreiee; for, 
liirely if it were, indeed, prejudicial to this country, that it 
ihould be underftood flie was concluded by the aft of the 
Miniftry of Hanover, that very circumftance ought to be a 
Efficient reafon for every friend to Great -.Britain to en- 
deavour, as much as poffible, to enforce and uphold the doc- 
trine, that Ihe was not fo concluded. It was difficult to 
ueconcile the caution of the right honourable gentleman to 
prevent this country being on any occafion embroiled for 
-Hanover, with his attempt to make the Minifters of Great 
Britain refponfible for the Government and politics of that 
country. If that were done, it would become a limb and 
member of the firitifli empire,* and as fuch would be entitled 
to demand proteftion. Should the Minifters of England in- 
terfere to prevent thofe of Hanover from forming fuch alli- 
ances and confederacies as they faw neceflary for her fafety, 
would they not have every right to demand, in cafi of future 
wars or dangers^ the afliftance of that country who had pre- 
vented them from arming themfelves with allies and with 
friends, and would not this country be bound to affift them 
with, and even to the effufion of, the \;ift. ^to^^ "^^^ ^\v5ix. 
could be more ridiculous than the idea ot X\i'& iX^^VkSW^a"^^^"^ 
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gentleman, that the method of fecuring the friendihip of the 
Imperial court, was by putting ourfelves into the neceffity 
of interfering in (German politics, and abandoning that op* 
tion of neutrality, which, ftandiag as we do now, detached fcoa» 
the government of Hanover, it was in our power to n^ike ?— ^ 
Mr. Pitt clofed his remarks by decbring» that he had now dif«i 
CuiTed the fuhjed as far as he felt hi mfelf warranted to exannine 
it upon public ground ; that perliaps, even a greater degree 
of referve would have become hioi better ; and that, here^ 
he dfQpped the point, refoived no more to fufier the right 
honourable gentleman to bring him to its inveilfgation. 
Blr. Fox. Mr. Fox reprobated (what he defcribed as) the uncandid 
Qiifreprefentation which the right honourable gentleman had 
put upon his arguments, ftriying %o prove (what did not exift) 
^is deviation from the charadlei: of a good citizen. Did the 
rjght honourable gentleman imagine, tjiat tlie iafSls upon 
>vhich he had reafoned were any lecret, or that any of the 
European powers needed to fend here for information ren 
fpeiS^ing their nature? The contrary was notorioufly trge 9 
the circumftances to which he. alluded in argument were 
well known. Let the right honourable gentleman recoUei^ 
the ftylepf the different letters fent from the Courts of I^oriN* 
don, Verrailles, and Peterlburgh, to the King of Pruffia,. on 
^he fubjetSt of the league, ftating that thp Court of Veriailles* 
hud fent a letter, couched in terms of civility, and implying, 
fometliiiig like an approbation of the league, and that the 
Court of Peterlburg had fent one, full of civility, but expref«i 
fmg extreme regret that any fuch league had Iwen enteied 
into in confequence of groundljefs doubts and ill-foundedr 
jealoufies. Into how ftrange a fituation muft Great Britain 
fall, fhould a war in Germany be the confequence, and ihould 
file find it her iiitereft to conneft herfelf with tlie two ini»- 
perial courts. Could (he, with any decency, charge the lilec- 
tor of Hanoyer with having joined in a league formed upon 
groundlefs doubts and ill-founded jealoufies ? The right ho- 
nourable gentleman was pleafcd to indulge his talent for ridicilley. 
upon tlie fuppofition that he had fince the preceding day enjoyed 
the advantage of a diplomatique, information. He knew the; 
i;ei'pe6table qharadler to whom the exprefSon alluded; and* 
although h^ was not fo young as the right honourable gen« 
tleman, he^id not confider it as di(grace£ul to feek for in-' 
ftru6lion, nor was it congenial with his nature to hold him-- 
ielf up as a. man fuperior to thofe with whom he adled, how-' 
ever fuch extremes of vanity might actuate perfons of a cer-* 
tain temper. Let fuch, however, fteer at a proper diftance 
from the ridiculous and dangerous fuppofition that they could 
deceive the bulk of individuals ; v^or venture to imagine that,' 
although dariiig to lulitlt4fiiP/Anu(a£iuTev^ot^xfttX^\\\aMi\v^^ 
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tbe folfe conclufion that the Irifti propofition$ "were not 
hoftile to their interefts^ and to palm upon the fiftcr kingdom 
the fame foandalous idea, they might with impunity deceive? 
all men by what they faid; or> becaafe they had confidently 
prefumed to perfuade the iDanufadiH>eFS of this country, 
that the iFiih pfopofition^ contained fiothing^* detrimental 
to their interefts, and to telt the people of IrelUnd that 

Mr. Fax was called to or<ler by the Chair, the Irifh pro- 
pofitions not being under confideration. 

Mr, Pi{>t now, exclaimed: ^^GoonT Mr. Fojc replied, 
« No.; wc flull both have opportunities enow to difcufs 
the falyeS in the courfe of the feflSDnw** After this, bowing; 
'to the Chaip, he fat down, and dofed his fpeech. 

When, that part of the addrefs was read which related to 
the refolutions to be made the bafis of an adjuftment of the 
commeixrial intijrcourfe between Great Britain and Ireland, 

Mr. Sbertdan obferved, t4iat he had felt no little curiofity 
on the foregoing day, to know the nature of the reply 
which the Minifter deligned to make to the inquiries of his 
right honourable friend concerning the Irifli propofxtions ; 
and whether it was his intention to bring them forward bv a 
motion'. The right honourable gentleman, although entinifted 
to prepare the bill brought in upon the tweaity refolutions, 
did In that very bill totally depart from the refolutions as 
they had been voted. This was a grofs infult to the Houfe, 
andas ftrong a breach of faith with Parliament, , as aji indi- 
vidual could pofiibly commit. - He was indeed, aware that 
the right honouraWe gentleman had moved merely " that 
*^ leaye be given to bring in a bill upon the fubjefi: of the 
" refolutions,'* and- not tlpt. "the refolutions be put into 
" the ihape and form of a bill;" but ftill the meaning of that 
Houfe clearly was,, that the whole of the refolutions Ihould 
he ftridlly adhered to in the bill. He would not, now, take 
up the time of the Houfe, by going at large into proofs of 
his accufation; but he would remind them of one ftriking 
circumftance, and that would, fufficiently ihew that he was 
fognded in his charge. The right honourable gentleman 
(they muft all recoU^')*had repeatedly blanaed his right ho- 
nourable friend for making his grants in favour of Ireland' 
matters of (>erpetual. option, and had contended, that it was 
neceflary to enter into a treaty with Ireland, that fhould be- 
final and conclufiye ; hence his conitaot argument in defence of ' 
the propofitions had been, that they were to be final and con* 
clqfi*^e; Under that idea, he believed.it would be generally 
agroed, that the majority of that Houfe had voted for the* 
propofitions. What then were they to think ofthe condud^. 
of the right honourable gentleman, w\ve^ w^^oti «Kas»vivc\^ 
hif^biU t&y Oiould find, that fo malenaWv YvcA \\^ ftt^xj-^w^ 
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frpin tlie fpirit of the propofitions, • that,- inftead of the coxi-. 
ilition of the bill being final and condufive, it left the point 
open, and a matter of perpetual option. What miferable 
clianges had not that bufmefs perpetually experienced ! Mr. 
Pitt's bill was. different from the twenty refolucions^ and 
Mr, Orde's bill again bad been different from Mr. Pitt's. In 
corroboration of the affertion that the bill of Mr. Orde dif-i 
fared materially from Mr. Pitt's bill, he might quote the 
Irilli debates which had been reported with fmgular accuracy, 
but he would cite an authority not to be queftioned— the 
printed letter of the Secretary 6t State for Ireland to his con- 
ilituents. He then read a paflage to the Houfe from the forty- 
fecond page of the Secretary of State's letter. Before he dropped 
thefubiedl of the propofitions, Mr. Sheridan compared them 
%o buildings much too vifible in many parts of the kinjEdomy 
and called Mn Such-a-ones folly, for the abfurdity of their 
architedture and a multitude of inconveniences which ren- 
der it aUnoil impofiibe that they fhould continue long in«i 
habited. 
Attorn<7 1 1^6 Aitcrncy General replied to Mr. Sheridan, and re^ 
Gtncrai. the following paragraph from the addrefs of both Houfes of: 
P^irli-iment during the laft feffion, to prove that he w^. 
miftaken : 

*' We therefore deem it indifpenfable that thefe points; 
fliould be fecured, as conditions neceilary to the exillence and: 
cf 11 ration of the agreement between the two countries. They 
can only be carried into effcdl^ by laws to be pafled in the- 
Parlianient of Ireland, which is alone competent to bind 
Your Majefty's fubjedts in that kingdom, and whofe l^ifla- 
tive rights we fhall ever hold as facred as our own." 
Mr. ihcri- Mr. Sherid(in replied, and perfifted in making a pofitive and 
Jin. peremptory charge againft the Chancellor of the Exchequer^ 

ot having brought in a bill materially difierent from the re^ 
Iblution on which the Houfe had exprelTed it to be founded. 
The Houfe then adjourned. 

Tihurfdayy 26th January. 

The Earl of Courtown reported to the Houfe, that His 
Majefty, having been waited upon (purfnant to the order of 
yeiterday) humbly to know His Majefty's pleafure when he 
would be pleafed to be attended by this Houfe, had been 
pleafed to appoint this day, at three of the clock, at his' 
Palace of Saint James. 

The order of the day being read, the Houfe proceeded to 
take into confideration His Majefty's moft gracious fpeech to 
both Houfes of Parliament. 

And t/]e.f4me w$is again read b^ Mi. ^^geak&T. 
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Mr. Rofe having roadeamotibn, thiit a' fvpply be granted 
to His Majefty^ it was refolved, that the Houfe fhould^ou 
the iT^prrow mprning, refoWe itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, .to conficler of that motion. The Hoafe haying 
adjoumeil, afterwards, went to Saint James's with the follow- 
ing addrefs: . ' 

The humble addrefs of the Houfe of Commons, to the Kin^:; 



£>• 



" Moft Gracious Sovereign, 



" We, Your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjc£ls the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aflembled, beg 
leave to return Your Majefty our humble thanks, for your 
moft gracious fpeech from the Throne. 

«' We learn, with great fatisfa£lion, that the difputes whicli 
appeared to threaten an interruption to the tranquillity of 
Europe have been brought to an amicable conclufion, and 
that Your Majefty continues to receive from foreign powers 
the ftrongeft a^urances of their friendly difpofttion towards 
this country. 

*' We aredeeply fenfible of the bleffings which weexpericnce 
from the enjoyment of peace, in the extenfion of trade, the 
improvement of the revenue, >and the increafe of the public 
credit of the nation: and Your Majefty may rely on the 
utn^oft exertion of our zeal and induftry for the farther ad^ 
vancement of thefe important obje<9:s. 

** In order to promote, as far as in us lav, the common in- ^ 
terefts of all Your Majefty's fubjefis, we humbly laid before 
Your Majefty, in the laft feffion of Parliament, feveral re- 
folutions, as the bafis of an adjuftment of the commercial 
intercoufe between Great Britain and Ireland; but, as no 
cffe£iual |lep h:is been hitherto taken thereupon by the Par- 
liament of that kingdom, we do not find ourlelves at prefent 
enabled to make any farther progrefs in that falutary work. 

** We cannot refrain from of&ring the warmeft expreffions 
of our gratitude for Your Majefty's gracious aflurances of 
your earneft wifli to enforce ceconomy in every department : 
we ftiall be equally ready, at all times^ to make iuch pro- 
yifion as may be neceflary for every branch of the public 
fervice, particularly for maintaining the naval ftrength of 
thefe kingdoms on the moft fecure and refpedlbale footing. 
Pully imprefled with the necefllty of eftabliftiing a fixed plan 
for the reduction of the national debt, we ihalf lofe no time 
in entering on that important coniideration ; and it will 
'afford us the moft folid fatisfadion to find, that this moft 
deCrable ohjc£t may be attained with little addition to the 
public burdens, 

" The vigour ^nd refourcesTo happily mauifcfceiiVTi wix y^^- 
fent fituation xDuft give encouragement utiii^ c()ix&^t,ti»^ x.^ "^ 
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Your Majefty's fobje^s, ahd cannot fail to ammati^ our exer- 
tions iiiendeat"OUring, by a continued attention to the fecarity 
of the rev«niie> and the extenfion of trade, to confirm and 
improve the intreafing profperity of the empire. 

Friday f 28th. Jofiuary. 

The Speaker, as Toon as he had taken the chair, rofe up and 
reported His Majefty's anfwer to the addrefs of that rEoufe 
of Tuefday Itft, which was as follows : 

" Gentlemen, 

" I thank you for this very loyal addrefs. I receive with 
great fatisfaaion the aflurances of your difpofition to enter 
with zeai and induftry into the confideration of thofe iird- 
• • portant and falutary objefts which I have recommended to 
your attention." 
Mr Roic. '^^^ Houfe tefolved itfelf into a Committee of the vvhoi^ 
Houfe. 

Mr. Rofe moved, that His Miijcfty's fpeech be read, which 
was read accordingly ; and then he moved, that a lupply be 
granted to His Majefty, which being put and carried, the 
Chairman left the chafr and reported the fame. 

Mn Sheriff Saunderfon, attending at the door, Jie was or* 
dered to the bar, where he prefented a petition from the Lord ' 
Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of the city of Lon- 
. . don, praying a repeal of the fliop tax. It was ordered to be 
«:J1[""" laid on the fable. 

Sir fVatkln Lewis fignffied his mtentioni Of embracing th6 

earlieft opportunity to move for leave to bring in a bill to 

repeal the aft pafled in the laft feffion of Parliament, for lay* 

ing a duty upon ihops. He trufted that an occafion Would 

preferit itfelf foon after the delivery of petitions- upon the 

• iubjeft ; and when he could forefee it to a certainty, he 

would give a week's notice of his dcfign. ' 

i^trjcakin- ^^^* Jinkinfon^ begged leave to remind the Houfe of the 

ion. jneceffity of embracing fome immediate meafures, as a farthet 

relief to Newfoundland. The wifdom of the legHlature limitedt 

in the courfe of the laft year, thedXirtaion ot the Bill whfcfii 

allowed bread, flour, ,bifcuit, &c. to, be exported from thfc 

United States of America to Newfoundland during twelve 

months, which term being nearly expired. His NIajd[lj's 

Miniftens meant to adopt a fimilar bill for two years longer> 

by which time Newfoundland would probably, becooi^ 

fully fapplied, aad render farther aid from tnat^qnartit 

needlefs. '-:: * J 

Mr M A "^^^ ^* ^* 'V^o^ obferved, that although the bill would 

Hi/W ' ' parti'cuiarly affcd h\scottfta\ix.cwu (^v\v^ ^ttt^i^cC'At^ .l?«ae|. 
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et he was (p copvinced of tlie peceffity of the meafiarc, that 
e ftiould give it no oppofition. 

The Speaker having reminded Mr. Jenkinfon, that the 
regular way wa^ to let the bill originate in a Committee, the 
Houfe refolved itfelfiuto a Committee, Mr. Gilbert in the 
jchair. i. 

Mr. Jenkinfon then Amoved for le^ive to bring in a bill to Mr. jenT 
ailpv the Importation of bread, -flour, bifcult, &c from the*^inf«*. 
United States of America into Newfoundland ; which being 
agreed to, the Committeje broke up^ ap J Mr. Gilbert reported 
Che fame to th^ Houfe* 

Adjotiriied, ijintil 

Tuffday^ 3 1 ft January. 

The HoncMarahle Charles Marjham moved for leave to bring Honourabl 
in *• a bill for an>ending and reducing all the laws relative Charles 
** to the militia of that part of Great Britain called Eng- ^^^^"^^ 
*' land, into one a6l of Parliament ;" and begged permifiion 
briefly to explain the motives which induced him to foncic 
ihe attention of the Houfe to points of fuch particular imi» 
. portance. He flattered himfeif that it was fcarcely neoeffary 
to declare how much he deemed the militia tlie natural and 
moft conftitutional defence of the kingdom. A friend to it 
in the ftri<fteft fenfe of the expreffion,' he wiftied to rind it 
equally the favourite of the whole Houfe, and was perfuaded 
that nothing could prove fo prejudicial to the fervice as trea- 
ting it with indifference. ' A fet of gentlemen, who, like him- 
feif, had ferved in the militia, and were perfuaded of its great 
confequence, had, with him, direiSed their attention clofely. 
to the fuhjeft, and exerted their endeavours towards dilcover- 
jng the heft poflible means of preferving it upon a refpevStnble 
and uftful footing; and with fuch views, and under fuch cir- 
cumftance^, fliouTd he bring forward the motion of which he 
had already given notice. On this occafion, candour obliged 
him to declare, that he did not believe it pofliible to find any. 
Minifter who 'Would receive a propofal for improving the 
Ctuation in >ybich the militia flood, in a more fair, open, 
and proper manqen than the right honourable gentleman, 
ifvho prefided Over the Adminiftration of the national affairs^ 
This was the genuine fentiment of his heart, or he would 
not have uttered it^ arid no man, he flattered himfeif, could 
charge hrm wrth having purfued a conduit in that Houfe, upon 
any one occafion whatfoever, that was not direct and fincere^ 
Gentlemen would pleafe to recolleil the origin of the militia, 
the manner \x\ which its fervices were received, not only at 
the end of the war before the lafl, but at the conclufion of 
the laft wir-j and he would leave it to thewx Xj6 ix«^ xXx*^ \v\- 

/.V0I„XJX. G • ,Vt\^TvQ5t^ 



PARLIAMENTARY A. i?86. 

ferences from the fafls which he ihould ftate, and fubmit it 
to their confidsration, whether it was not abfolutely necef- 
iary, that fome nieafures ihould be immediately taKen re- 
fpeftipg the militja, unlefs it was meant that the ufe and 
advantage of having fiich a conftitutional defence /hould be 
entirely done away. In the year 1756 or 1757, when the 
war before the laft broke out, a body of Han(frprians and 
Heffians were brought into this kingdom for its internal fecu- 
rity. This introduftion, at once impolitic and uncpnflitu- 
tional, occafioned fome difturbance ; Engliflimen revolted at; 
.the unmerited idea of their not being capable of defending 
themfelves and their country, and the militia began to be fee 
on P.^ot, So agreeable did the circuml^ance prove to that 
Hoafe, and fo well did they think of the plan, when reduced 
to prafticc, that in the courfe of one and the fame feflion 
they recognized, countenanced, and eftablifhed the fchemei 
into a national meafure ; and fiich were the benefits which 
the country derived from the tnilitia, that, at the conclufion 
of the war, the officers who had ferved in it received . thel 
efpecial thanks of His Majefty, and of that'Houfe. What 
.rendered the thanks of the Houfe of Commons doubly dear 
to the officers was, that thefe were voted at the* very fame 
moment when an addrefs to the King, thankirig His Majcriy 
for having put an end to the calamities of w^'r was vdtedl 
This was, to his knowledge, a matter extremely j)leafj'ng tq 
ail who had ferved in it; and as a'proof that it was fo con-^ 
fidered, he begged leave to ftate that the colonel of the corps iii 
which he had fince had the hoihour to ferve f the Kenti/h militia) 
ordered a copy of the vote of thanks of the Houfe of Commons to 
be mideout and fent to each individual officer, that h^* might' 
take it home with him, when the militia was difbanded, an4 
preferve it as an honourable teftimonial of the fenfe which the 
reprefentatives of the people entertainied of the feryice he had 
done his country. After the peace of Paris, 'the militia was 
called out, embodied, and trairied, once a year; a'circum- 
ilance from which the kingdom had derived eflential advan- 
tage, as the Houfe would fee upon reverting to fa<^s ^V^ithin 
all their knowledge. At the commencement of the feffion,* 
during which hoftilities between Great Britain and f ranee 
took place, His Majefty, in his fpeech from the Throne,* 
aflured them that he had received the mofl pacific afTurances- 
from all the European powers, and yet, in the month 
of March of the fame feffion, news arrived of the' French 
having concluded a treaty of amity and commence with the 
United States of America, then at war with us, and an au- 
thentic paper upon the fubjedl was laid before both Houfes of 
Parliamenu The militia were, in confequence, called out ; 
and it was remarkable that a rnWitia can\^ vj^^ ^oxvsvt.^ ^^ 
CiuJjF^ that year, as in any one 'jear duntv^ vVi^ v^;^- 'IV^ 
• »' . ^x"afiCv 



A. ij86. DEBATES. 

praflicability of this could only be imputed to the difciplind 
and the habits of duty, in which the militia was kept from 
being fo conftantly trained and exercifed. How different had 
been the condufl of Government at the end of the lall Var? 
He had prcdifted what woujd follow ; nor had he the good 
fbrtane to find himfelf (as, upon this occafion he could have 
wifhed to prove) a falfe prophet. Notwithftanding that the 
militia a£ted as well during the lafl war as during the war 
preceeding it ; and, although many gentlemen had dedicated 
their whole attention to the fervice, it was not thought that 
the militia defer\^ed thanks for their accompliihment of their 
duty. He meant not to give offence ; and, perhaps, he had 
ufed too harfh an expreffion ; but the fadt was, that no thanks 
were given to the militia by the Crown, no thinks had 
been voted by that Houfe, and for three years together the 
inilitia had never been even once called out. I'he Confe- 
quence was, that gentlemen grew indifferent to the fervice, 
and were difgufted at the neglcdt with which it had been 
-treated. He begged leave to nffure the Houfe that, making 
this remark, he did not intend to caft the leaft refieflion on 
any fet of men in particular; but the faft flood as he had 
ilated .it; and it was with a view to preferve tlic militia 
from being loft altogether, that he had given hi'.nf*..lf tlic 
trouble to turn his thoughts to the fubjeft. He would take 
Up no more of the time ot the Houfe, than Ihortly to men- 
tion fome of the views with which the bill, he fliould move 
for leave to bring in, had been prepared. The gentlemen, 
who ai&fted him, were unanimoufly of opinion that one 
mod^ was, to reduce all the various laws into one, and that 
iinother material objedl of it was, to change the time of the 
duratiot) of the fervice, and to alter it from three years to 
five. Three objeftioris were generally made to the militia. 
Onei the great expence to the kingdom : another, the pre- 
judice it did to the recruiting fervice of the amry; and a 
third, the heavy burden which it entailed upon the country. 
The alteration which he had ftated met all thefe three ob- 
jedHons ; hiecaufe, if the men were drawn for five years in- 
ftead of three, and their cloathing fo regulated, it would not 
only put the kingdom to an expence confiderably fliort of 
what it had hirtherto. coft; but, alfo prove infinitely lefs 
prejudicial to the recruiting fervice, inafmuch as frefli men 
tor the militia would not fo foon be wanted as before ; and 
laftly, ^s fubftitutes were only to be provided once in five 
years inftead of three, the individuals drawn, and confequently 
•the country in, general, would not experience burdens, of fuch 
enormous weight. Another alteration propofed by the bill, 
\rt8 reducing rhp number of ferjeant^ and dtMms^ \>s\\7\nvc\^ 

G2, * m 
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in future only two drums for the flank companies, and Only 
one for thofe of the battalion inftead of the prefent number. 

Haying added, that, as a fiinilar* reduftion of ferjeants 
would, if introduced, occaiion no inconfiderabfe retrench- 
ment in the national expenditure, Mr. 'Marfliam clofed hi» 
. remarks^by moving, " For leave to bring in a bUtfor amending 
"And. reducing into one a6t all the militia laws in that part 
of Great Britain called England.'* 

Mr. ]^ye feconded the motion* 
Mr. Pitt. , M^,, Pitt obferved that, upon the prefent occafion, when- 
.the Aiajority of the.Houfe were, doubtlefs, ready to meet the 
motion of the honourable gentleman with their concurrence, 
Kttle remained for him but to exprefs his. fatisfadlion at 
perceiving a moft important fubjeft fo propetfy brought 
under the'ir confideration.. The interval of peace was, un- 
doubtedly, the fitteft moment poflible for them to unite in 
endeavouring to put the great and moft conftitutional de- 
fence of the kingdom upon a refpecSlable and ufeful fpoting.;i 
and much as he profeffed himfelf to be the friend of oeco- 
nomy in that, as in every other branch of the pubfic fervice^ 
from a convi£lk)n of its extreme and indifpenfable neceility, 
he was not fo xhuCh the flave of his opinion as to wi/li to 
carry his efforts to introduce a rigid and univerfal adherence 
.to eeconomy fo far, as fey any means to leflen the. advan- 
tages which the country had ever felt, and he hoped ever 
would feel, from the eftabliihmem of a well-difciplined a«rf 

• efFedlual militia. How far the means fuggeftcd by the ta^ 
nourable gentleman for attaining a purpofe equally defirablc 

• to him, and, he trufied, to all who heard him, might be' 
thought the beft means poddGble to fie adopted, was a matter 
.for future confideration, and would regularly fall under drp 
. Guffion when the biJI-fliould come before them, and its. con tents 

be fpecified. If it Aiould appear poflible to pteferve the' 

, militia on a refpeilable fbotiirg without putting the 'public 

.to the heavy expence attendant on calling th^t force out 

every year, h& owned, he /hould be glad to adopt fucli* 

■means as might l>e fuggefted for that purpofe. Waiting 

. for the plealure of hearing fome future, ample, judicious 

and impartial inveftigation of the fubjedt; he ihould, now, 

content himfelf with deCririg that honourable mover, anit 

thofe gentlemen who had enjoyed the happinefs of aiffitting 

.him in tracing out and bringing into one point of vicAV 

the moft falutary amendment? for laws which, by. the magi- 

nitude of their conftitutional. importance, den>»nded the atr 

tention of every member of the legiflature in part iculai; and"' 

of every friend to his country in general^ ^would. accept^ of 

hJs fincercfl and moft warm acknowfedgetaeal^'; . 

"Nit* Mar- 
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Mr. Marjhaih begged leave once more to intrude him Tc'^ r \' r. - • '• ?.f *r 

oh the patience of the Houfe, merely to obferve, that the Ci*l- •• 

Siig but th6 militia regultirly every year was, in his opinion, 
fo indifpenfably neceffiny. to tlie prefer vation of that fore? 
on a rcfpeflable and ufeful footing, that if the right I.oroj- 
tabic gentleman, (Mr. Pitt) had determined to oj^;>ox it, lie 
fhould fcarcely think it worth his while to bring cI.: ^1 11'^ 
forward to the inveftigation of the Houfe. Lvciy ;■.:•! - 
fnan prefoit, who had ferved in the milhia, .'miift cf:i.*:j;:/ 
feel the raoft irrefifliblc conviction, that nothing coiilsj t».r.ii 
£> much towards making the militia capable of Lr.tcrix*g, \X 
a m'bment^s notice, imo adlion, as the accuiloming the. meft 
to-be trained and exercifed once a year, and if they wer^ 
not called out, but upon the fpur of the occafion, it wt)Ui'.^ 
become almoft an ahfurdity to exj^£t any great benefit fron? 
tbeir military operations, fhould either invafions, or any 

- other drcunillances require thi'ir prefence in the field. 

' iThe Speaker having p\it theq^ieftion, the Houfe gave IS 

itbeir unaninious* concurrence, and then adjourned. 

, - JVcdyu^Jdciy^ February 20. 

■ - The Earl of Counoivn acquainted the Ifoufe that Hf:» The Eir!. 
-M^eftv had; been waited upon with their addrefi of Tuel- ^o""^** 
*&iy hit, and that His M:tiefty had been gniciouily pleafei 
.-te-iaT^ he -would give diredions accordingly. 

Mr- J"^^^' gave notice, chat he lliouUl very fiiortly brmg Mr. Piti^r 
forward the flale of the revenue, and tliat preparatory to 
that purpofe, he muft move for feveval papers. lie moved, 
accordingly, for 

" An account of the quantity of rum importedinto Nortli 
•* America for fix years previous to the year T784." 

* An account of the quantity of rum imported intaEng- 
7* lartd for the laft ten years." Alfo the fains, account Ot 
.^ him imported into SrctJand." 

*• Three accounts of FAclieqncr bills." 
. ^^ An account. of the fums of n>on$y ariling from dutica 
'* on houfes paid over." 

** 'An account of the total of all Tains of money afleflci 
** on houfes, carriages, an J i'ervants." 

"r An account of the total of all fums impofed in 1785, 
^ 'an4 which have been paid into the Exchequer." 

'^ -Am account of the amount of money on carriages and 
-**-tiid8b Servants under the dire6tion of the Commiflioners of 
** Excife." 

: "H Ah'account' of all fums ariiing from the duties on wag- 
;^*i0Olf8 and- other carriages. 

^ An account of all .duties on carriages dui tivAs feiX'^KoX^ 
'^-jiudiy the CowmiiEoncrs of cxcile. 
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*^ An account of all fums due from the Eafl-India Com- 
<^ pany, previous to the year 1785,'* 

'' A» accbunt of all Turns arifiiig from the land and 'faialt 
*^ for the laft ten years." And alfoj 

" An account of the public debt." 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thurfday^ 2d February. 

Sir George Sir George Tongey as Secretary of war, prefented the army 
Yongc. eftimates, and begged leave to apprife the Houfe of his in- 
tention to move for referring them to the confideration of a 
Committee of Supply on the enfuiqg Wednefday. 
The . ^ht Speaker defirei to bring back to the recolleftion of 

Speaker. ^j^^ Houfe the cuftom of fuffering the army eftimates to re- • 
main, during the fpace of a wieeic, upon the table, for the in- 
formation of the members, previous to their being taken into 
confideration. Although, confidently with his duty, he men- 
tioned this circumftance, reff^eft for the Houfe obliged him 
to obferve, that either the adoption or the rejeftion of the 
mode lay in their own breafts. 
'TThcEarlof The Earl oi Surrey exprefled his wiflies that, as no parti- 
>Snrrcy. cular bufmefs flood for Wednefday, the Houfe would take 
that day, and that all the public affairs and political coii- 
cerns might be brought on early, and not (as too frequently 
had proved the cafe) defer it until an extremely advanced 
period of the feffion. 

The notice was taken for Wednefday* 
Mr. Cruger prefented a petition from the fhdpke^pers.of 
Briftol, praying a repeal of the aft, impofing a tax on retail 
fhopkeepers. 

The petition was read at the tible. 
l^r.Crtfgfr. Mr. Cruger remarked, that fuch of his conftituents whofe 
fignatures were at the bottom of the petition complained df 
the tax' as partial, oppreffive, and confequently unjuft. But, 
he did not entertain a doubt that they would fubmit to it 
• without a murmur, were it altered to a general tax upon ail 
' houfekeepers. ' 

The petition was, upon motion, ordered to lie on the table* 
. :Mr.Rolle. Mr. Rolle requefted the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. 
Pitt) to bring forward fome meafure, in the courfe of the 
felTion, relative to the fale of wafte lands. An anfwer iii 
the negative (Mr. Rolle added) would confirm him in his 
yet wavering refolution (hortly to trouble the Houfe with a 
motion upon the fubjeft. 
Mr. Pitt. Mr» Pitt replied that, in all likelihood, the prefent feffion 

would not clofe without an inveftigation of many interefting 
particuhrs rchii\-t to the wafte kivis* 
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Mn Rolle faid, that he could wi/h the right honourable Mr. RoUe« 
{entleman would pleafe to favour him wi(h a more dccifive 
imfwer. . 
Mr. Pitt remaining filent, the Speaker put the queftion^ 
' and the Houfe adjourned* 

Friday^ 3d February^ 
No debate* 

^onday^ 6th February, 

Petitions againft the (hop tax were prefented to the Houfq 
from the trndefraen, inhabitants of Middlefcx, Weftminfter, 
SoQthwark, the city of London, and the towns of iiirming- 
ham, Leeds, and Cirencefter, which, after they were read by 
the clerk, were ordered to lie on the table. 

Lord Hood\\2L\'\ng prefented a petition from the fhopkeepers Lorailooa. 
o^Weftminfter, k was read at the table; and, immediately 
afterwards, 

Mr. Fox exprel&d his wifhes, that fuch a number of peti- Mr. Fox. 
tioDs, from the mod refpe£table multitudes, amidft the great 
conftituent body of the people, might excite the attention of 
iheir reprefentatives, and induce them to meet fuch power- 
fuUy-cijforced requefts with unreferved compliance. He did 
pot then fee the worthy Alderman in the houfe who had 

(pledged h'mfelf to make a motion on the fuhjeil, and there- 
ore he would not fay more refpefting it for the prefent, cx- 
f pept to imirnate, that as the petition prefented by his noble 
I colleague had received the fjgnature of more than 4000 per- 
fons, all ot whom were, to his knowledge, real fliopkeepers ; 
this ftrikmg circumftance muft unavoidably convince the 
Houfe thit, whatever diflerences of opinion there miglit have 
]irevaijed in Weftminfter, with refpeft to politics, the com- 
plaints againft the fhop tax were not the partial, but the ge- 
neral voice of the vchble mafs of the eleilors. 

Mr. Thornton now delivering the Southwark petition, oh- Mr.Thora- 
ferved that it bore eqiial marks of unanimity with that from *<>"• 
Weftminfter, being Ijgned by 1300 ftiopkeepers ; a propor- 
tion' of nearly rhree parts of his conftltucnts. 

No fooner hud the Speaker put the queftion, " That the 
petition fliould lie on the table," than 

The Earl of Surrey rofe* and faid lie hoped tliat the honou- The Earl of 
rable member who gave notice of his intention to move for S""*/* 
leave to bring in a bill for the repeal of the fhop tax, would 
£x on an early day for that purpofe, or that, if this were 
not the cafe, Government would follow up the buftnefs to 
tin eflfeflual and ferviceabJe length. A tax oi\ ftvo^sWJiV^WL 
impofcdon the fubjeSt by the authority of PaT\vameYV\.\^eX^ 
fir£vm having been coiJeded, flood at this Aav a^vfextLC^- 
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ful proof of the inefficiency of Adminiftratio:>, Goyernmer4t 
ought, Itherefore, to propofe fgch regulations as flioiild en- 
ibrce the colleftion of the tax, of to repcctj it. On the prer 
lent occafion, he could not lit down without rcmarkiug, as 
i fingular circumflance, tliat fince the conim^nxremeht of 
the feffion the Houfe had met generally ahciit rhrc2, and the 
Minifter came down to wove the qyellion cr adjournment 
at ahout twenty minutes before four o'cloak; a moft im- 
proper njod^^ conducing the national conocTh^s which, from 
their nature, required that morjS fhoukj h;ive been hi ought 
forward for the confideration of that rTcufej ».han hitherto 
Wcame fubmitted to their difcuffion. For hiz own part, he 
iriterid'ed to have addnefled his obfervation? to the ri[];{'it honou- 
fable gentleman at the head of His Majefly's «ouncils, had 
he been prefent, and he hoped that feme of thofe who were 
immediately conne<5led With him, woi.lJ irifofui him of What 
h?. J been ^hrown out, as in all probnlriiity tJiQ queftion of 
;»djournmerit w^ould that day be mov^^J, pud carried, before^ 
the a[]pear/^nce of ,tl>e right honouivib'c .jjentieman in hi$ . 
j^I ICC. ■ " ' ' . ' . 

Mi. f'0:c. J. Tr. ]^o/c replied, that whatever Government might thinfc 
It ::'c;', */<fable to 'do, with r^snrd to cltlvJr the fl^op tax, or any 
ot'iv I meafure of public concern, it Vvoi:!d bp a fitter fubje<H .' 
for r.iicuffion 'when his t'lj^ht honourui.le friend was prcl^nt; 
;:r'.cl he could aflure the rc.lrlgp Lord tlut he might expeft his 
f rtr:.PC!? every moment." With regr.rdto the publjc bufmefs 
iv".:v; ikiliycj, there \^Tr> r^ot the fhpll^^ft foundation for 
] [\t o.:r;pIaint. The fuppjiej of Xwe year h^d been brought 
u^rwai^t.in regular gradations as parly as during the preceding 
|i.:T;<);i o( Parliament* npr cculd one hc^ inftanced, confidering 
tlie j)rr?od of time fince the Hf^ufc. m^t, \n which the public 
tv.rii.d's was more accelerated ^^-^^ attf.nd^d ii^l its progrefs, 
\.:- !ov;hr.trhe noble Lord had been' pJeafed to fay in re- 
' i:'.% : 10 the fhop tax not being colle<Sled, as far as fails ha4 
: -c ' J- his knov/l-u;:r the contrary was the fa<5ll Jlegular 
;\i.. . :. cnts, as in ^ ■ .. cafe of every other tax, had been rnade, 
r*i:d I.j hr.d not he^rd cf any obllruftion to the colle<Slion« 
/-:va all this (he miul beg leave to aflert) was a proof of th^ 
4 £?rercnt fallibility of the arguments of the noble Lord. 

The Southwark petition was ordered to lie on the table, . 

Mr /Mer- Ivlr. Alderman 5^K^^r;V/^^ fignified his intention to defei" 

Tr.?n S..W. ma'ving any motion as to that part of the Petition of the re; 

^^' tail fliopkcepers of the city of London, w^hich prayed to be 

heard by themfelves or council againft the tax, till the ib^ 

;tion which an honourable member had pledged himfelf to 

make, ihould fall under confideration, together with every 

petition relating to the fub\e£t. 
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Mr. Br^t kegged leave to inform tlae Houfe of his de- 
£gO to move the number of feamen for the fervice of the 
curici^t yiear in the Committee of Supply, on the enfuing 
Friday* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer having entered and taken 
his. featy Mn Marjham intreated the attention of the Houjt? Mr. Mar- 
to fome^ ncceflary obfervations refpefting the militia. f:e- ^'^^^' 
vrnd honourable gentlemen, who had fcrved in that confci- 
tutional body of force, inveftigated the ful)je<Slwith an anxi- 
ous wifh tp be able, by fit and (alutary regulations, to put 
the militia on a. refpeSable and ufeful footing; and, with 
this view they prepared a bill, in which they introduced feve- 
rad alterations, which they fhould not have judged worthy 
of adoption, but, under the convi£lion, that an adherence to 
the ftn<Seft ceconomy was abfolutely neceflary, all the cir- 
cnmftances of the country confidered. Finding, however, 
that Adminiftration diiFered from them refpedling a point 
which in their minds was the moft effential of any towards 
reflbring the militia to the degree of rcfped); and utility 
which every friend to his country muft wifli it to enjoy, 
being no lefs than the necefnty of embodying and training 
them regularly every year, ana as the right honourable gen- 
tleman who prefided over Jthe affairs of Government had 
not been able to make up his mind upon that point, with- 
out the enforcement of whidi^ many, if not all, of the gen- 
tlemen with whom he had confulted upon the fubjeft, were 
of opinion it v/ould" be better to have no militia at all, he 
thought It right to take no farther ftep in the bufinefs, but 
to let the matter reft upon its ufual ground. Of this, hovr- 
Bver,' he was perfuaded, that anotlier year could not pal's 
'over without fome material change, a pofitive adl of Parlia- 
ment being at that time in full force, which exprcfsly 
fHrdered^ that the militia ihould be called out every year, 
whereas they had not been ouce called out for two years 
togsther. 

Mr. P;« replied, that he perceived, witli no inconfidi^ablc Mr. Pkt, 
iConcem, how unjuftly attempts were made to mark him oat 
as the perfon through whom the public was to be deprived 
of the advantages, which feveral officers of rank and cliarac- 
' teria the militia expefted would refult fronra plan 00 which 
they had beftowed fo much pains and attention. He confcfled 
that there could be nothing more defirable th^n an arrange- 
ment that {hould reconcile the national defence by a militia 
to the principles and pradlice of ceconomy; bur though lie 
had not made up his mind upon the queftion, whether the 
prefent propofal would have that eff;"5:; he faw n) re:ifoi\ 
why the cncMmPtance of one individual memfeer oV \ caXvx- 
flicttt, wl/blng to withhold his opinion uuxW ^i\.^x. x^ \\i\\^Sv 
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of fuch importance could be debated arid argued, ifaould 
be a means of preventing its coming forwariof at all. It 
was certainly the duty of every member of Parliamen,t to 
fuggeft and propofe fuch plans as appeared to him likely to 
promote the public welfare; yet the honourable gentlejman, 
(unlefs he greatly miftook the point) was particularly pledged 
to the country to bring forward his plan, having |;iv,en no- 
tice that he had methodifed and arranged it ; nor ought it to 
be any objeftion to his fo doing, that he (Mr.l^itt). had not 
yet fuflBciently confidered it to venture to give any decifiYc 
lentiment on the propriety of one particular part of it (the 
calling out the militia annually) and efpecially as he ha4 not 
yet heard even the arguments of the honourable gentleman him- 
felf, he mull of courfe want confiderable helps towards form- 
ing his judgement upon it. On the prefent occafion, he muft 
beg leave to appeal to the candour of the honourable 
gentleman, and call upon him as a refpe6lable and well- 
meaning member of Parliament, and as a zealops friend to 
the inftitution of the militia, to fay, whether it was conCftent 
with his duty to the Public and the Houfe, to withhold from 
them a plan which he thought of fuch confeqijence, merely 
becaufe one member wifhed to have the advantage of hearing 
the fubjeft fully difcufled before he would venture to decide 
upon a moft eflential point of it; or whether it was fair to 
prefs him to give an opinion before he was fufficiently mafter 
of the fubjeft. As to the idea flarted by the honourable 
gentleman, that the not having called out the militia for the 
laft two years, might fubje6l any particular defcription of 
perfons to blame, he felt it more than difiicult to give it a 
concurrence; becaufe, it was well known, that although 
the aft of Parliament authotifed and enjoined an annual em- 
bodying of the militia, yet it lay with the Houfe to provide 
the means, by voting the fupply for defraying the expence 
attendant on it ; and when that Houfe did not proyide the 
nieans, the aft of Parliament was (as the right honourable 
gentleman in the chair would certainly admit,) a dormant 
ftatute. It would prove highly improper, except in cafes oif 
the greateft neceflity, to call out the militia, when no pto- 
vifion had been made for the charges incideat to it; nor 
could a meafure of this impolitic nature fail to load the 
country with an expence for which Parliament did not afford 
the leaft fanftion. 
Mr. Mar- Mr. Marjham anfwered, that the manner in which the 
fliam. right honourable gentleman had Hated the fa6b in queftiorj 

between them was not candid.— And, in jiroof of thi^ afler- 
tion, he muft beg leave to appeal to the Houfe, whether a . 
matter of fuch important national corvcextv 2^ iSae. m\V\tV3.^ 
VTMs not more fit for Coyemmctit to W^ivaxea^ 4a.^ ^^- 
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galatey by the prppo£ng of fuch meafures refpedting it 
as ikould from time to time appear necelTary, than to be left 
to the fuggeftions of private perfons, or members of Parlia* 
jnent? He had, certainly, in conju<£lion with other gentle- 
men, endeavoQred to prepare a bill, calculated as far as 
their judgements went, towards the eftabliihment of the 
teititia upon a . refpedlable footing; and he hadflated feveral 
of the particular regulations it contained, to the Houfe, at 
au^ early day after their meeting ; but finding that the fenfe 

'rfa right honourable member — of the Minifter of the coun- 
try— ^ppofed to him upon that point, which he and thofe 
who had with him turned their thoughts to the fubje£l, con- 
i^dered as the moft eflential of all, in eiffecSing the wiflied- 
for purppfe, he had not loft a moment in declaring, that if 
the right honourable gentleman could not make up his mind 
ia this idea of calling out the militia once a year, (a meafure - 
Without which, in his opinion, and that of the beft-informed 

' tuen concerning the fubjedl, the militia would become not 
merely an ufelefs, but a burdenfome incumbrance on the coun- 
€]ryj he ihouid think it right to fave the Houfe andhimfelf 
freun all &rther trouble refpefting it, and let the matter reft: 
as It was. A friend to the militia he certainly was ; and he 
tnif^ed that he endeavoured faithfully to difcharge his duty 
tp' his conftituents and to his country as a member of Par- 
liaoaent; but hecpuld not conceive that he aded impro* 
perly^ if finding that the right honourable gentleman had 
not' yet decided concerning the moft eftential of all thofe 
propolbd by his intended bill, he chofe to ftop where he was, 
and tp proceed no farther with a propofition, the main point 
^ which wa^s not likely to meet with the countenance and 
fuppoxt of Adminiftration. With regard to what the right 
hfllPOVrable geptleman faid, in refpedl to the exifting fiatute^ 

. which' enaAed, that the militia fliould be regularly embodied 
0|LCe'.4 yKO", being a dormant law, and in no force, unlefs 
the Houfe provided the means of putting it in force, not 
c^y hc>' but a great many very refpedlable perfons differed 
from the right honourable gentleman. That the purfe of the 
nation was in that Houfe c^ould not be controverted ; yet, he 
conceived that an unrepealed, pofitive ftatute was, and ought 
to be, in full force, and that it was the duty of that Houfe 
tp vote in the courfe of every fefGon the fum which the em- 
libdyihg of the militia would coft. If they negleded this 
fifidk^ they took upon themfelves to difpenfe with thQ law of 
ihe land, and render the authority of the whole legiilature 
a'matter of afluai infignificance. 

"TrtieEarl of Surrey now rofe a fecond time, renewing hi& Tha^-alnit 
am^b&Dt ag^hilh the ncgle^ of Adminftratiori too^en tci»^'^^^* 
^ ^ ifdfdt more lviine{3. The Houfe, He obfeixefii^ \v»Sl 

H 2 >&3l>>\^ 
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frpm the fpirit of the propofitions, • that,^ infteadof the con- 
ilition of the bill being final and conclufiyey it left the point 
open, and a matter of perpetual option.. What miferable 
clianges liad not that bufinefs perpetually experienced ! Mr. 
Pitt's bill was. different from the twenty refolucions, and 
Mr, Orde's bill again bad been different from Mr. Pitt's. In 
corroboration of the affertion that the bill of Mr. Orde dif-j 
fared materially from Mr. Pitt's bill, he might quote the 
Irilli debates which had been reported with fmgular accuracy, 
but he would cite an authority not to be queftioned — the 
printed letter of the Secretary 61 State for Ireland to his con- 
ilituents. He then read a paffage to the Houfe from the forty- 
fecond page of the Secretary of State's letter. Before he dropped 
thefubieft of the propofitions, Mr. Sheridan compared them 
^o buildings much too vifible in many parts of the kinffdom,^ 
and called Mr. Such-a-ones folly, for the abfurdity of their 
architefture and a multitude of inconveniences which ren- 
der it almoft impoffibe that they ihould continue long in-» 
habited. 
Attorney ' 11^® Mtorncy General replied to Mr. Sheridan, and reail 
Gcncrai. the following paragraph from the addrefs of both Houfes of: 
P;;rli''.ment during the laft feffion,. to prove that he w^. 
miftaken: 

<• We therefore deem it indifpenfable that thefe points; 
fliould be fecured, as conditions neceflary to the exillence and; 
cturatlon of the agreement between the two countries. They 
can only be' carried into effcfl by laws to be pafled in the 
. Parliarpent of Ireland, which is alone com.petent to bind 
Your Majefty's fubjedts in that kingdom, and whofc Icgifla- 
tive rights we fhall ever hold as facred as our own." 
Mr. Uicii- Mr- Sherid(in replied, and perfiftcd in making a pofitive and 
J*n. peremptory charge againft the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

of having broudit in a bill materially different from the re-r 
ib)ution on which the Houfe had expreffed it to be founded. 
The Houfe then adjourned. " » 

J%urfdayy 26th January . 

The Earl of Courtown reported to the Houfe, that His 
Majefty, having been waited upon (purfnant to the order of 
yeiterday) humbly to know His Majefty's pleafure when he 
would be pleafed to be attended by this Houfe, had been 
pleafed to appoint this day, at three of the clock, at his 
Palace of Saint James. 

The order of the day being read, the Houfe proceeded to 
take into confideration His Majefty's moft gracious fpeech to 
both Houfes of Parliament. 

Aad the.fi^mc w^ agaiu read by Mr. S^geaksi;. 
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' Mr. Rofe having made a motion, that a fupply be granted 
to His Majefty i it was refolved, that the Houfe ihould, 011 
tbe. iQQ.rrow. mQrning, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to confider of that motion. The Houfe having 
adjourned, afterwards, went to Saint James's with the follow- 
ing addrefs: 

The hvmble addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, 

' « Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

" We, Your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjc6ls the 
Commons of Great Britain, In Parliament ailembled, beg 
leave to return Your Majefly our humble thankS| for your 
moil graicious fpeech from the Throne. 
' *< We learn, with great fatisfadion, that the difputf s whidi 
appeared to threaten an interruption to the tranquillity of 
£urope have been brought to an amicable conclufion, and 
that Your Majefty continues to receive from foreign powers 
the ftroqgeft afliirances of their friendly difpofltion towards 
this country. 

*< We aredeeply fenfible of the bleflings which we experience 
horn the enjoyment of peace, in the extenflon of trade, the 
iinprOvement of the revenue, and the increafe of the public 
credit of the nation: and Your Majefty may rely on the 
utfhoft exertion of our zeal and induftry for the farther ad^ 
vancement of thefe important objects. 

> . ''In order to promote, as far as in us lay, the common in- 
t^fts of all Your Majefty's fubje£ls, we humbly laid before 
Your Majefty, in the laft feffion of Parliament, feveral re- 
folutipns, as the bafts of an adjuftment of the commercial 
intercoufe between Great Britain and Ireland; but, as no 
e^&ual ^lep has been hitherto taken thereupon by the Par- 
liament of that kingdom, we do not find ourielves at prefent 
enabled to make any farther progrefs in that falutary work. 
. . " We cannot refrain from offering the warmeft expreflions 
of our gratitude for Your Majefty's gracious aflurances of 
your earneft ivifti to enforce osconomy in every department : 
we fhall be equally ready, at all times, to make iuch pro- 
yifion as may be neceflTary for every branch of the public 
fenrice, particularly for maintaining the naval ftrength of 
thefe kingdoms on the moft fecure and refpefibale footing. 
Fully impreft[ed with the neceftity of eftabliftiing a fixed plan 
for tne redudion of the national debt, we fhall loie no time 
in entering on that important conftderation ; and it will 
afibrd us the moft folid fatisfaflion to find that this moft 
deferable 6hje£t may be attained with little addition to the 
public burdens. 

. «*. The vigour and refourcesfo happily manifefted in our ^rc- 
fiot Gtiutjoa wuAgivc encouragement and couMatic'^ vo 'j!^ 
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frpm the fpirit of the proportions, • that,- infte^d of the con- 
ilition of the bill being final and conclufiye, it left the point 
open, and a matter of perpetual, option*. What miferable 
clianges liad not that bufinefs perpetually experienced ! Mr* 
Pitt's bill was. different from the twenty refolucions, and 
Mr. Orde's bill again bad been different from Mr. Pitt's. In 
corroboration of the affertion that the bill of Mr. Orde dif-t 
fared materially from Mr. Pitt's bill, he might quote the 
Irilli debates which had been reported with fmgular accuracy, 
but he would cite an authority not to be queftioned — the 
printed letter of the Secretary 6t State for Ireland to his con- 
ilituents. He then read a paffage to the Houfe from the forty- 
fecond page of the Secretary of State's letter. Before he dropped 
thefubiedl of the propofitions, Mr. Sheridan compared them 
^o buildings much too vifible in many parts of the kinffdomy 
and called Mr. Such-a-ones folly, for the abfurdity of their 
architefture and a multitude of inconveniences which ren- 
der it almoft impoflibe that they ihould continue long in-» 
habited. 
Attorney ' The JttGrncy General replied to Mr. Sheridan, and r^aJ 
Gcncrai. the following paragraph from the addrefs of both Houfes of 
P;irrr.ment during the laft feffion,. to prove that he wj^. 
miftaken: 

*• We therefore deem it indifpenfable that thefe points; 
fliould be fecured, as conditions neceffary to the exillence and- 
cturation of the agreement between the two countries. They 
can only be carried into effefl by laws to be pafled in the 
Parliament of Ireland, which is alone com.petent to bind 
Your Majefty's fubjedts in that kingdom, and whofe legiila- 
tive rights we fhall ever hold as facred as our own." 
^fr. ihcri- Mr. Sheridfin replied, and perfifted in making a pofitive and 
i*n. peremptory charge againft the Chancellor of the Exchequer^j 

of having brought in a bill materially different from, the re-r 
folution on which the Houfe had expreffed it to be founded. 
The Houfe then adjourned. 

Thurfdayy 26\ih January. 

The Earl of Courtown reported to the Houfe, that His 
Majefty, having been waited upon (purfnant to the order of 
yeiterday) humbly to know His Majefty's pleafure when he 
would be pleafed to be attended by this Houfe, had been 
pleafed to appoint this day, at three of the clock, at his 
Palace of Saint James. . 

The order of file day being read, the Houfe proceeded to 
take into confideration His Majefty's moft gracious fpeech to 
both Houfes of Parliament. 

And thefwic w^ again read by Mr. S^oeiakftx. 
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- Mr. Rofe having made a motion, that afupply be -granted 
to His Majefty^ it was refolved, that the Hoafe ihould, 011 
the. iDprrow morning, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 
ivhole Houfe, ,to confider of that motion. The Houfe having 
adjourned, afterwards, went to Saint James's with the follow- 
ing addrefs: 

The humble addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Kin^;. 



"b* 



*• Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

*■ We, Your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjc6ls the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament ailembled, beg 
leave to return Your Majefty our humble thanks, for your 
moft gracious fpeech from the Throne. 

•< We learn, with great fatisfadion, that the difputf s which 
appeared to threaten an interruption to the tranquillity of 
£urope have been brought to an amicable conclufton, and 
that Your Majefty continues to receive from foreign powers 
the ftroqgeft afliirances of their friendly difpofltion towards 
this country. 

" We aredceply fenfible of the bleffings which we experience 
from the enjoyment of peace, in the extenlion of trade, the 
improvement of the revenue, and the increafe of the public 
crodit of the nation: and Your Majefty may rely on the 
mo^oft exertion of our zeal and induftry for the farther ad^ 
Tancement of thefe important objefts. 
> . ** In order to promote, as far as in us lay, the common in- 
t^refts of all Your Majefty's fubjedls, we humbly laid before 
Your Majefty, in the laft feffion of Parliament, feveral re- 
folutions, as the bafts of an adjuftment of the commercial 
intercoufe between Great Britain and Ireland; but, as no 
eifeftual ^lep has been hitherto taken thereupon by the Par- 
liament of that kingdom, we do not find ourielves at prefect 
enahled to make any farther progrefs in that falutary work. 

•« We cannot refrain from offering the warmeft expreflions 
of otir gratitude for Your Majefty's gracious afturances of 
your earneft ivifti to enforce Gsconomy in every department : 
we fhall be equally ready, at all times, to make fuch pro- 
yificin as may be neceflary for every branch of the public 
fervice, particularly for maintaining the naval ftrength of 
thefe kingdoms on the moft fecure and refpedlbale footing. 
Fully imprefled with the neccffity of eftabFifliing a fixed plan 
^r tne redudion of the national debt, we ftiall loie no time 
in entering on that important conftderation ; and it will 
afibrd us the moft folid fatisfaflion to find that this moft 
deiirable. 6hje£t may be attained with little addition to the 
public burdens. 

". The vigour and rcfourcesfo happily mamfefte^LXTv owT ^x^- 
ieaf Gtiutioa maAgive encouragement and coci&d^two!^ t<i "^^ 
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would take the, liberty to move for a Committee to examine 
them, and report their amount. The appointment of fuch 
a Committee would fcarely have any thing to do, except 
to fum up the amounts of the different accounts, and to re- 
port the. total to the Houfe, complared with the total of the 
other iide, which neceffarily give an accurate ftatement of 
the furplus, whatever it might be. He fhould hopjp that the 
occupation of the Committee would not prove lafting, and 
that, in confequence, ho great delay could poiEbly take place. 
The whole having, by means of the report of the Commit- 
tee, been brought fully and fairly before the Houfe, he 
would give notice of an early day, on which he ftiould 
ftate the nature of the meafures in contemplation; meafures 
moft likely to conduce to an advantageous appropriation of 
a permanent fund to be invariably applied in diminution of 
the natioaal debt. On the prefent occafion, he had briefly 
thrown out thefe few remarks, from a refpedful wifli to 
convince the Houfe what unavoidable caufes had exiiled, 
(and did Jlill exlft) to retard the difcuffion of a fubjedt of 
fuch fingular importance. 

The queflion of adjournment was then put, and carried, 

PVednefdayy 8 th February^ 

The order of the daywas read for the Houfe to refolve 
itfelf into a Committee of ways and means. The Speaker 
then left the chair, and the Houfe went into a Committee ; 
and after fomj time Mr. Gilbert reported that the Commit- 
tee had come to two refolutions, viz. 

*^ That a fum not exceeding four fhillings in the pound be 
railed by a land tax for the year 1786," 

" That the duties on malt, mum, perry, and cyder be con- 
tinued." 

The faid refolutions were ordered to be reported on the 
enfuing Friday. ^ 

After a long and uninterrupted paufe, 
Mr. Sh«ri- Mr. Sheridan remarked that he concluded the Houfe were 
^^' now waiting, in filent fufpenfe, for the appearance of the 

Secretariat War, with his propofal of a vote in favour of 
the army eftimates. But furely the Houfe would a£t with 
more propriety if, Inftead of liltening at fo early a period to 
the*difcuflion of this important fubjedl, they were to adjourn 
immediately, and" thus allow themfelves more time for the 
inveftigation of the army eftimates. 
Mr.Rofe. Mr. Rofe anfwered that, in his opinion, the honourable 
.Gentleman had introduced his propofition with rather too 
* .confiderable . a degree of precipitation ; aiid the more fo, • 

becaufe^ as the prefence of \he Secretary at War was. every 
^fmoment expeded, a fitter tixr^ .woxilii xlasci ;wi\n^ Icix ^^. 
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tennining. whether the army efti mates ought dire£Uy to fall 
iinder the confideration of the Houfe. 

The Secretary at War now entered, and moved, *^ That The Sccre 
« the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf into a Committee of fup- ^^ *' ^ 
" ply for the purpofe of taking the army eftimates into, 
** confideration." . ' ' 

When the Speaker had put the qu^fticiVi whether he Ihould 
then quit the chair, 

Mr. Minchin declared that he felt himfelf under the pain- Mr. Min- 
fiil neceffity of oppofing the motion that the Speaker fliould ^^^i"* 
leave the chair, becaufe he could not confent to a vote for 
the army when the militia had been fo much neglefled. 
The militia, undoubtedly, were much preferable to a ftand- 
iBg armv. They were the interior guardians of the country, 
and ought to be fupported agreeably to the principles of our 
conftitution^ and therefore muft, of courfe, attraS the jea- 
Joufy of ail who felt a laudable anxiety for its welfare. He 
very much apprehended, at lead it had been infmuated with- 
out doors^ that the militia was to be aboliihed, and a pro- 
Sirtional number of (landing, troops fubriitu ted in its place. 
e could not, without alarm, give credit to the report, be- 
caufe a ftanding army had always been confidered as dan- 

Serous to the liberties of Englilhmen. The corps of militia, 
nring the whole period of the laft war, proved exceedingly 
ufeful to the defence of the country. They had afted as be- 
came good foldiers and patriotic citizens, and, upon all occa- 
. fions, difplayed confiderable zeal in the fervice. It had been 
faid, that they were local troops, and could on no emergen- 
cy be fent abroad. But, did that circumftance leflen their 
value or utility ? Far from it. For while the militia were 
.employed in guarding the interior parts of our dominions, 
the regular troops might be fent on foreign fervice. It gave 
him concern to remark that, notwithftanding the truth of 
thefe pofitions, it now appeared, that they were very much 
l^lened in point of eflimation and importance. It had been 
cuftomary, fince the eflablifhment of this corps, to call 
t&em out once every year, in order to keep them in proper 
difcipline. The expence was trifling in comparifon of the 
magnitude of the meafure. It had only amounted to about 
Forty thoufand pounds when tlie whole corps performed duty 
. for the limited period of twenty-eight days. If, however, 
it was intended to reduce them in proportion to the reduc- 
tion of the army, and to limit the number in time of peace 
to 17000 men, the expence of training and exercifing them 
for twenty-eight days would amount only to the fum of, 
20,6ool. If any red'udlion was intended, why not reduce 
the ftanding army, and continue the militia in that impor- 
ter point of view to which they certainly Yf^t^ triX!\\Xe^> 
you XIX. I T\v^^ 
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TKey vtcrc the 'local and ilationary tfoops oF the dcftftrtry, 
and irora every confideratidn, deferved ttio're Cbrifi&ticexhiti 
a ftandiiig army. Be^fidcs, it wais noW ^BfolUt^fy bet^effary 
to retain, a defenfive corps at home, in cafe of a Hidden rup- 
ture wit)i our enemies abroad. Forftierlyj our niyy t?as 
found adequate to ouiKnational defence, and corifidefted fuffi- 
c'fent Tor tnat purpbfe, 56th iriteritairy artd'externally. The 
• times were, very unfortunately for Gre^t Britain, altered'^ 
and our navy,. Mrhicb had'been in later periods, fe6nfidef^ as 
tiie bulwark and pride of the nation, had ^xfperienced h di- 
minution of its importance in the ieyes df ^11 Europe, by 
the forfpidable exertions of the ttoufe of 'BouVh><)n. Frartce 
anii Spain were now equal to us in a naVal arrartgerneiit ; 
iay, he believed, by theacceffion of the naVy of the UniteB 
l^rovinces, grecttly luperior. He could ilot avoid ftfppofmg 
that, on the commencemerit of another war, Our navy wcfulS 
4>roye inferior to fuch a formidable confederacy. If thete- 
foi;e we neglected this naVy, it was riecefiary that We IhouKlr 
invigorate bur infernal defence; and, colifcqiietitly, there- 
.gular training aiid exerciCng of the militia ^a-s tfhe.J^rirtrary 
object. The right honourable gentlenaan (Mr. Pitt) had* 
on a forn;er occafion, .fpdken in ftrong terrhs ^oifcefnin^- 
eeconoi»y in the expeiiditiii^e of the. public iiiOfiey. — He ap- 
.proved vety much of the f'ght hoiiourablfe g^^httematrs 
ideas of OBcononry; but'he did not lite to fee arty ceconbniit-, 
jcsl plan carried to fucli a'length as to infringe Upon gerrersti 
fy items of nece'ffity. A judicious plan'df <feconortry lie 
conceived to be a proper applicatidh of fh^ rnoney'Ydteil'ftr 
.the particular fervice for which it Was appropriated; bdt 
when the fum voted was "rhifapplied, he confidered tliat *the 
pbjeft for which it was intended was entirely defeated. *He 
^wiflied to knoiV whether the ri^t hbnouraible gentfcmajTf 
deligned to fupport tho bill huended to her introduced bV 
ieveral -honourabie friends. 'He believed it Wats very vrell: 
calculated to regulate any defedt in the ihiTltia hiWs. *If the 
Tight hon6urable gentleman agreed to fuppoft the bill al- 
luded to, he would confeht to the Houfe going irtto a com- 
mittee on tlie army eftimates, although he Apprehended thit 
it was adling with too great precipitation ; for the eftiinateS'' 
had not liiin a fufEcient time upon the table of the Houfe 
^for the infpeflion of the meml>ers. But, it he nriight rake 
the freedom to draw inferences from the part which the tight 
honourable gentleman purfued, on the preCcfding d.1y^ *hc 
could not venture to flatter hifnfelf with the hope of find- 
ing him friendly to the bill; and therefore for tlie puirpbfe of 
delaying the matter until he fhould beC'Ojne acquaiiitcd with 
. the refuU of the militia bill; he would move, *^That the' 
*^ Houfe ihoidd now adjourn.'^ 

lAx.'itttlt 
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Mr. Steelt declared that he oppo&d the motion from a con- Mr Steet»j 
fcioufnefs of its impropriety, and added, that if gentlemen 
!Pir,cre. reiblved to cavil on every occafion, and ftand forward". 
merely for the lake of dppofitipn, there would be an endiefs. 
cooteil, becaufe on every triHing occafion opportunities 
would always prefent themfelves for objefling to a meafurc, 
however fidutiry in its confequence. With regard to the 
militia bill, if gentlemen were determined to wait till it pafled 
before they confented to vote the eftimates for the armjr, 
they would probably retard that event till the conclufion of 
the feffipn; becaufe, as the ac\juflment of that queftion de* 
pende4 upon the paiHng of the militia bill, no man could tell 
when that event would become accompliflied. Concerning 
tiic/hort_notice given refpefling the bufmefsnow in difpute, 
\m^ differed in opinion from the lionourable gentleman who 
had. precede him. He might pretend that he had not re- 
ceived fufficient notice ; but he was firmly perfuaded that the 
Hpufe Would not agree with him. The eftimates had during 
^ length of time, remained upon the table open to a general 
examination; a circumftance which certainly operated ir- 
refiftibly againft all arguments in favour of a procraftination 
of the bufinefs, 

Mr. Afinchin begged leave to tell the lionourable gentle- Mr.Mia- 
m9n that he had totally mifreprefcnted his oblervations. He *^^'"' 
l^ad never contended, that the militia bill ought to pafs be- 
fore the army was voted ; but, on the contraryt only intima- 
tts\ that it behoved minifters to acquaint the Houfe whether 
thpy -intended to eftabliih the militi.i upon a refpedlable foot- 
\\\g previous to any application to the Houfe in favour of the 
ariny eftimates. 

Mr^ Sheridan faid that he alfo muft refift the motion for ^Tr. si crl- 
the Speaker's leaving the. chair; yet upon an important prin- ^^' 
oiple, in fonae m.eaiure diffimilar from that of hV: lionourable 
ifriendy and for the fake of preferving a ftricl and invariable" 
||4herence to the eftabliflied x\x\es and forms of proceeding in 
that Houfe. Oji the prefent occafion, he felt it right to urge 
t))^ rieccffity of preferving fuch an adherence, ar*d therefore, 
ii)\iA beg loavp to remind the right honourable gentleman in 
th^.chair that 1)8 refted on his authority for the validity and 
jl^tlnefs of {lis ^irgament as applicable to the prefent inftance. 
1^^ \i2A, been th^ well-known and eftabliflied rule of proceed- 
ipflt with tlie arrny eftimates, to have them hy upon the table 
pijS^J days prior t;o any motion's being made for referring them' 
tp the confider^^tion of a Committee. This rule had, he be- 
|ipye4s been invariably adhered to in every former inftance, 
^ijtin the prefent the eftimates had not been upon the table 
mgre tjian five days, and now it was attempted to go into n> 
CpmrniUee fpr rhepurpofe of vofing them, aHV\ow^ ^\. t\\^ 
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time that they had been prefented, when Wednefday was no- 
'minated, as the day on which they Ihould be taken into con- 
fideration, they had heard from the firft authority in that 
Houfe, that the praftice had been in all preceding times not 
to move for their being referred to the Committee of Supply 
iintilthey had been upon-the table eight days. With fuch 
indecency did Adminift ration fly in the face ot the Chair; and 
fatal would prove the confequences if a bad precedent were 
once fufFered to be eftablilhed. He did not mean to infinuate 
that any improper intention operated iipon the right honour- 
able gentleman at the head of the War Office in thus urging 
the Houfe to break through their eftabliflied rules; but if he 
was to be indulged in every eccentric flight of genius that 
he might choofe to take, tliere was no knowing into what 
llrange extravagances he might not lead them. For his part, 
he wondered from whom he had learnt the idea of breaking . 
through the eftabliflied rules and forms 6f the Houfe ; his 
predeceflTors in oflSce had been content to adhere invariably to 
thofe rules, and in fo doing they had afted wifely. If the 
rule was Once broken through, it might be aboliflied altoge- 
ther. If it was right to vote the army eftimates after they 
had been upon the table only five day 6,^' why not vote them 
^fter being there only four, three," 6t two^'days : or why not 
bring them down, prefent them, and call upon the Houfe to 
vote them the next day or the very day on which they were 
prefented? The fame reafon which would ju'ftify the viola- 
tion of the rule in one inftance, would jullify it in all. Bc- 
lides, in all former feflions the conftant ulage had been to 
Vote the navy before the army eftimates; and, as th6 ftrength* 
of our marine was to be the gujde what fort of an army might 
be necefl&rv, the vote of the navy ought always to precede 
the vote ot the army. This infringement of the ufual prac-' 
tice was highly reprehenfible ; and though he could not 
^gree that it was not improper to vote the army before the" 
militia, or think that there required any argument whatever" 
to prove the extreme impropriety of going into a Committee, 
befides that very ferious one which he had already urged, the 
abfolute neceflSty of a ftridt adherence to the eftabhflied rules 
and forms of 'proceeding in that Houfe, yet certainly the 
matter in which the right honourable gentleman had exprefled- 
bimfelf on the fubjedl of the militia, afforded ftrong ground 
of objection to voting the army eftimates at prefent. The 
right honourable gentleman haa contended that an honour-' 
able and refpeilable friend of his ought not to ftirink from 
his intention of bringing in the bill for riegulating the mihtia, 
becaufe he, a fingle individual in that Houfe, had declared he 
fiad not made up his mind to one particular point. For his 
P3rt^ he was ot the fame opinion ; ^luA'feft Yio^^Jl^ tvox?«\\.W 
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ftanding what had pafied, that the worthy and refpeflable 
meniber would bring in his bill ; and, furely, the Public were ' 
already nnder infinite obligations to him for what he had 
done^ and his introducing^ the bill, even if it were to fall, from 
that part of it being obje£led to and overcome that enabled 
the meafure> which the honourable gentleman and thofe who 
had with him taken the trouble of digefling the tyftem, (and 
who were confequently the beft able to judge of every part 
of it) deemed the moft ellential point of all, would be at- 
tended with this good confequence, that it would not only 
bring the fubjedi fairly under difcufTion, but open the eyes 
of the Public, 'and convince them who were and who were 
not the friends of the militia, and whether there was or was 
not any defigns to annihilate the inftitution. With regard 
to the right honourable gentleman's calling himfelf, as he 
had thought proper to do in refpeiSl to the militia, a fingle 
individual, it might fairly be obferved that the right honour- 
able gentleman pafled under various chara£lers in that Houfe; 
9t one time he called himfelf a Member of Adminiftration, 
at another the Minifter, then again the Minifter of the Crown, 
Jiay he had even once aflumed the felf-created charafter of 
Representative of the Reprefentatives of the People, and fent 
.bis own will in a dictatorial manner to the Irifli Parliament, 
itiftead of the refolutions of that Houfe ; but when the fit of 
humility was on him, he bent to the more fubmiflive cha- 
racter of a fimple individual. It was not a little remarkable 
that the efFeft and fuccefs of his meafures for the moft part 
dq>ended' on the charadler which he thought fit to aflume. 
When the right* honourable gentleman chofe to ftand up as 
a fingle individual, 'he generally failed of achieving his pur- 
pofe. On the grand queftion of reform in the reprefentation 
6{ the People in Parliament, the right honourable gentleman 
profefled he was afting as a fingle individual, and there he 
did not fucceed; In this fcrutiny, in like manner, ading 
' is a fingle individual, he failed; and had he been no more 
■ than a fingle individual in the cafe of his India bill, he verily 
believed the right honourable gentleman would have failed 
likewife. He hoped and believed that the militia bill, if 
brought in and gone on with, would fucceed, as the right 
honourable gentleman chofe, on the prefent occafion, to call 
himfelf a fingle individual, however much the gentlemen 
who had waited upon him refpefting the militia, might have 
fouiid him the Minifter at his Houfe in Downing ftreet. 
On the whole it appeared that the Houfe could not immedi- 
ately go into a Committee upon the army eftimates without 
violating an eftablifhed praftice, and thereby introducing a 
precedent which might lead to moft mifchievous and alarm- 
pi^ confeqvences* He felt it diflBcult to corvcVaie mX\\o\iX. 
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obfjsyviug^ that thehalf-ftifled lawgJitQC with which tl^e Mtnif-s 
ter, 24}A hiS; friends met foroe of; biS; remarks. \?ii!Qre ind'ecc^^ 
niiiapplied to a (ubje(3: of fuch pa^ticUji^r iin^rtance» 
he Secre* The Secretary of M^ar faid thajt be Ottered himfcif that thp 
ryatWtr, j^ggjic^ of his o,wxi condudi would reft firroly upon a,pfaia 
ftatement^of fafts, a;id therefore h^ IhouW 'eaye it tathe. 
Houfc to judge frona them anddraw- the natuj;a^ conqlufions. 
There was not in that Houfe, he believed^ a. rpeipber. vfho. 
had fhewn njore refgedt aiid reverence to their forn^ pf pifOr 
ceedings than he had uniformly dpOjS.^r the thirty yeairs,^ 
during whjcb he (at in Paxliameut^ andhe tru^edtbat he bad 
no< in the prefent inftance a£ted fp a$^ to vioiivte ^ny one o^ 
them. The papers had now been feven days upon the table 
[Mr. Sheridan cried out, No ! no ! only five] The Secretary, 
at War added that he ftiould perfifi in his aflertion ; thejc 
were prefented on the pfecedi.ng Thurfday, and: he fl^Quld con- 
tend, that Thurfday was one day, Friday two, S;^torda,j 
three, Sunday four, [The oppofite fide of th?. Houfe laughed.] 
Monday five, TueCiay-fix, aad Wednefda,y feven ; that wa* 
.^ complete week, for he kiiew of no rule that the whole of. 
the Teven (hould be fitting days, Satiirdays and Sund^vys 
would ftrve as well for the infpeftion of papers as :viy other 
days 'y arid therefore let the Houfe judge whether the papers- 
had not bee^i before them a full week, and whether. he wajs 
chargeable y^ith any attempt either to proceed precipitately,. 
or to violate 4ny eftabliflied form of proceeding. Indeed ha 
fl\ould have imagine^that the honourable gentleman who h^wi 
juft fat down, knew his chara^er as a member of I^arlianuent. 
too w«U to have fuppofed him capable of fuch a defign, and 
as to eccentric flights of genius, he could only fay, he yra^ 
^ that moment [tortijir^d by the gout] lefs qualified than ever 
to attempt flights than ^t any other time, had he been (binr 
clined. As a proof'that his arguments were farfirorn inc<wi- 
Glufive, he begged leay« to remind the Houfe, that when he( 
gave notice of the day on which \jp fhould move to rpfor the. 
eflimatesto the Committee of Supply,' a noble Earl (of Surrey) 
exprefied his fatisfadiion that the time^'of inveftigation was fa 
little diftantt • ' ' ' -^ ' 

Mr. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan anfwered that the right l^qiip^Yrable gentkr- 
^^* man had contended himfelf with attempting to'ptove thaj 

the papers had been upon tlie tab'e a week, or feven days, bu^ 
aven if that could be made out (which he muft b^g leave tci 
ifcny) this was not meeting his argument, whiph wasj/tlui^ 
th9 pikers had not been on the table the ufual time, an^ iiV 
that argument he had been fupportedby the firfi authority ia 
that Hpufe. When lie alluded to the eccentric flights o|- 
the right honourable gentlem^, he certainly did not ipj^a 
fow/muate t&it tte right honourable miX^&mw'VaiL'c^xi i. 
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iight^pf-foch aititude as thatof a right honourable friend of 
Us-(Cdlonel Fk^piitrick) during the courfe of the preceding 
•^r.— [The Houfe laughed]. 

■ hoti, North having exipr^ed the pleafure tvhich he always ia. North- 
■fi^ it'coincidiifg in opinion With the noble Earl(of Surrev) 
%Aio fiit near him, begged leave to add, that although tne 
mble Earl, from his^cal for the difpatch of the public bu- 
"fineft, and perhaps from thinking that matters went on too 
4owly, had on the day when the eftimates were prefented, 
-declared his Approbation of the propofal then to take them 
into cOtlfideration, notwithftanding that it was at th& 
tame ftated from the -Chair, that it had been a conilant prac- 
- -tice to allow them to be upon the tlhle a longer while, he 
^J9rv/?'fay that it appeared to him to be highly improper, and 
'pregharit with the moft ferious confequences, to violate an 
-ancient, and hitherto an invariabla, rule of proceeding. Ii 
had been always ui'ual, foon after the commencement of the 
'^(effion, to prefent the army eftimates, and in a day or two af-* 
*te^wards, notice was given, that the f(^anien for the fervice 
*F*t!|te year, would be voted on a particular day, and the 
"vote on the navy always took place of the vote for the army, 
^hnd preceded it, moft probably, l>ecaure the Teamen and ma- 
4ihBs were voted without eftinlate. With regard to the efti- 
4riMfts*df the army, they had conftantly lain upon the table 
^Sght Of tendays before it had been attempted to move to re- 
efer aterii'fo a Committee of Supply, nor did he ever know, 
'ttiat the day On tvhich tliey were prefented, was counted xs 
^bac of the riuinb^r of days on which they were before the 
nduie* He trufted that before the Houfe departed from 
'their iincierit rule and ufoge, a precedent of fuch a departure 
Im^Htlje f>ointed out, or that fome public ground of necef- 
ity' might be ftated* Thc'praftice had clearly obtained to 
^re^t the Houfe from being tvken by furprife. In the 
■piSefetat cafe moft probably farprife was not intended; yet it 
"behoved the Houfe to guard againft the introdufition of an 
'65Kitt^tionabIe ^precedent. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer remarked that he jfhould The Chju- 
."fittd'hittfelf exceedingly puzzled perfedlly to underftand the ccUorof the 
/^tcftrverfatioh to which the gsentlemeri on the other fide of the ^^^^^P""^- 
"Hotafe-had given rife, ^ere it not for a complaint made a 
fffff 'dAys ago by a noble Earl (of Surry), of the Houfe 
'ineeting at three o'clock, and regularly adjourning before 
• foirr.— -This liiiode of treating a warm debate, and calling 
'■forth all *the powers of a moft vigorous oppofition on an 
'-tili^ihiXry^ueft'ion like the preftrit, was, he muft conf(^fs, a 
i«ty^!mSSual method of remedying the evil complained of: 
%« *t-Ae fame time he dre^ed left au aAVtetttvtfc \o \\. 
■'iSteii/i/>rore tie uwans of tncreafing another c:^>\fe^o^ wxv^'a.* 
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finefs which had alfo been fuggefted, but which, as of lels 
importance, he fuppofed gentlemen were willing to facrifice= 
to the former ; and this was the flow progrefs which th^ 
public bufinefs was making in the Houfe. The noble Lord ^ 
and the honourable gentlemen who had preceded him, en — 
deavoured to eftablifti it as a certain and conclufive grounc^ 
of ohjeftion to the motion before the Houfe, that it wa. z 
contrary to the eftabliftied order of parliamentary proceeds 
ing to go into a comtnittee of fupply on the ^rmy eftimate^s 
until they had lain on the table during feven or eight day^s 
(for the noble Lord, in particular, could not venture to fa ^ 
which, ajid not being able to produce any written documeri^ 
to prove that fuch an order exifted) he had argued it on tt^ 
principle that it was ncceflary to prevent the Houfe beii^ 
taken by furprife on a fubjeft of fuch confiderable impo :^ 
tance. Now, certainly, however found and judicious tlfc^ 
principle might in general prove, it could by no means app3B. 
to the prefent cafe; for he believed that not one memb -^ 
who faw how well the Houfe was attended, and obferv^^ 
the degree of preparation which fome gentlemen had maA^-^ 
as well in point of argument as in wit and pleafantiKr 
( which none, ignorant of the peculiar talents of one of tMn 
honourable gentlemen oppofite (Mr. Sheridan) would ha^%^< 
thought could have found a place in a debate on fo dry^ ^ 
fubjedl as the prefent) would pretend to fay, that there vr^Li 
any danger of the Houfe being taken by furprife. In ai^l 
of this fa6t, of the Houfe being fuflBciently awake and upon 
their guard, gentlemen had moreover difclaimed anyfufpi-* 
cion of the Minifter having meditated fuch a furprife. Howf 
unfair was it in gentlemen to fit by and hear notice of 3. 
motion given to the Houfe, particularly of a motion in the 
ordinary and regular courfe of bufinefs, without impartii^ 
even one fingle hint of their intention to oppofe it, nay to 
fuflFer fo many days to pafs over without any fuch intima- 
tion, and then to come forward (as they now did) with ar- 
guments drawn from a fuppofed eftabliilied praflice, which 
no man could take upon himfelf to prove and fubftantiate ! 
The noble Lord, after begging the queftion. Us to the exif- 
tence of the point of order which became the chief bails of * ■ 
oppoCtion, had taken fome pains to afcertain the number of 
days during which the eftimates had lain upon the tablet; 
but furely his time was fpent to no great purpofe, for it 
would afford but little room for ingenuity and argument to 
prove, tliat if the papers were laid on the table on Thurfday, 
then Thurfday was one of the days on which they were on 
the table; and yet this difficulty, it feemed, was one which 
the noble Lord thought it no degradation to his talents and 
vnderH^nding to attempt to fo\ve% Ajv ^it^utatot had been ' 
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i nlisdby an honourable gentleman to prove that it would be 
■ -tinproper to vote the ariiiy eftimate.^ until after the feamen, 
fcrthe fervice of the current year, fliould have been pre- 
vionfly voted : and this undoubtedly fhewed, in the clearcflr 
point of view, that he and his friends had no very great 
anxiety to forward and expedite the public bufinefs ; for they* 
wpuld certainly, in fuch a cafe, have given notice of their 
intended oppofition, and fo have induced Minifters to move 
for the feamen on this day, and pofti^one the army tilllri- 
day. But, in faft the whole of the oppofition to thequef- 
tionfeemed to him to originate in the honourable gentleman's 
well-known difpofJtion to mirth and derifion, and api)eared 
to proceed from a defign to laugh at the Iloufe; and inflead 
of permitting them to enter upon a bufinefs for which they 
Were prepared by proper notice, to tell them in plain terms, 
*' Well, gentlemen, I fee you are all cotne down to vote the 
** army, but I promife you you fhall i\o no fuch thing, for 
** I have fpecial reafons to put it off for a day or two 
** longer, and I have found out a nuniber of gentlemen to 
** vouch for me, that there either is, or oiight to be,^a 
** {landing order to that effedl." Y\nd thus v»:;s the hu- 
*^oroiis vein of the honourable gentleman to be gratified 
^^ the expence of the time of the members, and tlie digni-' 
^'y of the Houfe. However, left the intention of tke ho- 
nourable gentleman might appear too plainly, and fo defeat 
^lie.objeft in view, he had taken care to keep liimfcif back 
in the debate until an lionoiirable gentleman of a graver 
Caft, whofe eloquence v/as of a more feriouc compledtion, 
;and who had argued the queftion upon more folomn grounds, 
ihould precede him, and fo cover his main dvifgn. As to 
Umfelf, Mr. Pitt faid that he trufu-d that the lioufe would 
indulge him with a few words upon the fi;bje<SV, which 
however foreign to the purpofc, liad been drawn into the 
debate, and made confiderable ufe of by the gentlemen on 
ihe other fide of the Houfe, in hopes to creute a prejudice 
againft him in the minds of his fellow fubjeds. He had, 
on a former occafion, been called upon by an honourable 
meDnber to deliver an opinion on a matter of the gieateft 
confequence, and v/hich comprehended in it the two moft 
tflential objefts of the attention of' that Houfe, and of 
government, namely oeconomy, and that conilitutional der 
fence of the kingdom, the militia. He had begged leave 
"ta withhold his opinion on the fubjedl, until a public dif- 
cuffion fliould have enabled -him to avail himfelf of the in- 
formation which he expefted fb receive from thofe very 
refpedable members of Parliament and officers of the mi- 
litia who had fo mcritorioufly applied themfelves to the bu- 
finefs — advantsiges had be^n tak^^n of this "h(itvx:\X\ori X'^ixiv^ 
- Voz. XIX. ' K 
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a fuggeftion that he was in general hoftile to the inftitution 
of the militia, and that in confequence of his being fo, it^ 
would be to no purpofe to bring forward any" meafures for 
its improvement — this conclufion was the more abfard, be- 
caufe the very gentlemen who endeavoured to ftigmatize 
him as an enemy to the militia, merely becaufe he had not 
yet clearly made up his mind on a certain particular quef - 
tion relating to it, had themfelves determined to withhold 
from the Houfe a plan methodically and induflrioufly ar- 
ranged, and on the propriety and ufefulnefs of which, in all 
its parts, their judgements were ^agreed, merely in hopes 
of throwing an odium upon him. He profefled himfelf to 
be as much as any man could pofiibly prove, a friend (he 
might indeed fay an hereditary friend) to the militia, and 
fortified as he was in the confcioufnefs of that difpofition, 

' he fhould look down with contempt on ever^y illiberal infi- 
nuation calculated to injure his reputation and mifrepre- 
fent his principles; though v/ere he not fo happy as to feel 
that confcioufnefs, he flioiild certainly fmart feverely under 
the cenfures which he had undergone-*— and having not come 
to any fixed and determined judgement on tjie fubjedt allud- 
ed to, he fhould not be provoked either by the wit or th^ 
anger of the honourable gentleman * (Mr. Sheridan) noc 

' by his defire to create, or his inability to bear a laugh, to 
hazard an opinion without fufiicient ii^veftigation, and 
which of courfe it was not improbable hut he might after- 
wards find it neceffary to alter. He challenged any gen- 
tleman on the other fide of the Houfe, excepting thofe 
who had employed themfelves fo long in an inveftigation 
of the fubjeft, to ftand up and avow whether lie hadiVi"^" 
felf formed any fuch decifive opinion on the neceffity of 
bringing out the mititia annually, as he would venture 
ito abide by ; and if he had, to declare what were tlie argu- 
ments and reafons on which fuch opinion waseftabliftied.— ^ 
Jf no gentleman was ready to commit himfelf in fuch a man- 
ner, why then fhould they expedl or defire him to do fo? If 
his exprefSng a doubt upon that fubjed, and requefl:ing time 
and information, was to be confi:rued as an omen of the ill 
fuccefs of the whole arrangement propofed by the framers of 
the bill, though at the fame time declaring that he was 
not determined againft the principle, how dangerous mufi 
it be (fince the gentlemen were pleafed to afcribe fucli weight 
to his opinion,) to force him to give one before it was fuf;- 
ficiently matured and digefled; and he defired the hanoura- 
ble gentleman to refle£t how inconfiftent it was with his 
boafted zeal for the militia, on conflitutional grounds, to 
make himfelf inflrumental in propagating a dodrine, that it 
was juRiAahle for any gentleman in?. pofTeflion of a plan cal- 
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bnlated to ferve the Public, to withhold it from the Heufe 
tintil they ihould have procured the concurrence of the ex- 
eoitive lervants of the Crown. 

'b/lr»Mar/ham declared that he could not avoid regarding Mr.Mai^ 
the verbal attack made apparently upon htm by the right ho- ^^' 
nourable gentleman as a kind of perfonal abufe. He had 
accafed him of abandoning, for frivolous rcafons, ameafure 
of general utility. Of thefe reafons, however, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman could not plead ignorance when he re-. 
iie£led upon the fteps which he had taken in the bufmefs ; 
he was confcious that he had acSed from the pureft motives; 
he had not deferted the caufe of the militia, or of the Pub- 
lic, by any meafure whatfoever; he wanted to fecure both, 
and he had been averfe from bringing forward his billon 
this very account. He was aware, that in the prefent fitu- 
ation of affairs, there exifted a ftatutc, which might be called 
into execution, and which, in its execution, might, with the 
ct)ncurrenfce of the Houfe, give efficacy to that very regula- 
tion which he wifhed to eftablifli, as effential to the proper 
difciplme of the militia. He meant their being called out 
once a year. Were he, however, in the prefent circum^ 
ilances of the cafe, to attempt, by any bill which he might 
bring in^ to put matters on a better eftablifliment, he was 
fufpicioUs of endangering the very exiftence of that objedt 
which he chiefly felt an ambition to preferve. The right 
honourable gentleman's concurrence in the plan propofed, 
not as a fimple individhal, but as the Miniller of the coun- 
try, he considered as abfolutely necrflary to the creation of 
■the fyftem. He was not fmgular in this opinfon. There 
Were two other gentlemen from whom he believed that the 
Tight honourable gentleman would not differ, but with re- 
Iu£tance, who were connedled with the militia, who enter- 
tained the fame fentiments of the bufmefs as he did, and with 
whom the right honourable gentleman might commune if 
he faw fit, on this important fubjeft. If he was ferious in his 
intentions to adopt any fcheme which might render the mi- 
litia more ufeful ; if he was anxious to profit by the labours 
bf thdfe who had attendedj perhaps more than he had done, 
to the fubjedt. He had it now fairly in his pov/er. He now 
poilefied every intelligence which could have been imparted 
by gentlemen, attentively and unremittedly engaged upon 
the inveftigation of the fubjcdl, and it refted with him either 
to flight fuch refources, or turn them to a public benefit. 

Mr. Pitt replied that it was not poflible to defcribe his Mr. Pitt. 
aftoniflimeht at ^ifcovering that the honourable member had 
fuppofed him capable of affai ling him with inveftives. No- 
thing could be more remote froni his intention : the argu- 
ments he had emplojed would not fuppoitXVe CQ\\c\\3&aTv» 
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It had become the favourite objeft with the other fide of the ^ 
. Houfe, to exhibit him as unfriendly to the militia, becaufe 
he had not declared his intention to concur with veipe&. to 
.ojne regulation contained in the bill, before it ftiould be dif- 
cuifed in the Houfe. There was furely no ground for ^hc 
^legation. If it belonged to any perfons to bring forward 
Btt^afures of this nature, it was furely the province of thofe 
who, from a devotion of mind to a particular fubjedl, were 
pofleffed of the mofl: extenfive knowledge of it. In the often- 
' fible charac9er in which he flood, various plans of opera- ^ 
lion were conftantly prefling themfelves on his notice. It 
was iiifipoffible for him to beftovv*that attention to each, to 
which a fmgle individual or a body of men might find them- 
felves abfolutely equal. This was precifely the cafe in the 
prefent inftance. Communications had, no doubt, been made 
by thofe who employed themfelves in digefting a new 
fyftem of militia law, againft whom the honourabTe gentle- 
jnan was one; but would any perfon venture to fay, that 
though poflefled of fuch (Communications, he was equally 
well qualified to bring forward a meafureof.tl>is nature with 
thofe who had made it an objeft of ftudy, and dedicated a 
large portion of their time to the confideration of it? Amongft 
tlie number of thefe, he was convinced the honourable gen- 
tleman was mofl. confpicuous: it belonged, therefore, to him 
more p«roperly to bring it forward; and if he confidered the 
difapprobation of his intended defertion of duty as a. perfonal 
attack^ he had every allowance from him to take it up in. 
that light. .3USU 

ti. North. Lord Ncrlb faid that he rcf^jn vindication^of himfelf and 
of his friends. The right honotwrable gentleman had charged 
them with a defeS: of duty, in not oppofing the order of the 
Houfe at an earlier period. Why, fays the gentleman, Tdid 
you not come down on Friday, and obje£l to it } Why did 
you not oppofe it before this time ? If you had, the navy 
might have been voted in the mean-while, and all objeftions 
to precipitancy removed. This, indeed, may be a fpecies of 
argument to the men, but not to the rule. As for his own^ 
part, his abfeiKe admitted of fome fort of vindication. On 
the Friday and Saturday it was impolnhle for him to attend. 
On the Monday he went tp tiie country. - He had remained 
there till the prefent day. Eut fuppofmg that he and his 
friends might not have been doirig duty, as the Secretary at 
War, or the right honourable gentleman ; yet furely this' 
condudl had not efcaped the obfervation of one, to whom 
particular attention was due in all matters of form: the ob- 
fervation he meant of the rigiit honourable member who fo-v 
defervedly filled the chair. He had declared his fentiments 
. f^atri€ to thh n:atwcr, when it \xvxs firft: i^^c\>Qfedv and had- 
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nplamed the uniform praftice of thq Houfe. His obferva- 
tioas at that period were perfe£tly coincident with his ideas 
Ott the fubjeft, whatever it might be with thofe of tlie otlier 
fide of the Houfe. Sill however, every lemarlc advanced was 
Goafiderad by the right honourable gentleman, as thj lan- 
guage and argument of what he had denominated a '^ z'l^crous 
cfpofitionj* Whether the oppofition was vigorous or not, he 
would not.pretend to fay; but furely theprefent ijueftion wu^ 
not a point of oppofition, but a mere qucliion of form. It 
was fimpiy this: whether the Houfe would agice, for no 
plaufible reafon whatever, to depart from a inodj c>f pror-:— 
dure, which had been uniformly adopted l)y i', or not ? i'oC 
his own part, he muft contend that thjre was no deviatioj\ 
from this pradlice, and that there ought to Ivj none, urjci? 
upon the moft critical occufions, or for th.e moil: urgent rt-a- 
foQ8. If none of thefe exil^ed in the j?r?fent cale, why v;an- 
derfrom the ordinary cour fc ? If then there were precedents, 
thofe precedents fliould be produced ; and they ihould be 
more efpecially produced by tliofe who were attempting a new 
and extraordinary mode of condu6l. The obligation refted 
with them : not with thofe to whom an attachment to the 
invariable pra6lice of the Houfe was a point of anxious and 
lindeviating attention. 

: Mr. Pownie wondered that the time of the Houfe fliould Mr.PownJe 
be engrofled by the difcuflion of a matter, relative to the mi- 
litia, which he conceived it by no means diflicult to adiuft. 
The honourable gentleman oppofite to him (Mr. Marfliam) 
:had informed them, that he gave his bill on this fubjcct to 
the right honourable gentleman. The right honourable gen- 
tleman, on the other hand, contended, that it was his duty 
to bring it forward. Why not, then, gratify the Houfo v;iih 
a fight of it? There could be no harm in this — and It vras 
moft probable that the Houfe would, in its wifdom, difpofe 
of it according to its deferts. 

Mr. Tiryor reprobated what he termed the unbecoming ?»irTayl«r, 
treatment which his right honourable friend (the (Chancel Icr 
^f the Exchequer) experienced refpeding the militia buliners. 
■He avowed himfelf a fincere friend to the militia. From the 
knowledge, however, whicli he had acquired on this fubjt (Tt, 
hp entertained fome doubts whether the regnlition which w's 
intended would be productive of any good efF-:6b. He ]io;'ei 
that the matter would be brought into dilcufiion, a:'d \\v:x 
every perfon would obtain that infcrraaticn v>'hich v;:ig ub- 
.-'{bintely neceflary for a juH decifion on the point. 

Mr. Fox faid that he felt it irxiparLDle to permit tlvc ob- Mr. Fcx. 
■ fcrvalions of the right honourable gentleman refpedting the 
militia to pafe unnoticed. The militia formed part of t]'ie 
defence oS ths imtion. Did the right houov.r io\f». ^'F*A\V^^-.\^•x<:^^ 
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then; zffe&a. greater ignorance on this fubjefl: than any ottet 
perfon? Was it not his duty to inform hirnfelf of all it^ 
circumftances ? He was the minifter of the country, and^ 
as fuch> it became him to be better informed on this point 
than any other perfon. This, therefore, was no ground of 
excufe why he fhouid not bring forward any meafure which 
might be judged neceflary for putting the country into a 
better ftate of defence. It was his duty to know, and to do 
this beyond that of every other member of the Houfe ; and 
to decline this tafk on pretences of want of fufficient infor- 
mation, was no argument at all in' his favour. He hoped 
iuch fubterfuges would not be allowed as precedents in the . 
Houfe, nor received by the country at large. As to the 
point of form under more immediate difcuflion, he faw no 
reafon why the uniform ufage of the Houfe (hould .he de- • 
parted from on the prefent occafion. His honourable friend 
near him (Mr. Sheridan) hdd contended that the eft i mates 
fliould have lain on the table, agreeable to pradtice, eight 
days. The right honourable Secretary at War had acknow- 
ledged, that they had lain there only feven. Why then 
tranfgrefs the ordinary ufage of the Houfe, or give birth to 
a precedent which might afterwards be employed as a dan- 
gerous inftrument of furprize ? He knew of no inftance oc- 
curring on the face of the Journals, which juftified the ftep; 
and he was of opinion that the gentleman on the oppofite 
fide of the table fhouid either fhew fome authority for adopt- 
ing this new line of conduft, or relinquifh it altogether. He 
was ftrengthencAin his opinion, that there was no precedent 
on the Journals of the Houfe which juftified their going into , 
a Committee on the army eftimates before they had Iain 
eight days on the table, as this idea had been countenanced 
by an authority to which h« had uniformly paid an implicit 
defFerence — the Chair. As to the plan of voting the army, 
contrary to cuftom, before the navy, he could eafily conceive 
a reafon for it. The navy was recommended warmly in his 
Majefty's Speech as an obje£t of attention. If, howe\n5r, ft 
fhouid be voted prior to the army when the latter Came un- 
der fubfequent confederation, various arguments of objcftion 
miglit be ftated, which by the intended manoeuvre would be 
entirelv cut off. In confequence of the prefent reprehenfible 
deviation, the army would be rendered the leading objed^, al- 
though the navy muft experience the greateft need of aid 
and augmentation. 
Mf. Rofc. Mr. Rofe requefted that the Journals of the 1 2th and 1 6th 
of December 1774, might be read. This being dione, he 
from thence argued that it clearly appeared that Lord Har- 
rington, then Secretary at War, had laid the eftimates of the 
army on the table on the firi\ of tVvefe touo4^^\ ^Tv^xVv^axvVv^^ 
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bad been fubmitted to a Committee of the Houfe, and voted 
the following one; not after eight days confideration^ as con- 
tendefd for, but only four. Mr. Role hoped that this prece- 
dent would not be ohjefled to, or^e in the leafl offenfive to 
the noble Lord (Lord North) on the oppofite fide of the 
lioufe, or his friends. 

' Lord North declared, that it had been produced for that Ld. Jihrih. 
very purpofe. [The Houfe laughed.] He obferved, that though 
he had uniformly contended for a ftridl adherence to the prac- 
tice of the Houfe^ yet he had never been abfurd enough to 
aflert, that there was no fuppofable occaficn on which it might 
be difpenfed with. He was perfuaded that there rouft have 
been fomething fingular to have given rife to tlie precedent 
quoted, though it ought not to be urged as a general rule, '^W* 
one fwallow does not make a fummer. The American war 
was then about to commence, at leaft the feeds of it had be- 
come apparent, and precipitancy in voting tJie army eftimate?, 
might> on fuch an occafion, be juftifiable. The ne.v Par- 
liament had, at the period alluded to, met for the firft fef- 
iion; it was in the month of December; on account of the 
holidays, they muft adjourn about the 24th; there mighr, 
therefore, be no impropriety in a new Parliament, on the ap- 
parent approach of a war, giving a proof, by even tranfgicr- 
.fing an eftablifhed rule, of their confidence in His Majefty's 
Miniflers, by voting the. army in the expeditious manner 
they had done. 

1 he Honourable Mr. Grenzulc iJvl that he ft-lt it more The iT«t. 
than difficult to regard the argument oi the noble Lord with- ^*'^; ^«*^' 
put furprife and indignation. He and his fiiends had con-^'*'^ 
tended, with unexampled confidence, that there was no pre- 
cedent to countenance the propofed meafures. Yet what hud 
fippeared on the Journals of tJie Houfe, and during the noble 
\ Lord's own adminiftration alfo, but a precedent exadlly in 
point, and a precedent which ouglit not to have efcaped the 
recolledlionof the noble Lord, or of his friends. The noble 
Lord afferted that the war with America was then in view, 
and that this circumftance might account, for the Houfe going 
put of its common form for the purpofc of giving proof of its 
^nfidence in Miniftry. But for what purpofe was that con- 
fidence to be bpftowed, but for the adopting a train of mea- 
fures which he hoped his right honourable friend was incapa- 
ble even of conceiving, as they had been fo fatally prejudicial 
|o the interefts of the country. He could not fufEciently re* 
probate the condudk of thofe in oppofition, who, with a 
ftrange effrontery, had called for precedents, and with an 
unexampled confidence had afiertcd, that there was no ground 
for continuing a meafure which feemed fully juftified by the 
jpXfTiials of the Houfe* 
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j^ Noitji. Lord North anfwered that the ingenuity of the honourable 
gentleman, who found it heceSary, on all occadons, to have 
recourfe to the American war, was entitled to admiration. 
TheAmerican v/ar was a uniform topic to him and his friends. 
All its difafters were charged on him. In fhort, the Ameri- 
can war was his great chcval de battaille'^ it was his favourite 
• "hobby 'horfe, he was fond of mounting him on all occafions. 
He would remind him, however, as well as his right honour- 
able friend, in what the American war originate^ — it was the 
^ ftamp a(3. Hereditary virtue, and hereditary merit, had 
been talked of, and he believed, that if there w^as any thing 
in fuch ideas, they were as applicable to tlie honourable gen- 
tleman, and his right honourable friend, in the view of the 
American war, as to him. 
It^Xourtc- Mr. Courtenay remarked that the right honourable gentle- 
■^^^ man combated, in all his arguments, the authority of the 

Chair; that fuch an aft of repugnancy was difrefpedlful in 
the extreme ; that — . 
Vkr. Grcn- Mr. Grcnville called him to order, contended that the ho- 

- '*'^^* nourabie gentleman had tortured his arguments, with a view 

to make them appear to the Hbufe calculated to convey a 
cenfure upon the Chair, than which nothing could be more 
diftant from his intention, as no one entertained a Higher re- 
fpeft for the opinion of the Chair than himfelf. 
Mr.Courte- Mr. Cowr^^;?c7y replied, that the ^ight honourable member 
had given a flriking proof of his fagacity, in having been able 
to difcover, nor what he (Mri Courtenay) hadidkA^ but what 
he \v?iS gohig to fay. It was impoffible, for two very fub- 
flantial reafons, that he could have tortured the arguments of 
the right honourable gentleman: in the firfl: place, he had 
jcarcely uttered a fentence, when the right honourable gen- 
tleman thought proper to interrupt him. And' in the next 
place, it was impoilible that he could have tortured his argu- 
ments; for, in truth, the right honourable gentleman had 
not ufed any arguments at all ; but, inftead of fpeaking to 
the queftion, had deviated into extraneous matter, not at all 
applicable to the bufinefs then under confideration ; fuch was 
*his ijigreffion relative to the Arherican war; in which the. 
right honourable gentleman had ufed language the moft unex- . 
pe£led that could have fallen from any man of delicacy;, for 
when he firft mentioned the American war, he thought he 
was moft certainly going to defend it, from a principle of 
filidl piety; and that he was about to follow the example of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had boa-fted, this day, 
that- he had an herediiarj right to like the eftablifhment of a 
militia : fo might the right honourable gentleman have boafted 
that he had an. hereditary r.ight to approve, fupportj and de- 
fcnd the Ameriean war : — But it, would fe^m, from wliat both 
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geatlemen liad faid, that they claimed a right alfo to eon- 
demn and overtum«thofe things for which they profefled to 
entert^ the greateft refpefl; and that tho' they agreed in 
principles vnth the Public, they were always liable to avoid 

^ l)eing obliged to admit all the. confequ^nces that would flow 
froni thexxiy by riding away upon a diftindtion. The Ameri- 
can i^ar had,, in truth, been the work of the right honour- 
able gentleman's father ; but he never failed to abufe it, when, 
by fo doings he found anopportunity of attacking the noble 
lord In the blue ribband. So. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
eiq^refled his veneration for the militia, the eflablifhment of 
which had been the work of ^is father, but his veneration 
appeared only in his words ; for when the worthy and re- 
mediable country gentlemen, who had digefted a fyllem for 
tendering the ihilitia eflicient, waited upon him with their 
plan^ he gave great praife to them for their patriotic labours, 
and approved of every part of the bill except one^ which was 
precifely the moft efl[ential part of the whole, thejine qua non 
of the plan, without which they did not think they ought to 
proceed in it, as the rejeftion of this one part, which was the 
calling out and training the militia everv year, would com- 
pletely defeat the great objedl of it. So that in truth the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer appieared now moft clearly to be 
siin enemy to the militia in efFe£t, though he did not dare to 
a^vow it publicly in fo many w^^ords; fbr he knew that, as it 
was a favourite fervice with the .Public, he would be deferted 
by the moft indepetident men, whonowfupportedhim. This 
was not an idle or a light fufpicion on his part ; he was forry 
to fee but too much reafon for entertaining it. It was re- 
markablC) that on all former occasions, the navy had been 
voted. before the army : but this yetir theris was a deviatioijl 
from that pradice, which was not a little furprizing; nay, 
it was alarming when coupled with another circumftance, 
of which he had heard fomething, and which he believed 
would foon be known to the Houfe at large; arid that was^ 

• that on the next fupply day a reduflion oi tiVo thoufand fea- • 
tacn would be propofed. He would put it to the feelings of 
gentlemen, how far it was tonfiftent with the fpirit and ge- 
nius of the conftitution, to keep up a ftanding army to a great 
extent, which was only tolerated from year to year in this 
cpuntry ; and to reduce the marine ftrength by the redufitioii 
of|20Op feamen while the conftitutional land defence, the 
militia, was wholly negTedled, and fufFered to crumble away. 
This, he obferVed, vras a fubje6l worthy the moft ferious at- 
tention, btit on which he would fay no rpore at prefent. 
With refpeil to points of order, there was an authority to 
^hioh it was ufual to appeal in matters of that nature : the 

^atborltr of the chair. The right houout^fcVe a^u\\^m'axv ^\v.^ 
Vol. XiX. L \^^ 
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prefided In k would, therefore, pleafe to declare hisopinioa 
on the fuhje<5l, and his decifion j(hould determine bit. vote. 
The Houfe cried oat *^ Cbair, Chair !^ upon which the 

ic s,"cak- speaker rofe, and obferved that he trufted it would prove ftif- 
ficicnt to repeat what be had faid on the fubjed): a few days 
ago, wheii the Secretary at War gave notice that he would 
move that the army eftimates {hould on the prefent day be 
referred to the Committee of fupply.— On that occafion, he 
had thought it His duty to ftate^ that it was the pradtice of 
the Houfe to let the army eftimates lie eight diiys upon, the 
table, before they fuffered them to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Supply. He found, on that occafion (when he de^ 
livered his opinion), that the fenfe of the Houfe feemed npt 
to be in favour of that practice; upon which he obferved that 
the Houfe was certainly at liberty to change the order of its 
proceedings ; but that he thought it his duty to ftat^ the prac- 
tice, leaving it to the Houfe to determine^ whether it Should 
be ftill followed. 

r. Dun- Mr. Dundas having Cgnified his veneration for the Chair,i 
added, that in diilenting from it at prefent> he was counte- 
nanced by thofe who were ultimately to decide in fuch a 
point — the Houfe at large. The honourable gentleman 
who had fpofcen immediately before the opinion was giveti 
from the Chair, had not ufedany new arguments, but merely 
repeated^ in coarfe and clumfy language, the preceding ar* 
guments of others. He had alfo indulged himfelf in lieenti* 
oufly attacking his right honourable friend, (the Cbaneellor 
of the Exchequer) endeavouring to reprefent him as an enemy 
to the militia; but fhould his right honourable friend think 
proper to make any reply to what had been urged againil 
him on that head, he muft have a much higher opinion of 
the arguments of that honourable gentleman than either he 
or (he believed) the Houfe could poffiblv entertain. The 
honourable gentleman diought proper to ooferve, that his two 
right honourable friends (Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Grenville,) ap- 
peared cpnftantly to agree with the Public upon all thofe 
principles, which were regarded (acred by the country; but 
that by riding off upon a diftin^ion, they never failed to find 
a pretence for defeating the wifh^s of the People, and avoid- 
ing an agreement in the concluiion \rhich might be deduced 
from the principles. But this was not the cafe; and it wa9 
only by mifreprefentatiori that any colour coald be givca 
fcr fuch an aflertion: for in no part of what the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had faid^ could there be found the leaft 
reafon for concluding that he was an enemy to the mttlitia. 
Indeed the very reverfe -appeared ; and all that could be 
faid againft him on that head was, that he remained as yet 
unprepared to give a$ duc'idtd aa o^kvvoik u^vm onokeigvtXAC^^ 
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)ar point as other gentlemen were who had made it the fub^ 
jcSt of their ftudy for many months paft. Mr. Dundas faid, 
that he maft now beg leave to take notice of a fophii'm, 
vfed by a right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Fox) who oh- 
ferved, that he could not believe that his right honourable 
friend had not yet formed a decided opinion relative to the 
callii^ out the militia annually, and for this reafon, that, as 
ai Miniiler, be muft long fince have determined what was to 
be the plan of national defence for the prefent year; and 
hence he inferred, that however the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer might wi/h to deny it, he had aAually made up 
his mind on the queilion of calling out the militia, though 
he would not venture to flate his opinion to the Houle. 
He agreed with the right honourable gentleman in his pre- 
iniies; that his right honourable friend, as a Minifter, mufl 
have made up his mind refpeAing the national defence for 
the prefent year; but it bv no means followed from this, 
tlut he had formed a decided opinion on the propriety of 
caUing out the militia annually ; for certainly, a very great 
difierenoe exifted between the general plan of defence, and a 
paEticular regulation, becaufe the calling out of the militia 
was no more than a regulation of a part of the exifling de- 
fence of the country. On this occafion he muft remark, 
that the very right honourable gentleman, who was fore- 
moft fai attacking his right honourable friend, for not having 
akeady made up his mind upon that point, did not, even at 
the prefent moment, poflefs a decided opinion on the fub- 
jeA— and he was not an ordinary man-^for although out of 
oflSoe, he had been twice a Minifter — He Ihould, there^ 
fan, ber leave to aik him, not as a Minifter, (and heaven 
•forbid that he were at this moment !) but as a gentleman who 
had been a Minifter, why he did not make up his mind on 
the fnbjefl at either of the two periods when he had a ftiare 
in the direAion of His Majefty's Counfels, as during neither 
}ie bad called out the militia* As to the point of order, and 
With refpe£l to himfelf, it was a matter of indifference 
-whether the army was voted on the prefent day, or on the 
cnfuing Friday; but he was very much furprifed indeed, 
that gentlemen fhould aflume what they were not able to 
prove; and his furprife was heightened, when he faw thei^ 
perfevere in defending a pofition, in defiance of evidence. 
They had been pleafed to aflert, that It was the invariable 
pnidipe of the Houfe not to vote the army eftimates, until 
they had lain upon the table eight days ; but, unfortunately 
for them, an honourable gentleman (Mr. Rofe), who had 
not been in the Houfe when the debate began, but whq 
bearing^upon what it ran, opened the Journals^ and the ver^ 
firHp3E^9 which cstched his eve, afiBotrddi t\^ xsxQ^ c^xsv^^Vx^ 
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refutation of their doftrine, it appearing that in the year 
1774, the eftimates of the army had been voted in foUr days 
after they had beeil laid upon the table. He made no doubt 
but that the Journak contained hundreds of finiilar prece^ ' 
dents to beat down the doArine fo confidently affumed 
by.the gentlemign on the other fide of the Houfe. It was 
rather fingular that his nbble friend in the blue ribband, 
Ihbuld have forgotten, the cafe which had been quoted from 
the Journals, as it happened during his own Admin ifl^ration. In 

• order to overturn the confequence that was fairly deducible 
from it,* his noble friend ought to fhe w that the cafe happened 
feither during a war, or'upon fome preffihg emergency, that 
wotild warrant a departure from a general rule: but this he 
could not do; for, jn the firft place the matter had happened in 
time of peace, and in the next, the military efl:abliftiment voted 
it that period was ia peace eftablilhment. This p^:ecedent, 
therefore, not having been foUnded on any extraordinary oc- 
currence or event, was not' to be deemed a departure from 
the rule, as fome had aflTerted; and by being an exception 
to it, it was a proof of the exiftence of the rufe. The natural 
and unanfwerable conclufion was that it merited admiflion, ai 
a proof that fuch pradlices were never in exiltence. 
r Tox. Mr. Fox faid, that he muft now yield to the neceffity 
of rifing in his own defence, becaufe the right honourable 
^nd learned gentleman had applied to him to know, why he, 
when in office, had not inadeup his mind, or called out the 
militia. This queftion was put to him as a rtian, ?ind not 
as a Minifter; and though the right honourable and learned 
gentleman had exclaimed, heaven forbid that he (Mr. Fox) 
fliould be a Minifter, he made little doubt but that, were he 
one, he might have many queftions'and much bufinefs to 
do with him, if he pleafed. His arifwer to the queftibn was 
Ihort; he had been twice a Minifter, it was true; but the 
firft time was a period of war, and confeqUently nothing 
could be drawn from his conduft at that time, applicable to 
a queftion about calling out the militia in time of peace; the 
fecond time he was in office, he remained there about n}nc( 
months only, fo that he had not had timd to fliew what hisr 
plan refpefting the inilitia might have teen; but^ had he re-* 
mained three naoriths longer in office, poffibly he might have 
though tit proper to call -out the^ mihtia; and as it might 
have been dortd within the year, there was ho ground for 
faying to a certainty that he would not have done it hkd he 
continued during a year in office. But thus much was cer- 
tain, that he would have depended greatly upon the opinion 
bf profeftiohal nien, in the forming a dc^cided opinion on that 
he;id; nor would he have been fo inops conjilii^ as not to have 

been able to £iid fl^en of proper taltnU to ^^N\fe ^rVO^\ ^tv\ 
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>fier having taken their counfels, he would foon have he- 
come empowered to makeup his mind; but the right honou- 
. rible gentleman had already received the beft advice from 
. ifome of the ^bleft militia officers, and the beft difpofed to- 
wards this country; and yet he faid he had not yet made up 
bis mind on the lubjed. When the American war became 
again the threadbare fubjeft, he was really furprifed that 
gentlemen oii the other fide of the Houfe fliould be fo 
hnprtident as not to fuiFer that bufincfs to fleep; for if any 
one of them touched upon it, and ventured to condemn that 
war, he was fure to find at his elbow another ready to de- 
fend it. The enemies of that war would find in council, at 
dinger, at all the Public Boards, among their friends and 
aifiiciates, perfons who would ftand forward ftrenuoufly to 
defend the jufticeof that war; and, among others, a right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Jenkinfon) high in the confi- 
dence, of the Minifter, who was ftill a member of that 
Houfe, but who, if reports could be depended upon, would 
ihortly leave it, in order to grace another aflembly. It had 
formerly been the praSicc of the other fide of the Houfe • 
hot to let any opportunity flip to attack him (Mr, Fax) 
upon a meafure (his £aft-India bill) as much condemned as 
the American war ; but he perceived, that of late, that bill 
bad the good fortune to pafs unnoticed ; probably on account 
of the amazing fuccefs which accompanied the other bill of 
the right honourable gentleman, which was to have removed 
all the objecftions that were urged againft his profcribed bilL 
He YA>ndered that the gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houfe did not SiSt as wifely with refpeft to the American 
\nty arid confign it to oblivion, equally with a bill which 
was once as much an objeft of cenfure as the American 
War. ' Prudence fhould have taught them to do the one, as 
well as the other. He had only one more obfervation to 
make, and that was, that the learned gentleman could have 
liad^ no objedlion whatever to poftpone the* corifideration of 
the eftima^es to Friday next, as he had faid he was perfedlly 
indifierent on the fubjeft, until he had feen by whom the 
point of order was fupported; and then he oppofed the order; 
not becaufe he thought it bad, or difliked it, but becaufe he 
difliked thofe who argufed for it. For fuch a proceeding the 
Houfe would, doubtlefs, not refufe the learned and right 
hoiioiirablc gentleman his proper fhare of credit. 
* Mr. Courienay begged leave to remind the right honou- Mr. Com- 
'rable and learned gentleman that when he (Mr. Courtenay) tcnay, 
repeated, in coarfe and clumfy language, the arguments of 
Others who had preceded him, he meant fo to tranflate them 
that the learqed and right honourable gentlem^tv m\^X.^tA 
ibcm iatttUigibk smd congenial with his m;\imei^. 
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llr^Drake. iMn Drake, junior, wondered that thofe honourable gen* 
tlemen who, not long before, fignified their diBfttisfai&ioa 
at difcovering that the public bufinefs was notfnfficiendy 
expedited, were now the foremoft to retard its progrefs; and 
that thofe who pretended to be the gr^ateft cecoaomifts a£ . 
time, were fo injudicious, or inconfiftent, as to (ktw them*' 
felves the greateft fpendthrifts of it, if the expreffion was 
allowable. 

At length the gallery was cleared of firaii^ers, but the 
queftion was given up without )a divifion, and die Honfe 
refolved itfelf into a Committee, when the foUowing .refolUf 
tions were moved and voted: 

Firft, ^< that it is the opinion of this Comubittee, that a 
<< fum of money not exceeding 647^005 1. os. 8d. be granted 
^^ to His Majefry for maintaining guards and garrifons.** 

Second, ^' 234,1601. $s. iid. for maintaining Ac fercei 
*^ in the plantations and Gibraltar.'' 

Third, ^^ 6,358 1. 3 s. od. for the difierence between the 
<^ charge of the Britiih and Iriih eftablifhment of fix rcgi* 
** ments of foot." • 

Fourth, «< 6,409 1. Ss. for the pay of general and ibiff 
** officers in Great Britain," 

Fifth, " 24,3781, 7s. 8d. i-half, for defraying tbe'ex* 
** pence of full pay to reduced or fupemumerary officers** 

Sixth, *« 81,2301. 8 s. 7d. i-fourth, for the pay nccefl&ry 
f ^ to be advanced for the troops in India** 

Seventh, << 59>32oI, 13 s. 5d. to the Payroafter GeDerat 
^^ and Secretary at War, &c. &c. for Excnequer fees and 
** poundage to be returned to the infantry* 

Eighth, '^ 11,4091. 7 s. 6d. for penfions to widows of 
*^ commiffioncd officers.* 

Theie refolu|ions were ordered to be reported cm the oa» 
fuing Friday. 

Tlie Houfe being refumed, 

Mr. Dun- Mr. Dundas gave notice, that in obedience to an aft of 

^*^ Parliament, that the Houfe fhould in thirty days afber its 

meeting proceed to ballot for the members who wens XA 

compofe the court of judicature for die trial of Eaft-India 

delinquents, he would on Tuefday next propofe a ballot on 

that fubjed; and therefore, did he wifh that geiltlelMii 

would turn the matter in their minds, and come pcepared to 

give in the names of fuch perfons as they (hould think be(( 

qualified to be judges in that Court. Being informed that 

'Fuefday was fixed for a ballot for an cleSion conunittee^ 

Mr. Dundas then named Wednefday. 

Mr. shcrU Mr. Sheridan defircd to know what meafure the learned 

^^' Mild right honourable gentleman would jurfuc, if two hun* 
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dsedf amnberis the number prefcribed by law^ flibuld not 
ka^ica to at;tend. 

Mr. Omuias replied, that the firft time he Ihould fee two ^r. Da«. 
kandred members in the Houfe, he would abruptly move 
§ar a ballot, at the moment ; but he ftill hoped that the ma- 
JonVi of the Houfe would attend voluntarily to carry into 
cflea a iifilntary regulation in a falutary law. 

Mr. Sbtridan conceived that Government, knowing the Mr. sheri- 
ineScacy of the India bill and judicature, wifhed to get rid ^^°* 
of thebtter, by giving notice of a ballot, in the hope that a 
notice for attendance would prevent attendance. For his part 
he thought, that if none fhould attend but thofe who regarded 
the regubtion and the law as falutary, there would never 
be. two hundred members prefent to ballot for th^it tribunal. 
He therefore fuppofed that the learned and jright honourable 
gmtleman would propofe fome coercive meafure, either by 
a flior^ bill, or a call of the Houfe at a fhort notice, to pro- 
cue xfuffideot attendance. At all events the fenfe of the 
Honfis ought foon to be taken on that fubjeft, as petitions 
were on their way from India, praying a repeal of the aA, 
as £u* at it related to the judicature ; and if a queftion were 
not foon propofed upon that point by the learned and right 
ImioQnible gentleman, he himfelf would bring on one very 
Portly. 

Mr. CbanulUr Pitt remarked, that as the honourable mem- Mr. Ch«iw 
W who fpoke laft, wiihed ardently to defeat the eleAion ccUor Pitt. 
of members to compofe that judicature, he hoped he would 
attend^ with all his friends, in order to defeat it, which 
muil neceflarily be the cafe if the majority of the Houfe 

f was againft it, and did not think it a falutary r^ulation. 

Mr* Courtenaj exprelTed his concern at having caufe to Mr. c«ur- 
think Minifters were in eameft when they talked of the ballot, ^^^T* 
for he really conceived a hope that the learned and right 

i honourable gentlemen had given notice of it, in order that 
ho mig^t deter members from attending, that thus a regu- 
lation which all thought abfurd, might fall to the ground of 

f. itftlff and that he might thus avoid the mortification of 
being- obliged to repeat what he and his right honourable 
frifad at the head of His Majefly's counfels, had fo often 
declared to be a falutary and an eflfential part of their plan 

• |er governing India, but upon which point they had fmce 

I had reafon to alter their opinion. 
The Houie now adjourned to 

Friday y 1 0th February » 

Mr. Gilbert having brought up the report from the Com* 
tnittteof Supply, oi the vote of the army ;. \t vf^i^ xe^A. \)cv«, 
\ itib time, and^ a motion being made for its fccoivJi it^^w^^ 
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JUr. Steele . Mr. Steele^ obferving that he believed no perfon would con-» 
fider he was hoftile to the motion, added that his only reafoQ 
. for rifing was to.refcue his right honourable friend (Mr. 
Pitt) from the imputation thrown out upon him on the 
preceding Wednefday^ that he defpifed and trampled upon 
the orders and forms of the Houfe, in propofihg to have the 
army voted before the eftimate bad lain a week upon the 
table* A noble Lord (North) whofe opinion always carried 
with it great weight, had faid that the. week fhouldbe taken 
cxclufive of the day on which the eftimate was produced*; 
But having fince looked into the Journals, he found, that the 
precedent quoted on Wednefday laft by an honourable friend> 
(Mr. Rofe) was not the only one which might have beert 
produced; it was riot, what it had b^n called, ^^ a fioglfr 
iwallow;** for he could follow it up with a whole flight of. 
fwallows, and fhew that, during a period of twenty years, 
there were four or five precedents where the army had been 
voted precifely within the fame diftance of time after the pre- 
fenting of the eftimate which had elapfed this year; ahdfe* 
vcriy where it had been voted within a much fhorter. diftance^ 
as he had committed thefe precedents, to writing, he ihould 
beg leave to read them 5 . and, theriy it would appear that — ^ 
'iKr. ghcri- Mr. Sheridan declared^ that herauft take the liberty imme-: 
^* diately to interrupt the honourable member, becaufe he had 

violated order in fpeaking from the queftion, which was, for 
the fecond reading of the report ; and in alluding to a formei? 
debate. His precedents would have been yery proper on 
Wcfdnefday, had he been apprized on that day of th^ir ^x- 
^ iftence: they would have been properly urged on that, day 
to prove, tliat there was .no deviation from the praflice ,of 
the Houfe : but, furely they came too late nowy . to prove 
that the right honourable gentleman afted right on .Wednef^ 
day laft, when, in defiance of the opinion of the Chair> and 
lyhen he did not know that the(e precedents had ever cx- 
ifted, he moved to have the army eftimate 'voted. Thegen-i 
tlemen onthe other fide, be fuppofed, had. enjoyed the. good 
fortune to be afiifted fince Wednefday by an induftrious 
fearcher (Mr. Eden) of the Journals^ whom he hadTeeii 
on th© firft day of the feffion in a new place in .that Houfe,* 
but whom be had not feen fince, who divided his principles 
»nd afFei9:ipn between both fides, giving his fuppdrt to th^ 
one, and his good wiflies to the other. The precedents tdw* 
ever availed but little ; for, it had not been denied, but that 
4DCcafions might occur, which would warrant a departure from 
the general praftice, but then it was urged that the reafon of 
• fuch departure ought to be ftated and made appear, which'no 
one had attempted on Wednefday laft» Then it was that numV 
bers of his honourable friends, us couXxw^v&^\^&%> v^t(fsr|!^^ ^ 
plc^fure of fi nding thenvfel\esuu^xxive Ctoxx^^^ tosAw^^ ^^^ 
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chair, in feeble oppofkion to which but one folitarj precedent 
had arifen^ 
Mr. Steele anfwered, that he did not n^ean, either on Mr. Steele 

.'Wednefday laft, or at prefent, to juflify a departure from a 
^pra&ice or order of the Houfe, but to maintain that no I'uch 
praAice or order exifted. He then read the dates and years 
of the dtflerent precedents, and referred ^o the Journals for 

. the authenticity. 

The Speaker begged leave to remind the Houfe of the faSs The 
as they h^ve occurred ; he then recapitulated what he had ^P*^^^*"' 
£ud when it was firft moved to refer the eilimates to the 
Committee on Wednefday, and obferved that it relied with 
the Houfe at the time to decide whether Wednefday was 
too early a day, and that tlie Houfe h;^d detern^ined in the 
joegtive. 

X he Secretary at PFar ieCirei permiffion, as a member of fome Secretary ai 
ftanding, to give his opinion as to the practice, or rather the ^^^• 
principle of the pradlice, of the Houle in refpeft to the time 
of having the eflimates upon their table for fome days pre- 
Tious to their voting them, and that undoubtedly was to 
prevent furprife. In the cafe in quellion, the Speaker had 
jeminded the Houfe of their right, and they had exercifed it 
in sffireeing to Wednefday when propofed; if in fo determining 
the Houfe had done wrong, the Secertary atWjir faid, it 
would have been the Speaker's duty on any one of the in- 
tervening days between the nomination of the day of re- 
JBience and the day. itfelf, to have again flated, that the 

• Houfe had viola^ted their pradlice, and have defired that a day 
fubfequent to Wednefday might be chofenj this he had not 
donei and therefore it confirmed him in his opinion, that the 
whole lay in the difcretion of the Houfe, 

.Mr. Courtenay remarked, that he could not avoid expreffing Mr.Cdurtfr 
his aftonifliment that the ingenuity of an honourable gentle- ***y* 
num (Mr. Steele) did not fuggeft to him, that the ftring of 

Jrecedents he had fo exultingly produced that day from the 
oumals, did not militate againft his own argument; as it 
was evident that the honourable gentleman and his friends 
Were ignorant laft Wednefday that any fuch precedents ex- 
ifted, when they had aSually innovated on the eftabliftied 
practice of the Houfe, and flighted the authority of the 
Chair; Yet now, the honourable gentleman attempted to 
luftify their former conduft. They refted the defence of 
their proceedings on Wednefday laft, on precedents which 
they had difcovered after infinite refearch upon the Friday 
following. This was entirely a new fpecies of roinifterlal lo- 

Jjic or fagacity. However, he would not prefs this point 
arther, left he IhouJd repeat, in coarfe ox c^Minf^ W^ v x'?^^^ 
tbe^^atguments of his honourable frleuA Qvli. ^oWv.. S 
* Vol. XIX M 
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,jm<! again incur the invidious farcafm of a rig^t honour 

rable gentleman, (Mr. Dundas) who was perhaps joftly 

jealous of his attempting to imitate his ftyle, and of trans* 

ferring to himfclf that chara<£teriftic of it,, by which the 

right honourable gentleman was fo fingularly diftingui/hed. 

He was aware, if he fucceeded, how much the rig^t hono«t« 

rable gentleman's reputation might be diminifhed — tn4 his 

intereft hurt in any future political arrangement that might 

eventually take place between him and the noble Lord in the 

bine ribl)4nd, or another right honourable gentleman, (Mr. 

Fox.) However, he would candidly confefs, that thp 

learned gentleman had fufficient reafon to be alarmed^ and 

had great authority to apologize for the impatience and ap- 

prehenfion which he exprelled at 'the attempt. He was in ^ 

fimilar predicament with the celebrated irritable critic, Eten- 

nis, who (like the learned gentleman) had invented a now 

fpecies of play-houfe thunder ; and appeared fo jealotis of 

his exciullve property, that one night hearing a coar/e, ehtmjy 

grumbling in the theatric fky, he exclaimed in a irage. ** By 

*♦ Heavens that's my thunder!" The gentleman's fagacity 

would make the application. 

Mr. D^nr Mr, Dundas replied, that it could not be cxpeiicd that he 

***• was'ready with a cut jind dry anfwer; but when it was th« 

intention of that honourable gentleman to ftody a piece cif 

wit at his expcnce, he begged he would be fo good as to Witn 

him notice of it, that he might make preparation of sf piectf 

of wit iikewife. Mr^ Courtenay was on the point of anfw«r« 

ing, when 

Uf. Wil- Mr. FTilberfBrce exEfefled his wifhes that the Houf^ wotIJ 

bfrforcf, confider themWves as aflemhled for more ferions purpofef 

than to crack jokes. r 

Mr. Courlenay, rifing a third doie, was inunediateJy c&Hed 

to order by 

Mr.w.w. The right honourable fV. W. Grenvitk^ who obferved^ 

Iff^QyiJic, (]j3t ^ honourable gentleman could not poffibjy rife to 

explain, as the right honourable gentleman who had fyoke 

before hina (Mr, Lhmdas) h^ not taken any notice what* 

•vor of any part of h« fpeech; Mr* Grenville then pro-^ 

ceeded to reafon on the exceptions wliich had been produced, 

^id GlQmmended his bonoiarable friend, for having in fo pro-f 

per a manner refcued bis right honourable friend from th« 

imputation that had been endeavoured to be part on* him by 

the other fide of the Houfe. Mr. <irenville iaid that it was 

now clear that the praftice which had been aiTumedl^y thbfe 

gentlemen, and afferted by them with io much confidence t^ 

have been the uniform, invariable pradVice of the Hbpfe, ij^ 

faSt never had been the practice of the Houfe, hut that tbt 

fip^i^ hf^i at 4I) time^ ^n4 ouniW occaLLQ(CL%<^ tisL^tc^dk ^(^c«ct 
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mwA difcietiody as thej had done in the late inftance of thd 
atoiT cftii&atei* 

. Mr* Fvier dedariag that bi, alf<^ rbfe to order, added Mr.v 
that the jaft bonpaiabk gentleman coiild not be confidered as 
defittidingit fince be had interrupted another honourable gen* 
Skman who; had a right to be heard firft. 

The Sptakir obfismd that he regarded the honourable gen* l*he 
deman alhided to, as having wavj^ his right of priority. ^^'^^ 

Mr* C§wruwtf declared that he had not, but all he meant Mr.o 
tytbnre faidy was, that his piece of wit ftiould hereafter lie °*7* 
eight days on the table, to give the right honourable gentle- 
anaa t}.n0 enough to make a preparation of wit in reply, and 
then the Houie would be able to judge whether the reply 
was wit or no. 

Mr. fV* GrifUfiUe anfwered that if the honourable gentle- Mr. \ 
aan had been fo long interrupted as not to have be^n able to <^i^cni 
' hare ibund any opportunity of faying what they had juft 
heard^ the Houfe would have fuftained no lofs. With re- 
^itft to thepradice of the Houfe in regard to eilimates of any 
kind laying upon the table, he (hoold ftill contend that it lay 
wholly in the difcretion of the Houfe to declare during what 
time papers fhould be there, prior to their being leferred tv) 
a Committee of Supply. As a proof that the hSt was fo, 
Mr.Grenville read one of the (landing orders, the purport 
of which was, *< that alleftimates for aids to he levied on th4 
fiibjeA ihould not be voted, prefently after they were intro* 
diieed and laid on the table, but that the Houfe iliouIJ order 
them to be confidered and voted on another day." This ftand- 
jQg order, Mr. Grenville faid, was a clear written rule of 
jiroceeding, on which the Houfe might rely with fafety, which 
at was impof&ble for them to do, on any aflumed practice of 
th6 Houie, however confidently averted. 

The refolutions were read a fecond time, and the queftion 
pqt upon each feparately. They were all agreed to, and tlie 
Secretary ZX War ordered to bring in a bill grounded upon 
them. 

The Surveyor General of the Ordnance (Mr, Luttrell) 
bn&ught up the ordnance eftimates, which were ordered to be 
printed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer next brought up the efti- ivrr r 
mate of the expence of erefting fortification jj for the protec- cellar 
ti'on and fecority of the dock-yards, which was like wife or- 
dered to be printed. On this occafion, he obferved that he 
" confidered it as requifite to give notice to the Houfe of fach 
circumfiances, relating to the paper which he had laid upon 
the table, as would affifl them more clearly to comprehend , 
snd be prepared for the queftion which would ar'vfe \i^otv vt 
#0 Monday fe^jiaight; at the fame time; \^ov«?tNeT^ \v^ WxJAw 
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prefided in It would, therefore, pleafe to. declare lu^opinioa 
on the fubjei^, and his decifion fhould determine hit voce. 
The Houfe cried out *^ Chair, Chair /^ upon which tho 

: Speak' Speaker rofe, and obfetved that he trufted it would prove fiif- 
ficient to repeat what he had faid en the fubje6l 9 finr days 
ago, wheii the Secretary at War gave notice that he would 
nK>ve that the army eftimates ihould on the prefent day be 
referred to the Committ^ of fupply.-— On that occafiou, ho 
had thought it His duty to ftate, that it was the pradlice of 
the Houfe to let the army eftimates lie eight ^ys upon, the 
table, before they fuffered them to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Supply. He found, on that occafion (when he de^ 
livered his opinion), that the fenfe of the Houfe feemed npt 
to be in favour of that practice; upon which he obferved that 
the Houfe was certainly at liberty to change the order of ita 
proceedings ; but that he thought it his duty to ftate the prac- 
tice, leaving it to the Houfe to determine, whether it Aiould 
be ftill followed. 

Putt- Mr. Dundas having fignified his veneration for the Chair^ 
added, that in diilenting from it at prefent, he was counte- 
nanced by thofe who were ultimately to decide in fuch a 
point — the Houfe at large. The honourable gentleman 
xyho had fpoken immediately before the opinion was given 
from the Chair, had not ufed^iy new arguments, but merely 
repeated, in coarfe and clumfy language, the preceding ar* 
guments of others. He had alfo indulged himfelf in licenti* 
oufly attacking his right honourable friend, (the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) endeavouring to reprefent him as an enemy 
to the militia; but fhould his right honourable friend think 
proper to make any reply to what had been urged againft 
him on that head, ha muft have a much higher opinion of 
the arguments of that honourable gentleman than dther he 
or (he believed) the Houfe could pofiibly entertain* The 
honourable gentleman thought proper to oDferve, that his two 
right honourable friends (Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Grenville,) ap- 
peared cpnftantly to agree with the Public upon all thofe 
principles, which were regarded facred by the country; but 
that by riding off upon a diftin£lion, they never failed to find 
a* pretence for defeating the wifb^s of the People, and avoid- 
ing an agreement in the conclufion vfhich might be deduced 
from the principles. But this was not the cafe; and it wa» 
only by mifreprefentation that any colour coHld be given 
for fucit an aiTertion: for in no part of what the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had faid, could there be found the leaft 
reafon for concluding that he was an enemy to the militia. 
Indeed the very reverfe -appeared ; and all that could be 
laid a^ainft him on that head was, that he remained as yet 
ui>preparcd to give a$ dtc'kM ^ ^^jkvVQlk ujom oi2b&ie%iLX\c:^'' 

^a^^ 
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Jar point as other gentkmen were who had made it the fnb^ 
jcSt of their ftudy for many months pad. Mr. Dundas fald» 
that 'he maft now beg leave to take notice of a fophil'm, 
vfed hy a right honourable gentleman, (Mr. F ox) who oh* 
ferved, that he could not believe that his right honourable 
friend -had not yet formed a decided opinion relative to the 
calling out the militia annually, and for this reafon, that, at 
a Minifiery be muft long fince ]iave determined what was to 
be the phun of national defence for the prefent year; and 
hence he inferred, that however tlie Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer might wifh to deny it, he had actually made up 
his mind on the queftion of calling out the militia, though 
he would not venture to ftate his opinion to the Houie. 
He agreed with the right honourable gentleman in his pre- 
miles; that his right honourable friend, as a Minifler, mufl 
have made up his mind reipeAing the national defence for 
the prefent year; but it by no means followed from this, 
that be had formed a decided opinion on the propriety of 
caUiDg out the militia annually ; for certainly, a very great 
diflfeience exifted between the general plan of defence, and a 
pacticuhr regulation, becaufe the calling out of the militia 
was no more than a regulation of a part of the exilling de- 
face of Che country. On this occafxon he muft remark, 
that the very right honourable gentleman, who was fore- 
moft m attacking his right honourable friend, for not having 
already made up his mind upon that point, did not, even at 
the prefent moment, pofl*efs a decided opinion on the fub- 
jeAr*— and he was not an ordinary man-*^for although out of 
office, he had been twice a Miniftar — He fhould, ther&- 
fonn^ beg leave to aik him, not as a Minifter, (and heaven 
-forbid that he were at this moment !) but as a gentleman who 
had been a Minifler, why he did not make up his mind on 
the fttbjed at either of the two periods when he had a (hare 
in the direAion of His Majefty's Counfels, as during neither 
lie had called out the militia* As to the point of order, and 
With refpe^l to himfelf, it was a matter of indifference 
whether the army was voted on the prefent day, or on the 
cnfoing Friday; but he was very much furprifed indeed, 
that gentlemen fhould aflume what they were not able to 
prove; and bis furprife was heightened, when he faw theni^ 
perfevere in defending a pofition, in defiance of evidence. 
They had been pleafed to affert, that it was the invariable 
pradlipe of the Houfe not to vote the army eftim^tes, until 
they had lain upon the table eight days ; but, unfortunately 
for them, an honourable gentleman (Mr. Rofe), who had 
pot been in the Houfe when the debate began, but whq 
beariDkg upon what it ran, opened the JournaU, zxA t\\^ vev^ 
ifiri? jwS^e which c»tched his eve, affbtrdcCi t\»i uwi& c^^m^NftXa 



5 PARLIAMENTARY A. 178^. 

refutation of their doftrine, it appearing that in the yeaf 
1774, the eftimates of the army had been voted in fotir days 
after they had beert laid upon the table. He made no doubt 
but that the Journals contained hundreds of fimilar : prece^ 
dents to beat down the doftrine fo confidently ailbmeid 
by, the gentlemen on the other fi3e of the Houfe. It was 
rather fingular that his noble friend in the blue ribband, 
Ihould have forgotten, the cafe which had been quoted from 
the Journals, as it happened during his own Adminiftration. In 
order to overturn the confequence that was fairly deducible 
from it," his noble friend ought to fhe w that the cafe hiippened 
ikither during a war, or'upon Tome preffihg emergency, that 
wotld warrant a departure from a general rule : but this he 
could not do; for, jn the firft place the matter had happened in 
time of peace, and in the next, the military eftablidiment voted 
at that period was a peace eftablifliment. This p^recedentj 
therefore, not having been foUndesd on any extraordinary bc- 
irurt'ence or event, was not" to be deemed a departure from 
the rule, as fome had afferted; and by being an exception 
to it, it was a proof of the exiftence of the rufe. The natural 
and unanfwerable conclufion was that it merited admiffion, ai 
a proof that fuch pradlices were never in exiftence. 
V Fox. Mr. Fox faid, that he muft now yield to the neceffity 
of rifing in his own defence, becaufe the right honourable 
^nd learned gentleman had applied to him to knowj why he, 
when in office, had not tnadeup his mind^ or called out the 
militia. This queftidn was put to him as a nian, ^nd not 
as a Minifter; and though the right honourable and learned 
gentleman had exclaimed, heaven forbid that he (Mr. Fox) 
Siould be la Minifter, h6 made" little doubt but that, were he 
one, he might have many ijueftions ' and much btrfinefs to 
do with him, if he pleafed. His arifwer to the queftibn was 
ihort; he had been twice a Minifter, it was true; but the 
firft time was a period of war, and confequently nothing 
could be drawn from his conduft at that time, applicable to 
a queftiori about calling out the militia iri time of peace; the 
fecond time he was in office, he remained there about niri^ 
months only, fo that he had not had timd to fliew what hisr 
plan 'refpe€ting the militia imight have teen; but; had he re-' 
mained three months longer in office, poffibly he might have 
thought it' proper to call -out th^ militia; and as it might 
have been &on6 within the year, there was ho ground for 
faying to a certainty that he would not have done it hkd he 
continued during a year iri office. ' But thus much was cer- 
tain, that he would have depended greatly Upon the opinion 
bf profeffiohal nien, in the fovtnmg a de.cided opinion on that 
head; nor would behave been fb inops conjzlii^ as not to have 
heen able to £nd men of proper talttiU to ^Axvfe ^vOev\ ^tv\ 
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after having taken their counfels, he would foon have he^ 
come emJK>wered to makeup his mind; but the right honoii- 
table gentleman had already received the heft advice from 
feme of the ableft militia officers, and the heft difpofed to- 
wards this country; and yet he faid he had not yet made up 
his mind on the lubjed. When the American war became 
i^ain the threadbare fubjeft, he was really furprifed that 
gentlemen on the other fide of the ^oufe fliould be fo 
hnprtideni: as not to fufFer that bufincfs to fleep; for if any 
one of them touched upon it, and ventured to condemn that 
war, he was fure to find at his elbow another ready to de- 
fend it. The enemies of that war would find in council, at 
dint^r, at all the Public Boards, among their friends and 
afiSiciates, perfons who would fland forward ft renuoufly to 
defend the juftice of that war; and, among others, a right 
honourable gentleman (Mr, Jenkinfon) high in the confi- 
dence, of the Minifter, who was ftill a member of that 
Houfe, but who, if reports could be depended upon, would 
ihortly leave it, in order to grace another aflemhiy. It had 
formerly been the praftice of the other fide of the Houfc • 
ilot to let any opportunity flip to attack him (Mr, Fox) 
upon a meafure (his Eaft-India bill) as much condemned as 
tM Ainerican war; but he perceived, that of late, that bill 
bad the good fortune to pafs unnoticed; probably on account 
^f'the amazing' fuccefs which accompanied the other bill of 
the right honourable gentleman, which was to have removed 
ill the objedions that were urged againft his profcribed bill. 
He vA>ndered that the gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houfedid not a6t as wifely with refpe£t to the Americaa 
Vai^ arid confign it to oblivion, equally with a bill which 
was once as much an objeft of cenfure as the American 
\rir. * Prudence fhould have taught them to do the one, as 
well as the other. He had ojily one more obfervation to 
make, and that was, that the learned gentleman could have 
had^no cbjeSion whatever to poftpone the corifideration of 
the eftimafes to Friday next, as he had faid he was perfeftly 
indifierent on the fubjeft, until he had feen by whom the 
point of order was fupported; and then he oppofed the order; 
not becanfe he thought it bad, or difliked it, but becaufe he 
difliked thofe who argufed for it. For fuch a proceeding the 
Houfe would, doubtlefs, not refufe the learned and right 
honourable gentleman his proper ftiare of credit. 
• Mr. Courtenay begged leave to remind the right honou- Mr. Com- 
lable and learned gentleman that when he (Mr. Courtenay) 'cnay, 
repeated, in coarfe and clumfy language, the arguments of 
Others who had preceded him, he meant fo to tranflate them 
that the learned and right l)onourablq gentlemau m\^\. ?^w^ 
ihcm iatelUgibk nad congenial with his m^uuei^^ 
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Mr^Drake* ^r« Drake, junior, wondered that thofe honourable gen* 
tlemen who, not long before, fignified their iiiSbtisfn&oa 
at difcovering that the public buiinefs was not Tafficieatly 
expedited, were n.ow the foremoft to retard its progrefs; and 
that thofe who pretended to be the greateft oeconOmifts o£ . 
time, were fo injudicious, or inconfiftent, as to Ihew them*' 
felves the greateft fpendthrifts of it, if the expreffion was 
allowable. 

At length the gallery was cleared of ftrangers, but the 
queflion was given up without la divifion, and the Hoitfe 
refolved itfelf into a Committee, when the following refolu- 
tions were moved and voted: 

Firft, *< that it is the opinion of this Committee, that a 
<< fum of money not exceeding 647^005 L os. 8 d. be granted 
*^ to His Majefty for maintaining guards and garrifons.** 

Second, << 234,160!. 5s. iid. for maintaining thelbrcei 
** in the plantations and Gibraltar.** 

Third, *^ 6,358 1. 3s. od. for the diflference between the 
^^ charge of the Britiih and Iriih eftablifhment of ilx it|;i* 
" ments of foot." • 

Fourth, *< 6,409 1. 8 s. for the pay of general and ftaff 
** officers in Great Britain." , 

Fifth, " 24,3781. 7 s. 8d. i-half, for defraying tbe*ex« 
** pence of full pay to reduced or fupernumeraiTy officers,* 

Sixth, ^< 81,2301. 8 s. 7d. lofpurth, for the pay neceflary 
*' to be advanced for the troops in India*" 

Seventh, " 59,320!, 13 s. 5d. to the Paymafter Geaenl 
*^ and Secretary at War, &c. &c. for Exchequer fees aii4 
** poundage to be retutned to the infantry.** 

Eighth, '^ 11,4091. 7 s. 6d. for penfions to widows of 
*^ commiffioned officers." 

Thefe refoIu|ions were ordered to be reported oa the on* 
fuing Friday. 

Tlie Houfe being refumed, 

Mr. Dun- Mr. Dundas gave notice, that in obedience to an aA Off 

^^ Parliament, that the Houfe £hould in thirty days after its 

meeting proceed to ballot for the members who wers XA 

compofe the court of judicature for the trial of Eaft-India 

delinquents, he would on Tuefday next propofe a ballot on 

that fubje(^; and therefore, did he wifh that gentleDion 

would turn the matter in their minds, and come prepanod to 

give in the names of fuch perfons as they (faould think beft 

qualified to be judges in that Court. Being informed that 

Tuefday was fixed for a ballot for an clewion conmiittee^ 

Mr. Dund^^s then named Wednefday. 

Mr. Shcri- Mr. Sheridan defired to know what meafure the learned 

^^* m4 right honourable gentleman would purfuei if two hun^ 
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istA members^ the numbo' prelcribed by law, fliould not 
kaypcn to attend. 

NIr. Dmndas veplied, that the firft time he fhould fee two ^^r- D«i< 
hundred members id the Houfe, he would abruptly move 
far at badiot, at the moment ; but he ftiil hoped that the ma- 
]ori^ of the Houfe would attend voluntarily to carry into 
cAA a fidntary regulation in a falutary law. 

Mr. Sbtridmn conceived that Government, knowing the Mr. shcri* 
ioeficacy of the India bill and judicature^ wifhed to get rid '^^^- 
of the lattery by giving notice of a ballot, in the hope that a 
notice for attendance would prevent attendance. For his part 
he thought, that if none fhould attend but thofe who regarded 
the r^ulation and the law as falutary, there would never 
be two hnndrod members prefent to ballot for thfit trihunal. 
He therefore fuppofed that the learned and .right honourahle 
gentleman would propofe fome coercive meafure, either by 
a ihor;^ bill, or a call of the Houfe at a fhort notice, to pro- 
cue X fufficient attendance. At all events the fenfe of the 
Hbofis ought foon to be taken on that fubjeft, as petitions 
were on their way from India, praying a repeal of the aft, 
as fiu* as it related to the judicature ; and if a queftion were 
not feon propofed upon that point by the learned and right 
hoooarable gentleman, he himfelf would bring on one very 
ibiMtly. 
Mr. CbanalUr Pitt remarked, that as the honourable mem- Mr. Ch«n. 

[W who fpoke laft, wilhed ardently to defeat the eleftion cdbr Piu. 
of members to compofe that judicature, he hoped he would 
attend^ with all his friends, in order to defeat it, which 
,, mnft. neceflarily be the cafe if the majority of the Houfe 
was againft it, and did not think it a falutary regulation. 

Mr. Courten^ exprefled his concern at ha vino; caufe to Mr. Cour« 
think Minifters were in eameft when they talked of the ballot, '^^T* 
fxx he really conceived a hope that the learned and right 
hoaourable gentlemen had given notice of it, in order that 
he might deter members from attending, that thus a regu- 
lation which all thought abfurd, might fall to the ground of 
^, itfidf;. and that he might thus avoid the mortificatioa of 
being obliged to repeat what he and his right honourable 
frjiad at the head of His Majefty's counfels, had fo often 
jdecUred to be a falutary and an eflential part of their plan 
lor governing India, but upon which point they had fmce 
had teafon to alter their opinion. 
The Houfe now adjourned to 

Friday y lOth February » 

Mr. Gilbert having brought up the report from the Com- 
tnittteof Supply, of the vote of the army ;. \t vi2l^ \^^i. \\\^ 
£di tifnc, ^, a motion being made for its fccoiv^L it^«i\v\^i 
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Mr. Steele, . Mr. Steele^ obferving that he believed no perfon would con** 
fider he was hoftile to the motion, added that his only reafoqf 
. for rifmg was to.refcue his right honourable friend (Mr. 
Pitt) from the imputation thrown out upon him on .the 
preceding Wednefday^ that he defpifed and trampled upon 
the orders and forms of th6 Houfe, in propofihgto have the 
army voted before the eftimate had lain a week upon the 
table. A noble Lord (North) whbfe opinipn always carried 
with it great weight, had faid that the. week ihould be taken 
cxclufive of the day on which the" eftimate was produced^ 
But having fince looked into the Journals, he found, that the 
precedent quoted on Wednefday laft by an honourable friend,' 
(Mr. Rofe) was not the only one which might have beert 
produced; it was liot, what it had beien called, <^ a finglfr 
fwallow;** for he could follow it up with a whole flight of. 
fwallows, and Ihew that, during a period of twenty years, 
there were four or five precedents where the army had been 
voted precifely within the fame diftance of time after the pre- 
fenting of the eftimate which had elapfed this year; aiidyJ- 
vcn^ where it had been voted within a much ftiorter. diftance^ 
as he had committed thefe precedents ^to writing, he ihould 
beg leave to read them 5 , and, then, it would appear diat — ^ 

Mr, Sbcri- Mr. Sheridan declared^ that hemuft take the liberty immc-! 

^*°* diately to interrupt the honourable member, becaufe he had^ 

violated order in fpeaking from the queftion, which was, for 
the fecond reading of the report ; and in alluding to a formei* 
debate. His precedents would have been yery proper on 
Wednefday, had he been apprized on that day of th^ir qx-r 
^ iftence : they would have been properly urged on that day 
to prove, tliat there was .no deviation from the pradtice ,of 
the Houfe : but, furely they came too late now, to prove 
that the right honourable gentleman afted right on Wednef-: 
day laft, when, in defiance of the opinion of the Chair, and 
lyhen he did not know that thefe precedents had ever cx- 
ifted, he moved to hav6 the army eftimate 'voted. Tbegenr 
tlemen onthe other fide, be fuppofed, had. enjoyed the good 
fortune to be afiifted fince Wednefday by an induftrious 
fearcher (Mr. J£den) of the Journals^ whom he had.feeh 
on th^ firft day of the fefllon in a new place in that Houfe; 
but whom be had not feen fince, who divided his pfinciples 
»nd affbiS: ion between both fides, giving his fuppdrt toihi 
one, and his good wiflies to the other. The precedents ^bw* 
ever availed but little ; for, it had not been denied, but that 
occafions might occur, which would warrant a departure from 
the general praftice, but then it was urged that the reafon of 
• fuch departure ought to be ftated and made appear, which'no 
o/je /lad attempted on Wednefda.^ V2ift» Thetv it was that mimr 
hers ofbjs honourable friends, as cotvXxoN^Tt^X^SL%v^%^^s^'5^ -i 
plc^ihre of iinding themfel\es>3LU^xx\ie tto\x^^^5OTv?^'ax^^^^ 
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chair, in feeble oppofkion to which but one folitarj precedent 
liad arifen, 

Mr. Steele anfwered, that he did not mean, either on Mr. Steele. 

.'Wednefday laft, or at prefent, to juflify a departure from a 

'^ffadice or order of the Houfe, but to maintain that no fuch 

praAice or order exifted. He then read the dates and years 

of the diflerent precedents, and referred (o the Journals for 

. the authenticity. 

The Speaker begged leave to remind the Houfe of the faSs Th? 
^s they have occurred ; he then recapitulated what he had ^P*^^^* 
£ud when it was firft moved to refer the eilimates to the 
Committee on Wednefday, and obferved that it relied with 
the Houfe at the time to decide whether Wednefday was 
too early a day, and that tlie Houfe h^d determined m the 

X he Secretary at PFarieCirei permiffion, as a member of fome Secretary at 
ftanding, to give his opinion as to the practice, or rather the^^^' 

. principle of the pradlice, of tlie Houle in refpeft to the time 
of having the eftimates upon their table for fome days pre- 

■ vious to their voting them, and that undoubtedly was to 
prevent furprife. In the cafe in quellion, the Speaker had 
reminded the Houfe of their right, and they had exercifed it 
in sffireeing to Wednefday when propofed; if in fo determining 
(he Houfe had done wrong, the Secertary atWjir faid, it 
would have been the Speaker's duty on any one of the in- 
tervening days between the nomination of the day of re- 
fiamice and the day. itfelf, to have again ilated, that the 
• Houfe had viola^ted their pradlice, and have defired that a day 
fobfequent to Wednefday might be chofcnj this he had not 
donei and therefore it confirmed him in his opinion, that the 
whole lay in the difcretion of the Houfe, 

,Mr. Courtenay remarked, that he could not avoid exprefling Mr.Courte* 
his aftonifliment that the ingenuity of an honourable gentle- ***y' 
vaxk (Mr. Steele) did not fuggeft to him, that the ftrlng of 
precedents he had fo exultingly produced that day from the 
Journals, did not militate againft his own argument; as it 
was evident that the honourable gentleman and his friends 
Were ignorant laft Wednefday that any fuch precedents ex- 
ifted, when they had aSually innovated on the eftabliftied 
practice of the Houfe, and flighted the authority of the 
Chair; Yet now, the honourable gentleman attempted to 
juiftify their former conduft. They reiled the defence of 
. their proceedings on Wednefday laft, on precedents which 
they had difcovered after infinite refearch upon the Friday 
following. This was entirely a new fpecies of roinifterial lo- 

Jjic or fagacity. However, he would not prefs this point 
arther, left he ibould repeat, in coarfe ox cImttiJ^ X^a^xx^.v x'?^^^ 
^e^atguments of his honourable friend (Mt* ^Wv.v ^ 
Vol.. XIX M 



4- PARLIAMENTARY A* i)86» 

.j!Ti<! again incur the invidious farcafm of a rig6t honour 
rable gentleman, (Mr. Dundas) who was perhaps jiiftly 
jealous of his attempting to imitate his ftyle, and of trans- 
ferring to himfclf that chara<Steriftic of it,, by which the 
right honourable gentleman was fo fmgularly diftinguiflie4* 
He was aware, if he fucceeded, how much the rig^t hofk>«t« 
rable gentleman's reputation might be diminifhe$ — ana hw 
intereft hurt in any future political arrangement that might 
eventually take place between him and the noble Lord in the 
blue ribband, or another right honourable gentleman, (Mr. 
Fox.) However, he would candidly confefs, that the 
learned gentleman had fufEcient reafon to be alarnied^ and 
had great authority to apologize for the impatience and ap- 
prehenfion which he exprelled at 'the attempt. He was in a 
fimilar predicament with the celebrated irritable critic, Eten- 
nis, who (like the learned gentleman) had invented a now 
fpecies of play-houfe thunder ; and appeared fo jealotis of 
his exclullve property, that one night hearing a coar/tj elumff 
grumbling in the theatric fky, he exclaimed in a irage. ** orf 
*♦ Heavens that's my thunder!" The gentleman's fagacity 
would make the application. 
Mr. D^nr Mr, Dundas replied, that it could not be cxpeflcd that he 
***• was'ready with a cut qind dry anfwer; but when it was th« 

intention of that hotiourable gentleman to fhidy a piece of 
wit at his ex pence, he begged he would be fo good as to wtn 
him notice of it, that he might make preparation of a piecif 
of wit iikewtfe. Mr^ Courtenay was on the point of anfweT'- 
ing, when 
*lr. '^Vil- Mr. ^ilbcrfBrce esfprefled hi? wifhes that the ffouf^ WGQ\t 
bfrforcf, confider thetpfelves as aflemhled for more ferions purpofef 
than to crack jokes. ' r 

Mr. Courlenay, rifing a third tioie, was imoaediateJy called 
to order by 
Mr.w.w. The right honourable fV. W. GrtnvitkT, who obferved^ 
Iff^QyiJic, fhajt riic honourable genttenuui could not poffiMy rife to 
explain, as the right honourable^ gentleman who had fyoke 
before hini (Mr» Lhmdae) had not taken any nctijce what* 
•vor of any part of \k% fpeech ; Mr* Grenville -Hien pro^ 
ceeded to reafon on the exceptions which had been produced, 
a*id dommended his bonoiarable friend, for having in fo pro- 
per a manner refcued bis right honourable friend from th« 
imputation that had been endeavoured to be part on* him by 
the other fide of the Houfe. Mr". Grenville iaid that it was 
now clear that the praftice which had been afTumefTby thbfe 
gentlemen, and afferted by them with fo nmch con^ence t^ 
have been the uniform, invariable praftice of the Hbpfc, ii^ 
/a(5^ ne\ex had been the pradice of the Houfe, hut that tba 
fipl^fe Ji^fi ^t 4I) time^ ^n4 oui^ i>cca!EiQCk%^ tisAic^^ ^^»im 
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mwA' difcntiod, as they had done in the late inftance of th«l 
atoiT cftimatei • 

. Mn IWr dochriag that bij alfo, rofe to order, added Mr.Vyaer. 
that the laft honourable gentleman could not be confidered aft 
defittidingit fince he had interrupted another honourable gen- 
tlaaan who- had a right to be heard firft. 

The Spnker oblerved that he regarded the honourable gen- l*he 
deman alluded to, as having wavied his right of priority. Speaker. 

Mr* C§wruwtf declared that he had not, but all he meant Mr.Courto 
tythave faid, was, that his piece of wit fhould liereafter lie °*7' 
eight days on the table, to give the right honourable gentle- 
yfikuk ti.n0 enough to make a preparation of wit in reply, and 
then the Houte would be able to judge whether the reply 
wag wit or no. 

Mr. /iPI GriHi/llle anfwered that if the honourable gentle- Mr. w. 
aan had been fo long interrupted as not to have ht6n able to GrenviU«i[ 
bare found any opportunity of faying what they had juft 
heard^ the Houfe would have fuftained no lofs. With re- 
^6ft to thepradice of the Houfe in regard to eflimates of any 
kind laying upon the table, he (hould ftill contend that it lay 
wholly in the difcretion of the Hoiife to declare during what 
time papers Should be there, prior to their being leferred t(> 
a Committee of Supply. As a proof that the fa6l was fo> 
Mr.Grenville read one of the (landing orders, the purport 
of which was, ** that alt eftimates for aids to be levied on thd 
SahjeSt ihould not be voted, prefently after they were intro- 
duced and laid on the table, but that the Houie iliouIJ order 
diem to be confidered and voted on another day." This ftand- 
iflg order, Mr, Grenville faid, was a clear written rule of 
j[ftroceeding) on which the Houfe might rely with fafety, which 
at was impoffible for them to do, on any aflumed practice of 
the Houie, however confidently aflerted. 

The refolutlons were read a fecond time, and the queftion 
pi|t upon each feparately. They were all agreed to, and tlie 
Secretary at War ordered to bring in a bill grounded upon 
them. 

The Surveyor General of the Ordnance (Mr, Luttrell) 
brought up the ordnance eftimates, which were ordered to be 
prlnttd. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer next brought up Ihe efti- Mr chan-i 
mate of the expence of erefting fortifications for tlie protec- cellar Pitu 
ti'on and fecority of the dock-yards, which was like wife or- 
dered to be printed. On this occafion, he obferved that he 
Confidered it as requifite to give notice to the Houfe of fach 
circumfiances, relating to the paper which he had laid qpon 
the table, as would affift them more clearly to comprehend . 
snd be prepared for the queftion which would arife \i^otv vt 
^a Monday fehaight ; at the fame time; \^QV«?tNeT^ \v^ Wx^^ 

M J4 ' ^^^ 
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for the prefent decline entering into any aigument whatfo- 
. ever concerning it. The year before laft the fum of 5c^o6bL 
hjjid been voted to the ordnance fervice for the purpofe of 
fortifications ; — ^that fum had been fuffered to lie dormant 
without applying it tp the purpofe for which it wa^ intended, 
and, confequently, during the courfe of thd preceding feiGoa 
when the ordnance eftimates were moved, intimation was 
given to that Houfe that that fum continuing in the hands 
of the Board of Ordnance rendered it unneceffary for any ap- 
,', plication to be then made to Parliament' for money to carry 
on the fortifications already begun, as they intended to apply 
the fum voted for this purpofe. Hereupon fome diffatisfac- 
tion arifipg in the minds of a part of the Houfe, from an idea 
that the plan of fortifications was ufelefs and objedtionable, 
he had, to prove how anxious he was on all occafions to do 

, his duty as guardian of the national purfe, undertaken to 

wave, for that time, any farther proceeding in the buiinefs, 
until a board of inquiry ftiould have been appointed, confift- 
ing of feveral officers of diftinguifhed charadler in both the 
naval and military fervices, and the whole plan fhould have 
been referred to. them for their opinion and advice. That 
accordingly fuch a board had been appointed, and his ma- 
jefty had commiffioned them to proceed in the moft efie£luaL 
manner, as well by acSlual furvey upon tlie fpot, as by all 
other modes of inveftigation to inform themfelves on the fub- 
je6l, and to make a report of their opinions concerning.it. 
This Board, he faid, confifted of officers whofe reputations, 
when their names were heard, would prove the fincerity 
of the intentions of government with regard to the- bufinefs. 
Several fpecific fubjedls'were propofed.to this bodrd for their 
inquiry, among which it was particularly referred to them, to 
afcertain, whether our dock yards at Plymouth and Portf- 
mouth could be thought fafe and defenfible, in the event of a 
w«"u-, by a naval force alone, by a military force alone, or by 
a naval and military force combined? — To this their anfwer 
was, that neither a naval nor a military force, nor even a union 
of both, were by any means a fufficient fecurity for the dock 
yards, independent of fortification.. They were farther di- 
refted to examine whether the plans of fortification propofed 
, by the Mafler General of the Ordnance, were fufficiently 

[^^ . talculated for the purpofe, and fuch as were ' eligible to be 
adopted. To this they had reported, that on the moft ma- 
ture deliberation and moft diligent inquiry, the plan alluded 
\o was thought perfeftly adequate to the defence intended, 
ini that it was the moft eligible of any other that could be 
fuggefled i not only as being ieaft expenfive in regard to erec- 
tion, but alfo as requiring a fmaller force to man than any 
ether that could be propofed* TVvt^ V\k&^vfe t^elved in- 
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^ JraiQions to report to His Majefty fuch farther matter as 
ml^ht occur independent of the particular points referred to 
jStisoif and they might think conducive to the public advan- 
tage within the whole department, — and they had confe- 
f liently given many ufeful hints of a mifcellaneous and gene- 
ral nature, which, he hoped, would turn out to confiderablc 
adyanta^. After their report had been completed, the plans 
which they recommended had been laid before the board of 
eogbeers, with direAions to eftimate the expence of carrying 
than into execution ; and this eftimate he had now brought 
up for the information of the members ; but they mud fee 
how imprudent it would be for him to lay before the public a 
matter, of fo ferious and delicate a nature as the report of the 
Baval and military officers, concerning fo important and fo 
ferioos a fubje£t as the defence of our dock yards. To pro- 
ceed in carrying into execution the fubjedt matter of the re- 
port of thefe officers, 50,0001. would for the prefent be necef- 
iary; but as that fum had already been voted for the fervice 
of the Ordnance, with a view to apply it in the manner now 
under confideration, there was no neceffity of recurring to 
Parliament for a fecond vote ; and the mode intended to be 
adopted was to move for 300,0001. the eflimates of the fer- 
Tioes of the current year, and if gentlemen thought proper to 
oppofe the carrying on of the fortifications, the method in 
which they could with the greateft propriety argue that quef- 
tion, would be by moving that 250,0001. only, inftead of 
500,oooL fhould be voted for the Ordnance, that thus the 
Eoard might become obliged to apply the 50,000). in hand to 
th» current fervice, and by that means the bufinefs of the for- 
ttficAtions muft of neceffity drop. He trufted, and muft beg 
leave to exprefs his earnefl wifhes that gentlemen would come 
down to the Houfe free from every prejudice on the prefent 
occaCon, without regarding it as a mere queftion of ordnance 
'fefvice, or fortification, but to meet it as what, in truth, it 
was, a naval queftion, the prefent meafure being intended to 
protedk the feeds of the vital fources of our navy at home, 
and to enable us in cafes of neceffity to go upon diftant fer- 
rices, without an apprehenfion of being crufhed at home by 
a fuccefsful attack of an enemy upon thofe dock yards, in 
which were depofited the ftamina of our future vigour and 
exiftence. Nor could he, atthis juriflure, deem himfelf juf- 
tified, were he to negleft cautioning the Houfe againft the 
danger of taking up the bufinefs as the fuggeftion of any one 
man, however great and refpeftable, or avoid declaring, that 
they were not to confider it as a mere afiertion of an indivl- 
dnaly or of a fingie minifter, but as a matter refling on the 
authority of a number of the ableftpnd moft experienced men 
iB'lbe two profeffions of arms; rendered ftlU mot^ com^^xt^x. 
3 Vi 
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to the Ufk by a long and ttioft minute inrefUgatioa and rcM 
fearch. 
Creneral Gentral Burgt^nt remsarkdd that the occafion of his rifing 
Bur^ojnc. ^^s, in fooie meafure, to avoid a debate in that Bage of t^ 
hufinefsy which was extremely delicate in its nature^ and in 
fome tfieafore, to take care^ left ]n confec[uenc0 of a repris** 
henfihle iilence, he fhoukl be confidered as. admitting the fag<k 
geftions of the right hononrable gentleman in their utnooft ex« 
tent) aa a corredk reprefentatiofi of the report of the board of 
naval and military officers appointed to infpeft the propoiisd 
plant of fortifying the dock yards. He hoped^ and trofledy 
, the miniftcr wouM lay before the tibufe fo nnich of tbe re- 

port as might be fubmitted to public perufal without violation 
of difcretion or danger to the ftate« In the report, tindoobt- 
edly there were parts which it would be extremely indifcreeC 
to make a matter of notoriety ; and thofe he neither wiibed 
nor expefled to fee. 
Mr. Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer anfwered that he had not 
ccUorPitt, ftated any thing lightly, but from a colledcd and- attentive 
confidcration ^ that it would appear that what^be had ikid 
upon the fubjeft was perfe<aiy true and candid j and that 
' however clofely and minutely he had already. examined tbe 

report, he would ftill farther fludy it before the day appointed 
for the debate. 
Mr. Shcri- ^^^' .Sheridan obferved that unlefs the Houfe were to be 
dan. Ihfewn fuch parts of fhe report of the Board of infpedioB a0 

called for their difcuffion, they were r xaflly in the fame fitna- 
tion in which they flood before that Board was appointM,.and 
inftead of having the whole of the queftion fully before them 
atf the right honourable gentlenuin had faid they would have 
it, viz, notoji the afiertion of an individual, oifa fingle mt« 
nifter, nor of any man in ofice, but on the authority of a 
board coniifling of naval and military officers of known eha^ 
faftef, experience and integrity, they would have nothing 
but the b.ire aflertion of the minifler, as a guidance for their 
judgement. For his own part be would not entertain a ^ubt 
but that the right honourable gentleman meant to be accocate 
in the ftatement which he had juft made, as a ftatement oi the 
outlines of the report in queftion, and that he had delivered 
what he himfeif conceived to be a correA Aatement of thoiir 
outlines ; but the Houfe had h^rd that ftatement cOntni« 
dialed by tlie honourable general behind him, who had hirn^ 
felf been a number of that board. In order therefore to ena^ 
ble the Houfe to judge fairly between the right honourable 
gentleman and the honourable general, thev ought to fee fudi 
^rts of the report at Icaft as might be fabmittcd to their penM 
fal with iafety to the ftate. 
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Mr. Dempfin' contended that, under the idea of a determU Mr. 
nation to ipj>ly the furplas of the revenue to a finking fund Danpftcr* 
for the diminption of the national debt, it muft naturally 
CeMow that to faterifice any part of it to a fpecalative oW]<t(X like 
the pveient» would prove exceffively improper. For his own 
p«t^ he pretended to know little about fortifications, but lin* 
kb tbey were found to be indifpenfably necefTary for the de- 
fines oi our dock yards, he hoped and traded that Parliament 
Imold AOt fquander away any of that money upon thern^ 
which might be laid out to fuch advantage as dimini(hingthe 
Aacbiuil debt, and of courfe reviving the public credit, which 
iMTdioaght preferable, even for the prefer vat ion of the navy 
itfclf, and the ftrongeft means of defence in cafe of a war, as 
k woul^ enable us to make fuch exertions as in our prefent 
oppfefled flate we muft defpair of doing. 

Mr. Pitt replied, that the fentiments of the honourable gen- Mr. Chinv 
deouKi were perfeflly coincident with his own, as far as they ^®^ '**^. 
toald Telate to the impropriety of the Houfeconfenting to the 
Ibrtifications, unlefs they appeared abfolutely indifpenfable, 
fafi he by no means thouglit that, on the prefent queftion, 
the Houfe (hould be governed in their determination by the 
(hmmmn of the furplus of the revenue, but folely by the ne- 
ttlBcy of the meaiure towards the defence of the navy. Let 
the fiirpltts prove ever fo great, it ouglit not to operate as a 
motive^ nor could it be any excufefor laying out any part of 
it Ml an ufelefs projefl, but though there were no furplus at 
IjB, if a naeafure appeared ncceffary for the fecurity of that 
|;feat bulwark of our glory and ftrength, the navy, the ex- 
pence of carrying it into execution, mould, on no account, 
Aand as' an obilacle, for, in thnt cafe, however difficult and 
AiArefing it might be, it would behove Parliament to provide 
the means.-— Our bein^ rich was no reafon why we fhould 
grow profufe and prodigal, nor though we were poor fhould 
we therefore abandon our neccffary ddfence. If we were rich, 
let lis increafe our riches ; and if we were poor, let us en- 
deavour to diminifli our poverty by every faving which did 
not militate againfl the real fafety of our dominions ; but let 
«t not, on any occafion, fnder ourfelves to be betrayed by 
profperity into extravagance, nor led by adverfity into dcf- 
poiidence t— yet, ill would it become us, whatfoeveroccafioa 
- might arife, to permit either profperity to feduce us into wan- 
ton extrav;igancies, or misfortune to plunge us in unavailing 
dsfpondence. 

Mr. /^iKT obferved, that it would have given him plea- Mr.Vyoef, 
fure to have difcovered a tolerably certain profped, that the 
eflimates of the ordnance for the current fcrvice of the year, 
would become voted regularly on Monday fe'nnight, and 
ti^e question rehtivc to me eflimatc of the {otiiAc;\X\otv% t^* 
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fcrved for a future and diftinft confideration. This woqld not 
retard the difpatch of the public bufinefs, but, on the con- 
trary,, give gentlemen an opportunity of properly ^and ma- 
turely deliberating upon a fubje£i: fo new even in idea, that, 
for one, he could not perfuade himfelf that he 0iould ever 
agree to it. The navy of England had hitherto been con-r 
ftantly regarded as a fufficient fecurity for our dockyards, 
and as they continued fafe for fuch a long courfe of years 
without fortifications, he muft look for the moft convincing 
proofs, of the abfolute neceffity for the meafure, before he 
ihould confent to vote any of the public money for= fuch a 
purppfe ; and, under this confideration^ he flattered himfelf 
that the right honourable gentleman would not deny the 
Houfe any part of the Report which merited examination, 
and the perufal of which was not forbidden by difcretion. 
Mr.Coutw . Mr. Courienay faid,,that he did not mean, at prefent to ar- 
^^^^' gue on the propriety or impropriety of the propofed fortifi- 
cation. He rofe, in the firfl place, to thank the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer for the very clear, explicit, accurate, and 
fatisfadlory detail which he had entered into, on the princi- 
pal thing on which a Board of naval and land officers, to ex- 
amine and report the plan propofed to the noble Duke at th^ 
l^ead of the Ordnance, had been eflablifhed. He fhould only 
obferve, that it appeared to him, that fuch a military judi-t 
catnre was inilituted for the exprefs purpofe of putting the 
nob^e Duke's office into commiffion, and to report their 
opinion on the judgement^ and the military or engineering 
capacity of the noble Duke, who hadfubmitted a pJan of 
defence for the proteftion of the dock yards to the reprefen- 
tatives of the people; but they, from a well- intended, but 
groundle(s fafpicion perhaps of the noble Duke's experience 
or abilities for fuch an extenfivoiplan (attended with an enom 
mous expence) required, add almofl compelled the Minifter, 
to acquiefce in their fentirnents, and to fufpend the execu- 
tion of the propofed works, till a Board of naval and land 
officers had made plaufible, at leafl, fuch a fyAem, by theic 
appfobation and authority. The Chancellor of the Excher 
quer feemingly fubmitted to the ilrong reafons, ftrong nuniT 
^ers, and forcible objedions, of numbers of men, refpedtaUe 
country gentlemen, who might always, if they exerted them- 
lelves, command the attention, and reftrain the excefles, of 
any Miniiler. However, when the commiffion was mad$ 
but, the public was furprifed that the noble Duke was ap:: 
pointed prefident of a tribunal, whofe duty it was, and who 
yjtxQ probably inftruSed, to invefligate the noble Duke'9 
fyftem of expence, and report to the King their opinions 
jroncerning both the pradicability of the plan, and th? 
judgenlent and capacity oi ihe ^ftoje^oi. 
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Mr. Courtenay.therefore faid he meant, if the C'lancellor of 
the Exchequer had no objefbion, to move for the CommiiBo* 
ncrs* inftrudtions, which were given to the noble Duke on his 
being appointed preiideht of that Board. At the fame time, 
Mr. Courtcnay farther obferved upon the difierence of opinion 
between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the honourable 
General, the firft having declared that no part whatever of 
the Report made by the military Board, could with any de- 
gree or fafety be laid before the public ; but the honourable 
General had, on the contrary, declared, that much ufeful 
information might be colIe£ljed by the Houfe from that Re« 
port, without the fmalleft rifque or hazard of divulging any 
thing that could endanger the public fafety. Mr, Courtenay 
expreffi^d the admiration in which he held the abilities of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; but, on this particular 
point, (being not only a military point, but a point with 
which he was particularly converfant, from having been an 
officer of that Board) Mr. Courtenay faid he could not help 
deciding in favour of the honourable General, againi^ the 
opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He, therefore, 
could not help wifhing, that fuch parts of the Report might 
be ieledied, under the check and control of the Minifters, as 
might be ufeful to the members of the Houfe, without being 
detrimental to the public; and he urged the necefHty of this, 
frpm the nature of the fubje£i on which the Houfe was 
called upon to form their judgement, the matter being out 
of the common courfe of parliamentary proceeding, and not 
only entitled them, but made it their duty, to call for every 
dmee of information refpe(Sing it. 

.Mr. Luitrell obferved, that he confidered the condu<S of Mr. Lut- 
t1)e honourable gentleman who fpoke laft as reprehenfible,^^^^^- 
becaufe it bore the appearance of an attempt to miflead the 
Houfe, by an infinuation that fome of the queOions at the 
Bosird of OflScers were carried by a majority of one fingle 
ypicc, and that the Prefident's. For his part, he had been 
hjmfelf a member of that Board, and hr would venture to 
flake his own knowledge againll the fpeculation of the ho- 
nourable gentleman — ^he could faf^ly affirm that there was 
not a fingle queftion carried by a fmalier majority than that 
of twenty to three. 

. Mr. Hold/worth remzxktA, that, having, during the courfe Mr. HoWf, 
of the preceding feffion, given his voice againft uifFering the^<>'^' 
fortifications to proceed, without obtaining fome farther proof 
of their being necefiary befides the mere claim of the money 
by the Board of Ordnance, he muft now hold himfelf per- 
f^ly at liberty to aft as might appear to him beft, after the 
Houfe ihould have become apprifed of the op\i\\oT\ o^ \^ 
Boaiti of Naval and Military Officers upon xVi^ {uVa^Ol, ^'^^ 
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thf^ matter have fallen undec their immediate; regvtar, s^nd 
deliberate invefligation. 
Mr. Cour- ,Mr. Courtenay faidv that he by ncvmeand iatendM to aflert 
'^^y* as a fd&, t^at ^my queftioa had been carried di the Boards bf 
thp cafting. voice of the Prefideni; hebadonty ftippofisd fiictl 
a ia£t to ftcengtb^n bis argument^ which was^ that the Hbufe 
could by no me^nis jiidge^ purely from the Report, of the^JYi(^ 
tlce and propriety oi ijt, unlefsit was alfo accompanied) with' 
x\\e^ minute, th»t (b they might fte the ground' on^ which the 
Report had been made; but at prefeot, deprived ae'the]jr were 
of.thofe minutes, tbey mighty for all that appeared to them, 
be df^eranining oo a point which at the-Boar4 had* been car- 
ried; by a; majority of one only. Mr. Court'etiay repeated^ 
that icxfas his^ intention to move for a copy of tho Gom* 
miiHonand initruSsons* 
The Ch n- The Chancellor of the E^cbe^tr obferved, that iP the ho** 
celiorof the nQUfable gentleman perfifted in his defign, the proper' method' 
Exchequer, ^^^y \^ for him to movo for an addreft to Hi^iyftijefty to lay 
bofqre tbe Houfe the papers of which he appeared* defirous-; 
and thus the fenfe of, the Hbufe would' be known as- to the 
propriety of making puWic a-matter of fo delkafo'a nature.^ 
Mr. Cojr- IVIr. CoHrtenay moved for the Commiffion appointing^ the* 
tcnay* Mailer General of; the;. Ordnance Prefidfent of the Board of 

Inquiry. 
ThcChan- The C%flwW/or oftht £;^tfA^^r wiflied^to be-infortnfed bow* 
«1 or of the the. honourable gentkman had he^n inducedi^ to chahge^ hi$ 
cijucr. mj^j^ jjjjj^ contrary to the notice which he had juft-'given^ 
of making a* motiop oa^T^huifday next> to^makeic on that' 
day. This was an inconfiftency to which the honourable^ 
gentleman had proceeded, he fuppofed^ on very good groundst. 
' and by very^ found advice^ yet' candour foemcd to* call upon 

him for an explanation of his reafons* 
Mr. Cour- Mr, Cowricfiay laid, that furely there could^ be no fort* of' 
*"**y- objedion to producxog the commiffion by which the Mkfier^ 
General of the Ordnance had been anointed Pt-efident of a' 
Board, wliichhe^again defcribed as one inftkuted'as- a' con* 
tcol upon himfdf; 
Mr. Sheri- Mr.Sberi^kM. contended; that no danger whttevtef could 
dan. poffibLy. arife from, the circum|tence of laying;; thedinft ruc- 

tions and commiiQion before the Houfe, butadmitted^tfa^ in* 
con veniencief ni^t ibllo w^ tbe^pubiicatton of thet eport of^tbe 
ofifetjersw 
The Chan- The ChamiUor <if the Emchcquer-eHpfdStiL Ws fiSrpwfeat'the* 
r^®*^°^cr^ change which appeared to him to- have- taken- places in the' 
iLxc^e^ucr. ^^^^^ ^f ^^ howouKible -gwrtfermeo ; they had'-appeflr«d-grie»^ 
voufly offended but two days ago to fitid^ the army eftknatet; 
taken into coi^deration beforei the na^y, and-ye^now'-theyf 
vfsre (kfifous of '€;ntenng*imo ;i^\o^' ^^W^e^tt xVi^otdaattce^ 
sutdifbni&oaiXioQSi i a much \ft£s favoutvXft fciV^tSf^^Stoo^ Vj 
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6 doing, they were poftponing that fervice which, on all 
lOcaGons, they Teemed to have at heart; and which was no 
ds than the fervice of the navy appointed for difcuffion up- 
» that day:-*- to prevent, therefore, an abufe of time in 
I Jo^g and ufelefs conveifation, he ifaoald move the order of 
:bcday« 

Mf. Caurtenay made his motion, but the ordet of the day Mr. Cour- 
nU OMTied. tmay. 

Monday f 13th February* 

Mr. JftAinftm rave notice, that on the enfuing Friday Mr. je«- 
be lliould move for leave to revive a Bill to r^ulate the kinfon. 
inceroourfe between the States of America and the Britifh 
dcfminiont. 

Mn JirrAr faid, that he hod conceived the defign of giving Mr.Borkc. 
BDtice cf a motion for that day, which related to a fubjetS 
of the higheft cenfequence that couid pofiibly fall under the 
examination of the Parliament. It was for the produAioii 
•f .certain papers which he thought neceflary to fubilantiate 
a ^avige which he had long intended to bring forward, and, 
indeed, which the Houfe had long eitpeded, and which the 
party againll whom it was to be made, or, at leaft, a perfon 
neatly connefted with him, had called on him to haften. 
He lfK)kod upon the bufinefs as the gretteft and moil im- 
poftant criminal profecution that ever had engaged the atten- 
tMi of any human tribunal* The Houfe was prepared to 
feceive it; the party was prepared to meet it, and he was 
pMparad to introduce it ; — he tlierefore wi(hed to make no 
driay, and was forry that the right honourable gentleman 
bad occupied the next open day, becaufe that might prove 
the means of poilponing his motion, if a debate fhould arife 
en the bill to be moved for on Friday, according to the 
notice juft given. 

Mr. Jenkinfim apprehended that there could \yt no debate Mr. Jcn- 
of any length on his motion ; and it was agreed that Mr. kmfo.i. 
BMtkc's motion fhould be expeAed on Friday next ; or if a 
debate Ihould arife on the Intercourfe Bill, that then it Ihould 
be itnderftood as to come on the next fubfequent open day. 

The ChaaeMior of the Exchequer obfervcd, that as the The Chan- 
tight honourable gentleman had given notice of his motion in celiorofth 
ib fpleiiin a manner, as a prelude to a charge of the higheft ^»c*^«S"««^ 
criminality that ever occupied the attention of a human judi- 
^atare, he thought it would be more confiflent with its im- 
ikHtance, if he were to mention particularly what papers he 
jnfended to move for, becaufe btherwife his notice would 

ra ioefieftual towards preparing gentlemen for the debate. 
arged thia to the right honourable gentlemnn on the 
Ufaamb of cfaat.faimeff, candour and imparlxaVii'}, V^") ^\\\ecv 
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every thing relating to a judicial proccfs ought to be diftin- 
guifhed. 
r. Burke. Mr. Burke replied, that he did not mean to bring forward 
any criminal charge on Friday, hut only to move for prelim 
miliary papers neceffary to ground that charge upon, the na- 
ture of which the Houfe fhould be informal of on the cn- 
fuing Friday. 
[ajor Major Scott obferved, that the right honourable gentlemaA 

»tt. had undoubtedly pledged him felf to proceed againft Mr. 
Haftings three years ago ; he had repeated the pledge during 
, . the courfeof the two following feffions, and particularly at 
the clof« of the laft, when he declared his intention of pro- 
ceeding as foon as the Parliament fhould have re-aflembled. 
The Major added, that he was not verfed in the mode of 
proceeding in that Hbufe; but he conceived, that after what 
the right honourable gentleman bad faid, of his readinefs to 
proceed, he might as well then mention what papers he 
wanted^ ;^s poftpone fuch a . motion till Friday, by which 
means all farther delay would become avoided : a point the 
' more to be wilhed for, becaufe now, four year* had elapfed 
fince the right honourable gentleman's firfl pledge. 
.Vyncr. Mr. Fynsr At^utA that hc might be permitted to trefpafs^ 
• during a ihort time, upon the attention of the Houfe, wbilft 
' he briefly flated his reafons for a motion which be flattered 
himfelf would efcape all obje«Stion, as it was merely calcu* 
lated to oblige them to do their duty as members of*^ ParKa- 
ment. Previous to his putting any motion into the hands 
of the Speaker, he would flate the reafons which induced him 
to bring it forward, and he hoped that thofe reafons would 
jmprefs the minds of all . prefent as forcibly as they had 
llricken him. 1 he right honourable gentleman oppofitc to 
him had, with a degree of candour and fairnefs which did him 
, great honour, and for which, in his mind, the Houfe was 

highly indebted to him, given as fpecific a notice as ever was 
given by a Minifter, that when the ordnance eAimates were 
to be taken into confideration, it was intended that they 
ihould at the fame time determine upon the great queftion 
of dock -yard fortification. The queflion Mr. Vyner de- 
clared to be, in his opinion, a queflion of infinite magnitude 
and importance ; it led to confiderations of the moft ferious 
confequence, and, perhaps, might go the extreme length of 
efFefling a change in the government of the country; it was 
in all regards neceffary, therefore, that the difcuffion of fuch 
a fubje£l fhould come on before as full a Houfe as could 
poflibly be convened. The regular way of obtaining- a full 
attendance, was by moving a call of the Houfe, and ^s he 
meant to move a call with a view to the procuring a full 
attendance, he hoped thr right honpurable geatlemaDf witji 
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the fame candour which prompted him to give fo ample 
and fair a notice of the queftion, conneSed with the ordnance 
eftimates, would agree to feparate that quedion from the 
other, and let it lie over for the confideratioii of the Houfe 
after the call had operated efftaually. He had no wifti, he 
dedared, to delay the public bufinefs an hour, hut was ready- 
to vote the ordnance eftimates forthwith. All he a(ked was, 
that bdbre a queftion of the magnitude of that, refpefling the 
fortifications intended to be erefled for the defence of the 
dock yards, fhould fall under confideration, and become de- 
cided upon, the call might be allowed to take place, hecaufe, 
in his mind, it was due to their conftituents, and due to tiie 
nation, that they fliould have the fulleft opportunity of in- 
forming themfelves upon the fubje£t, before they pafled a vote 
that would authorife a fyftem of national defence extremely 
novel and extremely cxpenfivc. In cpnclufion Mr. Vyner 
snoved) ••That the Houfe be called on Tuefday three weeks." 

Mr. Qmncelhr Pin anfwered, that it was not poffible for Mr. chan- 
hirof upon any account whatfoever, much lefs on one of I'o cdior Pitu 
important a nature as the ordnance eftimates, and the quef- 
tion of fortifications, with which it was united, to harbour 
even the moft diftant obje£lion againft the ufe of all methods 
to enforce a complete attendance of the Houfe ; but lie could 
tiot aflent to the procraftination of that bufinefs during the 
length of time deured by the honourable gentleman. It was 
difficult to account for the inconfiftence with which gentle- 
ihen on the other fide of the Houfe endeavoured, on all oc- 
cafions, to delay the bufinefs of the nation, after their com- 
plaining that the Houfe had not made fufScient progrcfs. As 
to the term novel, which the honourable gentleman had 
•applied to the bufinefs of the fortifications, he certainly 
-could not mean to defcribc it as fuch, with refpedt to tlie de- 
gree of notoriety and expedlancy with which it wa«; attended ; 
for, furely no objeft had ever come before Parliament with 
more preparation than it would appear, having now, been 
depending during the courfe of three feffions, and a Board of 
Naval and Land officers having been appointed to examine 
aiid report the propriety of the meafure. So that evidently 
the Houfe and the Public muft be fufliciently ppprifed ot the 
'nature and extent of the bufinefs ; nor could iht^re aii.V nnv 
neceffity whatfoever for putting off the final confiiK ration rf 
•it to a more diftant period than that already appointed. 
With thefe impreflions it was impoflible for him to avoid 
confidering the motion of the honourable gentleman, as a 
meafure of procraftination, and therefore fliouId he meet it 
with an oppofition. 

Mr. Fox exprefled his aftonifliment that the right honour- Mr. F^x. 
jihle geatl^man ihQuld have refiftcd the mouotv, b«c^>^^, myx'^ 



^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1786* 

opinion, it was perfe6Hy eafy fo to arrange the matter as not 
to lofe 9 moment, in regard to the neceflary dilpatch of 
the public bufinefs, and at the fame time to nccomroodate the 
wifhes of the honourable gentleman who had made the motioiv 
and of all who thought with him (as he had no doubt nambex» 
did) that the queilion whether the fbrtltications of the dock; 
yards fhould be adopted or not^ was a queftion of the moft 
lerious importance* The right honourable .gentleman had 
himfeif, in his fpeech on a former occafion, dechired that tbofe 
who were adverfe to the propofed fyitem of fortification, 
would naturally vote, that the fum to be granted to the ordr 
nance for the eftimates of the year fliould be 250,00^. inilead 
of 30O9OO0I. The cafe ftanding t^pon this ground^ what ob« 
. je£lion could the right honourable gentleman entertain ag^nft 
their voting at once, next Monday, that 250,000!. be granted 
for tlie ordnance, and leaving it to be underftood, that wbeii 
a fit opportunity for a full and fair difcuifion of the forti£* 
cation queflion offered, if it was then determined that the for- 
tification fyftem /hould be proceeded in, that an additional 
50,0001. fiiould be voted for the eAimatet of th« ordnance? 
This would fettle the pointat^nce, and not check the nece£ary 
difpatch of bufinefs ; but, taking the cafe another way, wh j 
not poftpone the whole confideration, if it were true ^at ib$ 
one queflion was infeparably implicated , and involved in itbf « 
other? This was but the month of February, and the ordi- 
nance eftimates flood at ^fent for Monday nexr« Was if: 
poflible for any fort of inconvenience to arife,' if theconilder-> 
ation of thefe eftimates and the vote of the money were to b^ 
delayed for a Cngle fortnight i Mr. Fox declared it appeared 
to him to be abiurd and ^Uacious to maintain thstt anf iiir 
conveniency whatever would arife from fo triSing a delay; 
and when the infinite importance of the vote they were to bp 
called upon to give was duly confidered, he hardly bdieved 
there was a man in the kii^dom to be found who wooid not 
hold himfelf obliged to the Houfe for its deliberation, and 
think they did their duty beft, by not raihly and precipitately 
agreeing to a vote that was to entail on future Parliament 
and on future conftituents an expence, the fize and^xt^nt of 
which he muft fuppofe that no man living would take upon 
him&lf to define and defcribe. He reminded the Houfe of (h(S 
extreme and wide difference between the vote in queftion ,and 
all other votes. They were not to be called on to vote a * 
ftated fum, and by that vote to clofe the account ; hut they 
were to bqgin a feries of votes which might entail upon tlie 
nation, and upon poflerity, an endlefs fyftem of charge, and aii 
unlimited extent of expence. If a fyftem, fo far novel tlv»t 
few had made up their minds upon it, and upon whichy for 
one, he had not nude up his mind, was to be adopted hliodtjr 

and 
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and percipitatelVf what infinite tnifchisfs might not enfue to 
the cbimtry i oeveral of thofe mit'chiefs the honourable gen- 
ttann who made the motion had glanced at, and, as it was 
nndoabtedlf pofSble that fuch might be the confequence, 
trtry would* not the right honourable gentleman meet the mo- 
tilMi fitirlf ? The honourable mover, with a degree 6f candour 
which refieded much credit upon his condud, had explained 
ttJMB porpoles of his motion. This coniideration, when added 
to the received opinion of its great importance, intltled him 
to the fiipporr of the Houfe. 
' Hln JMbrtin ftiid he had a great refpetft for the noble Duke M*** **«^ 
at thehtad of the ordnance, and was inclined to think well of ^^ 
him on many accounts, but he believed that it would be ex« 
Iftm^y- difficult fbr that noble perfon to perfuade him to 
chan^bis mind, or to bring him to the opinion, that fuch a 
. (yftem ^fortification as that propofed was a£tually neceilary. 
I?6rhapt; when the matter came to be difcufled, he fhould 
hearasan anfwer to the obje&ions which might be ilated 
a^infli'the plan, that although we had hitherto relied on our 
nary fbr the defence of our dockyards, yet at prefent our 
navy; compared with the naval force of the other powers of 
Bilt>pe, was not fufficientl'y fuperior to be trufled to folely. 
In-thatcafe^ he iHould think it would be wifer to vote the 
. jojotibt in queftion' towards incr^afing and firengthening 
oamavy, than towards commencing the fyflem of fortifica- 
cioir pnypofed; WltH regard to the call, Mr. Martin faid, he 
oertainly would vote for the motion, but if it fhould be car- 
rifidi he booed it would' be eSb£lualIy enforced, becaufe calls 
of the HboiCji as generally eicecuted^ were, in bis mind, the 
ifipeateft fiites imaginable. 

HIK /9*ef b^eed leave to aflure the Houfe that he would Mr- Vyiiet4 
imtfaav^ maderae motion, except flrom thefulleft convic- 
tipnt that thei matter was of the firft moment, and that it 
oeivld hbtbetoo delibetately confidered. He hoped, there- 
foe^ that- the motion would be agreed to, and that the rieht 
IfoDouraUe g^tleman would conlent to poftpone the quellion- 
oPImification till the call fhould have been made. As to him- 
{Af hecould d^are^ that no circumftance upon earth but a 
ftnfeoFbis duty to his conflituents and the nation fliould 
have indticed him either to make the motion, or propofe the* 
ddAy; H^ had not the honour to be known to the noble 
Softe-atf this time at the head of the ordnance board ; but if 
tfie^noUe Lord who had preceded him in office, to whom he 
WBt well known, and with whom he had lived on terms of 
limaMcy- all his life, had propofed the plan in queftion, he 
Ai0iiM have a£ted exa^ly in the fame manner. 
Tbe'q«eftJon*warat length put, and the Houfe dlvvd^d^ 
Ayes - - - - S^ 

NOC8 m ■ sm ^ ^ -^^^ 
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The Houfe being refumed, 

l4r.Fox. Mr. Fox rofe and fignified his intention of making his mo- 
tion on the ele6tion for Weftminfter. He remarked that thofe 
who had fo often propagated opinions that he had not the fair 
and legal majority of votes for Weftminfter, and afiei^ed to 
doubt of his being fuffered to remain its reprefcntative in the 
prefent Parliament, retained no longer the right to inculcate 
fuch dodlrines or circulate any doubts concerning thofe points; 
becaufe the perfons to whom he alluded having abandoned the 
caufe, of which they had been proud to avow themfelves the 
champions, it was demonftrable that they knew all along, 
that they flood upon rotten ground, and that it was impoffible 
for them to make good their inCnuations before that tribunal 
legally conftituted, and undoubtedly the beft adapted to thedif- 
covery of the truth in matters of the nature in queftion. Had 
it been pofnble for them to ftand at all before that tribunaii 
they would not thus have deferted the means of doing (b« 
Nothing furely of animofity, nothing of chicane, nothing of 
fallacy, or of art, had been wanting on the part of his political 
enemies, and therefore it was not to be fuppofed that any 
thing fhort of a firm conviction ariftng from the experience 
derived from a fcrutiny, continued in different veftry rooms 
of the city of Weftminfter, for fo manv months together, 
could have induced them to drop the purluit, and abandon all 
pretenfions to carry it on any longer. Mr. Fox obferved that 
he thought it neceftary to fay thus much on that occafion; 
and he had only to add, that though he fhould ever entertam 
an e<]ual degree of refpe£l and of gratitude for the elefiorsof 
both the places which had done him the honour to return him, 
he flioulJ make his ele^ion for Weftminfter; be therefore 
moved, *' That the Speaker do ifliie his warrant for dio elec- 
** tion of a reprefcntative to ferve in Parliament for tbe'Bo- 
" rough of Kirkwall." 

LordKooa. Lord Hood faid that he could not, without violence to his 
gratefully-refpedlful feelings for his conftituents, avoid ex- 
prefling his opinion that it reflefted upon their condu£k tlie 
higbeft credit that they had foreborne to prefent petitions 
againft either his right honourable colleague or himfelf. A 
contrary procedure (but this, doubtlefs, their liberality and 
good fenfe difcovered and avoided) would have rekindled ani- 
moiities which ought, henceforward, to remain not merely 
extinguiflied, but buried in oblivion. Nor, perhaps, were a 
petition brought to the bar of the Houfe, could any commit- 
tee, howfoever judiciouily chofen, acquire, by the utn^oft 
affiduity, difcernment, unbiaffed candour and adiivity, .the 
power of fo afcertaining the merits of the ele6lion, as to decide 
upon it with the ftrideft and moft unequivocal juftice. 

Mr» 
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Ml^ B^ifim'd now fofe, and remarked, that no matter (lood Mr.Baflarc 
more in need of r^.v|ai!tU)n and reform, than the praflice of 
iJmk Ecdefiaftical Courts, in a variety of difierent fpecies of 
]tfgal procefstnd prgfecution. On the prefent occaflon, how- 
•xCTy he 4id OOt ipean to take up the time of the Houfe by 
enirriiigiato a detail of all the arbitrary, fev^e, and unjuft ef. 
fiAs whiob had arifen, in confequence of the practices in 

;[H0ftion j becaufe, h^ HOt only knew his own limited abili« 
ictf, hint would not wifli to ijhock the feelings of the Houfe^ 
M a legklatiye body. Vy jEtj^ing to them the degree of oppref« 
6011 wiHch j(hfy hm^ for a ieries of years^ fufiered to exiil in 
the coimtry. He woi^ld content himfelf with moving for 
tove to bring in a Bill, and barely hint the ohjedls to whicii 
that Bill would be dir^Aed. The firft went to the abolition 
ef the practice of profecuting for anti-nuptial fornication as it 
ftood it prefent. In order to prove that this point required 
iimsediate regulation, Mr. Baftard ilated two or tliree cafes, 
ia which the parties had been profecuted with great appear* 
•ace of oppreffion ; one in particular, the cale of a man who 
had afnic commenced againfl him in the Ecclefiaftical Court 
for anti'Qupjtial fornication fix or feven years after his wife 
bad been dead. Mr. Baftard faid another obje£k of this Bill, 
was'to put a ftop to all profecutions for fmall tithes in the 
£ccleilailical Court, and in the Court of Exchequer, and to 
fiQC.them on a footing more fit to be adopted. He had, h? 
iaid, tntetkled to have put into hi^ Bill an extenfion of wha^ 
was culled the Lords ad to debtors, to a limited amount; but 
^ there was a bill, he underftood, now pending in the other 
Aottfe, in which that very purpofe was achieved, and as it 
WAS naone proper for it to originate in that Houfe, he had 
AQt inCertered with it. In concludop, he moved, *' For leave 
^ to bring in a bill to prevent frivolops and vexatious fuits in 
^ the Eccleiiaftical Court, and for the i^iore fpeedy recovery 
•« pf fmall tithes." 

Leave was given to bring in a Bill. 

Lord Mahon next rofe, and faid that he was confident that Ird.Mah«n. 
rlfte Ihould not he contradified by any member of that Houfe, 
jHvbcn he laid it down as a fundamental principle of liberty in 
tlhis country, that it is neceiTary to fupport the confequence 
<jf the Houfe of Commons ; and, in order to preferve the free- 
dom of the people, and to fecure tlieir interefts, that it is ef- . 
.ftntial to maintain the full weight of that aflembly in the fcal^ 
-pf the conftjtution. But it is pofBble that there may exift 
iiHit of that Houfe fome extraordinary chara6ler who may a£t 
^pp'^rery diftirent principles. 

,Evm*y rnaacif fenfe muft know and feel, that it is the Houfe 
4|f CpBinions that conftitutes the chief bulwark of the people, 
snd that forms the ftrong barrier a»ainft the power of t,Vsft 
Vol. XIX. O Cx^>«tis ^ 
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fcrved for a future and diftinft confideration. This woqld hot 
retard the difpatch of the public bufinefs, but, on the con- 
trary,, give gentlemen an opportunity of propeily ^and ma- 
turely deliberating upon a fubjedk fo new even in idea, that, 
for one, he could not perfuade himfelf that he ihould ever 
agree to it. The navy of England had hitherto been con-? 
ftantly regarded as a fufficient fecurity for our dockyards, 
and as they continued fafe for fuch a long courfe of years 
without fortifications, he muft look for the moft convincing 
proofs, of the abfolute neceffity for the meafure, before he 
ihould confent to vote any of the public money for- fiich a 
purppfe ; and, under this confideration, he flattered himfelf 
that the right honourable gentleman would not deny the 
Houfe any part of the Report which merited examination, 
and the perufal of which was not forbidden by difcretion. 
Mr.Coutw . Mr. Courienay faid, . that he did not mean, at prefent to ar- 
^"T- gue on the propriety or impropriety of the propofed fortifi- 
cation. He roie, in the firft place, to thank the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer for the very clear, explicit, accurate, and 
fatisfadlory detail which he had entered into, on the princi- 
pal thing on which a Board of naval and land officers, to ex- 
amine and report the plan propofed to the noble Duke at thci 
l^ead of the Ordnance, had been eftabliihed. He fhould only 
pbferve, that it appeared to him, that fuch a military judi- 
cature was inftituted for the cxprefs purpofe of putting the 
nob^e Duke's office into commiffion, and to report their 
opinioa on the judgement^ and the military or engineering 
capacity of the noble Duke, who hadfubmitted a p3an o| 
defence for the proteftion of the dock yards to the reprefen- 
tatives of the people; but they, from a well- intended, but 
groundleis fsfpicion perhaps of the noble Duke's experience 
or abilities for fuch an extenfivoiplan (attended with an enoih 
mous expence) required, add almoft compelled the Minifter, 
to acquiefce in their fentiments, and to fufpend the execu- 
tion of the propofed works, till a Board of naval and land 
officers had made plaufible, at leaft, fuch a fyflem, by tbeic 
approbation and authority. The Chancellor of the Exche.- 
quer feemingly fubmitted to the llrong rcafons, ftrong nam-r 
^ers, and forcible obje£lions, of numbers of men, refpedbiUe 
fountry gentlemen, who might always, if they exerted them- 
lelves, command the attention, and redrain the exceiles, of 
any Miniiler. However, when the commiffion was made 
but, the public was furprifed that the noble Duke was ap^ 
pointed prefident of a tribunal, whofe duty it was, and who 
yitxQ probably in ft ruSed, to invefligate the noble Duke'9 
fyftem of expence, and report to the King their opinions 
concerning both the pradicability of the plan, and th? 
judgement and capacity o£ the ^ftoje^oi. 
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;Mr. Courtenay-therefore faid he meant, if the C-iancellor of 
the Exchequer had no objefbion, to move for the Commiffio* 
iMrg" inftrudtions, which were given to the noble Duke on his 
bung appointed pre&deht of that Board. At the fame time, 
Mr. Courtcnay farther obferved upon the dific>rence of opinion 
between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the honourable 
General, the firft having declared that no part whatever of 
the Report made by the military Board, could with any de- 

Seebr fafety be laid before the public; but the honourable 
eneral had, on the contrary, declared, that much ufeful 
information might be colle£ljed by the Houfe from that Re« 
port, without the fmalleft rifque or hazard of divulging any 
thing that could endanger the public fafety. Mr, Courtenay 
exprefled the admiration in which he held the abilities of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; but, on this particular 
point, (being not only a military point, but a point with 
wbich he was particularly converfant, from having been an 
officer of that Board) Mr. Courtenay faid he could not help 
deciding in favour of the honourable General, againf^ the 
opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He, therefore, 
could not help wifhing, that fuch parts of the Report might 
be ifeledled, under the check and control of the MiniAers, as 
might be ufeful to the members of the Houfe, without being 
detrimental to the public; and he urged the neceflity of this, 
ftpm the nature of the fubjed on which the Houfe was 
called upon to form their judgement, the matter being out 
of the common courfe of parliamentary proceeding, and not 
only entitled them, but made it their duty, to call for every 
d^K^ of information refpediing it. 

, Mr. Luttrell obferved, that he confidered the condu<S of Mr. Lut- 
t^ honourable gentleman who fpoke laft as reprehenfible,^^^^^- 
becaufe it bore the appearance of an attempt to miflead the 
Hoafe, by an infiniiation that fome of the queOions at the 
Bo^rd of OflScers were carried by a majority of one fingle 
ypice;, and that the Prefident's. For his part, he had been 
himfelf a inember of that Board, and he would venture to 
flake his own knowledge againll the fpeculation of the ho- 
nporable gentleman — ^he could faf?ly affirm that there was 
not a fingle quellion carried by a fmaller majority than that 
of twenty to three. 

. Mr. Hotdfworth remzxktA, that, having, during the courfe Mr. Holdf* 
of the preceding feffion, given his voice againft uifFering the^<>'^' 
fortifications to proceed, without obtaining fome farther proof 
cl* their being necefiary befides the mere claim of the money 
biy the Board of Ordnance, he muft now hold himfelf per* 
fedUy at liberty to aft as niight appear to him beft, after the 
Houfe (hould have become apprifed of the op\moT\ qI( \Vv& 
Boaiil of l^aval sind Military Officers upon X\i^ (uXA^Ol^ ^tv\ 
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*Thurfday^ 14th February. 

This being the day Appointed to ballot for a Committee 
to try the tfierits of d petition complaining of an undue 
^leflion for the borongh bi lichetter, the Speaker came down 
^t half paft two o'clock; hut as the ballot could not take 
J>lace without the attendance of two hundred ftiembers, and 
that nuiiiber was not prefent, the Houfe adjourned^ four 
o'clock, without doing any bufinefs. 

fVednefday, 15th February* 

The Houfe proceeded to ballot for a Committee to try the 
merits of Honitdn eleftion petition, and, after the ufual Cere- 
monies obferved upon fuch occafions, the following members 
were returned as a jury : 

Sir Edward Aflley, Bart. Chairman, 

Sir Jofeph Mawbey John Qable, Efq. 

Hon, Wm. Mortimer John Hill, Efq. 

Henry A4dington, Efq, Hon. Wm. Grimflon 

Wm. Pochin, Efq. Robert Nicholas, Efq. 

Sir Wm, Manfell, Bart. Clement Tudway, Efq, 
Sir John Wodehoufe, ^art. 

NomiWdes, i 

T. Burney Bramfion, Efq. Sir Win. Dolben, 

The land-tax bill and the malt bill were read a fecond 
time, and comrtiitted for the morrow. 

The marine matiny bill was prefented, an4 Wad it third 
time, . 

The Houfe proceed afterwards to ballot for a ComijaittfliB 
to appoint commiffioners from different lifts delivered in tt 
the table for executing certaiii part^^ of tlie Eaft-India judi- 
cature bill; arid after the ufual forms obfetvcd by the faid 
aft, the following members were ^turned ; 

Francis Annefley, Efq. Sir Rob. Lawley, Bart. 

Sir Edw. Aftley, Bart. Sir Wm. L?mon, Bart, 

Henry Banks, Efq. Sir Ja. Langham^ Bart* • 

JoJMi Barringtoh, Efq. . . Sir Edw. Littleton, Bart. 

John Pollexfen Baftard, Efq. Thttmas Mafters, ECj. 

, Henry Beaofoy, Efq* ,. t^m. M'Dovirall, Efq. 

Tho. Berney Bramlton, Efq. Rich, plater Milnes^Efq, 

: Charles Brandling, Efq. Lord iVIuncafter 

Ifaac Hawkins Browne, JEfq, Wm. Mainwairing, Efo, 

. John Biackbume^ Efij, ilenry ^icrfe, Efq, 

Lord Fred. Campbell Wm. l^raed, Efq. 

^ Sir Rd^. S. Cotton, Bart, HcnrY James l^ye, Efd, 

Sir Win. DoJben, Bart. *^ t*AN^w4^V\va%A^ci. 
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Wm. Drah^ jnn. Efq. William Pulteney, Kfq^ 

Hea. Duncombc, Efq. Wm. Morton Pitt, E4. 

Sir Archibald Edmonftone, John Rolle, Efq. 

. Bajtv S-r John Rous, J]arr. 

WiUiaip Egerton, Efo. Hox). Fred. Robinfon 

Sir Adam KergufoOy Bart, Hon. Dudley Ryder. 

JoOiua Grigby, Efq. Sir. G. Aug- Sliuckburgh, Bart, 

AfQbrofe Goddard, Ef^. Walter Siieyd, Efq. 

Lord V. Grtmdoa Charles Lorain Smith, Efq» 

Sir Richard Hill John Smith, Efq. 

Sir Harbord Harbord, Bart. John Sinclair, Efq. 

§ir Henry Hog^^orij Bart. Sir Rob. Smyth, Bart. 

John James Hamilton, Efq. Henry Thorntop, Eiq. 

Arth. Holdfworth, Elq. Brook Watfon, Efq. 

Jn. Galley Knight, Eiq. Sir John Wodehoafc, Bart. 

Wm. Lygon, El'q. Philip Yorke, Efq. 

Mr. Sheridan complained, that fome of the above llflj 
liad been delivered to the Houfe by the door-keeper. 

Several petitions for private bills were prefsntcd to th^ 
Houfe^ and referred to a Committee to report. 

Mr, Brtftt prefented to the the Houfe, purfuant to order, 
•« a lift of the officers of ten and eight fliiliings," &c. The 
title was read, and the lift ordered to lie on the table. 

"Mr. JenkinfoD prefented " His Majefty's order in cotsncil 
•♦ for regularing the trade and commerce between Great Bri- 
" tain and the united States of America, and between the 
•• States and the Weft-Indies.'^ The fame being read, wa« 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Coalmetert bill and the Tewkcibury road bill, were 
read a ftcond time and committed. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

^hurfday^ 1 6th February. 

Sir Robert Smyth remarked that he had contemplated with sir Robcr 
pleaftire tl^e falutary effedls which, during the couric of the ^imjth. 
.f^reccding year, had accompanied the operations of the bill 
.^fiu: the prohibition of the exportation of hay. So fcanry 
. had proved the crops of thelail feafon, and fo uncertain (as 
a pioint of courfe, within a climate perpetually fuhje6l to va- 
rious ;Mid to oppofite changes) was the profpeft of the enfu- 
ing fummer barvefts, tliat, for liis part, he could not avoid 
entertaining an opinion that it would become neceilary to 
iSootinue tlie prohibition until the expiration of a farther 
length'of time. To effeft all this was not poiEble without 
the introduAion of a Jiew bill to take place inftantly upon the 
expiration of the old bill ; a circumftance which mttjt happen 
Ufoa-I^e ^uing Xuefday. T^e leafons, of u^tfixi'j ^ m- 
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duced him to move for leave to bring in " a bill for leave to 
. " continue the aft of the laft feflion of Parlian^ent, relative 
^^ to the exportation of hay for a limited time." 
Mr. Drake, Mr. Drake, junior, obfervcd that he fbould fecond the mor 
JuBfQr, ^ ^j^.-^ ^f }^is honourable friend with parlticular pieafurc, front 
the fulleft i'm^e that the coptintjance of the prphibition was 
indifpenfably xequifite. In the capital, the price of hay had 
• arifen to the enormous price of five pounds ^nd teq fhillings 
for each \6hd : but, fuch a fum, not confined to London, had 
lately been received for hay at Salifbury, And, dqubtlefs, 
were feveral honourable gentlemen prefent tp' favour the 
Houfe with a communication of the refult pf their experience 
upon the fubjedl, it "would be difdovered that, in their feveral 
neighbourhoods, the prices of hay had proved equally extra- 
vagant. Upon this ground, it was not needful to prefs for ^ 
mere extended prohibition of the exportation^ Moft place$ 
pn the continent had feverely fuffered from the dearth of jifiy ; 
they had felt the diftrefsful neceffity of fubmiting to the payr 
pent of prices ftill more exorbitant than thofe with which we 
had not lefs inevitably complied; ^ ftriking inftance hov 
much the Parliament mufl hecpnae a^uated by a mdft dan- . 
gerous. impolicy, wprp they, forgetful of ^he pfepept froqj 
the proverb (wife and falutary, at lea^, in the pfefpnt inr 
ftance) not to t^ke care th^t ghaxity JhoM begin at homey and 
meet the motiqn with their unanimous confent. He greatly 
feared that the committee appointed to jnqujre jntp th^ nuiu- 
her of the expiring laws, and to report the fefult qf their ia- 
veftigations to the Houfe, were little better thjjn a mere 
name ; and w}ietbe|: they were now fitting, or had aflembled 
at any prior period, was ^ matter altogether infignificant, 
becaufe, furely, a more reprehenfible impropriety could not 
^rife, than the tacit acquiefcence of the Houfe to the bane,7 . 
ful aft of amufing jhe public with f^lfe lights, and affedling 
91 parade, of bufinefs executed, when, in fadi, no meafure 
whatfoevpr had been carried to a completioi;!. Under thefe 
circumfcances, it followed that, not harm, but great benefit 
iliuft attend the renewal and cont}nuj|n^e of the' prohibition. 
The bill would ceafe to operate at the retura of plenteous 
feafons, becaufe it veiled the difcretionary power of anull- 
^ ing it in a quarter where he could not fuppofe that fuch 2xv 
exertion would take place without the wifeft and matureft' 
deliberation in the Crown, affifted by the judgement and re- 
commendations of its council. 
Sir Jof'ph Sir Jofeph Mcrwhey faid ^hat, fenfible of the general merits 
Mawtcjr. pf ^jje motion, he was refolved to give it his fupport ; and he 
felt that it carne forward farticularfy entitled to the concnf- 
rerice of the Houfe, becaufe the late crops of grain, in all 
iikelihood, would proYe exceed\n^\^ A^&cleut^ and the ch^n« 
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ces of a more abundant produce intheenfuing feafoiis were as 
yet precarious. The barley, in his country -neighbourhoodj, 
madea moft unpromifing appearance; and, as hehadrealbn 
to believe that other parts might not exhibit its ufual inflances 
of fertility, he felt himfelf jullified in earneftly requeuing the 
Houfe to fecure within the nation as much of the growth of 
its pafture and arable lands as pofTible. 

The Attorney General begged leave (from the confideration The Att»f- 
ihat the prefent bill would expire upon the next Tuefday, and "^' Gc^e- 
that the Houfe appeared heartily inclined to countenance and " * 
eftablilh its renewal) to advife the honourable baronet (Sir R. 
iSmyth) to follow up the precedent, dictated by the exigencies 
of the ftate, during the courfc of the foregoing year, and 
Infianily to procure the firft and fecond reading of his bill ; 
next, to.have it as rapidly committed, read a third time, and 
pafl'ed upon the morrow ; and thus, with equal facility and 
expedition, ifaight it complete its progrcf^ tinough the lloufe 
of Lords on the enfuihg Monday. 

The Earl of Su^i^ey, contending againft the necedity of a TlieKarlof 
new bill, added that, in his opinion, the price of hay was ^^"^^y- 
not in the leaft beyond what naturally might be ex})eded at 
this particular fealbn of the year; and therefore b.u, for this 
reafon, could not approve of hurrying the bill through the 
Houfe in the nianner recommended by the honourable and 
learned gentleman who fpoke lad. 

Sir Edward AJlky faid, that, yielding to the juftice of the SirEuVtri 
arguments of thofe honourable gentlemen who countenanced ^^^^^y- 
the motion, he fhould declare himfelf an advocate for the ut- 
moft poffible expedition in the pafling of fo falutary a bill. 

The motion being carried, the bill was brought in, read a 
firft. time, and ordered to be committed on tlie morrow. 

Mr. iSheridan^ riling next, begged leave to aflure the Houfe Mr. shcri* 
that it was very far from his intentions to trefpafs upon their <ian. 
, patience with tome remarks which, now^ he deemed it necef- 
iary to niike, if, on the preceding day, fome honourable gen- 
tlemen^ in the fervice of adminiftration, had not infmuated, 
with an air of triumph over him for his fuppofed defeftion, 
that, with reproachful inconfiftency, he had firft ftated a motion 
to the Houfe, and then fuddenly deferted it, without having 
"previoufly purfued it to any opening whatfoever. If gentle- 
men would pleafe to honour him, upon the prefent occafion, 
■with their attention, he felt himfelt perfuaded that he fhould 
totally exonerate himfelf from all charges of inconfiftency, 
. Whcti upon the Wednefday he came down to the Houfe, he 
perceived) and riot without aftonlfhmetit, the doorkeeper 
^putting into the hands of eVery member a paper containing a 
"written lift of the narfies of gentlemen by way of a balloting 
lift J and having the ftrongeft grounds for belief ih^t iVi^fe 
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conftitiitional in its origin and principle, amd fo inimical 
to the natural rights pf Britifh fubjefts, in every particular 
of its inftitution, powers, and proceedings. Upon the face 
jof the matter, it ftruck him that the eledlion had been par- 
tially conduced, and that an inquiry was neceflary. This 
fcrved to confirm his former fufpicions of the extreme unjufti- 
fiablenefs of thg inftitution, and that the tribunal was meant 
to be thruft forward as a rod pf minifterial power^ to fall 
heavy on tbofe whofe opinions led them to t^kean adverfe part 
againft i^dminiflration ; but to* l?e lightly handled, with re- 
ipeft to others, who might conduS'themfelves in a manner 
more accon^modating, and mpre pliant to the wifhes an4 
Vills of the powers in being. 
Biy Jofcph , Sir Jofeph Mawbty remarke4 that the motign was needlefs, 
Maw^ey, ^^^ ^^^^ jjjj ^^^ arguments urged in fupport pf it were, rather 
Jnfulting to the Hpufe, as they went upon the fuppofition, 
that part of it yras liable to updue influence, when proceed- 
ing to exercjfe its capacity of ele(9:ors pf the new Court of 
Judicature. For his own part, he by no means wiflied tq 
inquire from whom the doorkeeper received the papers he 
(delivered; they had not influenced him, nor did he believe 
they had influenced any gentleman whp ballotted. They 
might jufl as well prpceed to inquire ()y whom all the" vari- 
ous papers, put into their hands from time to time in the 
jcourfe of the feflion came, fuch as petitions for bills and other 
things, an inveftigation which (to give it the gentleft term) 
fpuft be a fhameful trefpafs upon the valuable napinents of 
the Houfe. 
Mr. Chiin. * *Mr. Chancellor P//^expre(fed his wi/hes that a complaint 
P5iif?r |Jit^ ^£ j-^ frivolous and idle a nature would not occafipn much 
debate on a day, when agreeably to notice, other great an4 
important topics were to be taken under confideration. The 
two heads of an aflTertion into which the honourable gentle- 
man had divided his chaarge, firft, that the written lifts hav- 
ing been delivered, was a violation of the privileges of the'^ 
Hpufe, and next that it flood forward as an inftance of the 
MinifterV having attempted to interfere in ^n eledlion vefted 
in the members of that Houfe, by Treafury influence, w^e 
^ach of them fo obvioufly ill founded and delufive, tliat they 
fcarcfely merited a ferious anfwer. In refpedl to the fuppofed 
breach pf privilege, there had been none. For what fpecific 
privilege of the Houfe did the faft aflTumed in argument, but 
without a fhadpw pf proof, trench upon ? Suppofing evcii 
that it were true, that the written lifts had been prepared' 
and delivered as tJie honouralJle gentleman had aflerted, where 
^as the breach of privilege? And as to the idea, that the muid$ 
p{ gentlemen were liable to be influenced, upon having a writ- 
fCfiU^ of names put into tlieu lisuid^ X» io viV»X ^^ ^VafeA^ 
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Ifithy unaccompanied by any requeft or any coropuUIon to 
vote for any one name iii the lift^ that roitiething tnore than 
iniinuation (for the honourable gentleman had that day in- 

' irenteil a new ihade of afl^rtion) was too infulting to the 
' ' Htefe to be tolerated a moment. But Would any iban ima* 

'gine that the honourable gentleman or his friends had, in 
lenwu truthy any concern for that iilipartiality in the confti- 
tittioa of the Court of Judicature, for which they were 
now fo eager to profets themfelves the advocates, when their 
ccmdnft on the day of the boUot was confidered ? It was 

'in the power of forty of them by flaying and doing their 

' ioVf by balloting, to have put any name upon the lift and 
liad it returned; for, with fuch attention to a fair and im- 
partial ele&ion of the Court had the AA been framed^ that 
it was fo worded, that no Minifter, were he fo inclined, or 

. WOfc he fo prefuming as to think fo meanly of the members 
of that Houfe, as the honourable gentleman had chofento 

' fiate thenii liad it in his power to prevent any name froin 
•'/lldng^ put upon the lift that forty members chofe to ballot 

'tfplK Inftead, however, of the honourable gentleman and 

' hh fiiendi taking this fair and becoming mode of infuring a 

' letArn of * impartial charaflers, according to their ideas 
• "'of iiapartial chara£lers, they had deferted their duty and 

"^'abondoned the ballot. It was evident, therefore, that the 
^ attempt fo made to raife a clamour, was merely an attempt to 

* idlrow impediments in the way of public bufinefs, and to create 
aJann in the minds of the people, by ill-fojunded and frivo- 

'- Ions complaints. Of the gentlemen who balloted he could 
obferve, without dread of contradi6tion, that their charac- 

.' ets' were too fpotlefs either to need praife or (brink from 

';tenfure. 

Mr. Fox f^d, that he could not without equal indignation Mr. Foju 
ahd furprife obferve thofe very perfons who had, night after 

'night, in nearly all their fpeeches, when he was in office, 

' and conducing his India Bill through the Houfe, attacked 
him, and chargedhim with having given himfelf the nomina- 

■ tion of the perfons who were to aS under the hill, when he 

' "rofe up as Secretary of State, and fuggefted their names for 
the eleftion of the Houfe, at this moment contending that 
to deliver Treafury lifts was no interference of the miniftry, 
and that the minds of gentlemen were left as free, as before 
they faw thofe lifts. When he had the honour to ftand up in 
bis place, and nominate Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr. Montague, 
and the other great and refpeftable charafters, who were to 
have been in the commiffion inftituted by his India Bill, was 

' it not again and again faid to him, by the honourable gentle- 

" man, and all round him at that time, ** You are nominating 
. : 4€ jour ovm creatures; you talk of the Houfe o^ Cotw«\wv^ 
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conftitiitional in its origin and principle, amd fo inimical 
to the natural rights of Britifh fubjefls, in every particular 
of its inftitution, powers, and proceedings. Upon the face 
jof the matter, it ftruck him that the eledlion had been par- 
tially conduced, and that an inquiry was neceflary. This 
fcrved to confirm his former fufpicions of the extreme unjufti- 
fiablenefs of th^ inftftution, and that the tribunal was oieant 
to be thruft forward as a rod pf minifterial power^ to fall 
heavy on thofe whofe opinions led them to take an adverfe part 
againft ^dminiilration ; but to* be lightly handled, with re- 
ipedl to others, who might conduft themfelves in a manneF 
more accon^modating, and more pU^nt to the wifhes an4 
Vills of the powers in being. 
Sir jofcph , 3ir Jofeph Mawbty remarke4 that the motion was needlefs, 
Maw^ey, ^^^ ^^idX all the arguments urged in fupport of it were, rather 
Jpfulting to the Hpufe, as they went upon the fuppofition, 
that part of it yras liable to updue influence, when pro9eed- 
ing to exercife its capacity of ele(9:ors pf the new Court of 
Judicature. For his own part, he by no means wifhed tq • 
inquire from whom the doorkeeper received the papers he 
(delivered; they had not influenced him, nor did he believe 
they had influenced any gentleman whp ballotted. They 
might jufl as well prpceed to inquire by whom all the? vari- 
ous papers, put into their hands from time to time in the 
courfe of the feflion came, fuch as petitions for bills and other 
things, an invefligation which (to give it the gentleft term) 
fpuft be a fhameful trefpafs upon the valuable napments of 
the Houfe. 
^J- Cjj?"- Mr. Chancellor P//^ exprefled his wi/hes that a complaint 
ppUf^r ^it;. ^£ j-^ frivolous and idle a nature would not occafipn mucl| 
debate on a day, when agreeably to notice, other great an4 
important topics were to be taken under confideration. The 
two heads of an aflTertion into which the honourable gentle- 
man had divided his chaarge, firft, that the written lifts hav- 
ing been delivered, was a violation of the privileges of the-* 
Hpufe, and next that it ftood forward as an inftance of the 
MinifterVhaving attempted to inter^re in ^n elediion vefted 
in the members of that Hpufe, by Treafury influence, were 
^ach of them fo obvioufly ill founded and delufive, tliat they 
fcarcfely merited a ferious anfwer. In refpedt to the fuppofed 
breach pf privilege, there had been none. For what fpecific 
privilege of the Houfe did the faft aflTumed in argument, but 
without a fhadow pf proof, trench upon ? Suppofing eveii 
that it were true, that the written lifts had be«n prepared 
and delivered as tJie honoura^e gentleman had aflerted, where 
^as the breach of privilege? And as to the idea, that the muid$ 
pf gentlemen were liable to be infl.uenced, upon having a writ- 
/po Ufi qf^amcs put into thek Yia^ad^ X.Q io vft»\ ^^ ^Vafei, 
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withy Qnaocompanied by any requeft or any coropulfion to 
Vote for any one name iii the lift^ that romething more than 
inliniiatioa (for the honourable gentleman had that day in- 

' TreateA a new Ihade of afl^rtiotl) was too infulting to the 
' Hoafe to be tolerated a moment. But Would any iban ima- 

'cine that the honourable gentleman or his friends had, in 

* ferious truth, any concern for that impartiality in the confti- 
tution of the Court of Judicature, for which they were 
now fo eager to profets themfelves the advocates, when their 
cbnduft on the day of the boUot was confidered ? It was 

" in the power of forty of them by flaying and doing their 
duty by balloting, to have put any name upon the lift and 
had it returned ; for, with fuch attention to a fair and im- 
partial ele&ion of the Court had the AQ. been framed, that 
it was fo worded, that no Minifter, were he fo inclined, or 
were he fo prefuming as to think fo meanly of the members 
of that Houfe, as the honourable gentleman had chofen to 
fiate them, had it in his power to prevent any name froin 
- bang put upon the lift that forty members chofe to ballot 

' for* Inftead, however, of the honourable gentleman and 
his fiiendi taking this fair and becoming mode of infuring a 
return of ■ impartial charaflers, according to their ideas 
of impartial chara£lers, they had deferted their duty and 
abondoned the ballot. It was evident, therefore, that the 
attempt fo made to raife a clamour, was merely an attempt to 
throw impediments in the way of public bufmefs, and to create 
alarm in the minds of the people, by ill-fojanded and frivo- 
lous complaints. Of the gentlemen who balloted he could 
obfervey without dread of contradi6tion, that their charac- 
ers were too fpotlefs either to need praife or Ihrink from 
cenfure. 

Mr. Fox faid, that he could not without equal indignation Mr. Foju 
and furprife obferve thofe very perfons who had, night after 
night, in nearly all their fpeeches, when he was in office, 

* aiu conducing his India Bill through the Houfe, attacked 
him, and chargedhim with having given himfelf the nomina- 

* tion of the perfons who were to aft under the bill, when he 
rofe up as Secretary of State, and fuggefted their names for 
the ele^ion of the Houfe, at this moment contending that 
to deliver Treafury lifts was no interference of the miniftry, 
and that the minds of gentlemen were left as free, as before 
they faw thofe lifts. When he had the honour to ftand up in 
bis place, and nominate Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr. Montague, 
and the other great and refpeftable charafliers, who were to 
have been in the commiffion inftituted by his India Bill, was 
it not again and again faid to him, by the honourable gentle- 
man, and all round him at that time, ** You are nominating 
^ your own creatures; you talk of the Houfe o^ Cotc\mox\% 
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.^^ their eleflion; the majority of the 'Hoti'fe of "Cominbns 
*" always vote with the Vlinifter on great rpublic poi;rits, and 
<^ confequently the Minifter who nominates *wrthin thiefe 
/^ walls, elefts, and not the Houfe of 'Commdns'r iPhis 
Janguage had been To often urged, that no nian Who heard it 
.at me time could have forgotten it, nor' would 'any man, lie 
believed, be hardy enough to 3eny it* *tVhere was*th'edife- 
. rence between his ftandiog up publicly as a Secretary oPState 
and nominating, taking upon himfeif at the 'fafnte 'time 'the 
refponfibility tor To doing, and the Treafury^s nomiriatiiig, 
:by circulation bf lifts, except indeed the difFerence fietween 
open and occult, between public ami avdWeU, fecfet and^con- 
cealed nomination ? That the Treafury "ha'd cempellcd gen- 
tlemen to vote for any given lift of names,^r. Fox declared 
he would not fay ; but he would fay, they*ha(l canv^ed, arid 
l^the event fiiewed that their canvafs'had'been-fuccelsfuI;-for 
though there had been fifty-feven names returned upon the 
ijQTue of the ballot, the whole firty that tlie canvalSrQg' lifts 
contained, were, he obferved, in the number. Nor w^ it -to 
be wondered at that the Treafury canvafs had ; proved" fucceflP- 
ful ; for, notwithftinjding the ridiculous af^iinients and'aBer- 
.tions urged and maintainedby the honourable gentleman «nd 
..the honourable Baronet above him, tTiat the Houfe- were not to 
^be influenced by a Minifter, daily experience proved that they 
.. were ; and that they were, he ftiould never be afraid to aflert, 
without meaning to caft a flur upon' the Houfe or any. part 
of it. The delivery of written liftswas, indeed, the ordinary 
mode of canvafs adopted without doors, on various occafions ; 
but, however decent in thofe, it was highly indecent in the 
recent inftance of the preceding day. tte accufation of 
his having negledled his duty in not ballotir^,-it was Suffici- 
ent to anlwer, by profeffing himfeif an avowed enemy to al- 
moft every part of the bill; and therefore he would not (arid 
\ who, in reafon could) expedl it to meet with the leaft fup- 
'port.. 
Mr. Drake, Mr. Drakf, junior, argued in favour of the' fuppofed eflen- 
junior. tial difference between publicly and officially nominating in 
the manner the right honourable gentleman had done, when 
^ Secretary of State, and the delivering out lifts of names 
anonymoufly in the maniier complained of. He thought 
there was no want of decorum in that, though' he' had feen 
a want of decorum in thofe who had deferted their duty and 
avoided the ballot. He faid that he flood in a. peculiar pre- 
dicament, with regard to the fubjefl of which he treated, but 
he would neverthelefs contend that thofe very refpediable 
gentlemen who balloted. Had done themfelves great honour. 
TJie paper in queftion had not influenced him ; he was tbs 
/papJel of no Minifter, the uivaTiabl^j 3iXX^<:\\^i.^<at.>xiAT^^ 
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Mrty. Hfe would not fetdi and carry for either, hut might 
fey.'of himfelf in the language of a familiar motto, " Nuiliits 
'^tt'zfef^T* As to the India bill of the right honourable gen- 
l3ettian '(Mr. Pox) although he met it as a cordiul Dpfonenty 
t?aiiaour obliged liim to aSow-that, in fomegooi. irfffcias, it 
mMt have fqrp^dled his* . . 

IVIr. Martin 'faid, that when the right honourable gentle- Mr.Mn 
"torn •cunvaHed for Weftminfter, he believed, he thought it 
•iWdEM&ry to'do'fomething more than barely write his name 
«tni ai piece of paper, and ledve it with the party canvaflfed* 
■*He%ad-iBxptfaed Something ludicrous when he fa w- the ho- 
nourable gentleman rife to make his motion, but was more 
ttcttivinced be had been fporting with the Houfe, when he 
witnefled the folemn gravity with which the motion had 
been feconded. Mn Martin declared that he had received 
one of the papers containing forty names ; that it had, not 
infiuemced his. ballot in theleaft; and that he thought it would 
•lib lan idle-piece of buflnefs to have their old fervant brought 
iErooi'the door and placed at the bar of the-Houfe. 

^Mr» Francis anfwered, that he was not aware cif having Mr.FrancI* 
«difeov6rdB more gravity than ufual when 'he feconded the 
"inotioii — ^but'be this as it might, the wit of the honourable 
'^tentleman would, doubtlefs, opperite upon him as an anti- 
rdote'to allferioufnefs, 

"Mr/5A^/^tfw,cenfuring.themiftatements of his ai^umeht, Mr. ShcrU 
-<oi?«plained of the right honourable gentleman's having^*"* 

S lilted 'him out as as a perfon apt to treat that Houfe with 
fait and contempt. Nothing, he added, could be farther 
■''fitim'his intentions, andas he had not the great abilities, the 
'JpO^^tr, the influence of tJffice, nor the other circumftances 
• '^'at right honourable gentleman poflefled, to recommend him 
''titfthe'good opinion of the'Hpufe, the righr honourable gcntle- 
xnan, he hoped, would not take from him his only pofleffion, 
•ai'Tnoft fnjcere refpeft 'for the Houfe and all its members. 
Mr. 'Sheridan added, that he differed in one point from his 
right* honourable friend near him ; he meant to have hallotcU, 
though an enemy to the bill, but he had been prevented by 

* :iccrdent. 

The Attorney General begged leave to remind gentlemen of a '^^^ Attor 
'faiSl: which they feemed to have either forgotten or overlooked ; "^^ ^^^^"^ 
'ind this was,' that theHoufeof Commons did not, in reality, 
"eteft the" Court of Judicature; they did not even elefl: fuih 
t)f ' Iheir own members as were to make a part of it. The 
•aft direfted ' them to return forty or more, of whom they 
' chbfe'by ballot to return ; and if they returned more tbrtn 

* forty, 'pother eledlion by baHot Tcfte^ in. the hands of the 

* Judges^ d^ermine who the forty fliould be. 
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Mr. Jollirc. .^j.^ 7(;//J^ contended, that the heft way for the right ho- 
nourable and learned gentlemen, andthofe near them, to prove 
their own arguments, and to rivet convidlion upon theHoufe, 
that the complaint was frivolous and ill founded, would be 
to call the doorkeeper to the bar> and proceed to his exami- 
nation. 
^r.VaaTit- Mr. Vanjitiart remarked, that he trufled the'conduftof 
*"^ the Houfe, in refpeft to tJjLC ballot, as well as the very refpdl- 

able names returned, would give pefedk fatisfaiSlion in India, 
and convince the Britifli fubjedls in that part of the world, 
as well as the natives, that an impartial Court 6f Judicature 
was inftituted. 

At length the queftion was put, and the Houfe divided) 
when the numbers were, 

Ayes 38 

Noes 138 

The Houfe being refumed, 
Mr. Shcri- Mr. 5A^r/^« exfireffed his wifhes, that the motion con- 
**"• cerning the procedings, refpedling the propofed plan of for- 

tifying the dock-yards, would not occafion much debate, or 
even meet with refiftance ; but, previous to his making it^ 
he Ihould imagine it would prove right to call gentlemen's at- 
. tention back to the lituation in which the Houfe flood at that 
moment, in refpeft to the fubjecSl. They would pleafe to 
recoiled that the Minifter having given them to underftand 
that, previous to their being called upon to vote, that the 
50,000!. granted towards fortifications to be erefled for the 
defence of the dock-yards in 1784, fhould be fo applied, the 
whole matter fhould be referred to a Board of General 
Officers, naval as well as military, to inquire into the 
nature of the plan propofed, the poffibility of doine 
. without it, the neceffity for having it, the wifdo^m and 
policy of adopting it, and the expencc which it would 
ultimately incur. He fhould, alfo, beg leave to remind 
the Houfe of the turn of the argument of the right honou* 
rable gentleman, on the preceding Friday, when he for- 
mally announced his expedlation, that when the Ordnance 
eftimates were voted this feflion, the application of the 
50,0001. in hand would be defired; at that time the right 
honourable gentleman liad faid, that the Houfe would nit 
now have the bare word of an individual, or of any Minifter 
to rely on ; but the report and unanimous opinion of a Board 
of the moft refpeftable nature ever inftituted, a Board com- 
pofed of the firft charadlers, in the naval and military line, 
now in being. What then (added Mr. Sheridan) was his 
^dlonifliment, and what muft have been the aftonmimentof 
the Houfe, to find an honourable General, a member of thjit 
.• .- Boardy rife \n his place and ftatl'^ coT\tx2AvQ. iKe rl^ht ho-. 
noufable gentleman, bv denyin^x!d'^X.t\vftt^tAx.Q'i>Ct»o^^ 
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of tSiat B(£ird had been fuch as the right honourable gentle- 
man had defcribed, or that thofe opinions warrante'd any fuch 
declaration as he had advanced. 

.The right honourable gentleman had rifen a fecond time 
and put the matter in iffue between him and the honourable 
General; challenging the judgement of the Houfe, and 
calling upon them to decide who was right and who wrong 
in liis aflertion ? Where was the poffibility for the Houfe 
to judge, without either evidence or means of direding 
their determination ? Aflertion flood againft aflertion ; and 
thev, altogether uninformed as to the real merits of the fzSt 
in iffuc, and perfeftly in the dark, yrere defired to decide > 
This was fo obvioufly abfurd, that he fliould have imagined^ 
' when the right honourable gentleman put the matter in 
iflue, he would, of himfelf, have furnifhed thofe who were 
^lled upon to give judgement, with the means of forming 
I their opinion : as he had not proceeded thus far, he meant 
[ .tp do it by his motion of that day, but concluding, that 
^ * great deal of matter improper to be laid before the Houfe, 
i i?*5ght be contained in the detail of the Report of the Board 
> of N^val and Military Officers, he had cautioufly foreborne 
\, to make his motion too extenfive; and had worded it fo as 
; to empow:er Minifters to lay fuch parts only of what papers 
f tjxc motion called for, before the Houfe, as might be placed 
•lipcm the table with the greateft fafety to the State. If, how- 
every his motion, in its prefent form, was to be found ob- 
^edionable, and lefs objeflionable words could be fuggeft- 
ed» he would readily adopt them ; and if the papers were 
^. forniflied, and bore out the right honourable gentleman 
in his aflertion, he would, for one, abandon all idea of 
op|)ofine the propofal to fuffer the money to be applied 
to fortifications. In conclufion, Mr. Sheridan moved for a 
€opY ^f ^^® appointment of the Board of Naval and Milita- 
ry Officers, of fuch parts of thefir inftrudlions, and of their 
Report, as His Majefty's difcretion might deem proper to be 
Blade public with perfeft confiftency to the fafety of the 
State* 

Mr. Windham fcconded the motion. 
\ Mr, Chancellor Pitt remarked, that he had liftened to the M. Chan- 
' •bftrvatipns of the honourable gentleman with more pleafure c*Jl*>rPitt. 
^md congeniality of fentiment than he expefted either to 
receive or feel; yet, though he joined with him in the 
main objedk of his argument, he muft proteft againft feme 
particular parts in which he could not think the honourable 
gentleman perfedtly correft in his fl:atement. Notwithftand- 
|ng that he could not fubfcribe to the opinion of the ho- 
iioiirable gentleman^ that the whole of the inftTu&\OTv^ ^\Nt.Tv 
^ ^> MyeA^ to the Hoard pf Officers inigVvt V\Xj[v fe.fevf 
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l^enude public ; b ecanfe » m ma&y iuQ^u»c;e$>, tjtiolp iailrac* 
tions Weivt to ver,y deUcate points, and wqre of a nature 
likely to give information to thofe who might be our cnemi^a 
id future, as would prove highly dangerous and detrim^Atal; 
^ay,. as they were in. fome cafes more delicate in their naX«re 
than even the Report itfelf, becaufe there were maay fug- 
gp&ions in them which the Report did not anfwer».the Board 
of Officers having found a better method of coming at the 
Report : yet ftill, fuch parts of the Report as could witj\ 
propriety be laid before the Houfe, it was highly oeccflary 
lit ihouid be in poi&i&on of, inor ihould he,, by any means^ 
endeavour to withhold them. He had certainly^ as the ho- 
nourable gentleman mentioned on a former (hy, obje<9:e4 
to a motion which feemed calculated to give the Houjfe infor- 
mation; but his realbn for doing fo was not to prevent in- 
formation from beipg obtained, but becaufe the queftion pro- 
|iofed was in fail nugatory; as it required the cominiflioii 
appointing the Duke of Richmond, Pre£dent of the Board of 
Officers, to be produced, whereas no fuch conimiflioQ had 
over been made out ; the inftrument by which his Grace had 
been appointed being the King's letter, . and the iame method, 
^od alfo been ufedto conilitute the other members of the 
£oard. He was furprifed to find, that the honourable geqUcn 
man had entertained an idea, that it was intended tohavecon^ 
cealed the names of the gentlemen who comprifed th^ fioajid 
of Officers ; for, if he remembered rightly, lie Iv^- oqi a 
former occafion, in fpeaking of the bufmefs, reUei&.oa .tht 
merit and refpe^ability of the members, as one. of Uie i(i^reft' 
pledges of the juflneis and accuracy of their Reggart^'and 
of the advantage arifing from this confideratioU} t^;ifrien4s ^ 
of the fortifications would be deprived, were the narri^ of the 
gentlemen to be concealed. It did not appear requiflte for 
bim to fay any thing more on the Report of the Board, and 
the different points to which it went, than he had already 
troubled the Houfe with upon a former occafion^ when ho 
fiated, that it had been referred to the Bpard to repoj-t^ 
whether a naval force fingly could give fuch efFe£tual ifica^ 
rity to our dock-yards as the naition might rely uponjwith 
confidence in the event of a future war; whether foch « fe- 
curity could be obtained by the affiilance of an army alon^ 
or by means of a naval and land force combined? To thoiib 
queflipns the Board had direftly and fpecifically anfwered -^ 
That thofe invaluable parts of the kingdom could not. 1m 
fufficiently fecured by either of the fuggefled modes of de* 
fence, not even ^y bo^ conjoined, without the aiiUlance of 
fortifications. 

He truAed that no argutncnts were now wanti^ tp pnovfib 
that it fv^ in thf m^i^ ^d o^m^xvgi ^^^v^^^ ' 
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ihe Bpard of Officers, that the meofure was now brought 
forward, and that their opinion was explicitly and clearly in 
•its Civour.' As to what the honourable gentleman thought 
proper to obferve touching the fenliments of the honourable 
General behind him, he muft beg leave to contend, that in 
this point, he had been extremely incorredl. The honour- 
able General had by no means even hinted, that the opinion 
oiF the Board was averfe from the fyftem of fortification; 
bat only declared, that their opinion was not, in his judge- 
tnent, in favour of the meafure to the extent in which he had 
fiated it. On this part of the queftion, however, he and 
the honourable General were at iffue, and the papers to be 
laid before the Houfe would prove fufficient to determine 
which of them was in the right. Concerning the expence 
of thofe works that were propofed, he muft appeal to the 
Houfe, whether it had been the compledlion and charadler of 
his political and minifterial conduct, to regard with indiffe*- 
Fence the interefts of the revenue, and the duties of public 
oeconomy ? Yet ftill anxious as he was to exert himfelf to the 
titmoft in favour of thofe great objeds (and he hoped that 
It would fliortly appear, that his exertions had been at- 
tended with confiderable fuccefs) he could, by no means 
confent, although for the very tempting profpeft of dimi- 
.aifliing the public debt, or relieving the burdens of the peo- 
ple to abandon an objefl of greater moment, than even the 
diminution of the debt or the relief of the fubje6l — ^the ne- 
ceflary defence of thofe naval magazines, our dock yards. — 
Re was glad to hear from the honourable gentleman a de- 
claration that did him fo much honour, as that he was ready 
to pledge himfelf, that if he fhould, on infjie^ting the pa- 
pers now moved for, £nd, that the buiinefs ftood upon the 
footing he had reprefented it, or fandtioned by the opiniori 
of the Board of Officers fairly and clearly coUefled, he 
^ould then abandon his oppofition — and for his part he was 
equally defirous of coming forward to meet tlie honourable 
gentleman with a Jdmilar pledge, which was — that if it 
mould appear, that the Report of the Board of Officers did 
not ^lly and explicitly juftify the meafure, he would* hinx- 
felf entirely relinquifh it, nor fhould he in that cafe require 
a (hilling from Parliament to carry it into execution. Upon 
the whole, he was fo perfedlly of the honourable gentleman's 
opinion, with regard to his motion, that he had prepared 
one of almoft an exactly £milar tendency, which he mould 
propoie to the honourable gentleman to adopt inftead of his 
own, not becaufe it was better adapted to the piirpofe, or 
any way properer in jitfelf, but becaufe in one inftance it was 
more accurate in point of form, becaufe vt 5ejc(aL^5t.^4L W\% 
Matje&y.to lay before the Houfe the cvrc\i\ar Uxt^T^\i'^ >n\v\c>x 
the Board had been conftituted ; wViUll. oiv \.\\e ^v\ve\ \i';ix\^'> 
Vol. XIX. Q^ ^^ 
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the motion of the horrourable gentleman, in co'nfesquence of 
his not poflf^ffing the fulleft intelligence relating to the fub- 
.je£l, required the commiffion, wben> to fpeak truly, it was 
not in being. 
6cn. Bur- General Burgoyne obferved that he had liftened with great 
goyne. pleafure to »the generality of the arguments of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman who fpoke laft. He was happy to find 
the matter in ifluc between them was likely to come foirly 
before the Houfe. There was only ©ne point rn doubt with 
him. The whole of the inflru6lions to the Board, in his 
©pinion, mfght be laid on the table with perfect fafety to the 
State. In the Report, he admitted, was much matter, of 
which the nature rendered it improper- to be made puWic, 
With regard to tbe fentiments of the members of the Board 
upon the points fubmitted to their judgement^ unlefs the 
^hole was before the Houfe. it was impoffible for the Houfe 
to determine juftFy, becaufe cafes, hypothetically put, admitted 
only of a direft anfwer, given under the admiflion of the Hy- 
potbeiis, whetber probable or barely poffible ; inftead of 
which, ibe Houfe ought to have before them all the data^ 
that they might judge whether the cafe, put hypothetic ally j 
was a cafe fufficiently within probability to deferve attention. 
He would by no means betray any ftaie fecref, or be guilty 
of a breach of the confidence under the feal of v/hich he 
ftood as a member of the Board in queftion, but, Without 
incurring the imputation of fpeaking unguardedly or daitge- 
roufly, he would fay; that ieveral of the cafes fubmitted 
were mtrt pojlalataj and hypothetically as extravagant as if 
it were aft.ed, Snppofe, by fome ftrange convulfion of na- 
ture, the ftrarts between Dover and Calais fhould be no 
more, but that the coafts fhould meet and unite, would it 
not be politic, expedient^ and abfplutely neceflary, to fortify 
the ifthmus, or neck of lairf, between "France and England ? 
Abford in the extreme as this hypothefis muft be, fevcrat 
which'were fubmitted to the Board appeared to him to have 
been equally extravagant and improbable : rn fhort, fo much 
beyond all bounds of reafon, that it would be madnefs for 
that Houfe to vote away the public money to a large amount, 
merely becaufe to fuch hypotbfstical cafes an unnnimows opi- 
nion in the afiirmatrve had been given. He had ever enter- 
tained an high opinion of the military fkill of the noble 
Duke at the head of the Ordnance; but he had found him 
more expert and fcientifiain engineciing than his partiality 
bad faggefted, infomuch, that be faimfelf, though he had 
ijpent a great p»rt of his life in the pradice of ta£ties, and all 
tbe attendant circumftances, had returned from the Board 
with more lights upon the fubje^ of engineering than he had 
carried with him to it» HU o]^ulon of the noble Duke, 
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therefore, as a military char;t<Sler, was much heightened ; 
and, in what he might in future find it nece^ry to fay, he 
hegged he might not be fuppofed to mean any thing perfonaL 
He fhoaldy hereafter, probably take the liberty of troubling 
the Houfe much more at length with bis opinion on the fub- 
jeA, and therefore it might not be amifs to lay in his claim^ 
when the inftruSions came before the Houfe, to treat them as 
freely as the King's fpeach, generally confidered there as the 
fpeech of the Minifter,.was cuftomarily treated in that Houfe. 
In fupport of this c)aim« he muft beg leave to remark that 
there was a mode of forming a fyllogilm by multiplying and 
branching out the main proportion into numerous pofitions, 
and placing it in a variety of points of view by means of quf- 
tions fo put, that human reafon could not withhold their a£r^ 
inative alfent to any one of them, and yet every man's mind 
muft deny the general refult deduced. And, upon this occa- 
fion, he jQi^tered himfelf that the Ho^fe would give him cre- 
dit for not confidering the queftion relative to fortifications 
with- any party impreffion or bias. The queilion was beyond 
the re^ch of party, it was, in his mind, the moft important 
and the moft int^refting, whether confidered as an ofiicial, a 
financial^ or a conftitutional queftion, that ever cnme before 
Parliament. He, who made it a party queftion, was unworthy 
to lie he heard upon it. In conclufion, General Burgoyne 
begged leave to know whether Adminiftation defigned to give 
the' Houfe the whole of the infiru£lions, ot only a detached 
part. 

Mr. Chflttfellor Pitt anfwered, that lie muft beg leave to Mr. Char^j 
contend that the argument of the honourable General was ^-^^^ *'"'? 
fo far fetched as not to be capable of illullration, except by 
fuppofing a coi)Vu|fion of nature^ or fo abfurd an (vent as the 
junftion of Dover and Calais, by a new created iithmus. — 
Could the Houfe pofiibly imagine th^t the moft refpeftable 
Board of land and fea officers that ever fat were likely to be 
impofed upon by fuch frivolous and vifionary hypothefes. — 
As for the honourable General himfelf, all, acquainted with 
his unrivalled fkill in all the departments of literature, as well 
as of war, knew very, well that no logical fubtllty could pof- 
fibly fb far triumph over hisrejifon, at to lead him on through 
a feries of inquiry and inveftigation by means of fuch data 
anjl hypotjiefes as were in themfelyes undpnia!)Ie and felf 
evidenft, but which tended to a conclufion, which, though it 
could not be refuted by argument, the mind was yet deter- 
mzff^^/ to deny.— And it wa§ ftill'more inexplicable how fuch 
m impofition could bepra(9ifed under tlie diredlion of a per- * 
fen whOj'high as he before flood in thf? opinion of the honou* 
rable General, was raijed ftill hi<^her by hi« conduS at thjit ^ 

B6ardj aniJ from whom, enlightened as iht hotiO\rtu^\t Ci^wti- 
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ral's tnmcl had already been, he hadTeceived frefb. elucidation 
and improvement. — With refpedt to the honourable General's 
aflTertion that the report of the Board was founded upon ima<» 
ninary cafes, he felt himfelf juflified in replying, that he was 
ready to meet him upon this ground ; for, though there were 
many hypothefes fubmitted to them» yet, upon the grand 
queftion of the necefiity and propriety of the fortifications, 
the'u- opinions were unqualified and fpecific. Nay, the Report 
, itfelf, (and that in a part of it where the Board were unani- 
mous, and which of courfe muft have had the confent of the 
honourable General) did arrange the fubjeft matter of their 
, inquiry in fuch a manner, as fhould extend it to fuch objefls, 
and fuch objects alone, as were neceflary for their difcufiion. 
In Fox. Mr. Fox declared, that he liad entertained the hope that 
the candid obfervations of his honourable friend (General 
Burgoyne) would have met with that liberal fpecies of ani- 
madverfion which he really thought they defervcd. There 
was nothing which had fallen from him which femed to jufti- 
ify either the expreffion or infinuation that he had bpen led, Aep 
by ftep, from deduftion,to a refult which he was determined 
not to admit. Nobody would fufpeft that he was inclined ta 
fpeak difrefpedlfully of his relations, but he knew the manner 
' of reafoning of the noble Duke who prefided at the board, 
and that it was his method to lead the mind infenfibly through 
the medium of certain propofitions which it might not be 
difpofed to controvert, unwarily to conclufions in which it 
could not acquiefce. 
aptain Captain Bowyer exprefled his difapprobatten of the produc- 

^^^^'^' tion of the papers intended to be laid before the Houfe. He 
was fufpicious they would convey information to the natural 
enemies of this country, 
aptiin Captain Macbride was of opinion, that nothing was to be 

lacbndc dreaded from this circumftance. He was firmly convinced, 
that the fafety of this country depended fo much on its naval 
force, and fo little on its external fortification, that \\q did 
not care though, all the papers which belonged to this Board 
of Inquiry were lodged for infpeftion in the Marine Office* 
at Paris. 

Mr. Sheridan's motion was then withdrawn, and the Chan« 

cellor of the Exchequer's fubilituted in ijts place, which was. 

carried unanimoufly. 

ff. Foic. Mr. Fox hoped the Ordnance eftimates would not be brought 

forward in confequeoce of the produAion of the above papers. 

on Monday, as originally intended. 

fr. Chan- Mr. Ctancellor Pitt did not wiflx to urge this point, but 

sUorFiti.'faw reatbn for poftponing it to a a^ore mftant period -thaiii 

Wednefday. 
>. Conrt' Mr, Courtemy moved for the,proda£lior^ t& the^opy of the( 
eAimates o( the engineers at PoitSpftouvX^v fci^ \i\x\\S\iv^ \at- 
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■ tificatioiiR, together with the Report thereon of the epjiii^ei^ 
of the Tower, which was agreed to ncm^ co.u 
Adjourned* 

Friday^ 17 th February. 

Mr. Jenkinfon remarked, that, having on a preceding day Afr. Tfn- 
intimated his eanieft wiflies to draw the attention of the Junf^n. 
Houfe to a fubjeA of much importance to the commerce of 
this country, he muft now beg leave to afk if it was their 
pleafure that he fliould open his motion, or defer it to ano- 
tbcc occafion. [Here fome gentlemen cried out " hear him,** 
and he immediately proceeded*] He faid that the buliners to 
which he alluded referred to two fubjedls, both of which 
were intimately connected. Firft, the intercourfe bLiwcca 
His Majefty's Weft-India iflands and the United States of 
North America ; and fecondly, the intercourfe between the 
(aid United States and His Majefty's Euroi)ean dominions. 
Very heavy and violent complaints had been made, as well 
by the people of Jamaica and the other iflands in thu ^Vt.ir 
Indies as by their agents here, againft the reft ricl ions, con* 
fining the importation into thofe iflands by Britiili-built 
veflels navigated according to law ; nor could he adopt an 

• cafier mode of proving how groundleflly the complaints were 
urged, than by informing the Houfe what the operation of 
tbefe regulations was. The imports into Jamaica^ during 
the laft, three years, were one third greater than in any of 
the laft feven years previous to the war. Bread and flour fo 
abounded in the ifland, notwithftanding the hurricane, tliat 
the Qovernor was obliged to iflTue an order prohibiting the ex-» 

' portation of provifions to any of the neighbouring foreigu 
' iflands ; a needlefs injundtion, if they themfelves had not en* 
joyed plenty at ;the moment. In the exportation of rum 
allOy the ten laft years became by far the moft profperous. 
Lumber, ftaves, and fuch other articles as fell under the de-? 
Icription of allowed imports, were likewife as abundant 2,% 
ever, though ibmewhat dearer, becaufe they came dearer no\y 
to the Americans themfelves. Thefe were certainly very 
agreeable effedls of the regulations, but their political ad- 
vantagies to this country were equally great. Exclufive of 
the fecurity and f^tisfaftion which the merchants of this 
country muft experience from difcoverlng that when they 
did- not ftipply the freight, they had at leaft the advantage of 
iifing their ownveflels; they had reafon to. exult over thci 
trnploymient of |ui additional body of no lefs than 4000 fea« 
mea^' and upwards of 700 vefTels, and to conflder fuch a 
circmnfiance as of the higheft public utility. There wcre^ 
however, two reafons which induced him, on lYva ^tefeYvX.^^-^ 

• mS^B^rnti^f so Mk (he power to reinairv mt^x W\^ "^-^^ 
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jcfty to continye the regulations, than to bring thiem to a 
final conclaflon by an a61: of Parjiament. He' underftood 
(not from oflBcial information, but fro^ii report) that tliere 
was another petition, now figned by thq inhabitants of Ja- 
maica, againft the continuance of this fyftem, which, he 
would not preclude from difcuffion by a previous determina^ 
tion ; rather wifhing that all thofe who afExed to it their fig- 
natures might enjoy more time to become reconciled to the 
meafures by the extenfion of its benefits and the aflbrance of 
its advantages. With refpeft to the more important, or, at 
leaft, more intricate, confideration of the ftate of our com- 
merce with the United States of North America, he (hould 
obferve, that their veflels, notwithftan'ding their feparation 
from this country, were not only on a footing with the vef- 
fels of the moft favoured nation, but abfolutely on equal 
terms with thofe of our own fubjefts. They reforted to our 
harbours precifely under the fame advantages, except, per- 
haps, that, after foreign voyages, they underwent fomewha^ 
of a more ftrift examination. On the other hand, their re- 
turn for thefe favours was of the moft extraordinary kind, as 
there was np country againft which their prohibitions v^ere 
fo fevere, or their conducSl fo violent- He felt an ardent wiffi 
that thefe might meet with full leifure and ample time id 
confider how much their own intereft depended on the en- 
couragement of Britifh commerce. With Portugal they had 
no trade, and ftill lefs with Spain. In the Mediterranean 
they could not venture from too well-grounded apprehenfions 
of the corfairs; and, almoft with the individual exception of 
tobncco, their principal articles were, not, by the words of 
the treaty, to be imported eijther into Old France or any of 
its iflands. But the circumftance of all others the moft An- 
gular and ftriking was, that, although deprived of any other, 
market for their fait fifli, except through the Britifti fettle- 
ments, they refufed to fufFer Britifli veflels to go for the 
purpofe of buying of them this commodity. Having men- 
tioned the inftruftions fent by various States to the general 
Gongrefs, relative to an arrangement of commerce with 
Great Britain, the majority of which were extremely abfirrd| 
and, of all others, the moll ridiculous was that of oneState, 
which recommends articles to be figned whenever Congrefs 
were unanimous on the fubjeft, Mr. Jenkinfen expiiefled' 
his carneft hopes that matters might' remain in their prefent 
ftate, at leaft for another year, and therefore begged leave 
to move, " That an adl, made in the t^'ehty-thira yefir of 
<« the reign of His prefent Majefty,' enti|i^," * An Adk for 
*^ preventing certain Inftrutnentk from bejng req^iretf^from' 
'^ Ships belbng'mg to theUmteA-Stlte^ of Ameri<!a<- aft'd'tt^ 
^^ give to His MajeftV, for a\it3Cv\iefiLT\mt^ e^xfeiC-'?^;^?^ 
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f* for the better carrying on Trade and Commerce between 
f* the Sobjedls of His Majefiy's IDominions and the Inliahi- 
" tants of the faid United States,' might be read;" and the 
taane was read accordingly. 

Mr, Jenkinfon next moved, " That an aft, mnde in the 
ff twenty-fourth year of the reign of His prefunt Majelly, 
". entitled, * An A6t to extend the Powers of an Ad, made 
fVin.the twenty-third Year of His prefent Majefty, for 
^* giving His Majefty certain Powers for the better carrying 
* oa Trade and Commerce between the Subjefts of His 
f^ Majefty*s Dominions and the Inhabitants of the United 
*^ States of America, to the Trade and Commerce of tliia 
f' Kingdom with the Britifli Colonies and Plantations in 
?* America^ with.refpeft to certain Articles therein msn- 
" tipned,* might be read ;" and the fame being read accord- 
ingly, it was ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, 
for farther continuing the faid afts, for a time to be limited; 
and that Mr. Jenkinfon, Mr. Attorney (ieneral, and Mr. 
Solicitor General, do prepare and bring in the fame. 

Mr. Burke now rofe, and requcfted that the Journals of Mr. Burkr. 
the year 1782 might be confulted for the forty-fourth and 
forty-fifth refolutions of the 29th of May. Thefe were 
now read, and are as follow : 

. *^ That for the purpofe of conveying entire convi6tion to 
f* the minds of the native princes, that to commence hofti- 
f* lities without juft provocation againft them, and to purfue 
f^ (chemes of conqueft and extent of dominion, are meafures 
" repugnant to the wifli, the honour, and the policy of this 
** riation, the Parliament of CJrcat Britain fhould give Ibmc 
*^ fignal mark of its difpleafure againft thofe, in vv^hatever 
" d^ree entrufted vvith the charge of the Eaft-India Com- 
f* paay's affairs, who fliall appear wilfully to have adopted 
** or countenanced a fyftem tending to infpire a reafonable 
^ diftrufl of the moderation, juftice, and good faith of the 
f* Britifli nation.'* 

** That Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General of 
U Bengal, and William Hornfby, Efquire, Prefident of the 
f' Council at Bombay, having, in fundry inftances, adfed in 
f* a manner repugnant to the honour and policy of this na- 
•* tion, and thereby brought great calamities on India, and 
" enormous expences on the Eaft-India Company, it is the 
f* duty of the Direftors of the faid Company to purfue all 
f* l^al and effedlual means for the removal of the faid Go- 
** vernor General and Prefident from their relpedlive offices, 
^ and to recal them to Great Britain.** 
\ ..Mn Burke now faid, that it was not without confiderable 
uneafinefs that he difcovered that the tafk of introdv\evT\^ \a 
the attention of the Houfe the folemn aiid impoTX;vivt\i\x^vcv^^^ 
" "■ ' ov 
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of the day was on the point of falling to his lot, when (as 
all to whom he had the honour of addreffing himfelf would 
certainly allow) it might have been brought forward, in the 
plentitude of weight and efBcacy, by the right honourable 
member, (Mr. Dundas) whofe propofitions were the very 
bails of the refolution, the contents of which had only in 
the preceding moment been recited. A party, of all others, 
the moil interefted in the awful progrefs and ultimate reftilt 
of any proceedings which might arife, had, with becoming 
dignity of chara^er, called firmly on him to advance his 
charges ; and fo pointed was the nature of his invocation, 
that it rendered it impolfible for him to evade the execution 
of his duty. Under thefe circuinftaaces> moft feelingly did 
he lament, that, as the unwelcome confequence of a devolu- 
tion, caufed partly by the natural demifeof fome, the -poli- 
tical deceal'e of others, and, in particular eafes, a deadi to 
virtue and to principle, he fliould n©w remain alone-engaged 
in the attempt to keep the honour and the confiftcncy of the 
Houfe in their unfullied luftre, to impart vigour to its inten- 
tions, and to facilitate and fix the efficacy of a fentence, 
fublecjuent to the paflTing of which a period of four years had 
actually elapfed. On the prefent occaCon, he truftcd that; 
in common juftice, he fliould not be confidered in any other 
charader than as the mere agent of the Houfe, who, at the 
very time to which he' referred, had fixed upon Mr* Haf- 
tings a» an ohjeft of their particularly marked and formal ac- 
cufations. His province, therefijre, was fubordinste, con- 
fining- him within the neceffary endeavour to accelerate the 
accomplrfliment of a point aimed at moft indubitably by the 
Houfe, and which ought, perhaps, much earlier to have 
been fulfilled. Whofoever a6bed under the fandliori of the 
authority of the Houfe might certainly, without arrogance^ 
affert a claim to its protei^ioil, as far at leaft as the word 
proteftion would bear to fee interpreted as that candid and 
honourable conftruftion of a procedure to which all, deter- 
mined upon the pureft and moft unaffailable adherences to 
what they deemed a re&itude of condu6l, were thoroughly 
entitled. For the purpofe of rendering the whole Houfe 
(but more efpecially its new-ele6ted members) poflefTed of a. 
full idea concerning the nature of every preceding vote Which 
bore affinity to the tranfaftions and affairs of India, he mvft 
beg the favour of carrying the recoUeftion of thole to whom 
he had the honour of addrefling himfelf to matters of a re- 
moter date J a review, during which, fenfible of the impro- 
priety of trefpaffing too long upon their attention, he fhoul3! 
confult as much as poffible a brevity in his defcriptions.— 
They wight remember that, during the courfe of the year 
/7(54j or, at leaftj near to ihivt \>^r\oA^ ^\vfe ^t^^-^cv^jL^^xsta- 
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pany difpatched Lord Clive to their fettlements ii> that quar- 
ter^ for the purpofe of there becoming inftrumental to the 
introdudion and eflablifhment of certain principles of Go- 
vernment, llien regarded as indifpenfably requifite for preferv- 
ing, in lefs precarious fecurity, and amidft the influence of a 
wi(er policy, the territorial pofleffions of Great Britain. The 
fncoefles of this noble Lord furpafled even the fanguine ex- 
pe£bitions of thofe who were inclined to give him credit for 
achievements of the firft importance ; and with fuch afto- 
nifliing rapidity did the moft extenfive and rich domains of 
this almoft completely vanquifhed region become appurte- 
nances to our Eaft'-India Company, that mankind were left 
at a lofs whether moft to wonder at the fudden inundations 
of profperity, or the at-once-accumuiated riches which 
marked the brilliancy and vigour of its exiftence. From 
this aera did opulence bring forward one of its too cuftomary 
and baneful effe6ls, by throwing open all the channels of un- 
governable corruption.. The moft enormous abufes were in 
a moment piled, each upon the other, till every fpot of Bri- 
tiOi territories in the £aft Indies became a ftiocking theatre 
o£ that variety of crimes, to which the luft of avarice and 
ambition fo frequently impels the worthlefs part of human 
kind. Difgrace became naturally interwoven with the com- 
miffion of enormities ; the honour of Engliftimen not only 
loft its liiftre, but received an ignominious ftain ; and, whillt 
the Princes of the Eaft confidered with deteftation the vio- 
lent and unpardonable meafures of the fubje£ts of Great Bri- 
tain, the States of Europe, with equal indications of abhor- 
rence, adopted and difperfed their fentiments. When Lord 
dive returned to England, it was deemed abfolutely requifite 
to inveft, with the prefidency of the Council at Calcutta, 
and the governorftiip of Bengal, fome perfon to whom the 
principles of Government in the Eaft Indies, as arranged and 
confolidated into a fyftem by the noble Peer, were not barely 
intixnately known, but perfeSly congenial; and, doubtlefs, it 
was for this reafon that Mr. Warren Haftings became re- 
nioved from Madras to the government of Bengal. In this 
trainj the tendency of which was obvious, affairs proceeded, 
until the Parliament, grown fenfible of the necefSty of fcru- 
tinizing their merits by the moft ferious and ample inveftiga- 
tions, threw open and continued their inquiries concerning 
the a^ual ftate, whether upon a general or a particular 
ground, of the Company in the Eaft Indies. From one pe- 
riod to another, feveral Committees were appointed ; and va- 
rious proceedings alfo took place, in confequence of their Re- 
ports. At laft, during a moment, which was the dreadful 
prelude to one of the bittereA and moft d\fgcacti\xV to \!cv^ 
mtioaul misfortunes, the war againft Amexka bMift. ^oxx^% 
yoL.XIK R ^^^^^ 
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yet,. even through the continuation of hoftilities, upon our 
iide, at once frantic and ineffe£lual, the (ituation of affairs in 
the Eaft Indies, far from having been forgotten, became a fre- 
quent objeft of the clofe attention of the Houfe of Commons, 
-who, in the year 1781, thought fit to eftablifli, in two fepa- 
rate and totally diftinft departments, a Secret and a Seleft 
Committee, A right honourable and learned gentleman 
(Mr. Dundas) was, upon this occafion, placed ajt the head of 
the Secret Committee ; and particularly, from his inveftiga- 
tions and propofitions, had refulted a well-known firing of 
refolutions, from amongft which he (Mr. Burke) had juftfe- ■ 
lefted one concerning Warren Haflings and William Horn- 
by, Efquires; a refolution not couched in terms which could 
at i\l fuffer even the flightefl equivocal interpretation, but 
conveying againfl them, as powerfully as it was pof&ble for 
words to point the meaning, the mofl direft accufation of 
negligence of duty,' and of improper proceedings throughout 
the courfe of their enjoyment of high official fituatiqns. 
Surely it was a theme for univerfal aflonifhment, that when 
the right honourable and learned gentleman had difcovered, 
from an acute and indefatigable invefligatioi^ of occurrences, 
that even every tittle of this flriking refolution was grounded 
upon the flrong foundations of the mofl unanfwerable truths, 
he fhould, with a degree of coldnefs almofl approaching to 
indiflference, have remained contented with the inactive fe- 
quel of his great and arduous tafk which, at its conclufion, 
{diffimilar, indeed, from its extraordinary and fpirited begin- 
ning and procedure !) funk into little more than a faint per- 
fuafion to the Houfe to adopt and vote the refolution. An 
honourable gentleman (General Smith) at prefent not enjoy- 
ing a feat among the Commons, moved, on a former occa- 
fion, for the Sele<9: Committee, when another honourable 
gentleman (Secretary to the Board of Control). fecondeAth? 
motion : and, certainly, it would have appeared becoming ia 
this honourable gentleman, if he had fubmitted the matter to 
the fcrious attention, and not have left him (Mr. Burke) to 
engage in a maUer which was more peculiarly and.immedit 
ately his own province. Of the Seleft Committee (Mr. 
Burke added) that he was an unworthy member ;* but he 
could venture to aflert, that although he, or even his aflbci- 
;ites, might have been outft ripped by others in thofe vigorous 
and deeply-fcrutinizing powers of the mind, fo greatly benefi- 
cial when it is necefTary to unravel a vafl and intricate com-: 
bination of occurrences, at once important and alarming, yet 
no perfons whatfoever could hav,e exceeded theiis jii ZQal and 
affiduity. From the mofl unabated and ardent atteiiition, tnaf 
nifeiled by the Committees to e^er^ T^o\t\x t\]\^tCk\\Xfiito;thieu[ 
ppiiffon, jtad arifen an imn\enfe liA Ns^\V^\%^%A\wi^^ ^ 



i: iy86. DEBATES. 123 

tvid^ince, forming, indeed, amoft voluminous pile of Report* 
br the table of the Houfe, yet not lefs than highly intereft- 
ng throughout every part of its amazing bulk, although the 
aboars of 'liny feven preceding Committees had fallen con- 
ideiably fhort of fo extended and compreheniive an arrange- 
nent» That fuch abfolutely was the cafe could not, in fair 
iigument, be difproved, even by a noble and learned Lord, 
lijdily diftinguifhed on account of the pre-eminence of his 
kffice, yet more an objedk of celebrity as being in the full 
rigour of great influence, and extraordinary talents ; nor lefs 
rotlfpicuoiis as keeper of the royal confcience ; in which fingular 
md exalted charadler he thought proper to obferve, in an 
rnguft allembly, that the Reports of this Houfe concerning 
lie iitaation of affairs in the Eaft Indies, were fcarcely of 
nore confideration than idle fables\ thus treating them like 
lie fanciful adventures of Robinfon Crufoe, or the wild chi- 
neras of any writers of romance ! But neither wit nor 
jdicule, from howfoever brilliant or venerated a quarter they 
night proceed, could invalidate the nature and force of theie 
Sports; and therefore, in defiance of either tlic keen feverity 
)f raillery at once unmerited and groundlels, or the impofmg 
ilauiibility of an infidious ftile of argument, fliould he reft 
lis own particular accufation againft Mr. Hallings, as a de- 
linquent of the firft magnitude, upon the united authority of 
iie very heavy charges to which he ftands expofed in thefe 
Eleports, and of the ftring of refolutions remaining upon the 
oumals of the twenty-eighth of May, in the year 1782; 
I matter which, coolly and impartially confidered, muft to- 
ally eixempt him from the imputation of prefling more upon 
Jie attention of the Houfe than they already had admitted 
md declared. One ftriking proof that the Commons of 
3reat Britain had not, amidft their inveftigations of the af- 
airs and occurrences in the Eaft Indies, proceeded with ei- 
:her precipitation or wantonnefs, or without the moft delibe- 
•ate and found advice, and that their labours were deemed 
entitled to very high regard, might fairly be deduced (in fa6V, 
lie premifes would not admit a different conclufion) from 
he honourable manner in which, at the clofe of the feffion of 
1782, the fubjedl was recommended, in a fpeech from tha 
rhrone, as calling for the ftridleft parliamentary inveftiga- 
:ibns. Nor did this example ftand long alone. It was fol- 
ow^ by a fecond, not lefs pointed and convincing, when, 
Tom the fame exalted quarter, exprefSons, particularly gra- 
uOus, were dropped, in favour of the progrefs made by the 
Floufe, at the opening of the enfuing feffion, with refpeft to 
Ui examination into the nature of meafures and occurrences 
n the Eaft Indies. Having read to the HowVe t\\^ ^^X\"\&.% 
Fztim tb^ fpeeches in guefiion, Mr. Burke icm^iVe^, \\v2X\>cv^^ 
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ought to operate as an irrefiftible incitement to their follow-^ 
ing up the point until they ihould have detefted every va^ 
rious delinquency, and brovight the moft criminal ofFenders 
to exemplary atonements. In explanation of the piocefe 
whereon he meant to enter with refpedk to Mr. Haftings, 
againft whom, with a degree of warmth amounting^to an ap» 
pearance of defiance, he had been loudly called upon to ad- 
vance his accufation, (and againft whom he certainly fhould 
advance it, were the papers for which he meant to move 

' thrown open to his infpedtion,) he muft* beg leave to remind 
the fioufe, that three feveral examples of the rnode of pro- 
ceeding againft ftate delinquents were on record ; and that, 
according to the exigencies of particular cafes, each had been, 
at different periods, adopted. The firft was a direftion to 
the Attorney General to profecute. From this meafure, 
Mr. Burke faid, he muft acknowledge himfelf totally averie^ 
becaufe he had reafon to believe that the honourable and 
learned gentleman, now vefted in that high official fituation, 
to which his truly refpedlable character and profeflional abi- 
lities rendered him equal, in every fenfeof the expreffion,did 
not difcover any zealous inclination to fupport the point in 
queftion, and bring it forward under the weight and fan£^ion 
of his powers, to imprefs tlie Houfe with a due fenfe of the 
meafures which it behoved them to purfue, in order to bring 
delinquents (fhould fuch be found) to fignal punifhmentf: * 
nor, indeed, did he conceive that a trial by jury was, of all 
others, the moft unexceptionable and beft-devifed for the. 
purpofe of obtaining ample juftice againft an offender fo great . 
and elevated (if opulence, talents and connexions could ele- 
vate) as the perfon whom he felt it as his duty, on this occa- 
fion, to purfue. As little was he prepoflefled in favour of 
an application to the Court of King^s Bench, from an. idfeii 
that the magnitude of the trial (which he anxioufly wiflied 
to have brought forward in that fhape, which would the mofl 
eertainly facilitate the progrefs and ultimate decifioni of im- 
partial juftice) would overwhelm the varying multitude ^ 
lefler caufes of meum and tuum^ aflault and battery, conver- 
fion and trover, trefpafs and burglary, together with an in* 
numerable tribe of different mifdemeanors. Contendingi 
therefore^ (as he defcribed himfelf) againft the mode of pro^ 
fecuting through the Attorney General, againft a trial by 
jury, and againft the inftitution of a fuit in the Court' of 
King's Bench, it might naturally be afked, whether he would 
wifli to introduce a bill of pains and penalties, and to colleft 
the evidence which fuch a mode might render requilite? 
To this queftion he fhould not hefitate to reply, that the pro- 
cedure muft prefs, with the feverity of injuftice, ispon th& 

party . proiecutcdy and taraiiih, *m lao %\^ teg:^!i^^2feR>^\v^- 
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rz6kcr and honout^ble dignity of the Houfe ; of which the 
members would thus appear to prefent themlelves a motley 
fct, at one moment in the capacity of accufers, and at another 
moment in the deciding rank of judges : and, certainly, it 
appeared an a£k of violence to force a fuppofed criminal into 
an anticipation of his defence, and to order him to attend, 
together with his counfel, at the bar, for tlie purpofe of 
flating (in the prefence of an aflembly, the members of 
^which prepofteroufly prefided in the two-fold capacity of ac- 
cufers and of judges) to what ground he meant to refort for 
proofs of his innocence, when required to enter upon his ex- 
culpation in another place ; the forms and rules of which, 
exaiii^ing evidences on oath, were more within the fpiiit of 
the cuftomary praSice of judicial trials. His invincible ob- 
jedion to a bUl of pains and penalties would of courfe lead 
him to the propofition of another mode; and this, at once 
antie&tand conftitutional, was a procedure by a bill of im- 
peachment; yet, even in the adoption of this meafure, he 
would not endeavour to introduce the ufual pradtice of firil 
mbving an immediate bill of impeachment, and next infti- 
tuting a Committee for the purpofe of difcovering and ar- 
ranging articles, in order that they might ferve as its foun- 
dation : a recourfe which, in his humble opinion, carried with 
it an appearance of warmth and prejudice exceedingly re- 
. pngnant to the juftice, dignity, and honour of the Houfe. 
With their permiffion, he ihould move for papers, from the 
contents of which he would endeavour to colleft the feveral 
articles into their neceffary points of view ; and when thefe 
ihould, in the contemplation of the Houfe, feem (as, without 
• .nmcour, and, in the cool fpirif of impartial juftice, he could 
venture to intimate his belief that they would feem) charges 
of aki atrocious nature, he then defigned to move for an im- 
peachment at the bar of the Houfe of Lords. This grave 
and folemn meafure would not only prove congenial with the 
weight and high authority of the reprefentatives of the Peo- 
ple of Great Britain, but moft powerfully contribute to the 
attainment of all the aweful and decifive coiifequences which 
could arife from juftice. On this occafion it was fuperfluous 
to dwell upon the indifputable neceiEty of afting with the 
moft guarded caution and the cooleft impartiality. In the 
▼ery moment when an accufer brought his charges againft 
another, was he, in a confiderable degree, himfelf ftanding 
under a ftate of accufation ! Confcious how religioufly he 
- was obliged to a6V upon the fureft grounds, he chofe the line 
: of condu6b to which he now alluded, perfuided that this, of 
■ all others, might be purfued, without the leaft danger of 
either plunging into error, encroaching upon ihft 'jmxvX^j cj!L 
hw by violent oppreBoBf, ox deviating, m-an^ cafc^itomxfeax 
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invariably equitable point to which the courfe of real juftice 
perpetually ran. He lamented (but he felt it unavoidable) 
that the inquiry muft become perfonal; nor was he now to 
learn, that if, in the prefent inftance, the people of India 
could be permitted to make a choice, they would prefer pro- 
cedure, of which the refult might difcover the exiftence of 
peculation, yet not reveal the peculator; might bring into 
the face of day the proofs of fcandalous corruption, yet- hide 
equally, from all inquiring eyes, the corruptor and the cor- 
rupted ; might make it manifeft with what invincible fatality 
the torrent of outrageous vice broke down and daihed away 
each obftacle before it, yet kept the vicious individuals en- 
tirely concealed from human penetration ; and, in a word, 
might imitate the verdift of a coroner; declare that murder 
had taken place ; but add, that it was committed by perfons 
unknowns. For the purpofe of tracing peculation to the pe-» 
culator, corruption to the corruptor, and vice to the vicious^ 
were the various Committees employed from time to time in 
obedience to the votes and orders of the Houfe; gind the. re- 
fult was, that the Committee, at which a fpirited and truly 
irreproachable individual (Mr. Gregory) prefided, during the 
courfe of three fucceffive years,, did (as well as two fubfe- 
queht Committees) declare^ that it was impoffible for the 
Government in the Eaft Indies to be foul, and the head of 
Government pure. Under all thefe circumftances, and 
keeping in his view the refolution of the Hdufe accufatory of 
, Mr. Haftings, Mr. Burke declared that he ftiould confider 
himfelf juftified in all his fucceeding motions, of which the 
firft would be, 

** That copies of all correfpondence, fince the month of 
** January 1782, between Warren Haftings, Efquire, late 
^* Governor General of Bengal, and the Court of Diredors^ 
^< as well before, as fince the return of the faid Governor 
** General, relative to the prefents, and other money, parti- 
*' cularly received by the faid Governor General, be laid be* 
" fore this Houfe." 

Mr. Windham feconded this motion. 

Alderman Alderman Le Mefurier confidered it as reprehenfible that 

1^ Mefaricr the honourable gentleman ilibuld not have ftated to the 

Houfe all the papers for which he meant to call; neither- had 

he opened the points to which thofe papers were meant to be 

applied. This, doubtlefs^ wks always cuftomary; and indeed 

common fenfe required that fuch a mode fhould conftantly 

prevail, as the Houfe would, ofeherwife, become drawn on, ftep 

by ftep, till they could not know how to recede, in like n^an- 

near as they had heard the preceding day of men being de- 

luded by a feries of logical deduftvorvs, till they were drawn 

jto. a refiilt wjjich their \u3iderftaix^\ps^ ^<^\^^* T\«fc x^^Vxj.- 
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tions (unlefs he greatly miftook) had paiTed in a very thin 
Houfe ; they ought not therefore to be made the ground of 
fo'ferious a proceeding. Mr. Haftings had proved himfelf a 
meritorious fervant of the Companvj and in giving him that 
charader, he fpoke impartially, as tie was a perfe£l flranger to 
Mr. Haftings, and did not even know his perfon ; but from 
all which he had feen of the records of the Company during 
the two laft years, throughout which period be had been ia 
the dire£lion, he faw no reafon whatever to fuppofe Mr. 
Haftings fuch a delinquent as the honourable gentleman had 
thought proper to defcribe him. The honourable gentleman 
faadchofen to indulge himi^lf in fome remarks relative to the 
trial by jury, and therefore, furely after fo public an avowal 
from that fide of the Houfe of an opinion againft trials by 
jury, whenever the new court of judicature, inftituted under 
authority of the Eaft-India bill, fliould fall again under dif- 
cuffion, they would not hear the gentlemen on the other fide, 
expreffing their difapprobation of it in fuch vehement tenns, 
as was their ufual cuftom. In conclufion, the Alderman 
again exprefled his ardent wifli, that the honourable gentle- 
man would, in common candour, ftate to the Houfe the 
whole of the papers for which he meant to move. 

^v.Dundas remarked, that, previous to their decifion on Mr. Dua- 
the prefent fubjeft, a variety of pointed ftriftures, manifeftly ^*'' 
levelljsd at him during the courfe of the right honourable 
gentleman's obfervations, induced him, at one time, to ima- 
gine that he was himfelf the criminal whom the right honour- 
able gentleman had determined to bring to juftice. He was 
glad, however, on that occafion, and he fhould always rejoice 
if gentlemen, when they meant to fay any thing which bore 
allufion to his conduft, would fay it in that Houfe, and in 
his prefence, when he might be fuppofed enabled by thefe 
means to anfwer it, and to make that fort of reply which 
the accufation might appear to merit. He never was afliamed, 
nor need he blufh to meet all who had any thing to fay 
againft him, face; to face, and he rather wifhed that they 
would zQ, in that manly way, and not attack him in anony- 
mous libels, and delufive pamphlets, crammed with falfe and 
illberal charges brouglit againft him behind his back, and cir- 
culated with induftry through every corner of the kingdom. 
From many parts of the right honourable gentleman's 
fpeech, it appeared, that the right honourable gentleman had 
been of opinion, (which he, indeed, had freely communicated 
to the Houfe,) that he ought to have been the perfon who 
flvDuld have taken upon him the office of the accufer of Mr. 
Haftings. • Why the right honourable gentkm^in ft\o\A.W\KM^ 
chokn, for one moment, to entertain fuch an ov'vrivovv^ ox xx^- 
pa what ground it was that he had formed \t, he ^^^ xsxxe^:^ 
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at a lofs to imagine, becaufe at no one period of his life-time 
had he ever faid, or even dropped the tnoft diilant hint that he 
pfieant to become the accufec of Mr. Haftings ; but, on the 
contrary, he had again and again declared, that he had no 
fuch intention; and he appealed to thofe ^ho fat with hiin 
on the. Secret Committee, two of jvhom he faw oppofite to 
him^ (Colonel North and Mr. Ellis,) whether he had even 
glanced at fuch an idea? He had, undoubtedly, been the 
perfon to fuggeft the firing of refolutions which appeared 
^ upon their journals; and he did not feel the fmallell fcruple 
to admit, that the lame fentiments which he had entertained 
rdpefting Mr. Haftings, at the time of propofing thofe refo- 
Jutions, he harboured concerning him at that moment ; but 
were thefe fentiments, from which it was warrantable to in- 
fer, that he fuppofed the condu<5l of Mr Haftings fuch as 
made him a fit obje<5l for a criminal profecution ? Far from 
Jt. To what did the refolution, upon which the right honour- 
. able gentleman had laid fo much ttrefs, proceed f To nothing 
IBore than the recal of Mr. Haftings; a matter which he, at 
the time, thought expedient, and had recommended to the 
Houfe in this particular light; all which gentlemen who 
were prefent mnft well remember. For his own part, he 
. had not the fmalleft objection to go over all the matter which 
had been djfcufled at the time, and to ftate to the Houfe upon 
what ground it was that he thought it advifeable to recal 
Mr, Haftings in 1782. With refpcft tf> the condufk of-Mn 
Haftings previous to 1782,- the breach of the treaty of Poor- 
under, and the great and expenfive eftablifliments which Mr. 
Haftings had made in India, he ihould briefly remark, that he, 
on thefe two occafions, thought him highly culpable at the 
time, and ftill he entertained the fame idea; but he did not 
think that the procedure of Mr. Haftings amounted to crimi- 
nality. He had ^xamiqed his coridu<Sl minutely; and he al- 
v/ays found, that when there was any improper condudl ob« 
fervahl^ in Mr. Haftings, every pofllbility of annexing a cri- 
minal intention to it eluded his grafp, and there was always 
fonie letter of the Court of Dire<5lors, or fome ftrong reafoa 
to juftify Mr. Haftings at the bottom. In order to explain 
the expenfive eftablifliments in India, he fliould b^ leave tfj 
read a letter written hopie by Mr. Haftings in 178a, in 
which, upon that fubje<ft, (Mr. Dundas now read a letter,) 
Mr. Haftings complained of the fituation he was in, in con-* 
fequence of fo many writer? being fent out to him, declaring^ 
that he had at that time two hundred and fifty young aiea» 
the younger fons of the firft fapiilies in Great Britain, all 
gapjtjg for Jacks, an^ fcramhUng (or patronage, in the hope$ 
0/ g^ett/ng fortunes foon euoxigb Xq xatvxxw \w ^^.^xvRsfe ^ ^ 
/ife and fpend th^i iff maiix^i oi tJcvw ^^^\ Sxw ^€\\ wto^ 
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conntiy. This remonftrance (Mr. Dundas added) w^s ter 
ixtred in England in the beginning of the year 1783, — and 
what was the attention paid to it? Daring that immaculate 
year, when Sir Henry Fletcher fat at the head of the Board 
of Dire6kors, fo far from a reflraining hand being extiemled 
over the increafe of the eftablifhmcnts of Indi.1, no lefs than 
thirt^-fix; writers were ^dually fent out. Indeed he had not 
the lift oif the writers about him, but it was pretty obvious 
from what fliop they came. The right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Bfirke) had confidered that part of the letter as cflen- 
tial, having marked a part of it by an alteration in the print-* 
ing. Nor was the hand of the right honourable gentleman 
thoch lefs vifihle in fome of the difpatches of the Court of 
Direflors of that period, from the ftyle in whicli they were 
written, Tb return to Mr. Mailings, Mr. Dundas added, tliat 
he had fince 1782 done efleniial Verviccs to the Company, 
. and had received the thanks of the Court of Direflors; not 
that he meant to (belter htmfelf under their minute; had he 
been a Direflor, moft undoubtedly he fhould have figned tlic 
ninnte of thanks, beinp; thoroughly convinced that thcj- 
Were merited by Mr. Hallings. And, upon this occafion, he 
felt it neccflary to declare, that, although he thought it ex- 
pedient to have recalled him in 1781% on account of ilic 
breach of the treaty of Poorunder, and on account of tl'^? 
, Extremely expenfive eftablifhments introduce^! by him in 
India, yet he much rejoiced that this refolution had not becit 
carried into effect, becaufe in fuch a cafe he fliould have 
. proved the means of depriving the Comp.iny of a mofl va- 
}a«khle and ufeful fervant, and the Public of a Governor G^'- 
neral of India remarkable for uncommon arjour, abilities and 
Capacity. Mr. Dundas obferved that he (hould not adv.^nce 
the leaft objeftion to the motion, nor would he have trou- 
bled the Houfe at all, had not fo much been faid perfonally 
to bimfelfy that the Houfe, he was perfuaded, muft have 
felt that it was due to them, that he fliould rife and give 
foitte explanation on the points to which the right honourable 
gentleman had direfled his allufions. 

Mr. Fox declared that he had not the fmalleft idea of fpeak- Mr. Fox4 
ing during the courfe of the debate, rior would he have irt- 
terrupted the honourable gentleman (Mr. Rous) who was on 
bis l^s at the fame time when he rofe, had not fome obfer- 
fations fallen from the right honourable arid learned getitlc- 
. man (Mr. Dundas), under which it was impolTible for him 
to remain a moment fileht. The only way in which he could 
meet the matter, was t6 oppofe aflerticn to alfotion ; and to 
declare upon the word and honour of a gentleman, that if, 
hi talking; of the thirty-fix writers fent out in 1783, whert 
Si4- Henry Fletcher fat at the head gf the a^7c:<i.Q^ ^^^~ 
' Vol. XIX. S Va^\^ 
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India Directors, and when he had himfelf the honour to be 
in adminiAration, the right honourable and learned gentle- 
man meant to infinuate, that he had been concerned in fend- 
ing out any^ he was completely and perfe(Stly piiftaken. In 
the. whole courfe of his life, he never had fent out, or ra» 
ther procured to be fent out to India, tut one fingle writer, 
and that was at the time when the Earl of Shelburne, now 
Marquis of Lanfdown, prefided over His Majefty's Councils, 
That, upon his word of honour, moft folemnly pledged to 
the Houfe, had been the only writer for whom he had ever 
procured a recommendation, and fucceeded. Indeed, if the 
Houfe would recolIe£l a little, it was not very likely, that 
the adminiftration in which he had the honour to be, fhould 
iland remarkably well with the Board of DiretSlors, as it was 
well known what their intentions were at the time, with a 
view to effe<Sl a reform of the Company. . Mr. Fox added, 
that he confidered it right to fay thus much in confequence 
of the infinuation of the right honourable and learned gen- 
tleman, and the manner in which it had been conveyed to the 
Houfe. Previous to his fitting down, he ftiould beg leave 
briefly to touch upon the confiftency of the right honourable 
and learned gentleman, who, when hard driven to the point, 
and obliged, as it were, to defend his own condufl, had done 
that, which heaven knew the right honourable and learned 
gentleman could do at all times, with his opponents face to 
face, let the argument bear as much as it would againft him ; 
but what fort of a defence had the right honourable and 
learned gentleman made ? He had been reduced to the ne« 
ceffity of admitting, that he at one time entertained an opi- 
nion that Mr. Haftings, with refpe£l to certain points, pro- 
ceeded in a manner highly culpable; nay, he had added, that 
lie was ftill of the fame opinion, although almoft in the fame 
breath, certainly in the fame fpeech, he Jiad declared that he 
entertained a high opinion of Mr. Haftings, and praifed his 
conduft as warmly in the latter part of his obfervations, as 
he had abufed it in the former part. And what points had 
the right honourable and learned gentleman chofen to feledl 
as the points in which he confidered Mr. Haftings jas having 
been highly culpable ?' Merely the two points of the Rohilla 
war, with the breach of the treaty of Poorunder, and in 
having introduced expenfive eftablilhments in India, Gra- 
cious heaven ! did the whole idea which the right honourable 
and learned gentleman entertained of the culpabiliry of Mr* 
Haftingls amount only to this ? Had the Houfe heard nothing 
of Corah and Allahabad ? Of Cheyt Sing? Of the Begums? 
And of all the long catalogue of crimes committed in India, 
to the infinite difturbance of the peace of the countrv, to 
tht mifery and even butchery of the natives^ to the deuruc- 
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tibn of :^11 confidence in firitiih faith, and to the everlafting 
difgrace of the Britifli name and cliara<Sler in Hindoftan ^ 
Mr* Fox now read the refolution immediately preceding that 
ki which the Houfe refolved in I782» that Mr. Haftings and 
Mr. Hornhy (hould be recalled, and appealed to every man 
of common fenfe, whether that marked and ftrong cenfure 
did not go immediately to Mr, Haflings and (governor Horn- 
by ? It was not in langimge to cxprefs difgrace more ftrongly 
tban to dedare that tlie delinquents ought to receive fome 
mark of parliamentary dlfpleafure. Certainly thefe two re- 
Iblations, and the obvious conftruftion of both, with the 
vote of recall paflld at the India Houfe, in which Governor 
Haftings was permitted to refign in confequence- of his long 
and tneritorious fervices, was not a little ftrange. — How was 
this mode of recall to be reconciled to the refolution which 
fiigmatized Mr- Haftings, and declared it as the opinion of 
the Houfe that he dcferved fofne mark of parliamentary dif- 
pleafure? Was it not a contradiftion infulting to that Houfe, 
and inconfiftent to a fliameful degree ? The right honourable 
and learned gentleman thought proper to declare that he 
iv'onld not have ftieltered hi-mfelf under a minute of the 
Board of DiredloTS, but that had he been a Director, he 
would havc-figned that minute likewife; and, therefore the 
right honourable and learned gentleman, wlio had himfelf 
prevailed upon the Hoofe of Commons to refolve in a grave 
""and phlegmatic form, but in ftrong and energetic phrafe, 
that Governor Haftings deferved parliamentary cenfure 
would have given that gentleman thanks for his long and 
Bieritorious fervices. What egregious inconfiftency ! For 
the word long in the minute of recall, undoubtedly compre- 
hended the whole of the fervices of Mr. HaftingK, as well 
tiiofe before 1782, as thofe fubfequent to this period. Dur- 
ing the coramewcement of the debate, a right honourable 
gentleman, (Mr. Burke) liad been ccnfured hy a worthy 
'Alderman, (Le Mefurier) for his fuppofed remark in refpcft 
to trial by jury. The worthy Magiftrate had mifunderftood 
his right honourable friend, who had not exprefled any dif- 
.approbation of the general principle of trials by jury, but 
merely obferved that the caufe under confideration was of 
too much magnitude for the cognizance of the Court of 
Sling's Bench, and had propofed to appeal to a tribunal and 
a form of trial as ancient as the conftitution itfelf, of which 
it was a part. Thus had his right honourable friend eviriced, 
that the higheft fpecies of offenders might be brought to trial, 
without rcforting to any novel experiment on the conftitu- 
tion, but in a manner conformable to ufage, and before an 
ancient, legal, and conftitutional tribunal. All this amount- 
^ t» vne powerful proof, that the new Cauct of JM4vc^^^^t«^ 

5 Z '^VvOkV 
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'ivbicli took away the birth-right of Britons, made that evi-' 
dence that wa5 not evidence before, and obliged criijiinak tp; 
accufe and to convi£t themfelv^s, was not only a tribunal 
unconftitutlonal in its origin and its principle, and tyrannical 
and opprefSve in its pratflice, biit aUogetber needlefs. 
rhc Chan- The Chancellor of the Exchequer remarked that he flipuld 
^^^°h ^uCT^ have contented biipfelf with giving a fiJ^nt aflent to the 
:,xc *e^ucr. ^pj.jpj^^ ^^^ |^g ^^^ he^rd fpct^ extraordinary language \ifed 
by the right honourable gentleman who fpoke Jaft. Ho 
iliould however have be?n alhamed of his. own feelings, couM 
he have tamely fgffered fuch infinuations tp be made, and 
that by a man fp circumftanced as the right honourable gen-* 
tleman, without expreffing fom^ part of that indignation 
with which his breail was filled, and in which he trufted 
that no perfon of generous and honourable principles could 
avoid taking apart. What had been the charge made againft 
bis right honourable and learned friend r A charge of in- 
confjftency, in now bearing tell iqiony to the merits of an 
individual whom, upon a former pccafi on, he yfas fpppofed 
to have confider.ed as an objefl: of cenfure. And by whooi 
was this charge advanced? Let the Houfe compare tbo 
charge and the party from whom it proceeded^ aind then 
judge' whether he deferved cenfure for fufFerihg bis temper to 
be fomewhat rufRed by fo barefaced and fo ftiamelefs a con-t 
du£): — Yet, indeed the right honourable gentleman hadiiot 
deviated from his confiftency of argument, when having firft 
taken it for granted that his right honourable friend had, 
during a feries of year? continued to vent the moft injurioui 
and violent charges, to load with the groffeft and inoft extra-* 
• vagant reproaches, and to threaten with the fevereft punifk- 
ipent a certain individual; he inferred tliat he was now be-« 
come a convert in his fuppofed opinion, and had taken upoii 
himfelf, ffoni his own recent .pra6lice and experience, to 
c}i<Siate the form of words in which the recantation of his 
friend ought to have been niijde. [The. members on the other 
fide of the Houfe cried out, hear him ! hear him !] ^Buthis 
rigiit honourable friend had no need pf fuch a tuior as th0 
right honourable gentleman, inpr had he committed fo egre^ 
giousan abfurdity as thp right honourable gentleman thought , 
proper to lay to his charge with a force of colouring which 
would have led the Houfe, had they not too well known 
the perfon from ivhom it came, to believe that his heart was 
in truth capable of feeliqg gnd abhorring the ipeannefs and 
unbecomingniefs of the condu6k he had imputed to his right 
honourable friend. Eager to fix this imputation upon his 
right honourable friend, the right honourable gentleman had ' 
gone fo far as %o ufe the m^ft Miajuftifiable language, no lefs 
thsm ii di|-e<a ^harge pC f^li^bpod, fpr which, however, find* 
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ing even the rooft violent members of the Houfe apparently 
Ihodced, he'.had apologized by faying, that he did not mean 
to apply the word in its generally oftenfive fenfe (an abufe of 
wonlt into which the warmth of the right honourable gen- 
tleman's temper often betrayed him), yet he would fiill con-> 
tend that his right honourable friend's attempt to prove, 
that thofe refolutions which had been read, were fuch a pledge 
of his difapprobation of Mr. Haftings's general condudl, as 
nuft ftan)p with inconfiflency any fubfequent approbation 
of any part. He ihould regard his time as wretchedly loft 
were he to aofwer fuch a miferable attempt at wit, as the 
right honourable gentleman had made, when he talked about 
meeting him face to face, but he held himfelf in readinel's 
£iirly to meet any appearance of even plaufible argument. 
Tte right honourable gentleman feemed determined to re- 
prefent the acquiefcence which his riebt honourable friend 
had acknowledged to the principle ot the vote of thanks of 
the Direftors, as an unanfwerable proof of his having changr 
ed his opinion with refpedl to thofe parts of Mr. Haftings's 
Gondufb which he had formerly cenfured : and yet, whoever 
read with calm impartiality the vote alluded to, could not 
remaia one moment under difficulties to difcover, that in 
s|dopting the fpirit and tenor of that vote, his right honour* 
able friend could not have proceeded beyond the line of 
mere thanks to Mr. Haftings for fome recent inftances of 
bis conduft, cautioufly guarding againft the moft diftant 
eiiCQiniums upon thofe preceding parts which were the ob- 
je6b of his fcvereft and moft animated reprehenfion. 

It did not, however, in the leaft excite his aftonifliment to 
find that one fpecimen of the right honourable gentleman's 
idea of conCftency was the pofition, that where one fault 
could be found in any perfon, no merit ought, by any means, 
to be admitted, but that uniform reproach and unremitting 
cenfure fliould always prove the confequence of a fingle dif- 
ference of opinion. The right honourable gentleman could 
pot, furely, feel a neceffity for coming to lb full an expla- 
nation of his fentiments on that head ; becaufe his condud: 
had already made them fufficiently public. For his own 
part, he fhould not meafure his opinions by perfons, but by 
principles : and, this was true confiftency ; for, always to 
pppofe, and always to agree with the individual, except upon 
principle, was the wofft of all forts of inconCftency ; it 
WaSf however, fuch as the right honourable gentleman need 
pot have taken fo much pains to hold up as that which he 
drought the proper line of condufl: ; for, his aSions were, 
in this cafe, the full teft of his fentiments. In purfuance of 
shat do£lrine — to abide by principles, and not by perfons, 
in forming an opinion of men's condu&i xW^ coxA^ \i^ 
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notVifl^ more reconcileahlc than the propriety of condemn irrg 
the party on one fet of principles, s^nd of acquitting, nay, 
of applauding him on another. This his right honourable 
friend had done with refpeft to Mr. Haftings. — Confidering 
his procedure under certain parts of his adminillration, and 
when embroiling the affairs of India by unneceflary and ex- 
penfive wars ; exciting the diftruft and animofity of the 
native princes againft this country, by infraftion of treaties^ 
and the extermination of a whole people, no doubt but he 
inuft have hig^ily refented and difapproved of fuch a conduft; 
but again when he contemplated the exertions of his almoft 
unprecedented talents in the unexpe6ledly great bufinefs of 
refloring peace and tfanquillity, re-eftablifliing a confiden- 
tial ihtercowrfe with the neigiibouring powers, and redeeni- 
ingthe credit of the governmeat, he would aft highly in- 
coiifjflent with thofe feelings and principles,. which, upon a 
former occafion, excited his indignation, if he were not at 
once to acknowledge and to applaud the merit which had 
produced fuch good efFe6is. He held it abfolutely neceflary, 
in point of juftice and right, to examine the whole of tho^ 
public conduft of any fervant of the people, to give him due 
credit for fuch parts as were meritorious, as well as to cen-' 
iure him for fuch as were culpable ; and, for his own part, 
he fliould not hefitate one moment to declare that, how- 
ever cenfurable feme parts of Mr. Haflings's condud might 
be made to appear, he muft, notwithfianding, confider fuch 
as were praife-worthy as intitled to thewarmefl approbation; 
nay, as a fuflicient ground for reward and thanks, could they. 
he proved to predominate over whatfoever was exception- 
able. The two right honouraWe gentlemen on the other 
; fide, had contended that his Tight honourabie friend, i» mov- 
ing the rdblurtions which were read, expreffly pledgtBd'him- 
ielf to inftitute a criminal inquiry, of which thofe refolutions 
were to ftand forth as the foundation. This pofition he 
mufl pofitively deny, as the objett of thofe refolutions was 
manifeftly of a very different tendency,, and fimply went 
to eflabhfh the necefCty of Mr. Haftir.gs's recall, not on 
account of raal-adminiflration, but beciufe having ioft the 
confidence of certain neighbouring Princes, he would (as 
It was then conceived) lofe the power of reducing the €on- 
fufed and unfettled ftate of thofe countries to order and 
reguiarity. Were it to l>c admitted, according to the appa-. 
rent idea of the right honourable gentleman, that a vote for 
the purpofe of recalling a Oovernor, on motives of policy, 
ought necefTarily to be confidered as a ground of a'criminal 
profecution, — fuch a doftrine would draw after it the rooft 
fnof>ftrou5 confequences ; for it mufl either reduce Parlia- 
ment CO the neceffity o{ befiXatw^ cx^tvc^^vn^ (iick a mea^ 
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fiire» however urgent the occafion might prove until after 
a full examination of the condudl of the Governor," or it 
maft lead to the greateft oppreflion, by rendering a profecu- 
tion indifpenfable, although no adequate inquiry might have 
been inftituted to determine on its propriety. At all events, 
it was nnanfwerahly demonftrable that, at the pafling of 
thofe refolutiiKis, they were not intended as a foundation for 
any criminal procecdmgs, becaufe they contained in them- 
felves the whole of the objeft for which they were calcu- 
lated-; incontrovertibly eftablifhing the pofition tlial it ap-» 
peared necefiary to mtroduce and maintain a confidence with 
the princes of India. Certain Governors in India having 
aHb loft that confidence, it was advifeable — What } — to pu- 

nifli ? No ! but to recaM thofe Governors. Whether the 

condu(^ by which the confidence of the native Princes was 
lofty had been occafioncd by the execution of orders from 
home, or refulted from the imprudence of the Governors 
themielves, was a quefiion by no means involved in either 
the propriety or impropriety of the recall, becaufe to be th« 
agents in a iyftem of which the people of India difjpproved, 
ivouM as efi^ually deftroy the confidence of thofe people as 
to have become the original devifers of it, 1'herefore, how- 
eyet jguilty Mr. Mailings might poflibly prove, the refolu- 
tions now referred to, were by no means a charge againll 
him ; becaufe whether innocent or guilty, his return from 
India was apparently nccefTiry at the time, and thofe refolu- 
tiojns only went to point out and llate how abfolutely fuch 
- a neceflity exifted* 

The right honourable gentleman had dwelt on the exter^ 
mination of the Rohillas with all the exaggerated and heigh-. 
tened colouring with which he was in general ufed to grace 
his argument ; there was no perfon who had heard him, but 
would have imagined that this event had been, in fadl, at- 
tended by the unexampled barbarity, even not lefs than the 
xnaflacre of all the wreiched inhabitants of the country, 
without diflin£lion of age, fex, or condition ; and he had 
alfo reprefented it as a fubje£l, on which his right honour- 
able friend thought fo highly as to make it a matter of fpe- 
culation and inquiry, whether fuch a proceeding put in the 
eftimate with a fum of forty lacks of rupees were juilifiable 
or not. His right honourable friend had never entered upon 
fuch an inquiry ; neither did he fuggefi: any fuch doubt ; 
having barely ftated in his refcJution, that the defolation of 
the country was not neceffary towards the recovery of the 
mpoey ; nor had he at all gone into a confideration of the 
daeafore itfelf, with refpefi either to its juftice or humanity, 
but fiinply with an eye to its efficacy towards the object 
which it was iufended to prompter But this was not the. 
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only mark of difingenuoufncfs from the right honcttrable 
gentleman, becaufe he was by no means juftified for having 
reprefented in fuch melancholy language, the extirpation of 
that people, fince it was not as he had appeared to iniinuatfTy 
a deftroying and cutting off the lives of the people, but 
merely the removal of them to a different place. He fliould 
not be furprifed to hear Wmfelf reprefented, in confeqoence 
of what he was now fayinq, as having attempted to defcribe 
the forcing a people from their poffeffions and removing them 
to a diflance, as in itfelf exceedingly infigniflcant, and, of 
courfe, not liable to the reproach of injuftice and inhumanity; 
but he had perfonally experienced fo much of that uncandid 
manner of arguing, that he could now coolly difregard and 
tlefpife it. He did indeed confider fuch an extermination 
(though far fhort of letting loofe all th(5 horrors of fire and 
fword, as the right honourable gentleman had endeavoured 
to reprefent the affair of the Rohillas) in a moft horribly 
alarming point of view, and fo repugnant to every fentiment 
of human nature, that nothing could poffibly juftify it ex- 
cept the ftrongefl motives of political expediency^ and tbat^ 
throughout, irrefragably fupported by all the invincible prin- 
ciples of neceffary juftice. 

The right honourable gentleman who introduced the de- 
bate had thought proper to fet off with an attack Dpoti hi« 
right honourable friend for not having come forward in the 
prefent cafe as the profecutor of Mr. Hafting8.-*--He had al- 
ready fliewn why it was not his right honourable friend'* 
duty to adopt the meafure on the idea of his having beeii 
pleaged to it by the refolutions,— But, perhaps, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman imagined that his right honourable friend 
would have proved the moft proper perfon to have conduced 
the bufmefs of the profecution, and, for that reafon, inde- 
pendently of the notion of his haviilg been cofnmitted, 
wifhed him to have taken it upon himlelf. He miift con- 
fefs that if there were any real guilt to be inveftigated, and 
nny punifhment to be inflidbed, he joined in opinion With tbt 
right honourable gentleman, that his right honourable friend 
would indeed pioVe full as proper a perfon to take the lead, 
and full as likely to accomplifti all the purpofes of public 
juftice, as thofe gentlemen irtto whofe hands the profecution 
had fallen. But as another right hdnourablq gedttem^ ob- 
ferved that there were occafions, when the bdUridsi afld efta* 
bliflied rules of juftice ought to be Overleaped^ ^d a pro- 
fecution condud^ed rather by viol^mie and referttftlent, thart' 
by the dull forms of ordinary pfoefefed log; perhafp^-cfclifiABl'- 
ing the. prefent bufmefs in th&t point of vrew, tRd girttfeaaci* 
who had taken it up, were the fitteft petfort* t6 t^tf it 
through ull its branches froiiv tVie' b<J»inmng td^fee ^^irf. 
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With refpeft to the breach of the trcnty of Poorunder, and, 
the lelzing eii the provinces erf Corah and Allahabad, he muft'^ 
b^ leave particularly to remind tlie Houfc that, fubfeqwentlr ' 
tathe tranfa£lions in thofe provinces, which took place dnr-' ' 
ing either the year 1772, or 1774^ an aft of Pdrliament had ' 
been pafled altering the whofe lyilcm of Eaft- India Govern'- 
menty and inftead of a Pnefideht and Council of i]engal, ' 
appointing Mn Haftings, by name. Governor General of the 
whole of the fetilcments. It would therefore prove at once 
highly inconfiftent and ahfurd to confidcr him at the prefent 
period in the light of a culprit for any mcafures taken pre- 
vious to his*nomination to that dillingui/lieil poll, which in 
itfelfwas the higheft certificate of the approbation of Par- 
listoem. All the papers required were certainly very proper 
tor be laid before the Houfe, let the mode in which the profc- 
cytion fhould be conducted by the right honourable gentle- 
man he what it might. He fhould, for the prefent, avoid 
giving any opinion rcfpefling the feveral propofed modes of 
trial ; but, as the right honourable gentleman had appeared 
to' determine upon impeachment, as the brft calcuiatcd ta 
aivfwer thfc end propofed, he hoped that he would as early as 
pofiiMe make the Houfe acquainted with the different Itcps 
which he propofed to take, and as explicitly as poffihle mark 
out ithe nature and extent of the charges intended to he 
made. — He was happy to feel that he fhould come to the hu- 
fmefs with the moft pcrfeft impartiality; and fhould the 
right honourable gentleman bring fully hometo Mr. Haftings 
the violent imputations of atrocious crimes, he, for his own 
part, far from fcreening, would wi(h to bring down upon 
him the moft exemplary punifhment. 

Mr. -FtMT begged leave to remind the'right honourable gen- Mr. Fox. 
tleiAan that the minute upon which he had invariably argued 
was the vote of the General Court wherein It was expref&d 
that Warren Haftings, Efq. fhould be permitted to return 
hcFme, in confequence of his Icng and meritorious fervices. 

Mr; Dundas faid that he could aflure the right honourable Mr. Dun- 
gehtleman (Mr.F^ox) that he had alluded to the vote of*^^** 
thanks of the Court of Diiieftors. 

Mn- C. TV.'Boughton Rous obferved that he felt It requlfite Mr. c. w. 
tO'iBeet with a reply that part of the right* honoprabl<^ gen* ^"S^'o** 
tietnan's (Mn Burke) fpeech, in which he had irifinuated, that ^''"■' 
as-he ('Mi';Rotis} originally ieconded the motionfor the Sel^£b 
Coiniilitte^, it would have proved more becoming had he 
, brought forward the bulinefs of that day. On this occafloa 
the r^ht honourable gentleman would pleafe to recolleft 
that he -not only feconded the motion for the Seleft Com- 
mittee, but a6led as one ^of its members \ and when \ivfeft. 
phje& was the, iavedigation of the ftatfe auA pxoctR^ti^^ <S. 
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the fuprcmejudid!|tureof BengaL On this Compiitte^ did| - 
he fit during the fecond feffion ; but, at length, the great 
objeft was, tP his great aftoniftimcnt and concern, moft ma- 
terially departed from, and points a^ually foreign to its na- 
ture received theit preference in difcuffion. During the third 
iefilon his name was put, without any previous intimation, 
and even without his knowledge, on the Committee, whilll 
he remained abfent in Shropftiire. Not^ therefore, attending, 
with what propriety could the right honourable gentleman 
think of fele^ing bim as the i:ieceflary perfon to move an 
impeachment againft Mr. Haftings; againft Mr. Haft'ings 
whom he had not confidered as a criminal ?. 

Vlr. Fran- Mr. Francis pbferved that the ftrong impreffions made upom 

^*' General Clavering*s mind and his own, relative to the ex- 

tremely barbarous mode of .profecuting hoftilities againft the 
Rob 11 las, proceeded from informations given to' them by a 
Britifh officer, then invefted with the command of the troops 
employed on the occafion. 

ittirl^' Mr, Fanjittart contended, that in general the nature of the / 
Rohilla war was little underflood ; and tjia^ the extirpation 
of the Rohillas had never taken place. Mere chance, inat- 
tention, or error had introduced the word extirpation ; and 
thus it flood, faifely and abfurdly tranflated from a term (of 
a different meaning) in the Perific language. 

;.d. North. Lord North remarked, that, on the prefent occ^Con he felt 
it neceffary to bring back to ^he r^colledion of the . Houfe 
that, with their confent, he, during the year 1774, aflifted 
in nominating Mr. Haftings Governor General of Bengal ;, 
that in 1776 the Dire<Slors (and this not improperly) re- 
moved him ; but that a majority of the Coui^t of Proprietors 
overpowered their a£l, an^ once, more confirmed Mr. Haf- 
tings in his government, it was pnce conceived that a cer- 
tain gentleman (Mr. Layghlin Macleane) would liaye proved 
able to bring Mr. Haftings to a refignation of his govern- 
ment ; butj when the former reafh^ Calcutta, the latter 
difowned him and kept big poft. Puring no inconfiderable 
period, affairs profpered under the a^miniftration of Mr. 
Haftings. The circumftances of the Rohilla war wep moft 
imperfeAlv underftood in England, previous to their invcfti- . 
gation and fubfequently faithful and copious defcription.by 
the Secret and Seleft Committees;. Then, indeed,. di4.cea- 
fure alight upon the condufl: of Mr. Haftings ; and not only' 
this gentleman, but even the Court of DireWors, were defem- 
cd reprehenftble for the breach of the treaty of Poocunder. 
Loi^d North adde4» that, for his own part, he did not then 
i( prudent to recal Mr. Haftings, Great Britaii^ being 
5 of a war with France, vi\io ^121% Wkd'^ to turn her 
ail tfae Englilh tcxrilQuw Va^Ki^ TEA?t\c^^^^ 
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not lefs likely to find their progrefs efFedually checked by 
military mealures refulting from the plans of fuch a vigorous 
and able mind as that of Mr. HaAings. 

When General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and in ho- 
nourable gentleman near him (Mr. Francis) arrived in tndia^ 
and fecured a majority in Council, the Government became, 
of all others, the bcft conduced, yet was not of very long 
duration, two of the gentlemen dying. With regard to the 
charge of inconfiftency, about which fo much had been faid, 
his right honourable and learned friend inuft give him leave 
to contend, without meaning to impute inconfiftency either 
to him or to any other individual, that a manifeft want of 
confiftency appeared between the refolution which declared 
that Mr. Haftings had acSled in a manner difgraceful to the 
national honour, and defer ving of parliamentary difpleafure, 
and the vote of recal, which fpoke of his long and merito- 
rious fervices ; for the word lon^ indifputably went to the 
extent of comprehending all his fervices ; and furely no ab<- 
furdity could be more glaring, whilft this refolution remain- 
ed upon the Journals in all its full and unrefcinded force. 

Major Scott rofe next, and faid ; 

Mr. Speaker, as the right honourable gentleman who open- Major 
ed the bufinefs of this day, amidft all his declamations, has Scott. 
hot thought proper to bring a fingle charge againft Mr. Haf- 
tings, I mall not intrude myfelf lojig upon the indulgence 
of the Houfe. It is true he has promifed a great deal ; but 
I have been accuftomed to the right honourable gentleman's 
pledges on former occalions. He has thought proper fome- 
times to defcend from the high and important ftation he fills 
in this country, to the rank of a common pamphleteer; and 
i now hold in my hand. Sir, a fpeech publiflied by Mr. 
Dodfley, as what the right honourable gentleman faid in this 
Houfe on the ift of December, 1783, before 1 had the ho- 
nour to be a member of it. But when it appeared to the 
■ world in the fliape of a pamphlet, I had an opportunity of 
meeting the right honourable gentleman upon equal terms. 
I replied to it, and I appeal to the good fenfe of every man 
in the Houfe, and out of the Houfe, who is not tinftured by 
party prejudices, to declare whether I have not fatisfadorily 
l^fu'ted every charge, of every kind that the right honourable 
gentleman brought iigai'nft .Mr, Haftings. His fpeech and 
iny anfwer are before: the public, and they have pronounced 
in mjr favour. The ch^rg^.are jnumerous ; they are the ef- 
fence of all his reports.;, aod if they had been true, Mr. 
Haftings deferved to h^yejo/l twenty li\e3, if he had had 
tbem, for the magnitude of his crimes. I will go farther. 
Sir, as I have already refuted what lhQ,n%V\t \ioivo\xi^\& ^w- 
dewah has aJSbfted, I.zai not afraid gl i?UAgit\^ vsv>jfe\i x.^ 
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refute all that he may hereafter produce in the coiirfe of 
this inquiry. The right honourable gentleman now propofes 
tq procted againft Mr. H^ftings; but bow does he do if? 
He coffcs fprvvard this day to move for papers, in order to 

« found his charges upon. If the right honourable gentleman 
was a fair acculer, who acted from a regard' to public juf 
tice, and not for private vengeance, would this he the mode 
of his proceeding ? -Year after year the right honourable , 
gentleman has pledged himftlf to God, this Houfe, and to 
his country, to prove Mr. Haflings a moil notorious deliiv 
quent. Lad year, feven weeks before the Houfe rofe, the 
right hohouruhle gentleman declared his intention of pro- 
fecuting Mr. Mailings ; but U would have faved time, it 
would hate enabled the Houfe to go on this bufiocfs the fe* 
cond day of this feflion, if the right honourable gentleman 
had* then moved for the papers he now intends to cill far, 
and it would have been the conduit of a manly, fair, and ho- 
nourable acctifer, if the right honourable gentleman had 
given Mr. Haflings fpme intimation of his mode of proceed- 
ing, by dating to the Houfe wh.it^he has now llate'd. Such 
condudl would indeed have been fair, honourable, and : par- 
liamentary, but it would not have been the c'on^uft of a 
man who takes the Duke of Parma for his model, *^ Dolus 
♦' an virtus quis in hqfte requiriu^* This, Houfe, however, 
will not I trufl adoj[>t the fentiments and cpndu(^ df the right 
honourable gentleman. I have a confidence in the honour 
and juftice of this Houfe, and I am fure that they will pro- 
te£t a man who is univerfally allowed to have performed 
great and important fervices to his country, from unqualified 
abufe, and unmerited cahimny. The right honoufaole gen- 

* tleman has talked much of the labours of his Coihnifttee, 
and the accuracy of the reports— but, Sir, I alteit tbat the 
Reports of theSetedtComtBittee are partial and imjuft \ that 
the moft utiwarrantable means were ufed to criminate Mr* 
Haflings in thofe Reports, and that whenever any evidence 
appeared that ferved to exculpate him, it was (upprefled. I 
do not make this charge lightly. I pledge itiyfelf tb prove 
it ; and if I do not prove it, I wrll content to be called a 
calumniator in the face of this Houfe* Nay, Sir, I will 
now ftateto you two curious fadls. The Seledt Comrnittee 
fummoned a gentleman of high rank in the Company's civil 
fervice before them. I was in tlic committee room, aii open 
committee rooip, as a fpeijtqtor, and was turned out very 
civilly .by the rlglit honourable gentleman— who then alked 
various queflions of the perfon wno had been fummoiied, but 
finding that his anfwers weVc not tending to tlie puipofe the 
right honourable gentleman wat\le&) V^ vo\d >Jc\<i'CiWKvvt{sx\sA 

' there was na ncctffity to exatmTO xVa «tu\\^\ti^^ ^^'^\vA 
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lummoned. Will live Houfe approve of this mode of pro- 
tee<3ing? The Cbmnlittee fummoned an officer of high rank 
hefortf tbtm, Lieutenant Colonel Robert Stuart ; the right 
' honourable gentleman examined him, as to what he deems 
his ftrong hold, thCj ftate and condition of Oude, Colonel 
Stuarl^s anfwer to the right honourable gentleman's firtt 
quefUon' was pcrfeflly fatisfa6lory that Oude was in a ruin- 
ous ftate; but unfortunately the Colonel attributed, in his 
reply to the next quellion, the ruin of Oude to its true 
caules — to caufes that followed from meafures which were 
. not the meafures of Mr. Hullings. Ue then examined him 
as to the Begums and their eunuchs. Colonel Stuart ftated 
inftances of their difiifteflion and intrigues many years ago, 
fo early as 1776. What was the conlVqucnce? The evi- 
dence is completely fupprefled. I engage to prove to every 
man of common fenfe that that evidence was mod material for 
tlie exculpation of Mr. Haftings, and that it con;nins more 
matter of fa6l than half the Reports, but it was wholly and 
completely fupprcfled. The moft attentive reader. of the Re- 
ports knows nothing of Colonel Situart or his evidence. The 
Hoiife and the nation know thefcandalous ufesto which thefe 
uiijuft, and panial, and imperfeft Reports were applied upon 
a gr^t occafion, which fortunately failed. I do not mention 
t1^ matter lightly ; I accufe that Committee of the grofTed 
partiality, and I am ready to prove it. Long before I had 
iTie honour of a feat in this Houfc, 1 have often fat with fur- 
prize artd aftonilhment in the gallery, while the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has been defcribing in terms more glow- 
ing than Ifupiwfed the warmefl imagination could have in^ 
yeh'ted, the murders, robberies, oppreillons, and cruellies 
pra£tlfed by BritifK fubjefls in India. Upon thele occafions. 
Sir, I have been fometimes led to think that the greateft part 
Cif Hiy life has not been pafled in the fertile plains of Bengal, 
^.:t in fome diftant quarter of the globe, fo remote were the 
riglrt honourable gentleman's defcriptions from the real ftate 
' pt faS's. Upon this fubjedl I fliall fay more when the con- 
dition of Almas Ally Cawn, with his unfortunate wives and 
children, and the opprefled Princes and Begums, iliall come 
regularly before us. The right honourable gentleman's cha- 
radec was once high and reputable in this country. Why 
it is not To ribw, is perhaps owing to his intemperate perfecu- 
tioh'. pf.a man whofe merits are uaiverfally acknowledged. 
And I. rette^t it, Sir, that the mqft unjuftifiabic means have 
l>eeo ufeq to depreciate his chari^dler, means that however un- 
worthy: the dignity of a mcml>er of this Houfe, taking u^ a 
great public fulyea^, vfpn great public prxncx^Ae^^ ;\\<i NXwCO.s * 
confkdeni with the c/wradler of a man w\\o fAke* x\a^ \^v\V- 
o( Parma For his model, ' and profeffcs to atucV^ il^ . \\AVa\^% 
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upon the grounds that that General attacked Henry the 
Fourth — But the right honourable gentleman has now ftated 
that he will produce fpecific charges as foon as be gets the 
papers he means to move for. I hope there will be no delay. 

^ I promife the right honourable gentleman, upon my honour, 
that I will afSft him in the produftion of papers as far as I 
can ; but though I do not wifli to narrow his ground, yet I 
hope the Houfe will underftand that the right .honourable 
gentleman's pledge was made previous to the exiftence of any 
of the papers that he now may move for, and I confide in 
their juftice and honour not to permit any unneceffary delay 
—and here I hope I fhall be in order, if I fay I fpeak the 
fentiments of Mr. Haftings on this fubje£l : I had the ho- 
nour to be long employed for that gentleman ; by his return 
to England, my agency has of courfe expired ; but I enter- 
tain for him the warmeft fentiments of affe6tion and regard. 
My own reputation too is concerned in the ifTue of this bu-* 
finefs ; but that, Sir, is of very fmall confequence, compared 
to the importance of this inquiry — I fpeak this for Mr. 
Haftings, when I fay, that he moft anxioufly wiflies for an 
inquiry into his conduft, the moft rigid that this Houfe can 
adopt, that he wilhes it to be brt)ught down to the very day 

, of his departure from Bengal, and to rife or fall ifi the" opinion , 
of this Houfe and this country by the refult of this inquiry* 
But while^ he expreffes his folicitude for an inquiry, he 
throws himfelf with confidence upon the honour and juftice 
of this Houfe ; and he trufts they will not fuffer his charac- 
ter to be the fport of calumny for three years to come, as it 
has been for three years paft. He trufts the Houfe will pro- 
te6l him from that general unqualified abufe to which he has 
been fo long fubjeft ; and as this Houfe is not afluated by 
the principles of the Duke of Parma, he hbpeis that the right 
honourable gentleman will be direfted to bring fpecific charges 
to which plain and direft refutations can be given. I fay 
for myfelf. Sir, that already there has been unneceflary, in- 
tentional delay. The right hoiiourable gentleman, afting as 
a member of Parliament, can give no one reafon why he did 
not ft ate to this Houfe laft June what papers he wanted, and 
what mode he meant to purfue. Adling as the Duke of Par^ 
ma, he had good caufe to proceed as he had done. 

And now, Sir, before I lit down, I beg to fty a fev^^ words 
in reply to what fell from the noble Lord relative to thcRo- 
hilla war, the fale of Corah and Allahabad, and the jftoppage 
of the King's tribute. The Rob ilia war was hot, I avow, 
the war of Mr. Haftings. It was founded 011 meafureS tirhich 
Were adopted before Mr. Haftings arrived i(i Bengal^ arid on 
meafarcs which he diiappiOved. - i 7j?i^u\i\t^\.exvitit in Bcli^ 
gaJj aud upon the ftrvice viYvvdi ij^odiA^kt^Ji ^^^^^5M^ 
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I (hall ftate my fa£is from a record now upon your table; from 
the Fifth Report of the Secret Committee, prefented to the 
Houfe by the rrght honourable and learned gentleman below 
me. It there appears, Sir, that in confequence of a threatened 
jnvafion of the Mahrattas, a treaty was entered into between 
Sujah Dowlah and theRohillas, one condition of which was, 
that on the expulfion of the Mahrattas from Rohilcund, by 
the joint, forces of Sajah Dowlah and the Company, the 
Robillas were to pay forty lacks of rupees to Sujah Dowlah. 
. To this treaty General Sir Robert Barker, on the part of 
the Company, was the guarantee. This agreement was 
faithfully performed on the part of the Engliifa, and Sujah 
Dowlah. We marched under the command of Sir Robert 
Barker into Rohilcund. We purfued the Mahrattas acrofs 
the Ganges, forded it after them, and continued encamped 
on the hanks of the Ganges till the rains fet in, when we 
returned to our own provinces. The money was demanded 
hy Sujah Dowlah, and refufed. In fuch a light did tlie con* 
du£l of the Rohilla chiefs appear to Sir Robert Barker, that 
in three f(^veral letters now on your table he preffed the Go- 
vernor and Council to empower him to ad againft them, 
a[)d Aates the faithlefs and treacherous condufb of the Ro- 
billas to be proverbial and notorious throughout Indoflan. 
The Rohilla war vijas afterwards undertaken by Mr. Haftings, 
in confequence of this breach of treaty. The Diredtors at 
firft^ when they heard it, allowed that it wa<i juft I y under- 
taken,* though they lamented the neceflity. But afterwards 
this war was ufcd as an inArument by the Government at 
home to eSsA the removal of Mr. Hayings. 

There is another point I wifli to fet this Houfe right in ; 
for notwithftanding all th^t has been faid on the fubje£l of 
the Rohilla war, it is not yet underftood either in or out of 
the houfe. The R^ohillas were not a nation, as the right ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr, Fox) ftilps them. The inhabitants 
of the country called Rohilcund arc Hindoos ; they may pro- 
bably be two miHipris in number, and they have never been 
difturbed in their poileffions. The Robillas invaded Rohil- 
Ct)nd in 1742, when the Mogul empire was in its decline; 
and attempts were made to drive them again acrofs the 
iSange^y but they fucceeded in conquering and pofleffing the 
CQuntry. I believe their number did not exceed fifty thou- 
fand. Of thefe at leaft twenty-five thoufand are now in Ro- 
hilcund with FyzuUa Cawn, and the remainder were forced 
^rofs the Ganges, which the right honourable gentleman, in 
g;lowine terms, calls the extirpation of a whole nation. 

With rerpe<5l to the ftoppage of the King's tribute, aud \.ba 
Tale ofCtmh and Alhhabad, thefe circumftances fceviv 2i%\\x.- 
tlf oadet/lQod as the Rohilla war. With reeai^L Xo \}tv^ S^^^> 
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Mr. Haftings'feupd fome arrear exifling on his arrival in Ben- 
gal. This he witbTield, and determined to p^y no farther 
I'uni till he received the orders of the Company ; and why? 
becaufe the King had gone with the Mahratta$ to Wihly, and 
was aflually a prifoner. What did the Company do ? They 
approved what Mr. Haftings had done, and tliey particularly 
ordered that not a rupee fhouid be paid to tl>e Kmg without 
fpecial orders from England, Will you blame .Mr. Hailings 
for this? As to the fale of Corah and Allahabad, they were to 
remain by Lord Clive's treaty in the pofleflion of the King, 
for the fupport of his dignity. Ho ceded them to the Mah- 
rattas. Wtfat was Mr. Haftings to do ? cither to allow the 
MahVattas to poilefs them, or to take them himfelf^ or to 
yield them to Sujah Dowlah, to whom they had foimerly^'be- 
longed. He did the latter, and received fifty lacks of riipees 
for them. The Company very higWy approved the tranfac- 
tion. And I defire to afk, whether, amidft the various 
changes that have happened, fometimes this govern n>ent pof- 
fefling niore power, and fometimes lefs, in the management 
of the Company's affairs, any man or fet of men have order- 
ed that the arrears of tribute fliould be paid to the King, or 
Corah and AUahabad reftored to him? Certainly they have 
not ; and it is ns ridiculous as unjpft to blame Mr. HaAings 
on thefe grounds. 

Now, Sir, a very few words as to what fell from the noble 
Lord relative to the refignation of Mr. Haftings. He fays,' 
that after the Company had fupported Mr.- HaAings, bis 
agent, or vakeel, Colonel Macleane, refigned the government 
of Bengal for him. Will the noble Lord detail to this Houfe 
the fecret management that brought about this reftgnati^n ? 
If he will, I can affure the noble Lord that Mr. Haftings will 
be much obliged to him ; for to this hour he is ignorant of it.' 
But, Mr. Speaker, the proceeding is palpable. If Mr. Mac- 
leane did really poffefs authority to refign for Mr. Haftings; 
why not produce it to the Directors? Was that done? No. 
The powers were infpefted by three Dire^^orsi onlyi •nd one 
of the three declared they were no powers ; but the Court 
agreed to fanftify them, and the reiignatiop liiras accepted. 
We know the confequences ; and I think now* 9$ I always 
thought, that in that bufinefs Mr. Haftings and General Co- 
vering were both ufed ill, and both kept in the dark. * jputthe 
noble Lord fays, after General Clavering's death he cooj^t^ped 
Mr. Haftings ; and he afligns two tmanfwerable redfkms, ipii 
fo doing ; firft, that it was the wifh of his conftituents ; aiid 
fecondly, that Mr. Haftings pofiefted vigour and abilities t 
but I really, Sir, am a good deal furprized at a diftinftion the 
. noble Lord makes. 1 have a great refpe6l for the- noble Lord, 
find am not apt to ticat V\^Vvx\^ v«\v>xe>^t\ ^^<t^Miihiin; 



A. 1786. DEBATES, 145 

othenvtfey 'Sir, I {hould be very much inclined not very fe" 
rioiifly^to animadvert upon a curious diftinfiion that he at- 
tempts to - draw between the original appointment of Mr. 
Haftingt by name in this Houfe in 1774, and the continua- 
tion of him three feveral times, whe'h his firft commifiion 
exl^ired. It is true, the name of Mr, Hailings was not men- 
tioned in 1779, ^^ in. 1780, when he was re-appointed each 
time- for one year, or in 1781, when he was re-appointed for 
teff years : but this I fay, Sir, that the noble Lord appointed 
hip at thdfe feveral periods, in point of fa£l, as much as he 
. originally appointed him in 1774, and he has affigned an aiw 
fw0rable'reafoh for fo doing, that he pofleffed vigour and abi- 
lities, and was approved of by the Company. I only wiih 
to obferve, that at thefe perioos the Rohilla war, the fate of 
Corah, the charges of peculation, and theMahratta war, were 
known, and had r>een canvailed over again and again in Eng* 
land. And now, Sir, I /hall fit down with repeating, that 
cm the part of Mr. Haftings, I eagerly and anxioufly exprefs 
ny wimes for an inquiry ; and I am confident that this Houfe 
is too fenfible of what is due to its own dignity, its own ho- 
nour, and its own virtue, to be influenced in the courfe of 
that inquiry by the principles of the Duke of Parma* 

Mr; :B»r/fr. anfwered, that he never failed to preferve the Mr. Burke. 
utmoft calmAefs of temper, if attacked merely by perfonali- 
tieSy but he could not hear that the Rohillas were extirpated^ 
and a whole people deprived of their exiftence, without confi- 
derable warmth and indignation. Doubtlefs, it was wrong;; 
it ^as a weaknefs in him to give way to his feelings upon ^ 
fadi a trifling occafion, and he would endeavour to amend his 
fiiulc.' The honourable gentleman had moft certainly ex- 
pbdilcd the matter of the Rohillas very curioufly, and not lefs 
latitfadlorily to the. Houfe. The Rohillas were flrangerj?, 
and therefore they had no right to the country in which they 
livod. Undoubtedly, the Englifh had a better right, and a 
clearer title ; they were not ftrangers, but the aboriginal na- 
tive inhabitants, men with fwarthy completions, children of 
(he=fuii, and, from their infancy, polTeflrors of the foil ! This 
being the cafe, to be fure they did wifely to extirpate the Ro- 
hilla race, and extinguifli a whole people, Mr. Burke ob- 
fervedj that the honourable gentleman's declaration, that he 
I^adlrefuted all his charges, and that if he made twice as many * 
he wobld refute them alfo, reminded him of the gallant Boba- 
dil in the play, *' Twenty more I Kill 'em ! — ^Twenty more ! 
•? Kill, them too !" The champion, doubtlefs, was invincible, 
or he would hot have talked fo valiantly. His threat was 
. oqulal to a reply once publiflied to a fermon on the -^oth of 
Tanuary, which was entitled, ** A Reply to all tV\^ ?yfAvcvoTv% 
M that ever have beeti, and to all that ever lh:A\ \>e ^\n;;i.c\\e.^ 

VfitL{XIX. U ^^ litv 
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only mark of difingenuoufnefs from the right honourable 
gentleman, becaufe he was by no means juftified for having 
reprefented in fuch melancholy language, thd extirpation of 
that people, fince it was not as he bad appeared toiniinuate, 
a deftroying and cutting off the lives of the people, but 
merely the removal of them to a different place. He fiiould 
not be furprifed to hear himfelf reprefented, in confeqoence 
of what he was now faying, as having attempted to defcribe 
the forcing a people from their poffeffions and removing them 
to a diflance, as in itfelf exceedingly infignificant, and, of 
courfe, not liable to thereproach of injuftice and inhamanity; 
hut he had perfonally experienced fo much of that uncandid 
manner of arguing, that he could now coolly difregard and 
tlefpife it. He did indeed confider fuch an extermination 
(though far fhort of letting loofe all the horrors of fire and 
I'word, as the right honourable gentleman had endeavoured 
to reprefent the aiFair of the Rohillas) in a moft horribly 
alarming point of view, and fo repugnant to every fentiment 
of human nature, that nothing could poflibly juuity it ex- 
cept the ftrongeft motives of political expediency^ and that, 
throughout, irrefragably fupported by all the invincible prin- 
ciples of neceflary juftice. 

The right honourable gentleman who introduced the de* 
bate had thought proper to fet off^ with an attack upon hij 
right honourable friend for not having come forward- in the 
prefent cafe as the profccutor of Mr. Haftings.-^He had aU 
ready Ihewn why it was not his right honourable friend's 
duty to adopt the meafure on the idea of his having htetk 
pledged to it by the refolutions,— But, perhaps, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman imagined that his right honourable friend 
would have proved the moft proper perfon to have conduced 
the bufmefs of the profecution, and, for that reafon, inde- 
pendently of the notion of his having been committed, 
wifhed him to have taken it upon himielf. He mulft con* 
fefs that if there were any real guilt to be inveftigatod, and 
any punifhment to be inflifbed, he joined in opinion With tb^ 
right honourable gentleman, that his right honourable friend 
would indeed prove full as proper a j^rfon to take the lead, 
and full as likely to accomplifh all the purpofes of public 
juflice, as thofe gentlemen into whofe hands the profi^cution 
had fallen. £ut as another right honourable^ g^ttem^ ob-* 
ferved that there were occafions, when the bdiidds^ and elhH 
bliflied rules of juftice ought to be overleaped^ Md a pro^ 
fecution condu6ted rather by violence and referttftJertt, tbart ' 
by the dull forms of ordinary proceed I ligf; pei'ha»^-c(>tifiider-' 
ing the.prefent bafinefs in that point of vi'cW, tJiegiirtfefflert 
who had taken it up, were the fitteft perfod* ttt t^tj it 
through ah its branches froiivtbe' be^intting to^ht^nd. 
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With refpcft to the breach of the trenty of Poorunder, and. 
the feiKhig on the provinces rf Corah and Allahabad, he inuft ■ 
b^ leave particularly to remind the Houfe that, fubfeqnenrir ' 
ta the tranfa£iions in thofe provinces, which took place dur- ' ' 
ing either the year 1772, or 1774» an aft of Parliament had ' 
been p^tfled altering the wholie fyllem of Eaft- India Goverrf- 
menty and inftead of a Prefideht and Council of JjengaU ' 
appointing Mr. Haflings, by name, Governor General of the 
whole of the fetclements. It would therefore prove at once 
highly inconfiftent and ahfurd to confidcr him at the prefent 
period in the light of a culprit for any meafures taken pre- 
vious to his'^notni nation to that dillinguiflied pol), which in 
itfelfwas the higheft certificate of the approbation of Par- 
listocm. All the papers required were certainly very proper 
to* be laid before the Houfe, let the motle in which the profr- 
cption fhould be conducted by the right honourable gentle- 
man be what it might. He fhould, for the prefent, avoid 
giving any opinion refpedling the feveral propofed modes of 
trial; but, as the right honourable gentleman had appeared 
to' determine upon impeachment, as the heft calculated to 
aiifwer thfc end propofed, he hoped that he would as early as 
poiTihie make the Houfe acquainted with the diiFercnt itrp.<; 
which he propofed to take, and as explicitly as poflible mark 
out ithe nature and extent of the charges intended to he 
made. — He was happy to feel that he fhould come to the hu- 
fniefs with the moft pcrfeft impartiality; ;md fhould the 
right honourable gentleman bring fully home to Mr. Haftings 
the violent. imputations of atrocious crimes, he, for his own 
part, far from fcreening, would wifli to bring down upon 
him the^moft exemplary punifhment. 

■Mr. .Fo;ip begged leave to remind the 'right honourable gen- Mr. Fox. 
tleifiaii that the minute upon which he had invariably argued 
was the vote of theGeneral Court wherein It was exprefled 
that Warren Haftings, Efq. fhould be permitted to return 
homey in confequence of his long and meritorious fervices. 

Mr; Dundas faid that he could affute the right honourable Mr. Dun- 
getatleman (Mr. Fox) that he had alluded to the vote ol^'^^^ 
tiuuiks of the Court of Dii'eftors. 

Mn'C Ty.^Boughton Rous obferved that he felt h requifite Mr. c. w 
to'tneet with a reply that p^rt of the right honoprabl(^ gen- |^"g^^°»» 
tletnaD's (Mr*. Burke) fp6ech, in which he had inHinuated, that ^^^^' 
at-be (MfiRous) originally leconded the motion for the Sele£l 
Cdlnaiitte6, it would have proved more becoming had he 
, braiig|ht forward the bufinefs of that day. On this occafloii, 
the right honourable gentleman would pleafe to rccolleft 
that he -not only feconded the motion for the Seleft Com- 
mitteey but a£led ^^s one .of its members; and ^etv \u*^\&. 
pbje^ was the, iavefiigation of the ftate and Tatoeee^ti^^ <i^ 
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the fuprcmejudicS|ture of Bengal. On this Compiitte^ di^ ' 
' he fit during the fecond feffion ; but, at length, the great 
objeft was, tP his great aftoniftimcnt and concern, moft ma- 
terially departed from, and points a^ually foreign to its na^ 
ture received tliei preference in difcufEon. During the thirci 
feffion his name was putj> without any previous intimation, 
and even without his knowledge, on the Comnriittee, whilil 
he remained abfent in Shropfhire. Not» therefore, attending, 
with what propriety could the right honourable gentleman 
think of fele^ing bim as the i:iecej[lary perfon to move an 
impeachment againft Mr. Haftings ; againft Mr. Haft'ings 
whom he had not confidered as a criminal ?. 

At. Fran- Mr. Francis obferved that the ftrong imprefSons made upon 

"• General Clavering'$ mind and, his own, relative to the ex- 

tremely barbarous mode of ,profecuting hofliliiies againft the 
Rob illas, proceeded from informations given to' them by a 
Britifh officer, then invefled with the command of the troops 
employed on the occafion» 

ttarl*^" Mr, Vanjittart contended, that in general the nature of the t 
Rohilla war was little u nder flood ; and that the exi^irpation 
of the Rohillas had never taken place. Mere chance, inat- 
tention, or error had introduced the word extirpation ; and 
thus it flood, falfely and abfurdly tranflated from a term (of 
a different m^anipg) in the Perfic language. 

*d. North. Lord North remarked, that, on the prefent occ^fion he felt 
it neceflary to bring back to ^he r^colledlion of the , Houfe 
that, with their confent, he, during the year 1774, afllifted 
in nominating Mr. Haftings Governor General of Bengali, 
that in 1776 the Diredlors (and this not improperly) re- 
nipved him ; but that a majority of the Coui^t of Proprietors 
overpowered their adt, an^ once, more confirmed Kjr. Haf- 
tings in his government. ' It was pnce conceived that a cer- 
tain gentleman (Mr. Lapghlin Macleane) would h^ye proved 
able to bring Mr. Haftings to a refignation of h^s. govern- 
jnent ; but^ when the former reafhrf Calcutta, the latter 
difowned him and kept his poft. Puring no inconfiderable 
period, affairs profpered under the adminiftration of Mr» 
Haftings. The circumftances of the Rohilla war weye moft 
imperfe6^1y underftood in England, previous to their invefti- . 
gation and fubfequently faithful and copious defcription.by 
the Secret and Seleft Committees/ Then, in4eed,. di4 cen?-' 
fure alight upoq the condud: of Mr. Haftings ; and not pi>ly^ 
this gentleman, but even the Court of Dire^or^, were^ defsm- 
cd reprchenfible for the breach of the treaty of Poox;^oder• 
Lord North added, that, for his own part, he did not then 
think it prudent to recal Mr. Haftings, Great Britaii^ being 
pn the ere of a war with France, n?Vio vi^l^IxV^I^ to turn her 
^rms agamil the Engliih tctrilQuw mitSafe 1b&\w&fc% v^"^ 
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notlefs likely to find their progrefs effedually checked by 
military meafures refulting from the plans of fuch a vigorous 
and able mind as that of Mr. Haflings. 

When General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and in ho- 
nourable gentleman near him (Mr. Francis) arrived in tndia^ 
and fecured a majority in Council, the Government became, 
of all others, the bcu condufted, yet was not of very long 
duration, two of the gentlemen dying. With regard to the 
charge of inconfiftency, about which fo much had been faid, 
his right honourable and learned friend niuft give him leave 
to contend, without meaning to impute inconfiftency either 
to him or to any other individual, that a manifeft want of 
confiftency appeared between the refolution which declared 
that Mr. Haftings had a£ked in a manner difgraceful to the 
national honour, and defer ving of parliamentary difpleafure, 
' ?.nd the vote of recal, which fpoke of his long and merito- 
rious fervices ; for the word lon^ indifputably went to the 
extent of comprehending all his fervices ; and furely no ab- 
furdity could be more glaring, whilft this refolution remain- 
ed upon the Journals in all its full and unrefcinded force. 

Major ScQtt rofe next, and faid ; 

Mr. Speaker, as the right honourable gentleman who open- Major 
ed the bufinefs of this day, amidil all his declamations, has ^^o^^f 
not thought proper to bring a fingle charge againft Mr. Haf- 
tings, I mall not intrude myfelf Ippg upon the indulgence 
of the Houfe. It is true he has promifed a great deal \ but 
I have been accuftomed to the right honourable gentleman's 
pledges on former occauons. He has thought proper fome- 
times to defcend from the high and important ftation he fills 
in this country, to the rank of a common pamphleteer ; and 
i now hold in my hand. Sir, a fpeech publifhed by Mr. 
* DoJfley, as what the right honourable gentleman faid in this 
Hou(e on the ift of December, 1783, before 1 had the ho- 
nour to be a member of it. But when it appeared to the 
' world in the fhape of a pamphlet, I had an opportunity of 
meeting the right honourable gentleman upon equal terms. 
I replied to it, and I appeal to the good fenfe of every man 
in the Houfe, and out of the Houfe, who is not tinftured by 
party prejudices, to declare whether I have not fatisfaflorily 
tefu'tcd every charge, of every kind that the right honourable 
gentleman brought figainft .Mr. Haftings. His fpeech and 
hiy anfwer are before the public, and they have pronounced 
in my favour. The'ch^fgci,,are jnumerous ; they are the ef- 
fence of all his reports.;, and if they had been true, Mr. 
Haflings deferved to hqiyejo/l twenty Ji\es, if he had had 
them, Tor the magnitude of his crimes. I will go farther. 
Sir, as I have already refuted what th^,r\g):\X. Vvouo\ii^\& ^^tv- 
tleman lus aShrtCii, i'^ni not afraid ol p\^4s[vv\^ ttv^feM v^ 
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- fi fuppofilion of giiilt in a perfon who filled a fiation of con- 
lequence and honour, entitled the accufer to an hearing ; and 
the next, that fuch documents, proofs, or papers, as the per- 
fon accufing faw or efteemed neceffary to fupport the charge 
which he undertook to bring on, ought to be free and accef- 
fibie. A refufal nouft be attended with a double injuflice. 
If the accufer wanted collateral or explanatory aid, he ought 
not to be denied it, for by its aid he could digefi, explain, 
fimplify, or methodize thofe faSs of which he was in prior' 
polTeflion ; or if, on the other hand, the grounds of accufa- 
tion could be extenuated, if the feverity of the chaise could 
be abated, nay, annihilated, a denial of that opportunity to 
the accufer was an injuftice to the accufed* Were the hand 
of power to deny him fuch documents as he called for, he' 
iDufl then reft himfelf upon the fole conviftion of having^ 
done his duty. He felt it a heavy and painful tafk, that thef 
burden ihould have fallen to his lot, who was conneded only 
with acquired power, the friends he had being fuch as thote 
■upon whom Heaven had beftowed fom% of the greatcft ta- 
lents which nature could poflefs 5 a concurrence of drcum- 
llances had rendered that talk to him inevitable, and a collec- 
tion of proof made it alfo upon him a duty. He had heard, 
iiud he was convinced of it, that he had to encounter fome of 
the firft weight, the firft importance and opulence of thij 
country ; he forefavv all this, and relying upon the juiflice of 
his cauff, he would perfevere. The people would dot, he 
was informed, follow at his heels ; this was a queflion which 
he never afl^ed himfelf, or, at leaftj never put in competition 
with the awful fenfe which he entertained of that dutyV 
which he owed to the interefts of humanity : — .he was not to 
be populat ; the people of England would reje6l him in fuch 
a purfuit — in what purfuit ? In the purfuit of the caufe of 
humanity ? — What ! for having taken up the caiife ofrthe in- 
jured and opprefled fellow fubjedls of the people of England 
in India 1 for attempting to procure an atonement to Indian 
Jiations, who had been fcourged by their iniquitous fervants 
— was he to be unpopular ? O! miferable public! let him 
then remain the ohje6l of perfccution, he entreated, and prac- 
tice a leflbn which he had learned in his earlier infancy, and 
which he would remember to his lateft breath, ** Blefled are 
*' they who are perfecuted fot juflice fake, fortliey fliall have 
*' their reward ;'' that reward which he fliould endeavour to 
enjoy a confcious poflefBon of; and if thofe people who 
r iifed monuments to their benevolence, by forming afylums 
;tnil receptacles for human mifery, are jultly ranked for fuch 
deeds amongll: the benefaftors to mankind, does not the man 

■ %vho pulls down tyranny, eradicates cruelty, and avenges the 

opprefled, 
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bpprefied, deferve a title to the good opinion of his fellow 
creatures ? 

The downfal of the greateft empire which this world ever 
fiw, has hcen univerfally agreed upon to have originated 
inthe mal-adminiflration of its provinces, Rome never 
felt within herfelf the feeds of decline, till corruption from 
foreign mifcondufl impaired her vitals, and as Midi?nus, an 
eiqgant commentator upon the orations of Cicero obferves, ■ 
^^ prevaricathne tejlimonii^^^ by prevarication of teftimony, the 
inroads of corruption deftroyed the political frame and th?n 
were all things at flake. But even then, a man of the firil 
families and con nedl ions, and rank in the flate, was l)roi«j;lit 
to puniiliraent. Verres, the eovernor of Sicily, wns acculed 
by Cicero for the mal-adminiftration of the province com- 
mitted to his care. The connexions of the accufed were 
fome of the moft fplendid and opulent of Rome ; among thefe 
wae the Hortenfii, and even the Metellii. It was not a pnrty 
Ur or againil Government, it was the Government itfelf 
which adopted the profecution, and no lefs than one hundred 
and fifty days were granted to the accufer to colleft the ma* 
terials tor hisaccutation, and that from a province fo near as 
Sicily is to Italy ; and the jufticc of the Roman fenate al- 
lowed not only the time for digeiiing the matter of the accu- 
&cion, but alfo opened, without nMcrve, all the cabinets in- 
tlvding the documents for which the accufer called. Can it 
nov be faid that the caufe of juftice is in liberal hands, if 
documents which the accufer demands are to he retained ? 
The bufinefs referred to a country in a remote fituation, 
from whence proofs have come in abundance ; and the fup- 
prefiion of tbcm was no argument againil: the veracity of the ^ 
rh^rge. 'The period was not long elnpfed, fince a certain 
ight honourable gentleman, the Cicero of ths age (Mr. 
Dundas) obtained tiie mofl ample intelligence of thofc mife- 
ies which prevailed in the Eaft Indies, d wretched facrifice 
Englifii avarice and ambition. The right honourable 
gentleman brought forth a biil of pains and penalties ag.iinfl: 
>ne of thofe Lharaijers, whom the Houfe confiderd as an ob- 
eft within its reach. How f»r he purlued the point the 
.▼orld faw; and yet the difficulties he had to encounter in the 
)urfuit of the matter in invclllgating his fubje£l, were totally 
■emoved by the general and concurrent dilpofition of every 
larty with whom documents were depofited necefTary to ac- 
:omplifh his views. The ric;ht honourable and learned gen- 
:leman had a willing Adminiftr.-.tion; a body of India Direc- 
tors dif|>6fed to his purpofe; and the conclufioh of the bufi- 
nefs was in the remembrance of every one. Mr. Burke ndded, 
that for his own part, he only called fc^r what the hand of 
po^er had no escufe for detaining. If the pa\)tT% iox \n\v\c\\ 
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he.^flced, were nece0ary'to his purpofe^ the detaining' them 
was unfair ; and thofe who detained them muifl either plead 
defign.or ignorance of their purport^ btit whether tp the pur« 
port or not, a refufal was-unjuftifiable; and if ihofo who re- 
fufed them were ignorant of their contents, they were guilty 
ofnegleft: yet, if, after all, the defolation of a province (and 
that no infignificant province) under a Britifh government^ 
a province which extended fifty-three thoufand fquste^miles. 
the internal wealtli of which was, in every calculation, eqnal 
to eighteen millions fterling, at a period before it experienced 
thofe calamities which only rendered it an ohjeSt fit to be 
abandoned; if- the defolation and ruin of that province, the 
oppreffion and deftrudlion of its nobility, w^e. not fufficient 
inducements with the Houfe to vote him the papers for 
which he moved, and if no^other ground would be efteemed 
fuflScient but that of fpecifying his charges, although he 
knew that he was a£ling inconfiutntly with th^ fl^ndingjand 
eflablifhed orders and praAice of the Houfe to cppiply with 
fuch a defire, yet for the fake'of removing thefe..obje£lioni, 
calculated to impede the bufinefs: he undertoo)c, h^ would 
wave all that attachment to regularity, becaufe it was his in-; 
clin;itIon to adhere to, and consply with the wifhes of thofe 
who oppofed bin)| in order to fut)ftantiate the t(^^ as fcoa 
as .poffible* 
Major Scdtt Major 5<(9// lanfwered, tb^t the right honourable gentleman 
could not evince- more readinefs than himfelf to pno^ceed upon 
that ground. A§ to the affair of Oude, the ruin of that coun- 
try, which was painted in all the eloquent and forcible Ian* 
guage of which the right honourable gentleman was fo capa« 
ble, had taken a very contrary turn to what was fiated in 
the adduced infiance ; he would commit himfelf and join iflufi 
when he could inform the Houfe, that the nation of O^de^ 
fo . far from being ultimately in that ftate of poverty and 
wretchednefs as not to be able to repay the fum of near 
8oo,cxx^l. due by them to the Eaft-India Company, bad, at a 
later period, by the prudence of Mr. Haftings, been enabled 
to pay that fum which it owed, notwithftanding the pofitiv^ 
aflrrtion of an honourable gentleman oppofite to him, thaf 
thQy never would be able to pay it : and fuch was the exer- 
tion of Mr. Hailing, in accompliflxing this falutary purpoft 
for* the benefit of his employers, that he received the thanks 
of the Direflors of the Eaft-India Company for bis merito- 
rious fervices in eftablifhing that folvency in the country of 
Oude, 

Confidering the debate m a refumed point of view he felt 
himfelf at liberty to refer to the affairs of Benares and Chejrt 
i^ing. When a right honourable gentleman oppofite to hicq, 
CMr. Fox) framed his bill ivjo n^w^ ^^TO^ba took 119 that- 
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ibbjeA oh manly and liberal grounds/ and niade thefe fair al* 
iowances which the merits of the cafe required ; an inquiry 
%ras fet bn foot, and as he hknfeli had not then the honour 
of a feat in the Houfey h&was therefore precludea giving fuch 
inferauition as he oow had it in his power to afford, Oa the 
news of the French war breaking out in 1778, the Supreme 
Council of Bengal, after deliberating on the meafures mod 
proper for tbeir purfuity refolved, that each zemindar^ or de- 
yendaat on the Government, fliould furniik his quota towards 
the general exigencies of the ftate. Five lacks of rupees were 
demanded of Cneyt Sing; to this demand a demur was made; 
and Mr. Haftings entered the Council irritated that ^ depen- 
dant«f the Bengal fovereignty, who by flipulation was obliged 
to cdtnply in furni(hing his ihare towards the exigencies of 
the ftate^ (hould refift the tenor of his agreement. An order 
;wai coiliequently iffued, that two battalions of fepovs fliould 
',\» fent to enforce obedience; and that tlie additional exigence 
of thefe troops fhould alfo be levied for their expences in ad- 
dit^ion to the five lacks of rupees which wks his q^uota. It 
was premifed to Cheyt Sing, that this money was only to te 
levied for the exigencies of the war, and that after its coiiclu* 
fion the expence would ceafe : this argument however had no 
ftfSsSt ; for the next year the fame means were found requi* 
lite-^^^nd what perfon will, under thefe circumftances, coolly 
wld impartially fay, that if Mr« Haftings's life and fortune 
were aimed at, in compelling a refrad^ory dependant to fur- 
tiifli his quota, the grounds could pof&bly adihit of any jul- 
tification t 

Major Scott was now ehtering into a more detailed conver- 
fation 6n India bufmefs, when 

' Mr., ff^ilbefforce begged leave to remind the honourable ^f- Wil- 
Ifentleman that he wandeted far from the queftion, which was *^'^*''*"^- 
the produdlion of papers, and not a recital of India tranf- 
«£tions^; he therefore wifhed thiit the Speaker would inter* 
fcre, that the Houfe might return to the conlideration of the 
Aibjefk before them. 

.. The Speaker agreed that the queftion was departed from, 
to which Major Scott immediately acceded. 

Mt. Foic requefted the honourable gentleman to confider Mr. Fox. 
thit hid was making an appeal to him on a fubje<S^ irrelevant 
td the queftion, and he would not wifti to be regarded as 
giving an afleiit to what came before him esltra judici- 
"•lly. 

Nir. Francis contended, that the authority of the Supreme Mr.Frtmcij 
Council was not by atiy means a check upon Mr. Haftings ; 
becaufe, after the death of Colonel Monfon, who with him 
«nd General Claverihg were appointed to that Boards ther^ 
•Was no -oontroJ upon th^ Governor, who, m X.\\^ ^Tfc^\3X\Nfi 



IJ4 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1786. 

power afted as he judged proper ; artd whatever might bt 
the defjgn of thofe who thought differently from Mr. Haftif>gs 
at the Council Board, his authority carried all before it. The 
affair of the zemindar Cheyt Sing, was, at Icaft in his opi- 
nion, iniquitous; and in Council heoppofed it on the grounds 
fhat the demand had been made without- rights but he would 
, not flray from the bufinefs before the Houfe; let the papers 
moved for be produced, and as the honourable gentkman and 
he now underllood each other,, they ought to join iflbe,- aod 
leave the decifion to the event. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt exprefled his eameft wifhes to be con* 

ccllorPltt. fidered as impartial in the bufinefs before the Houfe, and 
when he gave an opinion, or happened ro differ from the 
gentlemeji oppofiteto him, it was not from any infurmoun* 
table partiality, for he fhould always ftrive to make his con- 
duit a greatel proof of his difpofition than his words : yet he 
could not refrain from faying, that the more he informed hi^ 
mind by recurriug to precedents in fimilar cafes, the mors 
grounds he faw to infift for explicit realons to intitle the 
Houfe to concur in the produfiion of papers which tended 
to tlie criminal accufation of any man ; and as the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had exprefled his willingnefs to comply 
with the general wifli of the Houfe, by affigning what yrere 
his particular motives for calling for the papers [Here Mr. 
Burke faid, it was not from a voluntary conceffion of his 
that he would, in this ftage of the bufineis, explain his mo- 
tives,; but if no other remedy was left, he would even g<3(fo 
far, though he knew it was irregular] Mr. Pitt thanked th^ 
right honourable gentleipan for not fuffering him to remain 
in an error, but was forry they were not of opinion in fo ma- 
terial a' points And whilft throughout a criminal profecutlon 
Jie could find all authorities operating in his favour, when he 
reqftired an explicit and an open charge to ground the pro- 
xluflion of papers on as collateral evidence, he hoped he 
would be confidered as afting for, and pleading the caefe 
of, every individual in the kingdom, either now or hereafter, 
who might be liable to profecution, and whofe innocence he 
would always prefume tooonfider as exifting, unlefs evident 
fa&s could be fubftantlated. He fhould contend that degrees 
of guilt are nwafured byoircumftdnces, which either extenu- 
ate or aggravate; and jn a charge where the Houfe of Com- 
mons became accufer^, he thought that the old mode which 
introduced the fadl immediately before the Houfe defervcd a 

. _ preference over that juft now infinuated in the prefect bu- 

finefs, where the mode of fnquiry is only fifhing for bu- 
iinefs. 

Mr.Fox^ Mr, i^(7;r obferved, that the method fuggefied by his right 
honourable friend fcemeimpreia iacswt oJ. xSofc accufed pci;- 
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fim than that which was ftated to be the cuftomary procefs; 
for in the latter, the Houfe affumes to itfelf the power of 
tcctifing at once ; but in that now offereil, he faw the Houfe 
.trying the merits of the cafe like a grand jury, before it 
would proceed to inquiry; and if there was any deviation 
from the eftabliflied forms of the ufual pradlice. it was 
m fevour of the fuppofed delinquent, who thus enjoyed a 
chance of acquittal thereby, which the other mode pre- . 
eluded. 

.Mn Burke begged leave to affure the Houfe, that ftiould Mr. Curkc. 
they call upon him to fpecify any of the charges he would 
comply; ahd he thought himfelf in poffeffion of fuch a 
volume of evidence, as would enforce convidlion before the 
tribunal to which he intended to refer it : fuch evidence as 
neither influence nor conneftion could withftand, nor cor- 
ruption awe; nay, fuch as would caufe the jullice of this 
country to exert itfelf. Amidft a multitude of other enor- 
mities, it wpuld appear, that the country of Oudfe had been 
defolated; the ladies of the royal family plundered; the no- 
bility ftripped of their property; armed foldiers quartered on 
the inhabitants to extort their property, and many other 

• crimes too deeply marked by violent barbarity, under the 
command, and by the diredlions of^ Warren Haftings, 
Efquife. 

. The motion was put by the Speaker, when 

Alderman Le Mcjur'ier took notice, that the book, fince AUerman 
the year 1782, now moved for, amounted to fix volumes in LcMcfuric 
folio, and from what appeared to him, fix others prior to 
that date might perhaps be neceflary for the right honour- 
ably gentleman's purpofe; he thought therefore that a rea- 
fpnable time fhould he allowed to the clerks, 

Mr. Burke now moved, ' 

** That there be laid before this Houfe, a copy or Mr. Burke 
. . << duplicate of the proceedings of the Governor General 
<f and Council of the 23d of September, 1783, on the or - 
« ders of the Court of Direftors relative to the women of 
\}^ the Nabob of Oiide's family. 

** That there be laid before this Houfe, copies or dupli- 
<< cates of all correfpondence relative to the conduft and 
« behaviour of the military forces in Oude, and of any 
** farnoing or managing, or propofal to farm or manage 
/* any revenues, by any Britifh officers in the Company's 
<* fervice in that province, or the dependencies thereof. 

" That there be laid before this Hou^e, copies of all 

• ^ the correfpondence of Major Palmer, a private agent to 
<< Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General of Bengal,- 
^ .4t the Court of Oude; as alfo of MaXox D;iN^^ ;i:i\^\!tiex 
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" of th^ private agents of the faid Warifen Hailing^, in Oude,> 
** together with their inftru(3ions.. 

. ** That there be laid before this Houfe, an acqount of all 
** .allowances made from the revenues bf Oude to the Englifh 
^' Refident and affiants, agent or agents, or other EnglifU 
** in a civil capacity, or to any other officers in the military. 
** fervice, over and above the pay and ordinary allowainces,, 
f* with copies or duplicates of all cprrefpondence relative! 
** thereto, not comprehended under the other orders of this 
<* Houfe. 

*' That there be laid before this Houfe, cppies or ddpli- 
" cates of all proceedings relative to the Rohilla and Bidgi- 
" gtir prize money, not contained in the Reports; of the Com- 
•* mittees of this Houfe. 

'« That there be laid before this Houfe, copie$ or dupU- 

n cates of aU correfpondenoe and other proceedings relative 

*« to the wife and the mother of Cheyt Sing, and the taking 

, *f of the place of their tefidence. ^ 

*^ Tliat there be laid be^or0 this Houfe, a copy or dupli- 
** catepf all correfpondence relative to the fl^^ and aUera- 
•' tions iq the government, and concerning the landed revc- 
«* nues, or the appointment or removal of any naib^ or ^ 

V puty, or deputies, in the province pf Benares, an^ th4 
«* appointment thereto or renioval thereftomj> of any Reli* 
♦* ^ent fince the fettleroent with Rajah Myhipnarain. 

" That there hie laid before thii$ ttoufe, extracts of any 
•* letters fhewing an account of the number pf the perfons 
** which the Beg^ims of Oude have at any time ftated they 

V were under the neceffity of maintaining. 

" That there be laid "before this Houfe, copies of dapK- 
^* cates of all minutes of confultatioti or 'other proceedings 
** relative to the Governor General of BcngaPs laft depfuta* 
«' tion to Lucknow, and the refolution not to fend a Rdident 
** thither, together with the inftruRions and powers given to 
** the laid Governor General. 

** That there be laid before this HouCe a copy or duplir 
•• cate of a letter from the Governor General and Council 

V of Fort WiUiam, to the Prefident and Seleft Committeei 
'* of Bombay, dated 26th December 1781, and received by 
*• the Lively, 24th May 1 783. 

" That there be laid before this Houfe, copies or dupli- 
** cates of all correfpondence and proceedii^s relaiti ve to th^. 
** Nabob of Farrockabad, not reported in the Reports of th^ 
** Carnatic or Judicature Committees. 

*' That there be laid before this Houfe, copies Pr dupli« 
** cates of all correfpondence and other proceedings reiativti 
'* to a Mahometan femiBary^eftaWifced at Calcutta. 

t<Thai( 
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^ That there be laid before this Houfe, copies or diipli« 
** eates of all correfpondence, or other proceedings relative to 
^ the. appointment of, or the attempt to appoint, Richard 
** Jo&ph Suhvaoy Efquire, late Secretary to the Seled 
*' Committee at Madras, to be ambaflador from the Nabob 
^ of Arcot to the Governor General and Council at Cal- 
'' CQtta; and alfo to be ambaflador from the Governor Ge-* 

V neral and Council of Calcutta to the Nabob of Arcot ; an4 
** alfo to be ambaflador from the Governor General and 
f^ Council to the Niz.am or Soubah of the Decan, from the 
^ date of the proceedings which have been reported by tlie 
f < Committee of Secrecy appointed to inquire into tlie caufes 

V of the Camatic war. 

«• That there be laid before this Houfe, a Letter from 
i^ Warren Haftings, Efquirc, to the Court of DireSors, re- 
^f lative to their cenfure of his condu(5t at Benares, ordered 
f^ by the faid Warren Haflings to be printed, and alfo the 
M anfwer of the Court of DireSors thereto. 
. '* That there be laid before this Houfe, a copy of a pa* 
^ ragrapb in the letter of the Court of Diredors to the 
f* Governor General and Council of Fort William, dated 
** lOth March 1785, permitting the Governor General, 
** Warren Haflings, Efquire, to reflgn the government of 
f* BcngaL*' 

The feveral motions pafled, and the Houfe adjourned. 

Tue/day, 2lft February. 

No debate, on account of the fmall number of ^members 
within the Houfe. 

JV^dnefdc^y 2 2d February. 

Mn Fox obferved, that when he had the honour to prefent Mr. Fo«»< 
the petition of the fliopkeepers of Weftminfter, praying a 
repeal of the a£t iippoflng a tax on retail fliops, he had no 
innru£tions to move, that the petitioners might be heardi 
^ther by themfelvesor counfel ; but having undcrflood flnce, 
that fucQ was their defire, he begged leave to move, ^* That 
^ the retail dealers, inhabitants of the city and liberty of 
f Weftminfter, who have petitioned this Houfe for a repeal 
^'. of an zSt pafled in the laft fei&on of Parliament, for 
*' granting to His Majefty certain duties on fliops within 
^ Great Britain, be at liberty to be heard by themfelves or 
•* counfel in fupport of the faid petition, before the Com- 
?* mittee of the whole Houfe, to whom the petition of 
^ the retail fhopkeepers of the city of Xx>ndoa is re- 
ff fcfred,"— The motion pafled, 
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Mr. Baftard remarked, that before the Houfe proceedeJ'to 
enter upon the difcuffion of the great queftion of fortifying 
the dock yards, he oonceived they ought to have the fulfeft 
information on the fubjedt which couid poflibly be procured* 
He flio^ld, therefore, as the time of the Houfe would be- 
come fully occupied by the debates likely to ehfue upon that 
day, he would barely move that ** an humble addrefs be 
*^ prefented to His Majefty, that he will begracioufly pteafed 
** to give direftions, that there be laid beu>re this Houfe a 
*' copy of the third datum referred to in the extrafls from 
•' the Report made to His Majefty by the Board oif Land 
.*' and Sea Officers appointed by His Majefty to inveftigafe 
*' and report on the proper fyflem of defence, anti on the 
** expediency and efficacy of the propofed plans for better fe- 
«* curing the dock yards at Portfmouth and Plymouth." 
Mr.CHan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that when information was de- 
oeUbr Pitt, manded by any honourable member, he always felt the 
ftrongeft inclination to have it granted, where it was poffible 
to afford it confiftently with the interefts and fafety.of the 
nation. That the information now required was not of that 
defcription, he apprehended, needed no other proof than 
barely to read the title of the paper called for by the honour- 
able gentlen^an's motion \ he accordingly read it for the Houfey 
and it appeared to be an account of the places and means by 
which an enemy could with the moft facility effe£l aii inva« 
Con. 
Mr.Ba^ Mr. Boflard SLtifv^ered that he could not conceive that any 
tord. ^ bad or dangerous confequences could poflibly refult frOm hy- 
ing upon the table the copy of a Report niade at fp remote a 
period ; but as he held a copy of the Report in his hand, he 
would read it as a pare of his fpeech, Mr. Baftard was pro- 
ceeding to read the report, when 
MT.Cban- Mr. if^bancellor Pitt begged leave to interrupt the honourable 
cdiorPitt. gentleman by affuring him that he could never acquiefce lA 
any member's reading, as.a part of his fpeech, a paper, pur- 
porting to be an official document, without ftating to the 
Houfe how he had obtained it, that fo they might know it W 
be authentic. It was alfo, whether authentic or not, irregular, 
and highly improper for any paper of fuch a nature to be ex* 
hibited without an order of the Houfe for producing it, fqjr 
only the Houfe at large could judge of its neceffity and ufe- 
fulnefs. Any information that could be derived from the 
Report now moved for, would in itfelf prove abfoliitely nu- 
gatory ; becaufe the refult of the Report by a Board of miK- 
tary and naval officers, (whofe competence ik> gentleman 
could poffibly queflioji) comprehended and involv^ the're- 
fult of the former Report ; and from this former Report, and 
from the nature of the lubjtOuoi iSaax^^^iXN^vdv he had 
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juft read to the Houfe^ it would appear that nothing but its 
gentod isefulc could with fafety be made public. 

Mr. Bajlard replied that he wiihed not by any means to Mr.BailardL 
jofringe upon the orders or pra£lice of proceeding in that 
Houfe, and if he had done fo in' any degree, he begged it 
might be imputed to bis not being fuflSciently experienced in 
ftbeirmo^e of proceeding. With regard to the Report, as he 
found it to be irregular to read it, he would not proceed^ 
but. would cpnteot himfelf with faying, that the whole jut 
of the queiiions and anfwers in that Report went to eilablifli 
it OS a pofition not to be difputed, that an enemy might ef- 
fiA an invafion if no attempt was made to bppofe and repel 
their efibrts, juft as if a perfon were to aik, if an enemy- 
could make a landing behind the Speaker's chair? and the 
Wifwer given was to be, *' Undoubtedly ; if no endeavour is 
•* .exerted to prevent it.*' 

Mn Baftard withdrew his motion. 

Captain Machride obferved that he rofc to n^ove for a pa- ra-.trn 
pert whichi in his idea, could not poflibly produce any incon- Micbridcw 
,veDience» or afford the leaft information to the enemies of the 
conntryy which might afie(Sl the fafety of the State. When 
the Board of Inquiry fat at Plymouth, the naval officers en- 
tered a minute on their proceedings, in(ifting on having be- 
fore them the Report of Lieutenant Hawkins, engineer, who 
bad infpe&ed the coaft of Whitefand Bay ; that Report had 
beea before them, and when that was feen, and the opinion of 
the naval officers upon it, it would be found that the naval 
t>fficers' opinion was direflly in the teeth of the fortifications. 
. The Captain concluded with moving *< That there be laid he^ 
**.fore this Houfe, a copv of the Report of the Board of 
** Naval Officers appointed in 1784, to inquire if an enemy 
*« can land in Whirefand Bay." 

^ Mr- Chancellor Pitt again declared his uneafinefs at being Mr. Chan- 
obilged to witUiold from any honourable gentleman fuch aids ccllorPitt, 
^nd ftiaterials as he might judge necefTary either for his own 
information, or that j>f tlie Houfe, on a fubjeft of fuch im- 
.portance as the prefent ; but his duty as a fervant of the pub- 
^i^, and as refponfible for the fecurity of the nation, moft 
Af\Et\y forbade him to give his aflent to the motion that had 
been maile. The Report of Lieutenant Hawkins was on a 
•fubjedl of a very delicate nature, and related to the pradlica- 
bility of an enemy's landing on Whitefand Bay, and the 
coaft adjacent from .the Ramhead to Eall Loop, an extent of 
feverat miles, and it alfo gave a particular detail of the tides, 
the foundings, the fmall harbours and inlets, the anchorage, 
and other material obje<Sls to be confitlered, with regard to 
.the pradlicability of an enemy's landing, as well as of the 
carious clrcumftances of fituation, of dlftanc^ c( ^\ow^ 
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and of Jjie time and difficolty Which muft attend the landing 
of troops, horfes and arilkry, and the preibabiiity there was^ 
in cafe of their landing, that they would be able to penetrate 
the country in order to make an attaek on the dock yard^ 
together with the time which it might be expiefted frigatec 
tould remain upon the coaft for the porpofeof effeAing itod 
covering the debarkation ; from which it muft appear to the 
Houfe how exceedingly incompatible ^ith wiOom tod pd« 
lify it would be to have it laid before the Public in^e maii^ 
ncr now demanded. 
Optain Captain Macbride begged leave to affure the tfoufe that b« 

Biacbride. difdaimed any intention of moving for papers which might 
convey information to the enemy, and obferved riiat the land- 
ing muft be cfiefled before the enemy could proceed to pene* 
txatc the country, and that, oonfequently, tfhc naval part-cf 
the queftion was eflential to the HouTe, as a prknary confi- 
deration to any confeqnehces which mfg|ht taike place^ after , 
the enemy had once landed. He ridiculed the idea of our 
having it in our power to communicate any intdligeQce r^ 
<pc6ling the British c6aft« to the enemy, for they knew theiA 
full as well as we did ourfelves, as every body might teect« 
left, when it was confidwed that the Freryrh fifliing boats 
were perpetually over in our bays and harbours ; befides, was 
it to^be imagined that they would attempt to land in comerBy 
and on fuch parts of oirt* coafts which they muft perceive our 
cruizers carefully avoiding, as dangerous in the extreme f 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt, difclaiming any feelings of a perfooal 
nature on the fuhjeft of the Report moved for, which, he 
faid, it was impoffible to impute to him with any fhadow 6f 
either propriety or juftice, added, that it was impoilible for 
hfm, who knew the honouriible gentleman's zeal for the fer-* 
vice of his country, and the great reputation which he had 
acquired in the difcharge of his profeffional duty, to fufped 
for a rnoment, any hut the pureft intentions to have influ~ 
tnced him in making his motion. He argued againft the at^ 
"tempting to go into the detail of the Report, in conformity 
to the wifties of the honourable gentleman oppofite, • by obn 
ferving, that as the fubjedl matter of the Report was of fadi 
a nature as appearetl to the Houfe to be improper for them to 
inveftigate, and as they had, as it had been well faid in that 
Houfe, *« fent the queftion to an arbitration,** by direSing 
tliat a Board ftiould be appointed for the purpofe, becaufe the 
bufinefs could he done more effeftually^and more fecretly in 
that mode than by a parliamentary inquiry, it was departing 
•from the principle of the Houfe now to enter upon the mi- 
nute parts of the fubjeft, which it had already avOwed ideff 
incapahte of examining with propriety. 'He demanded aft 
^exphnatien-from the honoM\a\>\e gwixVemwi^ ^ketbeer he hA 
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intended to flats that the land officers diflentdd in their opi- 
nion from the report of Lieutenant Hawkins, or that the 
rami offieert had difapproved of the fyftem of fortifications 
in Mo^ a pofition which, as the honourable gentleman had 
not abfolutely affirmed, he coiild, without any rudenefs, diu 
vbAlj contradi6l, as the very firft article of the Report went 
to eftablilh the neceffity ot fortifications by an unanimous 
TOte of the whole Board. 

Captain Macbride withdrew his motion. 
• Geiieral Burgwne begged leave to point out two omtffions Gcnml 
In the extracts from the Report of the Board of Naval and B»^«oync 
Military officers which appeared to him material. Me did 
not mean to caft any imputation whatever, or to have it ima- 
gined that he thought the omiflion wilful ; he did not believe 
llMywere; but he thought it right to mention them. Al- 
though he was as fully prepared upon the ful^edl a^ ever ha 
Aoald be, yet he had a motion to make for iome papers, to 
^ich he did not forefee the pofiibility of an ohjeftion, but 
wbicby in his humble judgement, were fo important and fo 
highly neceiTary to be before the Houfe, that the Houfe 
would not be ripe to proceed to difcufs the queftion of forti- 
fications, till after the papers fhould have been put upon the 
table. The General then moved for " a return of the infan- 
•♦ try in the kingdom, the number of effeftives, and the de- 
*• ficiencies to complete the eftablifhment in the year 1779.'* 

This motion occafioning another converfation of fome 
length; 

Mr. Martin profefTed himfelf an advocate for all the infer- Mr.Martid 
nation which it was poilible to procure, but declat-ed that 
not one of the papers moved for upon that day, went to the 
removal of the objedtion which he felt to the propofcd fyf- 
tem of fortification^ and that was, that the adoption of that 
iyftem would make an increafe of the Handing army riecef- 
ianr, a matter which he Was too much of a Whig to give his 
<^nfent to, notwithftanding the good opinion he entertained 
of the noble Duke at the head of the ordnance, and the great 
partiality of his mind to His Majefty's prefent Miniftcrs, who 
be hoped would long remain in pofleffion of His Majefty*s 
confidence, and the confidence of the People. Mr. Martin 
concluded by remarking that he did not confider the queriion 
of fortifications as perlonal, nor did he fpeak from private 
motives of any kind, but he thought it his duty to declare 
his genuine fentiments, and he hoped that every friend of the 
Minifter would alfo give his genuine fentiments refpe6ting 
the fubjoA. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that he etilirely coincided in Mr.chao. 
printiple^ fas in general he had the goodfovlutveXo^o,^vCcv^^^^^'^>^^ 
iw bonounble geatleman) that an increafe wv xXn^ ^^w^v^^ 
Vol. XIX. Y ^^^ 
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army Would indeed occafiori an ainioft infurmoun table objec- 
tion to the accomplifhmeat of the plan under confideration ; 
but he afTured him and the HoUfe, that they need be under 
no apprehenfions of any fuch neceffity arifing from the fortw 
fications propofed being carried into execution. He would, 
he declared, undertake to prove to tlie faiisfadtion of every 
unprejudiced' perfon, that fo far from rendering it neceffary 
to increafe the ftanding army, they would operate in the di- 
re£l: contrary way, and aflFofd the means of defending the 
kingdom, in cafe of an invafion, with a much fmaller force 
than was at prefent neceflary. As to the paper moved for 
he could fee' no fort of neceffity for it, as it appeared to him 
to relate to one of thofe matters which formed the immediate 
duty of the executive government. 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox remarked that if, the right honourable gentlemaa 
really meant to rcfift fuch a motion as that of his honourable 
friend, it would be better to fay at once, fortification was 
not a fit queftion for that Houfe to difcufs ; for how was it 
poffible for the Houfe to form any opinion refpeSing the pro- 
priety of making fortifications, if they were not allowed' 
the means of judging upon the fubjedl ? It was admitted, he 
conceived, on all hands, that fortifications muft neceffarily 
be confidered in oncof thefe two lights : they would either ' 
prove a ftrength to the kingdom, or they would add to its 
weaknefs, and in cafe of an invafion, ftrengthen the enemy. 
Ttis muft depend altogether on our capacity of manning 
them, and keeping them in our own hands ; and how was 
that matter to be decided and afcertained ? It could be known 
only by two means, and, for his own part, he fliould prefume 
no good Minifter would refort to the luppofition, as to what 
might happen to be the internal force of the kingdom at any 
future period, — he furely would not, but would look back 
to what t«he internal force of the country had been during 
eras of danger. He would not take upon him to pronounce . 
that the y^ar 1779 was the beft year to be felefled for the. 
objects of the motion, or whether it would not be proper 
to feleft a feries of years, in order that the matter might be 
more fairly viewed and determined ; but at any rate he faw 
i>ot the utility of the Houfe's proceeding to the debate upon 
the fortifications, without having fome fuch papers- before 
them as thofe for which his honourable friend had mpved< 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that he Jhould have looked 
ccHotPiu. upon it as a reafonable and fair opinion for gentlemen to en- 
tertain, that His Majefty's Minifters would not come to 
Parliament to require money for the ereftion of fortifications, 
without having firft duly confidered the profpe<Jk of .being 
• ^ libJe to garrifon them properl'^ •, ;vv\AAVv^X'w^^what he meant 
when he gave it as his ppmvou iWtxVv^ oVvi&.^'tli!^^2Ki'^^^^ 
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feemed to him to relate to one branch of the peculiar func^ 
tibns of the exiscutive government. If, however, the Houfe 
thought it a fubjed neceffary for them to inquire into, he 
had no fort of objedion to confent to the motion except that 
which naturally arofe in his mind at feeing the attendance 
t)f a full Houfe on a fuhjedt of great importance, and having 
gentlemen difappointed and fent aWay without entering on 
the bufinefs which they expe£ted to have fin i /bed. He could 
noty however, conceal his adoniflmient that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman fhould not have before now made up his 
mind on that prt of the fubje<5t, as he believed he could 
iafely fay, that the fyftem of fortification had been at one 
time under the confideration of the' right honourable gentle- 
man himfelf, and by him as a Minlfter received with appro- 
bation. He fliould, therefore expe£t, that when the bufinefs 
came regularly forward, the right honourable gentleman 
would have no objeftion to ftateand explain the reafons that 
had ii^duced him to alter his opinion, if he had in fad chang- 
.ed it upon' the fubjeft. He fliould by all means confent to 
the motion, notwithftandicg his regret at having the bufinefs 
of the day poftponed ; but he hoped that this was the lall in- 
tended delay of the kind, and begged that if any gentleman 
defired more information than had been already granted, he 
woujd now move for it, as he fhould by no means confent 
to any farther procraftination on any pretence whatfoever. 

Mr. Fa^i replied that his honourable friend meant to have Mr. Fox. 
mad6 the motion yefierday, but it was well known that he 
could not do it as there was no Houfe; and with refpeft to 
faimfelf, he really had never read the Report till it was print- 
ed; and therefore could not be a judge whether the papers 
|iow .moved for would be neceffary or not, before the Report 
was delivered out to the members of that Houfe. As to 
what the right honourable gentleman had faid of his having at 
one time roinifterially confidered and approved of the pro- 
pped fyftem of fortification, he would venture to advance 
one pofition, and tlie right honourable gentleman might 
wreft it to whatfoever conftrudlion he thought proper ; and 
this was, that whatever opinion he might have lightly taken 
up at a former period upon any given fubjeft, which at a <lif- 
tance of time came to be more immediately under his con- 
fideration, and he after a fee on d and matures delilv;: irion 
found reafon to think difFerentlv, he fhculd never be alhamed 
of acknowledging that he had changed bis fentiments. 

Mr. Courtenay remarked, that the p-'i- -t might be refufed, Mr. Cour 
for better reafons than any which he had heard advanced that tenay. 
nfght; as the producing it would give eithei thr^ Public or 
the Houfe (lo yery favourable impreffiou of \.V\^ ^itcw'c^yf:.^^^ 
cprre6inefs, and principle on which the tvo\A^ 'Dx^iVw^ \v^^ 
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profecute4 this important inveftigalion. It would perhaps 
appear, that the Board of Naval and Land Officers bad prc- 
vioufly determined, that 22,000 men were imply fufficient 
for the defence of Portfmouth and Plymouth, without their 
having any return of the military eftabliftment befiwc them; 
and confcquently without knowing whether fuch a number 
of troops could be fupplied. On the fame principle they 
^inuft have determined, by implication, on the ftrength of 
the military eftablifliment of France, as they muft haye ex- 
«6tly afcertained the number ©f troops with Which the fup- 
pofed attack could poilibly he made; and againA which 
22,000, in their opinion, would prove an adequate defence and 
fpcurity. It appeared therefore not a little aftoniihing, that 
^ihefc two moft el^[ential points were abfolutely fixed by the 
noble Puke and the Board, though it Was now admitted by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that no return, even of 
%he military force of this country, ha,A been laid before them; 
ftill lefs could they have difcovered the capability of Franoai 
for the expefled attack. 

At length the motion amended pai&d thus : 

*^ That an humble addrefs be prefent^ to His Majefty, 
f* that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give direflions, that 
f* there be laid before this Houfe, a ftateof the Britifti army, . 
*' as diftribute^l in the different parts of the world, in the 
*' months qf June and December, in the years 1778, iJJ^y 
** 3780, 1781, and 1782; and likewife of the foreign troops 
*^ in jfhe pay of Great Britain at thofe feveral period^. 

** That an humble addrefs be prqfented to His Majefly, 
f* that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give direaions^ ,that ' 
** there he laid before this Houfe, a ftate of tlte diftribution 
** of the land forces \tx South Britain, in the month of Auguft, 
V in the years 1779, 1780, ^781, and 1782.'- 
Ordered, ' 

That the faid addrefTes be pr^fented to His Majefty by fucl^ 
^embers of this Houfe as arc of His Majefty^s mof^ hpnopr* 
^ble Privy Council. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thurfdayy 23d Fthruarp 
No inaterial debate took place, 

Friday^ 24th February^ 

Major Major Scott remarked, that, durlpg every ftiinute ftibfe: 

tcttt. quent to that in which a right honourable gentleman (Mn 
Burke) had moved for papers, his eagernefs and anxiety to fee 
fhem all produced contmua\ly \tvcttafe^\ ^vA,\\«.i^Wt;>\iad^ 
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le goiK twice to the EajEl-India Houfe, for the purpofe of dif- 
ioverifig in what probable time they would become fubmit- 
pi, to the inveftigation of the Houfe. He had been in- 
i^nned tbut morning, that the greateft part of the papers 
reve alxeady prepared, and he would wiih to move, that fuch 
m were ready, ihould be prefented, without any delay, that 
im Houfe might have an early opportunity of perufing 
hcokm He could aflure the Houfe, that the only anxiety he 
S^t Was, to bring forward the bufinefs as quick as poffible ; 
md that anxiety had been increafed by his obferving what 
wk% doing out of doors, where the mofl fcandalous mifrepre- 
ientations of what had been faid in that Houfe were zea- 
dOofly and infidioufly difperfed. He well knew that fuch 
Hifi^refentations could not ailedl the Houfe, on whofe juf- 
:ice and impartiality he had the firmeft reliance ; but when 
H& and injurious calumnies were afferted, and when thofe 
»1nnmies were imputed to a member of that Houfe, with a 
riew of afie£ting the chara£ler of a man who had long en- 
joyed a very high office abroad, it became a matter of great 
importance^ that no ftudied or unneceflary delay fhould be 
ilfc^y in bringing forward thofe charges, to fubftantiate which 
ttie papers were moved for. Major Scott then read an ex- 
traft from a newfpaper, that " perfans living under the protec- 
'* tion rf the Briti/h Government hady in India, affually been 
F* put to theiortun by the orders of Mr. Haftings," This was 
an aflertion totally void of foundation. The honourable 
member (he was informed) had faid no fuch thing. Of this 
matter Mr. Haftings remained in total ignorance; and ab- 
iblutely certain it was, that no Englifhman had either au-- 
Ithorized or countenanced fuch an atrocious a£t of cruelty ; 
jret as the report was framed moft mifchievoufly to deceive 
and to exafperate the Public, he fliould beg leave to move 
that all papers whatfoever ihould, in the firft moment of be- 
logready, become fubmitted to the infpedlion of the Houfe. 

The opeaker told the Major his motion was informal and 
vtmeceflkry. 

Mr. Pye moved, that the bill for reducing all the laws re- 
lating to the militia into one zSt of Parliament be committed 
for W ednefday fe'nnight. 

Mr. Rolle having obfcrved, that as any bill defigned to in- Mr. RolleJ 
troduce a novel fyftem for the militia muft, by its nature, 
))ecome a point of deep importance, concerning which the 
fX)untry (hould, if poffible, be previoufly confulted, exprefled 
fais wiihes that a longer time had been allowed. The af- 
j^zes were coming on ; it appeared therefore to be highly 
proper that the bill ihould not be hurneA. xivtow^ x^'^ 
Houfe but that it Ihould at leaft wait t\\\ aitet xVva ^nSSv-l^.^^ 
utd till the refpe&able grand juries hu^ beeu ;x\\onn^^ to ^^-^5^^ 
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their judgement upon it. He added, that he was not 
afhamed of meeting his conflituents and confulting them 
as to their wiflies upon great public occafions : if the bill 
was not to be urged on farther at prefent, he (hduld have an 
opportunity of feeing his conflituents and knowing their 
fentiments, an information which could not be acquired, 
were the defign of referring the bill at a very early moment 
to a Committee to be carried into execution, 

Mr. Pyc. Mr. Pye anfwered, that the bill was not to be confidered 
as a new bill; but merely as a bill reducing all the militia 
laws into one aft. There were alfo parts in the bill which 
furely would meet the approbation of the Houfe as they 
went to favings; in particular, a claufe enafting, that the 
men fliould be balloted for five years inftead of three : he 
hoped therefore, that the bill, which certainly contained 
very novel matter, would be allowed to ftand committed for 
Wednefday iennight. 

%/iv. Rollc* Mr. Rolle begged leave to remind the honourable gentle- 
man, that he had himfelf mentioned a circumftance of con- 
fiJerable importance, and fufficient in his itiind to induce 
the Houfe to agree to poftpone the commitment of the bill; 
he fliould therefore move by way of amendment, that the 
bill be committed for the 3d of ApriL ' 

[When it had been obferved that the circumftance of | 
changing the period which the men were to ballot for from I 
three years to five, was not a part of the printed bill, but 
was left blank for the Houfe in the Committee to decide 
as they thought proper,] 

Mr. Rolle remarked that he had during the recefs, written 
to an honourable gentleman oppofite to him, to know what 
were to be the alterations in refpe£k to the militia that werfe 
to be introduced into the bill ; and the honourable gentle- 
man had written him in anfwer, that the bill was not fuf- 
ficiently digefted for him to ftate what they were : as there- 
fore the honourable gentlemen who had undertaken to pre- 
pare the billj had fpent fo much time about the fubjeft, 
furely other country gentlemen ought to be permitted to 
have an opportunity of confidering the bill maturely, and 
confulting their conflituents refpeSing it. 

Mr. Mar- Mr. Mar/ham acknowledging this circumftance, faid, that 

^^- he had in return fent him word, that the whole of the bill 
was not at that time digefted, but he had at the fame time 
informed him of the propofal to change tlie period of ballot- 
ing the men for five years inftead of three ; the honourable 
gentleman therefore had been apprized of that occurrence 
upon which he now {eemei to Xtc^ , fo much ftrefs long 
enough to confult his conftvlueuU ie^^^8C\tv^ \\^ xxwax^. 
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Mr. yolliffe remarked, that when he felt the magnitude Mr. JoUiffc 
and importance of a bill in which he could not avoid confi- 
d^ing all ranks within the kingdom as parties deeply in- 
terefted, his prepoflefGons became the flronger in favour of 
the motion : the bill therefore ought not to be hurried in 
its progrefs, but time fhould be given to the grand juries 
who would be convened at the enfuing aflizes, to fee the bill 
and form an opinion upon it ; fo that if the people thought 
proper they might inftruft their reprefentatives upon the 
fubjetSb, and the Houfe in their decifion upon it might a6l 
agreeably to the known fenfe of the country. 'I'he propo- 
lals to ballot the men for five years inftead of three, and to 
call out the militia annually, were points upon which he was ' 

not perfedly decided, but he flioukl declare his fentiments 

' at the proper time. He begged not to l^ mifinulerftood, 
nor to have it fuppofed that he was an enemy to the militia; 
no man in that Houfe was a more fincere friend to the infti • 
tution, and he thought it unfair in the honourable gentle- 
men who had turned their attention more particularly to the 
fubjedl, and prepared the bill, to charge every member of • 
that Houfe who was not willing to give his immediate con- 
fent to the putting the country to the expence of calling out 
the militia every year, with being an enemy to the inlli tu- 
tion; indeed he thought the right honourable gentleman 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had been ufed rather 
hardly the other day in having it imputed to him that he 
was no friend to the militia, merely becaufe he was not wil- 
ling to give a decided opinion upon that important point 
till he had heard it fully difcuffed and debated, and by that 
means had afcertained the fenfe of the Houl'e in general re- 
fpe6iing it. With thefe ideas, he was perfuade<l that the 
Houfe would confider him as fully jiiftified, when preffing 
carneftly upon their minds the necefSty of fetting apart a 
longer period for a deliberate inveftigation. 

Lord Mahon faid, if the faft were, that the fenfe of the Ld.Maf.on 
country ought to be taken, either by giving time for the 
grand juries to fee the bill and have an opportunity of con- 
fidering it previous to its being pafled, or by any other 
means, and it were true that a blank was left for words to 
be inferted enafting how long the men fliould be balloted 
for, that was a ftrong reafpn for the bill's being fent to a 
Committee as foon as poffible, in order that the blanks might 
be filled up ; becaufe, by that being done, the country would 
fee what the bill really was, and be capable of judging 
whether the alterations were for the better or the worfe. If 
ithe country ou^^ht to fee it, what cow\A X.\\e>j \a;ixw itorrev^. 
Blank bill? The idea, of lending it into tVve coxxtvW'^ >q^Iox^ 

the blanks were Med up would be abtuiOi^xu^iv^v^^a^^^^^'^ 
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the extreme ; and therefore would he advif^ that tlie bill 
ihould go to a Conimittee on Wednefday ie'nnight, and 
after that, be printed with all the amendments made by the 
Committee. 
Mr. Itollf. Mr. Rolle faid, that he had gone to the nleeting of gen- 
tlemen who had undertaken to prepare a new militia bill, 
and had b^n given to underftand, that no gentleman but 
fuch as had ferved in the militia could be admitted : he 
knew that his conftituents would oppofe feveral of the re- 

f;ulations, and he wiflied to give thehi time to coafider them 
ully- 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved, that he could fcarcely . 

cc or Put. Y^^y^Q believed it poffible, that a converfation upon a fubjefl: 
which, in its prefent flage at leaft, required but a fliort 
difcuffion, could have become extended to a long debate— 
An honourable member (Mr. Rolle) feemed defirous of ' 
poflponing the commitment of the bill till after the af&zes, 
in order that the feveral grand juries might have an oppor- 
tunity of judging of it, and fuggefting their fentiments to 
their reprefentatives ; but he did not fee how that very lau- 
dable inclination of the honourable gentleman to hear the 
opinion of his conftituents fhould induce him to wiih to 
poflpone the commitment, however it might be an argu- 
nfent for deferring to pafs the bill. He, for his part, fhould 
be for the commitment on the earlier day; but he did not by 
any means pledge himfelf as to his opinion, whether te 
fhould vote for a delay in appointing a time for the thii^d 
reading of the bill or not; for, though he looked upon the 
bufmefs as of the utmoft confequence, and thought it highly 
proper on fuch occafions for the Houfe to give every oppor- 
tunity to the nation at large to form their judgements and 
opinions concerning them, yet he was inclined tq^ think the 
prefent a diftinft and feparate queftion, and not being on 
the general policy of a militia, but on a mere matter of re- 
gulation, it was a fubjeft fitter for a parliamentary than a 
more' popular difcuffion, He apprehended, that the queftion 
between a long or a ihort interval, from the commitment 
to the third reading of the bill, would be entirely governed 
by tlie ftate in which it,fhould leave the Committee: if it 
then appeared to contain any thing new, any thing doubt- 
ful, or any thing likely to create a great variety of opinion 
in the Houfe, he fhould then fuppofe it would prove the 
general fenfe of gentlemen to allow a long ddy for the third 
reading ; but otherwife, he could fee no'reafon for deferring 
if. Every man in the kingdom agreed in opinion on th« 
propriety and ufefulnefs of the tri\YvU2L, 2l% ^ ^t^l tefoarcc 
of national defence, and therefote otv tV^x. V«aA \>[v^\^ co^ 
be tio variance of ideas •, the onU m^X« \u ^v^Y^\ft h«q^^ 
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bow tQ render it moft efficacious toward the great end of its 
inftitation, the defence of the kingdom. If it ihould be 
foond, that it was not abfolutely neceflary for the purpofe, 
that it ihould be called out every year, then no gentleman 
could ojJpofe the faving of fo much money as the embodying 
of it would neceflarily demand : but if, on the contrary, it 
appeared, that by not embodying of it annually, it would be* 
come lefs ferviceable, or in any degree inadequate to its end^ 
then furely there could be no doubt of the neceffity of annu- 
ally calling them out notwithftanding the expence, whatever 
it might be, that fiiould be thereby incurred. 

Mr. Mar/ham begged leave to animadvert upon one par- Mr. Mar 
ticular point which had been ftated by the honourable mem- fliam. 
ber who began the debate, and that was in refpefl to the ho- 
nourable gentleman's having been denied admiffion when he 
came While fome other gentlemen and himfelf were engaged 
upon the fubjecSl. There was a general meeting advertifed, 
to which every gentleman who was a friend to the militia 
was invited to come, and every member of both Houfes of 
Parliament: that meeting cliofe a Committee, and having 
done fo, it would have beeti exceedingly improper for the Com- 
mittee to have been open to whoever chofe to attend it ; be- 
caufe in tliat cafe it would have been impoffible for the Com- 
mittee to have executed any bufinefs, and the very end of its 
inftttufion would have been loft. The honourable gentleman 
had to blame himfelf therefore for not having attended the 
general meeting. 

•' Mr. P^ declared, that he had never entertained the leaft Mr. Pyt^ 
idea of excluding the honourable gentleman (Mr. Rolle) from 
the meeting to which he had alluded ; he had, on the con- 
trary, in perfon, aiked him to accompany him to the St. 
Alban*s Tavern to the meeting. 

The Secretary at fVar brought up the return of the military xh/j ScGr« 
force of the kingdom in the years 1778, 1779, 1780, 1781, taryatWa 
and 17.82, with a fpeci£c account of the dillribution of it^ as 
prdered on Wednefday laft. 

General Burgoyne moved that it (hould be printed. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved, that although a warm advo- Mr. Cfaan- 
cate for the neceffity of prefenting all proper information to ccUor Pia 
the Houfe, he muU beg leave ftrepuouJly to contend againfl: 
ithe produAion of papers moved for by the honourable Ge- 
neral, left danger ihould en fue from their becoming points of 
-notoriety. He could not but tbvnk, that to let the papers 
lie pn tfie table, would be. fufficient for the information of 
ifuch gentlemen as intended to m^e ufe of thetu in argument 
.Ml. the coiirfe of. Monday *$ debate ; nor could he think, withp 
^Mit pain^ of tb$ conie^ueilc^s.'iof ' the growing cuftom of 
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introducing official paj^rs almoft as often as they were 
defired. 

The Hbufe adjourned. 

Afondayy 27th February. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt begged leave eameftly to fabmtt to 
ccllor Pitt, the moft ferious and deliberate attention of the Houfe, a 
proportion which, in bis humble opinion, it behoved them 
to adopt previous to their forming themfelves into a Com* 
mittee of Supply ; in order that it might ferve as a dir^£iioa 
to that Committee in what manner to regulate that kind of 
vote which naturally might be expefte d from them at thci 
clofe of the debate. Little, indeed, was his aftoniihmeiit 
excited) when he refle£ted with how prejudiced a comment 
great numbers of the public bad cliofen to defcribe the queftidn 
for difcuffion ; becaufe, as much within as beyond the walls 
of Paiiamenti its real nature had been concealed by an iofi- 
dious colouring ; to give a lading force to which, all arts were 
put in pra<9.ice. 

The fyftem of fortification bad been dragged forth to pub- 
lic view as deferving the fevereft cenfures which could be 
thrown on any meafure of Government ; and there bad been 
attempts to excite againft it, the feelings, the paffions, and 
even the moft eftimable prejudices of the nation. It 'was re« 
prefented as novel in its principle, as unconftitiitioiial in its 
tendency, by laying a foundation for the increafeof the ftand^ 
ing army, and as calculated to divert into either a nfelefs or 
a dangerous channel thofe fefources which ought rather to be 
applied to that great foAiddation of our ftrength, of our glory^ 
and of our charaderiftic fuperiority over the reft of the na* 
tions of Europe— our Navy. Thole were in themfelves fub- 
ftantial objeoions, and fuch as, if they did reaUy apply to the 
cafe, ought to carry with them an infuperable authority : but 
he was come down- prepared with fuch arguments as he flat* 
tered himfelf would appear to the Houfe (ufficient to afifwei^ 
and even overtutnj them all; and in Order that the whol« 
fcope and objedk of his reafoning might be the more l-eadity 
and clearly underftood, he t^^ould ftate, at thid otitfet> the 
nature of his propofition^ which he had fo worded as. Id 
compi'ehend the whole of the feveral principles on which, Ift 
his ttiinrd,; tJie quefiion wa» to ftand. He had, dm a' fdntlsr 
*^y. ftgg^ftfl<J> that thd'fAbA regoUr mode for debating the 
fubjeft would arife in- the Committee of Supply, when the 
queftron would be^ wlietber'to vote the wbote'of tbe'^mhuid 
ordnance eftimates, wbieb #o^d amount to about yo^^bool. 
to vote c^ly 250,0001^ and by fuch mesifis - prevent tlie 
plication of the 50^oooli TOied vti ^ (oxtatt^^tOSm^fiMr the 
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purpofe of fortifications, from the objcdl for which it had 
been intended, by obliging the Board of Ordnance to apply 
^t to the current fervice of the year; and, by fo doing, to 
put an efie£lual flop to the whole fyfteip. From many 
things, however, which had fallen from gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houfe, he was induced to wilh, that a dif- 
ferent method of arguing the qiieflion fhould be adapted; 
and he accordingly deviled the prefent mode.as beft calcu^ 
bted, in his opinion, to afford an opportunity of difcufllng, in 
their fiiUeft extent, every principle which could pofiQbly be 
involved in the proceeding, as well as thofe in oppofition to 
it as thofe in its favour. It was alfo more confiftent with the 
great importance of the fubjedl to bring it immediately be- 
lorc the Houie, in the form of a fpecitic refolution, recog- 
nizing a great and momentous principle, and founded en that 
principle, an inflru^SUon to the Committee, than to fend it to 
the Committee at once, as it were incidentally and collate- 
rally. The refolution which he propofed, before he lat down, 
to move to the Houfe was, 

*^ That it appears to thjs Houfe, that to provide effeftu- 
" ally for fecuring His Majefty's dock yards at Portfmouth 
** and Plymouth, by a permanent fyftem of fortification, 
*' founded on the moft wconomical principles, and requiring 
*• the fmallefl number of troops poffible to anfwer the pur- 
^* pofe of fuch fecurily, is an effential objedl for the fafety of 
<* the State, intimately conne<5led with the general defence of 
** the kingdom, and neceflary for enabling the fleet to aft 
** with full vigour and effeft, for the protedion of com- 
** merce, the fupport of our diftant pofleffions, and the pro- 
^ fecution of offenfive operations in any war in which the 
f* nation may hereafter be engaged." 

He felt it impoffible to contemplate this important quef- 
tion without regarding it as a portion of that momentary 
fyftem which challenged, from its nature, the utmoft care of 
all adminiftrations whatfoever; a fyftem upon which refted 
the fecurity and the glory of the national defence. And, in 
order to judge of its neceffity, towards that great objeft, he * 
jbouid attempt, but with much pain, to bring back the recol- 
le£lion of the Houfe to the unfortunate and calamitous fitu- 
tion to which we were expofed in the late war, much in con- 
fequence of our want of thofe fortifications which it ^ya$ 
the aim of the prefent queftion to provide. A confiderable 
part of our fleet was coiifiqed to our ports, in order to pro-^ 
te£t our dock yards; and thus we were obliged to do what 
Great Britain had never done before — to carry on a mere de- 
fenfive war; a war in which, as in every other war merely 
fletenfive,we were under the neceffity oC vj;xft.m^ oMt \^ 
fourcfisif said uppmrmg om flrength, wltUowX ^iv^ y^q^'^^- ^^ 
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benefiting ourfelves but at the lofs of a great and valuable? 
. part of our poffeffions, and which at laft was terminated by 
ii necejfary peace* Shame and afflidlion were brought upon 
us by the American war. Was the Houfe ready to ftand re- 
fponfible to pofterity for a repetition of fuch difgraces and 
misfortunes ? Were they willing to take upon themfelyes thcf 
^hazard of tranfmitting to the next generation thofe dangers 
and thofe confequent calamities which they had themfelves 
fo bitterly experienced ? The fubjeiS of fortifications w^s 
not now for the firft time to be diJcufied ; it had been before 
the Houfe during the courfe of the laft feffion, and from what 
palled then, together with what had been done in confe- 
quence of it, he thought there was very little room, compa- 
tible with Gonfiftency of conduft, for that oppofition which 
he apprehended was intended to be given to the prefent mea- 
fure. The Houfe, in the laft feffion, had feemecf well aware, 
that fuCh an inquiry as was neceflary towards forming a pro- 
per judgment on the fubjeft, was by no means a proper one for 
it to go into. It had been, on all hands, agreed, that it was, 
in a great meafure, a queftion of confidence, and they had^ 
therefore, acquiefced in his propofal of fending it to the arbi-j 
tration of a Board of Land and Sea Officers, to be confii- 
tuted for that exprefs pufpofe. That Board had, of courfe^ 
been appointed, and confifted of every thing that was great 
and refpedlable in the two profcflions ; they ' had given the 
fubjeft an higher degree of confideration and refearch than 
had ever been known on fuch an occafion in any other age or 
country. The Report made by that Board was in itfelf fo 
direft, and fo conclufive, as to the necelfity of the meafure, 
that it ought in itfelf completely to determine the queftion, 
Ihould it even appear that the reafons of a collateral nature 
advanced in oppofition to it were entitled to the authority 
which fome perfons feemed inclined to give them. Concern- 
ing the queftions, " whether the dock yards could properly 
and efFeftually be defended by a naval force alone; by a mi- 
litary force alone; or by a naval and military force com- 
bined ? or whether it was neceflary that fortifications fliould 
be erefted for their defence ? and if fo, what fort of fortifi- 
cations were likely fo be moft efieiSlual f" The Board had an- 
fwered, that neither a naval nor a military force, nor even 
both united, could afford a fufficient fecurity for the nation to 
rely upon ; but that the fortifications were abfolutely necef- 
Tary, and that, of all modes of fortification^ the mode fug- 
gefted by the Mafter General of the Ordharico was the moft 
f eligible, as being the moft adequate to the defence propofed, 

capable oi being manned by the fmalleft force, requiring the 
Jleatt expence to ere(9:, and parUcMlatVj ^"s 4ff6\d\Tv^ an in- 
crea£ag degree of fecurity, as tYie^^tt^fcit9L^ftL\\!6&Ssk\MS^ 
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that if any given portion of them were completed, and the 
remairtder unfinifhed, yet even tliat part fo completed Wouldl 
afford a great deal of llrength. Such were the characters and 
iibiiities of the oflScers who compofed that board, that it 
would naturally follow a& the higheft degree of inconfiilency* 
were the Houie, after having referred the various branches of 
the detail of the inquiry to ihe Board of Officers, to rtuffumd 
that duty which they hud already declined as being out of 
their reach, and atremptto revile and corrcdt the Report of thd 
Board. All that the Houfe ought to attend to Was the ge- 
neral refult of thel^eport of thar I'card ; for, it was itfelf in- 
capable of inveltigating the fubjeft minutely, and by detail; 
much lefs was it Capable of corre6ling or deciding on the Re- 
port of the Officers. In order to diminiflithe credit of thei 
Report, (for the credit of the perfons who framed it could 
hot be impeached) attempts were made to prove, that thtl 
inftrudlions given to the Board ot General Officers wer6 
fuch 23 confined them to the neceffity of coming to one cer- 
tain refult, by means of data propofed for their cbnfideration^ 
which weie all merely hypothetical, and afforded no latitude* 
to them for the exercife of their own judgement. But hoVir 
was it poflible this could have been the cafe, when to thd 
two firft data the whole ]>oard were imanimous in giving 
their opinion, and tht- ir opinion on thofe data were entirely 
conclufive on the whole of the fubievft, for they went (and 
Vto unanimoufly) to ellablilh the neceffity of tortificatioiis ? 
■ — ^Was it credible that a Board, confillingof fuch men, could 
pofllbly be duped by chimerical and abfurd hypothefes, fo ab- 
furd and fo extravagant, that he iccol leered tlie honrturabla 
General had Hated them as tantamount to a convuljion of na* 
ture? Was it to be fuppofed that they could be fd eafily- 
/mifled and drawn unanimouily into an opinion on a fubjeo: 
of fuch magnitude, and contrary to their own conviction J 
Bat, in faft, it was impoffible to impute any fuchi delufion ill 
the prefent inftance, for the anfwcr to the Krft data waS ab- 
folutely unqualified, and pofitive, and recognized the necef- 
fity of^ fortifying the dock yards; the fecond enforced tha 
fame neceffity, it was true, with a provifo; — but of what ^ 
the expence of their erefbion, and our ability to furnifli a 
force to man them. It was not fair to argue that the whola 
refult of the Report was founded upon data in themlelves im- 
probable and ill grounded, when, in truth, the principal datd 
by which the fisveral ^)arts of the Report had weight, wera 
not the original data referred to the Board, but fuch as they 
thought neceffary to fubflitute and adopt, as a foundation fot 
,their ultimate opinions. This idea was in itfelf fo abfurd^ 
that the yery words in which it had beeiv e^^T^&Si ^^vw\. 
which he baa before repeated) appeared as \? X.\ve ^ewN\evcv^^ 
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, t^ho had ufed them were in collufion with the Houfe, and 
endeavouring to put their own oppofition into the moft ridir 
culous point of view. He fhould think it an infult to the 
officers concerned in the Report, if he thought of faying any 
thitig naore in anfwer to a fuggeftion fo much to their diiho-r 
xiour, as that they had been fo egregioufly and fo palpably 
duped by an article fo fhallow, and of courfe fo cafily de* 
tedled. Some reliance had been placed in former converfa- 
tions upon the diffent of certain members of the Board, with 
refpefk to their opinion, touching particular parts of the fub- 
jeft. The inftances of diflent, however, were not many, and 
they were fuch as he flattered himfelf could not ftand as an 
infuperable obj«ftion to the general refult. He felt himfelf 
rather in a difagreeable fituation, at being obliged, in arguing 
the fubjefl beiore the Houfe, to attack the opinion and' au- 
thority of any individual member of the Board ; but with 
refpe<9: to one of the two very refpeftable land officers (Ge- * 
peial Burgoyne) who had in any inftance diffented froxn the 
. reft, his uneafinefs was the lefs poignant, becaufe the ho- 
nourable General was on the fpot to explain and fupport his 
own judgement; though even ftill he frit for the honourable 
General, who, he knew, would not think himfelf at liberty tQ 
enter fo deeply into feveral of the more delicate parts of the 
queftion, as, perhaps, were his own juftification alone con- 
cerned, he might wifli to do. But refpeft to the other oflE- 
cer (Earl Percy) his feelings were more diftreffing, bccaufe 
he was obliged to canvafs his opinion in his abfence. Thofe 
two officers had joined with the reft of the Board in their twQ 
iirft unanimous opinions, with refpeft to the neceffity of for- 
tifications towards the defence of the dock yards ; but they 
afterwards, by a fubfcquent propofition, declared, that not- 
withftanding fuch neceffity, yet they were ufelefs, becaufe 
we were not i;nafters of a fufficient military force to man 
them« He begged the Houfe for a moment to confider the 
fconclufxon which would follow from fuch premifes; becaufe 
Jf nothing but certain fortifications could poffibly aflbed pror 
te<Sion to our dock yards, and if we were unable tp garrifoi\ 
fhofe fortifications when eredled, what muft proye the con- 
fequence ? Deplorable in the extreme. It muft be, that wp 
were unable to proteft them at all. The nation^ however, 
peed not defpond at the profpeit thus unintentionally (he wai| 
convinced) prefented to them by the noble Earl, for vyhofe 
char'after he had the higheft veneration, and whofe noblfe 
dii^ntereftednefs, together with the brilliant example which 
iie held piit tp the nobility of the age, in the aflive fervicc 
©f his country, and the uniform tenor of his condud, were 
fuScient to add luftre, even to the rank which the nobh Earl 
ilrc^dy 4iied. They need rxot iieii^oii^^X ^Ccvv^ \atf:«wivxsjJbJfc 
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profped; for the papers laid upon the table^ in confequenceof 
the motions made by the enemies of the meafure, clearly- 
proved, that we fhould by no means (land in need of a greater 
force for the purpofe of defending thofe fortifications, than 
we could ^fily afibrd to that fervice. It would appear from 
one of thofe papers, that in the year 17799 we had about 
fifty-three thoufand men in South Britain, who wete con- 
fiantly and uniformly increafing, until the year 1782, to up- 
wards of feventy-^one thoufand. There was alfo another pa- 
per on the table- that had been demanded by the gentlemen 
oa the other fide, which gave an account of different can- 
tonments in which thofe troops had been ftationed during 
that period ; a paper which he could not think in any way 
material for the government of the prefent quefiion, unleU 
the right honourable gentleman oppoCte was ready to under- 
take to proves that, like all the other arrangements madis 
daring the courfe of the American war, the difpofition bf 
the arniy through England was the very bcft and wifeft which 
human mgenuity could devife. It appeared, however, from 
this paper, that the number of troops ftationed in fuch can- 
tonments, as might be confidered within reach of Portfmouth 
.and Plymouth, was in 1779 ^^ove fixteen thoufand men, 
and that it had in the year r782 amounted, by a progreilive 
increafe, to twenty-one thoufand five hundred in each cafe, 
uicluding that moft invaluable refource of national defence, 
the militia. Let gentlemen judge from this ilate of our mi- 
litary force, whether it would in cafe of an invafion prove 
difficult to fumifh a fufficient garrifon for the propofed 
works. But when it was to be confidered, that our forces 
in. Great Britain bore fcarce any proportion to thofe which 
we were obliged to diftribute through our then extenfive do- 
minions, and that from our prefent fituation it was not likely 
that any fuch diftraftion of our military power would ever 
4|[i»in take place, it might be looked upon as able to com- 
Inand aforce fully adequate to the maintenance of the forti* 
ficationj, without in any degree derogating from the refpec-. 
tfidile defence of all our other dominions. On this part ^ ~ 
the fubje^ fome gentlemen had thought proper to throw 
into derifion and ridicule the whole inquiry of the Board of 
O^cei^ as if . they had proceeded to inveftigate the quefiion 
of fortifications, without having any flate of the probable 
means of fupplyiog thofe fortifications with troops for their 
ikfi^ice laid before them. But he would only defire the 
Houfe to turn over the names of the land officers who iat ^t 
jthc Board, and then to fay, whether there was any founda* 
Jtioaiot fuch a reflection.— -Was the Duke of Richmond — • 
^u Sifpuy Carleton — Was Sir WiVUam H»tJ^~^M^'^ 
I^orJ Oeoige ILenox, who commanded at one ot \\vofe" -^X-aLCt*^ 
^^TVasEMrlCorawallis (his refpedt for vihooi Vi^ ftv^aVii. «^- 
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tpnpate were he to attempt to exprefs it) — Was Sir David 
Lindfay, who coiiimanded in another of thofe places — Was 
Sir Charles Grey, >yh6 commanded in a third, and who be- 
fides, ferved in the courfe of the war with the greateft brii- 
Jiancy, in <he remoteft parts of the globe— Was General 
Roy, who at the time was Quatter-mafter-general to the 
whole — Were all thofe gentlemen to be fuppofed. ignorant of 
,}:he general military ftrehgth of the kingdom? Or was it td 
lie contended that, to enable: them to foriii an 6pinion on fd 
hroad and extended a queftion, it was heceflaf-y that the re- 
turns of every regiment fliould have beeri laid before them? 
gqrely gentlemen would not perfift in fuch weaik and ground- 
iefs arguments ! There was, befides, in theRespdrt, another in- 
ilance of difagreerpent in opinion ; that howevfer^ He conceived, 
ought potj and could not carry any very great XHrfeight; not 
from the perfon from whom the diflent came being at all de- 
iicieDt , in authority and confideration, but frorii a Circum- 
stance {landing on the face of the Report itfelf. The nam6 
of an honourable officer (Captain .Macbride) appeared to a 
diflent to the ^nfwer given by the Board to the third datum; 
Jt was to be obferved that this datum, together with its an- 
fwer, was omitted in the Report as containing liiatter not 
jTafe to he made public. This confideration rendered it im« 
pofEble for him, confiftent with his duty, to attempt to ex- 
amine it in detail, and to combat the opinion of the honouN 
able oflficer upon its own ground ; but yet he had a ftronger 
^^rgument than any other he could be mafler of, and that was, 
the opinion of the honourable officer himfelf, who had^ fix 
weeks bfifore, as ^appeared from the mirtutes of the Board, 
given, together wkh ail the other members of the Board, 
pis opinion dire(9:ly in favour of the principle which that 
datum was calculated to eftablifli. If he was miftating the 
honourable officer, he begged to be fet right ; but he believed 
it would be evident to any gentleman that would look at the 
fleport, that he was perfedtly correft— 
Qiftm Captain Madndey admitting that the ftatements of jthe 

WneWi^. right honourable ge;itleman were perfeflly cxadb, remarked, 
that ftill he .could oot avoid embracing his former idea that 
the opinion of the n^val officers was fully in the teeth of the 
fortificatioiis propofed at Plymouth ; and for this aflertionh^ 
had Admiral Barringtpn's autiiority, whom he had fecn and 
jalked with upon the fubje<a during a part of the" interme- 
diately preceding days. The faft was that the naval oflficers 
were not permitted to have ah opinion of their own maoi- 

fefted.. . '. • .•'..,::■ ,• 

j^frClw)- . ^I^' Cliancellor Pitt again rifinjg, remarked that" as he had 
c^ikfBtt. , courted .ttiie^'correaions of others to fall jupoif the ticcifl^tai 
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not follow that he experienced the leaft concern, but rather 
pleafare, when he difcovered the honourable gentleman cor- 
roborating infiead of refuting his teprefentation. The ho- 
noarable officer, then, had formerly united with the reft of 
the Board in an unanimous vote upon the fubjecS^ of xh6 
third datum, and had afterwards, after an interval of fix 
weeks, Tetra£led that vote, and entered another on the mi- 
nutes of tlie Board diametrically oppofite to it— thus each 
opinion bad the authority of the name of the honourable 
officer;.. and if any dilemma arofe informing a judgerhent 
between them both, it became cafily lolved by referrmg to 
the Report itfelf, in which it would appear, that though each 
opinion was equally fupported by the honourable ofiScer, yet 
the cafling voice between his firft and fecond opinion was 

!;iven by the whole Board, by which he aded in favour of 
lis former opinion, and of courfe there could be no room 

, for the Houfe to hefiiate a moment which of the two they 
ought to adopt. There was another circumftance which he 
thought neceffary to Aate under the head of the diffents from 
the general purport of the Report, that he might anfwerit 
in order j although it did not arife out of the Report itfelf, 
but had been taken up in that Houfe for the firft time by the 
honourable officer, when he ftated that the fortifications pro- 
pofed to be erefted on the lands adjacent to Whitefand Bay, 
were direflly in the teeth of the opinion of all the fea officers. 
He beggeil the Houfe to attend particularly to the two dif'- 
tind branches into which that part of tlie queftion was di- . 
video "; one of a naval, the other of a military confidcration. 
That which more immediately demanded the judgement of 

'the naval fervice was the practicability of tlie enemy efl'eft*- 
iog a landing at all upon the coaft, together with the various 
circumftances of tides, winds, foundings, currents, and an- 
.chorage which might be neceflary, and the probability there 
was of all thofe concurring fo as to enable an enemy to land 
at all, and to remain long enough off the cdaft to cover and 
. complete their dtjbarkation ; the other fuhjedl was for the dif- 
,Cuffion of the land officers fingly, and had for its objeft the 
moft ciFeclual method of fo fortifying the coaft, as to pre- 
vent the enemy, fliould they effeft a landing, from penetrat- 
ing the country. The opinion of the fea officers was, that, 
in certain circumftances it was pofllble for an enemy to land ; 
and he ccubi onlv account for the objedtion of the honour- 
able officer againil fortifying a coaft on which an enemy might 
(as it was admitted) land, by that gallant fpirit and bravery 
which would at all times induce him to turn his thoughts 
iDore to the animating and brilliant profpcdf of attacking his 
fenemy, than the lefs glorious, but ft ill prudent, A\it>j ^i '^ici- 
viding for his owa deknce, JBut, m f uruxiKvoa \\\^ ^;k\\^t 
Vql.XIX. a a ^^ 
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the country in qneflion with forts, they ought iidt td confiha 
therolelves folely to the idea of an enemy's landing in White* 
fand Bay. They fliould confider whether it would he prac- 
ticable for him to land in any place to the weft of Plymouth J 
for if he could do fo, then were thefe forts ahfdiuttjiy ritcef- 
fary for the defence of that' town and its dock y^l-ds ; they 
were the very pofts which an enemy would moft eagerly en- 
deavour to occupy, becaufe from them they would be able tb 
bombard the dock yards. All perfons who knew our coalhi 
and fuch as, to their own honour and the glory of their coun- 
try, were acquainted with the coafts of our enemies, knew 
alfo that it was abfurd to tl^itik of fortifying every part of 
' them which could afford a landing-place for the purpofe of 
an invafion. The confideration was, where would an rnva'- 
fion prove moft detrimental ; and, upon that fpot to erefl: 
fuch fortifications that not only an invafion by fea Ihould not 
become pradlicable, but that, if. an enemy fliould have been 
able to land in another place, he might not alfo be able fuC- 
cefsfully to attack them there. He hoped to hear no more 
of Whitefand Bay ; for it was not the defence of that Bay, 
it was the defence of the dock yards of Plymouth which was 
intended ; it was not a landing there alone which was to be 
prevented ;^ it was a landing on any part of tljp coaft which 
was to be defeated, at leaft as far as It had an attack on Ply- 
mouth for its obje£l ; and if Whitefand Bay were furround- 
ed by a wall of adamant, ftill Plymouth could not continue 
fafe unlefs thofe grounds were fortified. He hoped, and be- 
lieved that he had completely done away the whole force of 
the diflents of the feveral officers to whom he had alluded ; 
and now he fhould attempt to anfwer objeftions'of another 
nature —It had been thrown out (and the gentleman feefned 
much inclined to build upon the pofition) that th^e whofe 
fyftcm of fortification was new and unprecedented in this 
country; but, this idea he was prepared to combat in the 
moft direft and pofitive manner. The fyftetn of fortifica- 
tion did always make a part of the general defence of Eng- 
land, and he would prove it by the moft irconteftible re- 
cords of hiftory. Even during the reigli of King Henry the 
Eighth, there was a provifion made, by ftatute, for fortify- 
ing certain parts of the coafts. The ftatute he would not 
take upon himfelf to read, becaufe the terms in which it was 
couched were become obfolete, and almoft unintelligible. 
The fame- policy was obferVed by Queen Elizabeth^ and 
formed a confiderable part of the defence provided by thkt 
great and glorious Princefs agaihft the cxpefted att:ick of the 
Armada. In the lefs profperous reigns of the Stdrdrt 'Princes^ 
the fame fyftem was occafionally continued, and again adbpt- 
cd fcj OOT iJluftrious delVYeter,^W\^«ax \Xv^T\i^ Dotifig 
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the reign of Queen Anne, at the time when the viftories of 
|he ^ritiih arms were forming an era in the hiftory of Lu^ 
iqp^f 9C which England looked hack with pride, and other 
nations with amazement, did our anceftors think it incom- 
patible with their fame, with their liberty or their conftitn- 
tion, to fortify the moft vulnerable parts of their coafts, as 
it was now propofi^d to do f — On the contrary, there was a 
refolation of the Commons, not even at the defire of the 
Crown, laying down the necelTity of fortifying, the dock 
jards againft any poffible invalion, and thofe refolutions were 
founded upon elliraates of plans which had been made under 
the reign of King William. Tlie eflimates of thofe fortifi- 
patioQs amounted to a fum which, confidering the difference 
between thofe days and the expenfive times in which it was 
pur misfortune to live, gave no great room for a charge of 
prodigality againfl: thofe who had digefted the prefent plan, 
»— .The money then voted was 300,0CX)1. which, when com- 
pared with the value of money at this day, would not appear 
as a very trifling fum. To come down to a later period, a 
period to which it might be fuppofed he was fomewhat partial 

«— the laft war the laft war ! would to heaven we could 

<:all it the iaft war — Not Indeed the laft war, but the laft on 
3»hich Britons could refleft without either a figh or a blufh— 
the war of contraft with the laft ! the war in which the name 
of Briton was exalted above the higheft and the proudeft of 
nations; by fuccefles as ftupendous, and conquefts as glo- 
rioles as our late mifcarriages and defeats had been calamitous 
gnd difgracef^il. What was the policy of the Adminiftration 
of that day ? That it was exadly fimilar with what was now 
recommended he would prove by one or two ftiort extra£ls 
from the Statute Book.— The firft was from an aft of 22d 
Geo. 11. for providing fortifications for the dock yards ; and 
the fecond was for a fortification for fome more infignificant 
place (Milford as well as he could remember) in which the 
very grounds of the policy now inculcated were recognized; 
that by procuring adequate means for domeftic defence, the 
nation would become more at liberty to fend its fleets abroad 
^ther for the purpofe of defending her foreign fettlements, or 
carrying on the operations of offenfive hoftility into the 
center of tlie enemy's pofleifions. Thus it might be feen, 
that in the very beft days of this country, the fyftem of for- 
tification was uniformly praflifed and encouraged ; but even 
in a much later period, and during the adminiftration of the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) oppoCte to him, the 
very identical plan of fortification then under difcuffion had 
been co^fidered^ and an eftimate for carrying them mto exe- 
^Qtion was presented to .the Houfe. He fuppofed that the 
right hooourabie gentleman who coatendeA toi; vW ^TtQ^\\^\.^ 
■ • . A a 5^ ^'i^ 
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of Minifters being always ready to tnake up their tninds on 
every fubjedl which related to the force of the country, and 
who had himfelf, it appeared, made up his mind on the fub- 
jed, was now ready to give his reafons for that change of opi- 
nion which, it was to be feared, he intended on the prefent 

'occafion to avow. For his owti part, nptwithfland'rng the 
great abilities and uncommon verfatility pf talents which the 
right honourable gentleman was well known to poflefs, he 
apprehended that he would not be able to reconcile to any ' 
principles of confiflency,*his praSice of making up his mind 
when in adminiftration, and unmaking it with fo much fa- 
cility when out of office. He fhould, however, expe£l to 
hear that particular circumftance fully explained, as rar as fo 
extraordinJiry a chaiagc of opinion in fuch a peculiar variety 
bf circuinftances could admit of explanation* As to the ne- 
ceiiity fuggefted as likely to enfue from this meafure of aug- 
inenting the ftanding army, nothing could prove more void of 
foundation. It had been unanimoufly reported by the Boati 
of Officers, that the plan of fortification propofed, was the 
heft calculated for the defence of the dock yards of any other 
/ < which could be devifed, and that it was f&ch as was capable 
of defence by the fmalleft number of troops. Would any 
perfon then contend that a fmaller number of troops, inde- 
pendant of fortifications, were able to defend a place better 
than a large body affifted with the heft poffible fortifications? 
Such an idea was too abfurd to be argued againft ; and yet, 
in fa6^, it was the only idea on which that topic of bppofit ion 
could poffibly be maintained. Should we, in cafe of an in- 
Vafioh, truft folely to our flanding army, then there would 
be a neceffity of augmenting to a mod enormous degree that 
army on which the whole fafety of the kingdom was to reft. 
Was this the way to vindicate and fecure our liberties? If we 
did not ke^p up fuch an army, then we fhould be reduced to 
the neceffity of recurring to foreign affiftance ; perhaps to the 
protcdion of mercenaries, bribed by our money, atid who, 
when we had no longer occafion for their fervice, would 
prove as ready to turn their arms againft ourfelves. ' Was it 
lefs defirahle for us to be defended by the walls of Portfniouth 
nnd Plymouth, garrifoned by our own m/ilitia, than to pur- 
chafe the protc?i6tion oF Heffian hirelings ? The plan was pb- 
jedled to upon the ground of the expence which would attend 
it, and of the probability that we could not expe6l to be free 
from a war until it fhould be completed, and that we fhould 
derive no' advantage from them it the time of thegreatefl 
neceffity. As to the latter of thefe objeftions,* he requefled 
the HoUfe to' recollect the words of the Report upon the 
table, from which they would learn that the plan of fortifi- • 

cation prOjppl'ed to be adopted wa^ owe c^Vc,\iWtid^ven in 411 
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unfiniflied and imperfe£l ftate, to afford great means of de- 
fence ; and that every part of them, though wanting all other 
affiftaace, and ftanding fingly by itfelf, would prove highly 
ufeful and of courfe defirable. Thus, every part would be 
anfwerable to the great objedl ; and fo far from rendering it 
neceflary for the Houfe to hold itfelf committed to a conflant 

^ and periodical expence until the whole was completed, the 
fai6k would be, that every year the ncceffity of adding to the 
fortifications muft diminifli, becaufe every year the dock yards 
would receive additional ftrength. As to the ex pence at- 
tending the building of the works, he flattered himfelf, that 
liis fentiments and ideas on the fubjeft of the finances of this 
country, was not a backward feature in his political cha- 
rader — He hoped that he had not ihewn himfelf remifs in any 
endeavours yv^hich could poflibly tend to raife the revenue 
frem that deplorable flate to which it was reduced by the 
melancholy procefs of the late war. It was too well known 
^ow much his feelings were engaged, not 6nly by the duty 
of his ftation, and by his attachmeht to his country, but by 

. confiderations of his own perlbnal reputation, which was 
deeply committed in the qucftion, to exert every nerve, to arm 
all his vigilance, and to concenter all his efforts towards that 
great obje6^, by which alone we fhould have a profpedt, by re- 
lieving their burdens, of tranfmitting to our porterity that 
cafe and comfort which ourfelves felt the want of, an eflSci- 
ent finking fund of the national debt, to accomplifh which 
Was the firft wifh of his heart; and this, as well by every 
means of prudent, well-regulated oeconomy, as oya rigid col- 
le£lion of the revenue. But was he to be feducedv by the 
plauiible and popular name of oeconomy ? He would not call 
it only plaufible and popular, he would fay the facred name 
of cBCoriomy, to forego the reality, and for the fake of adding 
a few hundred thoufands more to the finking fund, perhaps 
render for ever abortive the finking fund itfelf. Every fav- 
ing which could, confiftent with the national fafety, be made, 
he would pledge himfelf to make; but he would never con- 
fent to • ftarve the public fervice, and to withhold thofe 
fapplies without which the nation muft be endangered. 
• The relieving by every fuch nieans as his duty would fuf- 
fer him to adopt, the burdens of the people, and removing 
that load of debt by which fhe was opprefled, was the grand 
and ultimate end of his defire; it was the pedeftal to which 
he would wifli to raife a column which fhould fupport what- 
ever pretenfi on s he might have to reputation and popularity; 
but let it be well confidered, how far the objefts of necef- 
jfary defence and of public oeconomy could be reconciled, 
and tet the bounds that divide them not be tranfgreffed* Let 
It be well wtighcd, what a certain fecurUy tor a Y^iftivtv^ ^^^^^ 
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ther^ w^s in a defencihls v^nd powerful Htuation, and how 
likely weaknefs and improvidence were to be the forerunn,er| 
of war. But Ihauld a war happen, wliere was oexoxioiny ? 
What was become of the finking fund ? 1 he very expences of 
one year's loan would an>ount to more than the whole of 
thofe fortifications whi^h might have fecured us peace, be- 
caufe they would have diminilhed or effedlualiy deftroy^d al} 
temptation or hope of fuccefs in an attack. In this paint of 
view, as the means of preventing a war, he fliPDld cpnceivei 
' that tlie firft million which would be applied as the founda- 
tion for the linking fund, might not be better applied than 9 
million ot money for the fortifications ; not that a milliori 
would prove neceffary, but he chofe to ftate it as high ^. any 
other gentleman (let his talents of exaggeration be what they 
might) could poffibly carry it. There was alfo a^^othec 
part of tlie fubje6b which ought to have the greatefl weigbl 
qf all, and this was, that thele fortifications being calculated 
%o afford complete fecurity to the dock yards, would enabl^ 
our whole fleet to go on remote fer vices, and carry on the 
operations of war at a diftance without endangering tlie mat^ 
terials and iieeds of future navies from, being liable to deAruCn 
tion hy the invafion of an enemy. It had been iniinp.ated» 
th.n the fecond datum in His Majefty's inftrudions had beao 
vfed to draw forth an acquiefcence from the Board of 0£Ecer9 
upon ap unreafonable fup|>oGtion of the fleet being abient fof 
an improbable time. He believed there were few geqtlomen 
could forget, that at no very diftant period, even fii>ceheha4 
the honour of a place in His Majefty's councils, the fleet 
had been abfenft for a time nearly equal to that fuppofed ia 
the datum, upon a fervice which this country could not havB 
difpenfed with without facrificing the moft brilliant fuccei^ 

. *vhich attended us in the late war; a fuccefs of fuch luftre 
as to ipread an irradiation over the more gloomy fcenes i^ 

, jv^hich we had been involved. Had we been then in fear of 
an attack upon our coafts, which from reafons not proper'to 
be mentioned, we happened not to be, Gibraltar, and the 
renown of defending it, mufl: have been for ever left. But it 
was not only by foreign expeditions that we might lofe the 
aid of our fleet in cale of an invafion ; it might fo happen, 
that our fleet, though in the very Channel, might be pre- 
vented by contrary winds, tides, or other contingencies, 
from arriving to the afiiftance and relief of the dock yards. 
What would then prove the iituation of this country ? The 
enemy might, in one day, in one hour, do an irreparably 
injury, and give a mortal ftab to the very vital prinQi|)le <if 
our national vigour^ might effe(Stually deflrxpy thp feeds of 
that navy from which alone we had to hope for comm^iTcs^ 
for idhty^ and tor reputax'vou. Qa x.h^ vyhole^ he.reaUy 
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flliQlight the prefent rather a queftion to be confiderecl as 
cdftnefhTd with our 'naval eftabhihment, than that of ei- 
fhef oar army or ordnance, as it was calculated to give 
liberty IP the fleet which hr»d hitherto been confined to our 
CoaiUS) and as it were to the defence of thofe dock yards, 
without the fecurity of which the very exiftence of the navy* 
Or even of the nation, mull he no more. Were it to he aiked, 
why the fum required for thefe fortifications had not Keen 
Ifernanded for ftrengthening the navy, he Ihould anfwer fairly, 
that be thought the fame fum laid out upon the fleet, would 
by no means aflford a proportional ftrength to what would be 
derived from the fortifications. The money which would 
prove fufficient to accomphfh thofe works, would not h'uild 
as mahy fhips as would anfwer for the defence of thofe inva- 
luable harbours of Portfmouth and Plymouth. There was, 
liefides, a certain degree beyond which the navy of ihis coun- 
try could not go; there was a certain number of iliips, be- 
yond which ftie could neither build nor man any more : what 
that line was, he could not, nor would it be proper for him 
to point oat; yet neceflarily fuch a line mufl exift in the 
nature of things — but there never could be any line drawn to 

, limit the fecurity which we ought to provide for our dock 
yards. What could be the reafon that gentlemen on the other 
fide of tlifi Houfe feemed fo anxious to impede this meafute? 
^ere they bold enough to flake themfelves upon a queftion 
•of fuch awful magnitude, and to ftand forward with iuch de- 
cided vehemence as the opponents of a meafure, which Par- 
liament, thinking itfelf incompetent to fcrutinize, had refer- 

. red to the higheft profeflional authority in the army, and in 
the navy, which had received the fandion of that authority, 
and which the Minifters of the Crown, who could have no 
perfonal feelings on the fubjefl: (except fuch as from confi- 
derations of their own eafe and advantage were adverfe from 
it) and who could have no temptations towards it, but a 
■ftrong fenfe of its indifpenfable neceflity, declared themfelves 

!fo much interefted about, as to be unable to reft upon their 
pillows fo long as it remained in fufpence. He called upon 
the Houfe to beware how they fuiFered themfelves to be lightfy 
drarwn into a line of conduft which might involve their poi^ 
terity (nay themfelves) for if they continued in their prefent 
weak ftate, they might accelerate the danger in the heavieft 
calamities. 

He bejgged leave to know, if a few years ago, when t!ie 
iSeets of the enemy were hovering over Plymouth, they felt 
thethfdives inclined, with arms acrofs, and that liftlefs fecu- 
'rity in which they now feemed to indulge, to debate the 
^ueftioa of fortifying the dock yards? He \\2i^ ^voc^^^ \\-v 
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refleAing upon the great abilities, the high rank, and the 
reputation and virtue of the right honourable gentleman, oe- 

• caufe having fo much at ftake, he would become the lefs apt 
to infift upon an oppofition pregnant with fo much mif- 
-chief as the prefent, and becaufe the remorfe which they 
muft otherwife feel,' if they fhou'ld hereafter find, that they 
had involved their country in the moft dreadful calamities on 
grc^jnds lefs important and confequential than the fam^ion 
of the right honourable, gentleman. He flattered himfelf 
that more arguments were fcarcjely neceflary to prove, 
that the projpofed fyflem of fortifying the dock yards was 
abfolntely neceflary for the prefervatioA and fecurity of the 
Iburces ot our marine in cafe of a future war, and that the 

' fyflem in queflion had received the unanimous fan£tion of 
•a Board of Land and Sea Officers, confifting of the moft 
refpefiable and experienced charadlers in the two fervices; 
and that ihey had in their Report pronounced the plan the 
beft adapted to its purpofe of any which could be devifed, 
grounded on the moft oeconomical principles, and requiring 
the fmalleft number of troops to man. Viewing it properly, 
it was a naval queftion, and as fuch it ought to be con- 
fidered, becaufe while it gave fecurity to the vital fprings 
.and fources.of our marine, fo far from rendering an increafe 
of the military force of the kingdom neceflfary, as fome . 
gentlemen, from a laudable jealoufy of tjie ftanding army, and 
from a natural and zealous regard for the Conftitution, had 
been led to imagine, it would adlually tend to enable Go- 
vernment to keep up a lefs military eftablifliment than other- 
wife muft be maintained. Thus circumftariced, he fhould 
reft all his hopes of fupport folely upon the power of his 
arguments to prove what he had aflferted in that refpedl: -^ 
Having read the words of two preliminary refolutions, which 
he remarked would prove decljaratory of the opinion of the 
Houfe upon the fubjeft (fliould they think fit to adoptth^m) 
and which, by being voted previous to their going into the 
Committee of Supply, would lay a foundation for their fu- 
ture proceedings, and reft their votes in the Committee 
upon a perfpicuous and permanent footing. Mr, Pitt con- 
cluded with moving his firft refolution as follows: 

" That it appears to this Houfe, that to provide eflec- 
*« tually for fecuri-ng His Majefty's dock yards at Portf- 
" mouth and Plymouth, by a permanent fyftem of fortifi- ' 
*^ cation, founded on the moft ceconomical princi{>les, and 
. <^ requiring the fmalleft number of troops poflible ^to^anfwer 
*^ the purpofe of fuch fecurity, is an eflTential objeft for the . 
*^ fafety of the State, ultimately connefted with the ceiieral 
*' defence of the kingdom^ vcJL tiee^ffiact^j W «aalblvti^ ttd 
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«* fleet to aft with full vigour and effeft, for th^ protedlion 
** of conimerce, the fupport of our diftant 'poffelfiohi, and 
** the profecutiou of offerifiVe bperdtidni itl iriy war iii 
** which the nation may hereafter be engaged,^' 

Mr. Baftard obferved, that feeling how exceedingly it be- Mr. Baf* 
hoved him to oppofe as much as pof&ble, the profecUtion oi^^^ 
a fTftem of which the accomplifhment woiild rtienabe the 
prooably irretrievable deftruftion of all the leading interefts 
of his country, he fhoiild beg leave to make his comments 
upon the brilliant, but too groiindlefs, arguments of the right 
honourable gentleman who fpoke laft. Moll cordially was 
he inclined to give him all his fhare of credit for having, 
during the courfe of the preceding fefJTion, confented that 
the matter ihould be referred to a Board of Inquiry, con- 
ftituted of naval and land officers of the firft ranlc and cha- 
rafter;, yet. he muft reprobate the manner in which that 
Bo^rd had been managed, and lament, that three of the 
mod fkilful and experienced of its nominated members, 
([Lord Townfhend, General Conway, and Lord Amherft) 
fhould have been excluded from takuig their feats at it, id 
confequence of a paltry manoeuvre played off by the noble 
Duke 2it the head of the Ordnance, who had procured him- 
ielf to be appointed Trefident of the Board. Where was 
the boafted ^irnefs and impartiality of the reference when 
fach a manoeuvre was praftifed ; as it is well known thac 
officers of long ftanding could not fit at the Board at which 
a junior officer prefided ? He had never heard but of one 
engineer, who was fond of fortifications, and founded them 
Opon the fame principles as thofe to which the noble Duke 
difcovered the mofl; glaring partiality, the data which met 
his eye fo frequently in the printed extrafts from the Report; 
the eoj^neer to whom he alluded was no lefs than the re- 
nowned Don Quixote de la Mancha. Don Quixote always 
called for datas, and proceeded to buiid his fortifications 
iipon thofe grounds; the noble Duke's fortifications appeared 
totally as'Q^ixotich. He defired to remind the Houfe, that 
the nation had always been jealous of every thing whicU 
looked like an increafe of the flanding army, and afked 
wliether bn^ great . argument in defence of the militia, and 
what greatly- recommended the inflitut'ion to Englifhmen^ 
h^ norbeen the circuniflmice.of their mixing fo much with 
the ]i6bpfe in their HoUfes, and whether that did not tend 
to- pipeferVeto them their -charafter of ci:tizens rather than 
tol^l'd-them our as'fdidiers? The militia had been edled 
lie f<di<)bl.of the army; if that defijrlption was true, would 
Vt ttbt 'be'>more*3uftmed by fhuttiog them up infottteffii^ 
ilhd k«ei*«r them ifeparate frotn their feWoN^ <Lv3\>^e.&i\ 
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iViight riot thefe ftrong holds be termed feminaries for Ibldiers^ 
and univerfities for Pr^torian bands? And was it not likely 
that the militia Wotrld come out of garrifon with minds rather 
prepared for joining the regular army than inclined to return 
to mix with their countrymen employed in civil avocation^? 
How unconftttutional was the tendency of the propofed fyf- 
tern i it was fo much the ohje£l M odium and detefliation in 
the county whidi he had the honour to reprefent. that if the 
fortifications which were intended to be raifed there ihoutA 
be ereSed, the people on whom it appeared that a telianCft 
was placed for affiftance in manning them, in cafe Of iiecef- 
fity, would refufe to lend the leaft aSidahce whatever* He 
felt but little difficulty in difcovcring, that the great objeft 
was to relinquifh that method of defence which, from the 
very prudent choice and fandtion of our anceftors, had rifeii 
into weight and full celebrity. He, for one, could not re-t 
prefs his indignation at the idea of tearing the enfign of the 
Britifti glory from the maft head, and fixing it to a ftandard ott 
the ramparts of a military garrifon : and he mufl aiTure th^ 
right honourable gentleman, that the fenfe of the country 
was clearly and decidedly agatnil the fyflem, a$ he would fee 
from the defcription of gentlemen who wbuld take aiharre in 
the oppoiition of the day. Neithet thofe to whom he alluded^ 
nor himfelf, afted cither from party motives, or With a view 
to faftious purpofes. They ftood up the advocates of their 
country in a moment which Teemed to threaten it with fen^ 
ous danger, from the adoption o{ a fvAem as abfurd ab kah 
politic; but they flood up like inckpendent m^, udcon^ 
»e6led with any party, and as Heady to fifipport the Minifler 
when he appeared in the right, as determined firmly ro Dp* 
]^fe him when they were fatisfied that he was in the wrong* 
In concluiion, he moved to leave out from the word *^ Hoiife.'' 
to the end of the queflion, in order to infert^ ** That fbitifi* 
*^ cations on fo exteniive a plan as proposed by die Bdal^ ioe 
^* inexpedient.'* 
«r William Sit William Lmm faid that he could not avoid admiritig in 
I^mon. jji^ honourable friend (Mr. Baflard) the public fpirit evinodl 
in his having manfully flood up from the firfl mentk>n of it| 
the uniform oppofer of a fyflem^ which, ask tended to Aa- 
troduce a departure from the old mode of defending tht 
iflandfby a naval force, could not. but give al»rai to ^swrf 
ivell-wi&er to hrs country. How ill'^timed was it to Mcom* 
mend A plan of fortifications to the Houfc^ when, k^had not 
been aicercabed whether that conflitutionat foree^ tbe miU* 
tia, was to be called Out annually or not 1 Thi$r a^dd^ X» 
the appearance of a defign of abaA(toning the cvjtiyatiea of 
Mr marine^ and relying tath^c on ^^ «t<A^ aiod aiilicary 
^VViftiQjns for fecurity, murft sffxiX.% muOck \^<q»&^ vb^ *flflL ' 
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Hoqiie at well as without doors, in coniequence of the un- 
copftitutiorud tendency of fuch a condudt. Were the pro- 
ppfed fyfteth of fortification adopted, it fhotfld be coniidered 
ai the ntal era from whence the decline and ruin of oqr na- 
vy might be dfited. He, indeed, meant not to impute any 
bad dragn to the prefent Admintftration in recommending^ 
the plan prowled, nor to bint a fufpicion of the friendly in- 
clination of the Prince on the throne to the liberties of his 
People; but long experience had proved, that when every 
thing wore the appearance of fecurity, and the country had 
a thorough confidence in the King and his fervants, more 
than ordinafy caution ought to be exercifed by the People^ 
whom it then became lefs than ever to be ready to allow a 
lyftem to be adopted, that in the hands of a weak Prince 
and wicked Minifters might grow into a formidable engine 
cf prerogative, and be turned againft their freedom and the 
conilitdtion. Admonifhing the Minifter ^ainft purfuing 
iSeps which would lead him aftray from the favour, and firip 
him of the confidence of the People, Sir William conclud* 
€d with giving his hearty aflent to the amendment. 

Mr. fr^lhvyn begged leave to recommend it to the right |^^ ^^ij, 
honourable gentleman to drop the idea of perfiAing in a plan wyn. 

Sjainft which the Public in general were extremely averfe. 
e declared that Report confidently faid that the right ho- 
hourable' gentleman's mind was not with the fyftem, and 
that he was by no means a fincere friend to it. [The Chan- 
cellor of the Excheauer here complaining of the injuftice of 
itidi an imputation, declared that the Report was moft groflly 
i^fe and wholly groundlefs.] ]VIr. Wallwvn faid that he 
fpoke of it merely as a Report, and he had hoped that the 
K^ort was true. ** To be or not to be,** a powerful marl* 
time ftate appeared to him ** the queftion.** Till the right 
honourable gentleman could urge fome argument which - • 

amounted to a folution of the problem which he had ftarted, 
inA, that the propofed fyfiem of fortification, which muft 
peceflarily require a number of men to garrlfon, would never- 
j|i»^efsbe a means of diminifhing the quantum of the ftanding 
imj requifite for the defence of the kingdom, he fhould 
thinK it his duty to opoofe the fyflem, as Jire£ily militating 
againft the ancient mode of infular defence, as prejudicial to 
the increafe of our navy, and as dangerops to theconilitution. 
He concluded by giving his fupport to the amendment. 

General Burgoyne declared that he felt himfelf extremely q^^tzX 
^mbarroifled between what he ought to divulge, and what he Kurgoync. 
knew ; between the data which werp in the extrafts from 
the Report, and thofe that were not there ; but he would en- 
deavour to explain his fehtiments on the fubjeft* At vK%. 
Sbard of Inquiry When tht members o£ Vt s^S^toXA^^, >^c\^ 

B b 2 t^^:^^ 
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' not))e Duke ga.ve them his plan with the data tpi cotifider^ 
and called for their plans in return. What individual everi 
ilF he had prepared a plan, \70ui4 hav^ chofen to commit 
himfelf with it in that manner, againflt a plan produced by. 
^he Prefidcnt of th^ Board, after its having been -yndeif his 
€onfideration and improvement for two years I They were 
therefore reduced to tl^e neqe^ity of giving their repjies to. 
the data fuch as they were, leaving the proDability of them 
p reft on their prppofer. IVI^riy of thefedata hela out fup- 
pofitions moft extravagant, but they* were put fp artfully,^ 
that it V^as impoflible not to anf^er the^n in the affirmative* 
However deniable the general conqlufions might be, he deem- 
ed the whole a lift of improbable poflibilities, and' therefore 
qonfidered the idea of defending the kingdom by/fortifica* 
tions as inconfonant to the genius of our conftitutiop, arnl 
irreconcileable with the fecurity pf the liberties of the Peo- 

Siile. He ftiould have fuggefted various other modes of de - 
ence of the kingdom* had he been called upon^ but all of 
them maritime. Xbe kingdom might have been defended by 
fending ^ flee? off Breft, by fending a fleet to the mouth of 
the Mediterranean to prevent a junflion between the fleets o^ 
jp ranee and Spain, and by other deftinations of pur fleets, asi 
the relative fituation pf other powers might make it proper. 
He now flated from the papers for which he had moved laft 
Wednefday, the number of troops, including cayalry, which^ 
had been in Plymouth, and Scilly, and in Portfmputh, during* 
the refpeflive years of the late war, contending that there 
had never been above eight tho^ifand men, including thi^e or 
four regiment's of cavalry in Plymouth, any one of thofe 
years. He compared it with the twenty-:twp thoufand men 
which would be wanted to mail tl\e nev^ fortiiSications^ 
rtwelve-thoutand at Plymouth, and ten thpufand at Portt 
mouth) and afl«Le.d why had the inquiry of the Board of Offi-. 
cers been confined to thofe two dock yards ? Were we vul- 
nerable no "where elfe, oV in no ptheir dock yards?' Was not. 
Chatham dock yard worth looking at ? That dock yard, and 
^he pafs there, were, he maintained, of as much confequeiice 
as either, if not both the two others. The General con- 
cluded with declaring, he fhould give his vpte for the amend- 
ment. 
Lord Hood, i-ord Hood profeffed himfelf a friend to the plan of fottify^ 
jng the dock yards. No argument could be derived trom 
what this'country had done formerly with her navy. The, 
navy of France was verv formidable, and fp was that of other 
powers; regard thereB e mu ft be had to the prefent rela- 
tive fituation of the marine of other cpuntries compared witl\ 
pur own marine, and it was from lV\e\x ^wetfuinefs ^ fca, 
that it became a wife and pruderiX. rofc^^vxi^vo W\\^ ^>wAq^ 
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yardst by which means the whole of our navy would be free 
to be fent out upon any one or more fervices in cafe of war. 
.Jn the cafe of our having a large convoy of merchant fhips 
coming home from the Eaft or Weft Indies, and knowing of 
idle enemy's having fent out a fleet to meet and intercept 
themi, in order to fave the commerce of the country from a 
fatal blow, our buiinefs would be, inftantly to fend as large 
^fleet as we could fpare to feek the enemy. This we could 
not do, while our dock yards refted folely for defence on our 
•lyayy ; becaufe, if we fent the whole of our fleet, France 
might have a fuflicient body of men on her coafts, all ready 
for embarcation, and thofe fhe might fend acrofs the water 
la frigates, and fuch other veflels as were unemployed by 
jier, and fit for the purpofc. They might come here, efieA 
•the bufinefs, do us an irreparable mifchief, and get away be-* 
fore our fleet returned ; or even they might do the mifchief, 
and inftantly furrender prifoners or war. For his part he 
^as decidedly of opinion that it was proper to adopt the 
propofed fyftem,. and that France and other maritime powers 
-pf Europe had of late much increafed their naval force ; and 
tl>at Great Britain could not be too cautious in fecuring the 
foorce of our marine from furprife and diftrefs. 

Captain Macbride faid that much abfurdity marked the Capt; ^ 
CQndud of the noble Duke, refpedking the manner of en- Wadirik. 
deavouring to enforce convi6lion to his own liking on the 
3l>ard of Naval Officers at Plymouth. The noble Duke had 
played off a pjeqe of mummery there, which difgraced him 
in the eyes of the whole country. He fent a parcel of boys 
in a boat ^ho were to try to effeft a landing, whilft others 
on (hore were to endeavour to repel them. They had faf- 
tened a capftern on Ihore, and by that means, and the help of 
a rope, drew themfelves up the cliff. Thus he declared that 
Jie would teach a milliner's apprentice to draw a large gun, 
by the help of a coach and horfes, up to the crofs of St. Paul's. 
The noble-Duke had qfed great art with the naval officers to 
perfuade them to be of his opinion. All the places which 
they had examined were perfedly fecnre from any danger of 
^ enemy landing at any of thcrti. He knew a place, how- 
ever, whfere an enemy might land. The right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Pitt) need not be alarmed, for he was not 
going to tell where the place was. He begged leave to urge 
the expediency of taking care of the navy, and not cheating 
#the Public, of their ;noney, as was the cafe at the end of the 
war before laft, w^hen fhips of a froaller fize than ufual were 
built, which were good for nothing. He muft beg leave to 
^xprefs his furprife at the illiberal imputation which had been 
thrown upon the fpirit of the inhabitants of the co\xv\t.T'^ ^^ 
wgc, and of bis coniiituents in particular. Hv^VvoYvovxTjIfeX^ 
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frieodt (Mr. Baftard) pn the appearance of the eoeoiy, had 
marched io at the head of two thoufand men from the eoun* 
try, when there were only at the time five hundred ftimd 6t 
arms in ftore» with thofe they took charge of the prifoners 
and conduced tbeni to Exeter. And the gentlemen whom he 
had the honour of reprefenting, had; with a laudable zeal and 
fpirit, formed tbemfelves into two companiejs, clothed and 
arrayed tbemfelves at their own expence, and continued to do 
duty during the remainder of the laft war. To that fame 
independent fpirit, when Government prefumed to di&ate to 
them in the choice of reprefentationt he was indebted for 
the honour of a feat in that Houfe. 

He fhould now proceed upon the vindication of the con- 
duct of himfelf and of the other fea officers of the Board, 
not without complaining that the grounds of his diflent were 
not laid before the Houfe ; efpeciaily as he had declared, that 
no part of the obje£tions which he had made againft the for- 
tifications, or of the papers for which he had moved, ten* 
ded to (hew the weaknefs, but, on the contrary, the ftrei^h 
of the coaft and country, he craved permiffion to read extradls 
from his minutes of the papers he bad moted for, which wer^ 
to the following purport : 

' LIEUTENANT HOCKING^ CONCLUSION. 

I beg leave to obferve in this extent of coaft (from Ram* 
head to Loo) above feventeen miles, the fifteen palTes in 
Whitefand Bay are in a manner fo difficult of accefs to an 
enemy, not only from the great rockin^fs of the ihdre, but 
alfo from the openings of the fmall bays or recefles in the 
coafl leading to thefe p^s being fo narrow, that fhould the 
wind and tide not be favourable at the time of bnding, the 
enemy will run great ri{k of being carried on the rocks. It 
is, however, certain, fhould the enemy efieA a landing at 
any of thefe fand pafles, they are undoubtedly acceffible, ;ind 
by which he may gain the fummit of the coaft. 

But when the great irre^larity of thofe paffis is confider- 
ed in their numerous windmgs and turnings up fteep cliffs, it 
appears an enemy will not find it fo eafy an operation to force 
them, particulaily if defended by fmall breaft-works and a 
few chofen troops at the head of each pafs. However, to ren- 
der the accefs ftill more difficult, and throw every o})ftn]fiipn 
pofiible in the way, fo as to retard an enemy*s attenipts, it 
would be proper to break up thofe footings, either (>y filling 
the paths with ftones and earth, or fcarping the ground, 
which would take off the favourable afped: of thofe pafl^s, 
and render them inacceffible. 

It )s remarkable, that the high ftone arid earth fences of 
fbo different fields along the coa^ft^ ^^(\t^\Vi^^>8\Qe€com 
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t|ur finninit of the cfiffs, and pafles between Ral&head and Loo, 
^Qrm a ftrong line of entrenchment to line the coaft if pnH 
ferl J defended. 

; LAND OFflCERS*^ PROVISO. 

HoHe Guards, June i8| 178$. 

We have confented to the Report of Lieutenant Hockingi 
Being entered on the Minut*!s, as it has been propofed hf 
feme of the members, but we defire.not to be underflood at 
acbsdinjg to it in all its parts : with refpe£t to the number of 
places where an enemy can land, and the proper words for 
ttus purpofe, we rather chufe to reft our opinions on the Re* 
pott which the Naval Officers of this Board may hav6 
made, on this fubjed than on the Report of Lieutenant 
Hocfcings. 

\¥i» the under-written Sea Officers defire the following notA 
<pa^j be inferred in the Minutes after the proviiboftha 
l,and officers. 

f^* The Report of Lieutenant Hockings, engineer, re- 
ing Whitefand Bay and coaft adjacent, with the plan ac- 
torapanying, cotrefpond with the fentiments we entertain of 
tfie difficulty of effecting a landing .there if properly oppofed, 
it being no road-ftead, and fo much avoided by our own ftnips, 
we can hardly fuppofe the fleet of an enemy will hazard aa 
anchorage there. 

S. BARRD^GTON, 
M. MILBANK, 
T. GRAVES, 
W. HOTHAM, 
J. MACBRIDE, 
A, S. HAMMOND. 

Captain Macbride now obfefved, that he bad correded 
grofs mi flakes in the Report of the ihape of the country^ part 
of #hkh was his own eftate. Having likewife read the Duke ^ 
df Richmond's order to Lieutenant Hookings, engineer^ 
Which w^s given without the knowledge of the Sea Olkers^ 
he rem^ked, that it appeared to the Board, that Liente* 
nant Hockings was clandeftinely employed by the Duke to 
hifvalidate the opinion of the Sea Officers ; when it was found 
to produce the contrary dle£t. Lieutenant Hockings, who 
before was thought well qualified for fuch an employment^ 
iyecaiilie treated as fgnorsmt and prefumptuous, and as a perfoa 
mknown tmtil a refpedable member of the Board, in t^ 
istigineef department, faid, that he had been bred up under him 
atoibradtar, andgave an honourable tefttmon^ oS Va& Aa- 
mOer and abilities. Thus, how ridiculous Yia^X\ifcCOtAxx& 
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of the noble Duke, who, by every art and fineile in his 
power^ had endeavoured to warp the naval opinions in fa- 
vour of his fyftem — failing in that, he had recourfe to a 
piece of mummery, which expofed him to the ridicule of. the 
whole countrjr. Captain Macbride obferved, that he had 
Admiral Barnngton's authority to fay he agreed in opinion 
with him, and was even ready to come and declare it at the 
bar of the Houfe of Commons. Indeed the whole condoft 
of the noble Duke, who more properly guided "than prefided» 
was without precedent, and it was the farft Board of Ofl5cers 
in Council, where queftion and anfwer came from the Pre- 
fident and the fcnior members. In every other cafe the 
Junior officer gave his opinion firft — in this cafe it was le- 
verfed for very obvious reafons. In conclillion, the Captain 
profefled himfelf averfe to all unneceflary fortifications wbiat- 
ibever. 
The bon. The honourable G. Berkeley obferved that fo much bad been 
G.Bcrkclcy fpoken upon the fubjedl, and fo many abler perfons had de- 
livered their opinions, that he fhouid only trouble the Ho«f<r 
with recapitulating what he had afierted in a former debate 
long previous to the appointment of the Board of Officers; 
but he could not help takipg notice of what had fallen from 
a .right honourable gentlenaan (Mr, Fox) on a former day, 
which had been now re-echoed, vifc. thiat the plan afcribcd to 
a noble Duke was unconftitutional. He wifhed that when 
he chofe to make a panegyric upon himfelf and his noble re- 
lation, that he had ftated to the Houfe, in that mafterly hn- 
guage which made him the admiration of mankind, what he 
knew and felt ; that the noble Duke would be the lafl man in 
England to patronize, and would die fooner than propofe any 
plan which could militate againft the conflitution of this 
country. Making thefe remarks, he muft beg leave to be 
underftood, that, like the right honourable gentleman, no 
ties of blood, nor any other confideration, could induce him 
to give his vote for any thing which he did not think per- 
fc<aiy right. As to his own idea^ of;the\r being tinconfti* 
tutiona], he could not conceive they were more fo than any 
pthers which were already begun or iinifhed ill England $ and 
^o render them fuch, recourfe muft be had to the hoaourabls 
General's (Burgoyne) catalogue of improbable poflibili" 
ties. Concerning the neceffity of fome fortifications, efpeci* 
ally at Plymouth, to which he meant to confine himfelf, he 
was enabled to fpeak with as much, and it would not be ar- 
rogance to fay, more, certainty than any man in that Houfe; 
and if they did not chufe to give him credit for what he aft. 
ferted, they might call ^le general officers commanding, therc^ 
and aik them their opinion of fortifications at the critical an4 
Jwporunt moment when ibe ¥\tuc\i &eet were off Ply* 
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inofithy ef which he was a fpefbtor, arid hi hoped not in 
idle OfiQ ; and would h6 iTdund to fay, that not a foni there 
but Wifll^ for fortifications. He muft beg leave to afiert^ 
that the eitemy could have Idnded, and he would not go into 
fqppoGtions like his honourable friend (Macbride) as to 
Winds and weather, but declare, that it could have been ef- 
}t£ked at any hour of the day or night of the time which the 
enemy remained there, and at the very fpot which thefefort^ 
were meant to defend. For hijs own part he thought, that 
the moli ftrenuous oppofers of the plan would not enfure us 
a permanent peace, nor would they enfure us, in cafe of a 
War, the fame honour and abilities at the head of the Admi- 
ralnr which the noble Lord now there, or his predeceflbrs 
bofiefled ; be did not know, but if a war happened, we might 
be curfed with the fame mifmanagement in that department 
which we experienced during the war, when our fleets were 
jTent fculking away, and our coaAs, our convoys, and our 
'docks, left totally unproteded. Indeed when the honourable 
^General had nioved for papers, he thought it was for the 
purpofe of inveftigating and probing into the errors of the 
laft war, and to make the noble Lord (North) that vigilant 
Minifter, acicount for the lofles which we had fuflained ia 
America, and thofe which we were near fufiering at home. 
Thisi cirtumftance muft operate as areafoh for his fupporting 
tht plan ; but another and a ftronger was, that as a failor and 
li well-wifher to the fervice, in which he would give way to 
ho' irian, he feflt an anxiety to fee the fleet properly employed 
in Vrar in annoying the enemy ; for he only agreed with the 
b^ft writer^ upon the fubjeft when he faid, that England in 
idr war with France ought always to zSt on the oiFenuve ; as. 
In ai^ng otherwife, fhe gave up all her natural advantages 
and infprrited the foe. Granting this pofition, it followed 
that the propofed fortifications would be of efiential ufe, as 
iitft'ead of cramping the operations of the fleet, it muft affift 
theih, becanfe the Commander in Chief would a6t with 
ihbr6 vigour agaitift the enemy when he knew our coafts and 
oiir dock yards to be fafe and protefted. In fuch a plan of 
wai: as this, he thought that his honourable friend (Captain 
Mi^'bride) Would join him, as he would have an opportu- 
riltjr to difplay that fpirit of enterprize in la petite guerre^ 
tat which he was fo diftinguiflied ; yet he found, that in- 
ftead-Of aftifting, he had opened bis lower tier againft it : but 
ht khe^ that be depended upon his conftituents for defend- 
Srtg that part of the coaft ; yet doubtlefs he would have a6led 
imoit fbr the fafety of theni, if he had voted a breaft work for 
them to ^ over, as he was fure that they would have felt 
more comfortable behind that, and taken better aim, than if 
•oppofed face' to face with a French gtecv?Ld\eT« 

Vox/. XIX. C c ^^^ 
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With fefpcfl: to the language of the honourable Mem- 
ber (Mr* Baftard) for that county (Devon) he was afto- 
nifhed, he was confounded, to hear him aflert, as the lan- 
guage of his 6onftituents, that they would not defend the 
country, or give their aiEftance in cafe of ah attack, if this 
queftion was c irried. Surely the hlefEngs' of peace and 
a few years cannot have altered their ideas fo much; for 
during the laft war, he remembered that very gentleman 
heading fome hundreds at Plymouth; and fo far from think- 
ing the fortifications wrong, they were employed in repair- 
ing and ftrehgthening the wretched ones then upon the fpot. 
He would now intreat the Houfe to take notice, that fo 
much had been faid of our weaknefs, and our true fituation 
had been laid fo openj that if thefe, or fome works were not 
' erefted, and a war to enfue, he trembled for the confequen- 
ces ; but thofe gentlemen who had oppofed them muft an- 
fwer for ,the event. He wifhed that they might not find 
an ohl, but homely, proverb verified, " That they had been 
f* penny wife and pound foolifh.** 
Captain Captain Eowyer pronouncing himfelf a friend to the ori- 

kjwycr. gj^nal motion faid, that juftice, and a fenfe of his duty to 
his country, obliged him at the fame time to declare, that 
a greater degree of attention ought to be paid to the navy, 
when the fortifications were going on than ever, and that 
both ought to go hand in hand together. The negleck of 
the navy during the laft peace was highly reprehenfible ; 
^and he therefore recommended it to Minifters, to take par- 
ticular care that a number of young men were properly 
trained up and educated for the fervice, fo that in cafe of a 
rupture there might be a fufficient number of them qualified 
for pettty officers. The wawt of this was fevcrdy felt at the 
commencement of the laft war. 
;ir Charles Sir Charles Middleton remarked that when the matter had 
^liddlcton. been firft agitated a feflibn or two- ilnce, he had great fcru- 
ples upon the fubjecJl: ; but he was no,w perfuaded, that the 
propofed meafure was wife, prudent, and neceflary. The 
fecuring the dock yards was certainly a great objcdb, but 
a ft ill ftronger reafon operated upon his mind in its favour^ 
and that was, it would enable us to have the firil ufe of 
our navy iji cafe of a war. This was likely to be a moft 
effential advantage; and had we poflefled it laft war, he was 
firmly of opinion we fliould not have failed fo pften as we 
had done, becaufe, although we might not he equal to our 
enemy upon the whole in point of naval force, yet there 
occurred feveral fituations at fea, in which we might make 
ourfelves equal. 
«/- B^iTc. Colonel Barri faid, that Vve ftvo>ild i^\it his decifire n^pt- " • 
'tive upon the pofition, that vt v?a^ dt\itx Tv^t^oat ^&i^ ^ 
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expedient/to fortify the dock yards; and if the abftradl quefr 
tion were to depend on his anfwer, he declared that he would 
fay no to it in the moft direft and unreferved manner. With 
ji^ard to th^ argument of his right honourable friend, who 
bad opened the bufinefs with fo much eloquence, he muft 
deny it, and every part of it. When the Houfe had done 
him the honour to adopt his advice lad feflion, was it to be 
imagined, that by his recommending a Board of Naval and 
Land Officers, men of high lank, known experience, and 
admitted abilities, to inquire into, and report the moft pro^ 
per and fit mode of defence of the kingdom, he meant a pal- 
try, narrow, circumfcribed plan of fortifying two dock yards? 
He had not the fmalleft idea of any fuch fcheme. He had 
.been ftruck with the grand conduS of the wifeft Princefs 
chat ever reigned, who, at a period of extreme peril, had 
taken advantage of the colleftive wifdom of both fervices, 
the navy and army. He had read a pamphlet puhliftied un- 
der the aufpices of the noble Duke, on the fubjeft of fortifi- 
cations, during the laft year, and meeting with a paflige 
which provoked his indignation, it occafioned hi* coming 
down to the Houfe in the preceding feffion, on the day when 
the ordnance cftimates were to be voted, and while fitring in 
^his place and hearing the arguments which were then urged, 
he rofe and delivered his opinion, in the courfe of which, 
warmed, and glowing with the importance of the matter in 
difcuffion, he had aiked with fome emphafis, *' Who was the 
*• man that dared limit the extent of the navy of England, 
** or circumfcrihe the exertions of this country in the increafe 
«* of her marine!" That queflion he muft pur again, becaufe 
the attempt was again made to commit fo prelumptuous an 
aft; an adl: little fliort of treafon to the ftate ! It gave him 
infinite pain to differ in opinion from his right honourable 
friend before him; but his duty to his country demanded 
that he fhould fpeak out, and let no perfonal attachments, ' 
however ftrongly they clung about his .heart, ftand between 
him and the exercife of his honour, in doing his utmoft in 
endeavouring to avert the difgrace (perhaps the ruin) which 
awaited the remaining parts of the Britifli empire, if fo rafti, 
fo mifchievous a plan as that in contemplation was permit- 
ted to be carried into effedt. The Colonel recapitulated all 
which had pafled upon the fubjeft during the laft feffion, and 
laid, that the fort of Board of General Officers, and the ob- 
jeSts to which they were to direft their attention, as well as 
the manner of diredling it, were far, far difierent indeed 
from the conftitution of the Board which had been inftituted; 
the mode of their proceedings, the refult of their inquiry, and 
the Report they had made, the whole of which w^t Co cm\\* 
mu80 tbsa.it WAS worth the while of the tloutc to Xt^.^^\x. t^^ 
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gulacly, and wiew it colle£):i?ely. '.Having recapitulated' aH 
ihe fleps taken from the period of his advifing the inftitu- 
tionof a General Board of Naval and Military Officers, to the 
day of the £xta£ts from the Report coming before the Houfe^ 
• he marked every part of the proceeding, and held it up ;^s a 
feries of inftances of artful management, mifapplication of 
time and talents, and ufelefs inquiry. The Boafd which he 
meant, was a Board pf great refpeflabte, and independent 
chara^ers ; men who had no vote to give, no favours to 
look for, no frowns to fear ; men who would have done their 
duty without a confideration whom the refult would pleafcj^ 
or whom it would difpleafe. Their ohjeSt was to have been 
to inquire into and report the beft mode of defence of the 
kingdom, and in purfuit of fuch an objedt they would not 
have confined themfelves to two petty fpots, but would have 
a&ed on a large fcale, and caft their eyes round the kingdom. 
They would not have comprelSed their hufinefs into ten days 
at Portfmouthy and ten days at Plymouth, but have em^ 
ployed a due proportion of time in a deliberate difcharge of 
their duty. If Portfmouth and Plymouth ought to he for* 
tifi^f Chatham, and Sheernefs, and Dover, and Harwich^ 
and Yarmouth ought to he fecurad likewife ; nor ihould the 
IJ^orth pafs unregarded 

The noble Duke had great abilities and great affiduity; he 
was aftute, logical, and a perfect mailer of argument in de^ 
bate — No wonder that he was too much for a fet of hiave 
officers, ufed chiefly to out with their lower-deck tier and 
make ready for adion. Th^ noble Duke was fondof engi-^ 
neering, 

** Diruiiy ifdificaty mutat quadrata rotuvJis '^* . 

and (to do him juftice) he was no bad engineer. Let him ens- 
ploy himfelf in engineering, but not at the expence of tb0 
jPuolic ! The Colonel next compared the Duke's qualifications 
Sot contriving ^nd carrying into execution this or any other- 
plan of fortification, with thofe of General Conway, Lord 
AmhexAf or Lord Townfliend, all of whom (he faid) by pro- 
curing himfelf to be appointed Prefident of the Boards h« 
bad excluded from their feats at that Board, Having di&ei 
on their refpe£Uve fervices and characters, he then remarked^ 
that the office of Mafter General of the Ordnance was a 
civil employment, and frequently holden by a peribnnoTa 
military officer. He inftanced the cafe of the Dnko o^ 
Montagu. He mentioned, as in his idea, another chacaS»* 
i^ifticof the noble Duke, at this time Mafter Gn^i^, that 
he v^as never known to give up a^ point in his life ; and tha^ 
he faid, added to his being fo aftute, rendered it impoffibb 
JEortbatcbceuhkibM^ mA land 0&»m^\»^i)iir«Ltta 
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Board fo fOfM with him on z logipal conteft. He defined 
not to be iinderftood as meaning to caft any imputation oa 
the gtntlcmen who had conftituted that Board ; he revered 
thur charaAerSy and bowed to their authority; it was the 
mode of inftitutioa reforted to, and not the men whom he 
i»iidemned« In fpeaking of the ufelefibefs of fortifications^ 
be ftated the erecting untenable lines of circum valla t ion, 
ai giving ftrength to the enemy ; and inftanced in proof his 
affifftion, the fad of Lord Amherft's having pofiefied himfelf 
of tht lines of Ticonderoga, which the enemy ^ out of weak«> 
/ oeb In point of numbers, had abandoned, and which ferved 
Lord Amherft as an ufeful (helter for his men from the ene- 
my's fire* He could only account for a right honourable 
gmtieman (Mr. Pitt) having taken fo a£live a part in re-- 
Mimending fowild and ufekfs a projeft, by fuppofing that 
bit eonfcience had been furprized, or he would not have 
affiled at all. He ihpuld now beg leave to refer the Houfe 
to a lift of papers, copies of which bad formerly been laid on 
the table, whence it would appe^f, that we had, during the" 
)aft war, lao fail of the line at fea, and 95,ocxd feamen on 
board, when the Houfe had only voted 8o,ocx), notwith-* 
ilafiding the number of Britifh feamen on board privateers, 
and nQtwifhftanding alfo the great drain occafioned by fo 
many of llie profligate of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
having flown to America, entered on board their (hips and 
Dthor foreign veflels and fought againft their country. The 
MKaca had been marked by the epithet of a neceflary peace; 
but it was a great and glorious peace; and notwithilanding 
what had been uttered in that Houfe and without doors about 
it, the author of this happy event daily received the gratula* 
(ions of the whole kingdom for having wrought fo happy a 
vrork. The noble Marquis when he made it was aware of 
hie. danger; he had honoured him with his confidence, and 
bad faid, ^' I know that if I do not make a peace immediately 
^ loan keep my place; if I do make it, I ihail e^ientially 
F* ferve my cpuntry, at this time finking under the weight 
(^ of almoft exhaufled refources, and utterly incapable of 
^ continuing war ; but I fhall lofe my fituation : I difdaitt 
^however all eonfiderations of a perfonal and felf-interefled 
\f nature, I will make a peace, be my rifque what it may.** 
This was the magnanimity with which he a£led, but the 
confidence which the Court of Verfailies had in him mado 
the arduous talk ibmewhat lefs difficult, and the countr]^ waa 
now experiencing the bleffings, the wealth, and the vigour 
ihat had flowed from thetranauillitv which bad been eflEscled. 
En conclufion Colonel Barre defired not to be uoderflood a« 
rncaning, to hold himfelf out ;^s a fkilfol eagioeer ; he was. 
nor could Iw pretend to any gteat m\]i\Ux^ ^^^ V^ 
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had been long invalided, moft honourably indeed, more fo 
than he deferved. 
The hen. . The honourable yamei Luttrell (in reply to Colonel Barrc) 
James Lut- obferved, that the fortifications were the only queftion fincc 
the peace which had drawn forth the attention of that refpec- 
table MiniAer to the important bufinefs of Parliament; and 
retorted on the Colonel his profufe compliments to our invin- 
cible and unlimited navy, as ill fuited to grace the terms of 
that peace which could not be thought glorious hy compa- 
rifon with the. former peace; and he hoped no hiftoriaa would 
ever be able to praife it by comparifon with any future peace, 
which an enemy fhould dictate upon the afhes of our dock 
yards. 

He lamented that it was not proper to lay before Parlia- 
ment the whole proceedings of the Military Board. Ho 
wifhed the nation knew their danger, if that would induce 
them to apply a remedy — He alfo wifhed to do juftice to the 
impartial and judicious proceedings of the Military Board, 
He read the queflions referred to them by His Majeily's in- 
flruiSlions, which he faid were plain and diflin£l ; he alluded 
alfo to the firil unanimous refolution of Land and Sea Offi* 
cers contained in the Report, which flated, that they had 
availed themfelves of His Majefty's permiiiion to alter the 
data, and the very firft datum fo altered declared unanimouiljf 
that fortifications were neceflary for the fecurity of the docks 
in the cafes of abfence of the whole fleet, or fuch other caufes 
as might prevent the fleet from aflbrdiog its prote&iqn to the 
docks. 

To this datum the Sea Oflicers were unanimous^ 
It was enough for them to fay, the docks ought to be 
fortified ; they were not called upon to give any opinion oa 
the conftruftion of forts ; that belonged to the Engineers and 
General Officers. If the Sea Ofl[icers had thought ihipsfaf* 
ficient for the protedlion of the docks, they could eafily have 
anfwered the firft queftion, whether a naval defence could be 
' relied op for the defence of the docks ? 

The Sea Officers had pointed out where an enemy could 
land, and full^ anfwered all maritime queftions ; but except 
fuch parts of the conftrudiion of a fort as was meant to ope- 
rate againft ftiips, and to guard the entrance of a harbour^ 
they had not at Portfmouth given any opinion, neither -did 
he think them authorifed by His Majefty's inftrufltions in 
the Report to give any opinion refpeding the heft fyftem of 
fortification for land defence at Plymouth. The Sea Officers 
bad alfo expreftly declared, after recommending gun boats, 
water, and iignal houfes, for Plymouth, that they had no 
other improven^ent or other fyftem of defence to fuggefL 

He 



A. 1786. DEBATES. 191 

' He conceived his gallant friend (Captain Macbride) ftw 
difficulties for ao enemy to furmount in Whitefand Bay that 
he would not call difficulties if oppofed to him in any opera- 
tion on the enemy's coaft — That to fay a landing might be 
tSk&ei ifunoppofed, mixed a land queftion with a fea quef- 
tion. Unoppofed might mean to oppofe with ten guns or a * 
thoafand guns ; and an enemy is not unoppofed, if, infiead 
of rifktng the fate of the dock upon the poffible event of 
landingy the objeft for landing was removed by giving per- 
fcft fecurity to the dock. He compared Whitefand Bay 
with Gabrufe Bay in America, to fhew that greater natural ' 
difficulties, added to the oppofition of fortifications, had not 
been fufficient to prevent«the Britifli troops from landing in 
the teeth of the enemy's batteries of troops, for the impor- 
tant obje<ft of taking Louifbourg; and argued, that great 
difficulties will always be undertaken for a great obje<S):. 

He went over the fo-often-repeated grounds of the inftan- 
ces of our fleet in the laft war abandoning the defence of the 
docks, and the difference between the policy of a genial 
fyftem of fortification to guard againfl an enemy whole num- 
oers and preparations fliould be equal to an invafion of this 
kingdom againft the colle£tive force, and the policy of guard- 
ing our docks, the vital parts of the kingdom, from an en- 
terprise of 20 or 30,000 men, in the temporary abfence, 
or in cafe of the inferiority of our fleet, againfl our dock 
yards. 

He went into fome detail to fliew, that the French, with- 
out additional expence in war, only by keeping 15 or 20,000 
men upon the oppofite coaft, and when occafion required, by 
laying embargo on their coafting veflels, would be at all 
times prepared in war to pufti acrofs the Channel under pro- 
te£tion of their fleet, an expedition againft our dock yards. If 
forty fail of the line were to be kept in check by French 
troops, it allowed a French army virtually to operate as an 
increafe of their navy, becaufe a fuperior French fleet could 
force a landing; if our fleet fliould be inferior and forty 
fail of the line at Breft would oblige us to keep forty 
faifof the line to oppofe it, except in the cafe of French troops 
fo fituated as to force a landing near our docks if we fuffi:red 
our home fleet to be inferior to the enemy. Under this 
check of preparation for invafion, we could not fend abroad 
reinforcements ; and for the miferable oeconomy of faving 
goOfOOO].^ Jamaica, Barbadoes, Quebec, or our moft valu- 
able poiTeffions in the Eaft, might fall a facrifice, and com- 
merce and convoys be abandoned, owing to the inferiority of 
our fleet in thofe leas compared with thofe of the enemy, and 
odr home fleet being confined to Channel fervice. 
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Re remihded Mr. Fox 6f his argmhent 3t tHe opening of 
the feffion, threatening us with alliances between tht Datchj 
the French) the Spaniards, and the Emperor, and a combi- 
nation of naval force againfi us unparallelled in any former 
period of our biftory. If it was true,, that money could W 
found to build as many fhips as all thofe powers bombined^ 
it was no increafe of naval ftrength to build more fhips than 
we cart poffibly mart, and in the laft war We n^er manned 
an equal number of fhips to France and Spain alone, and aii 
^ormous increafe of our feamen Was by no mearts probabk 
We were told the Frerich did not like to atuck ui, andtbaf 
th^y Would not keep 15 or 26^006 men in tte ttWns iiid 
ports of the oppofite coaft; but by wh^t magi'd^ as **b:aot- 
dinary as any convulfibti of riature, coiild any tii^mbfet of tlWt' 
Houfe fet bounds to the ambition <jf France, of limit the 
number of her troops, where great objefts ih' vfeir mtilt 
juflify great ejcpence, great rifk, and ^r6at eSottsl We 
. were told a future war may be a war of alliattce-^the oTjj^ 
of thefe fortifications is to fet the navy at liberty for bfiiln- 
five war, as well as for the defence of ou*r fofelgft d^pdhd^ 
^ies: and of all wars^ a war of alliance ought to bfe dn of- 
fenfive war; beCaufe^ if each ally only ai£ls on thte defetifiVe^ 
tlierd would b^ no conquefts made by either td balaftce, in' 
the terms of peace, the lofTeS^ which one of thd^ allies, ot* 
fhor6 than one might fufiaifi : arid the peace \^hlch cduld nod 
partially be made for the benefit of the one, rauflendiA 
dilgraceful and inglorious terms of peace for the whol& 

To relieve our navy from local flationary fervice.flicfi | 
fcrts were meant to be eredled — If we are Weak, it istfe 
more neceflary : but even if we could launch half pur fbireft^ ^ 
and cover thn wide ocean with our numerous fleets, heViiw , 
them to go forth for oflbnlive war, for extenfion of empire^ 
proteffion of commerce, and for the glory of the Britilii 
arms; but flrongly reprobated their being obliged to ^ic idle> ' 
flationary, and fheltered in our ports, a mfere defenfive^ in* 
glorious, unprofitable force. 

Speaking of the bad confequences and imbecility ot thij 
American war, he concluded by obferving, that aldiough it 
had been faid, the fun of Britain^s glory is funk in otir wef* 
tern hemifpher6, we had the confolation to fke aglotioos 
fun rife in our own horizon, which though accufed cf not 
being yet- in its meridian, had already fbed its hap^y inte* 
encd on this idand, fo afs to reflore vigour to thtf Gonftitfh 
tion, and fuch flrength to the roots of our refourcet as-jwo- 
piifes the fairesft profpeift of growing profperity, and of tfie 
iFuture happinefs and welfare 6f the Britifh empire. He m- 
ferred that there were no grounds for defpondency, nor for 
^rofuiion^ buc that to gcant tVi^ n&c^&t^ i\^^\k\vt% €(^t fo 
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important a fervic^ was flate ceconomy^ as well as found 
policy* 

He entered into feme detail to juftify the eftimates for 
the fortifications* He remarked on feveral partd of the Re- 
port, and infifted there were but two negatives to fome 
additional fortifications being neceflary. That all admitted 
the noble Dnke^s fyfiem would completely defend the 
docks in cafe of the abfence or inferiority of our fleets— =• but 
if we reje£l that fecurity, and keep an equal home fleet with 
the enemy, for our defence, he feared nich a meafure mufl; 
in its confequences, eventually reduce our Sovereign front 
being monarch of an empire, to be King of the Angle ifland 
of &ieat Britain. ' 

Mr. J. Hawkins Browne expreflid the highefl fatisfectiori Mr. J. 
at difcovering that a zeal for the navy was univerfal on ?^^*^*?* 
all fides of the Houfe j and he trufled that this would always '^^'^ * 
be the darling, fervice of this country; but he was aftonifhed . 
to hear the importance of the navy urged as an argument 
againft thofe fortifications when it was the only argument in 
their favour, for thefe foftifications were not intended tc* 
fubflitute a new fpecies of defence for the kingdom in lieii 
of ovir navy, but to prote6l our dock yards, and our dock 
yerds Only, which were our vital and vulnerable parts, be- 
caufe they were the gem and fupport of our navy. A right 
honourable member (Colonel Barre) had obferved that mag- 
nanimity was the befl public virtue in times of vigorous en- 
terprise, or in thofe moments of imminent danger which we 
etperienced in 1779, and in 1782. Granted, yet prudence 
was a national virtue as well as magnanimity, and the mofl 
fit to be exercifed when we had a profpeft of long continuance 
of peace, as he hoped we now had, and when we might 
contemplate to advantage our former dangers, and purfue the 
wiieft means to prevent the return of them. Fortifications; 
he obferved, were not new in this country ; large fums had 
been la'vifhed upon them during every former war; but this 
was the firft time that a regular plan had been laid before that 
Houfe not diftated by the preflTure of immediate neceflity, not 
dependent upon the opinion of any Minifler, nor the caprice 
of any Mafter General of the Ordnance, but approved by 
the firft military and naval charadlers in this country. This 
was to him, and muft be to moft members of that Houfe, in 
ar great meafure, a queflion of confidence. But, in whom 
',were we to place confidence, if not in the executive Govern- 
ment, calling upon us for the public defence, and fupported 
by the names which appeared in the Report, a Report to him 
perfeflly fatisfaflory, and in the moft efTential parts unani- 
mous. He concluded by prefling flrongly upon the Houfe 
if, in confeqnence of their reieaioa of xVv\% ^\^w^ ^xi^^€\t 
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refufing this confidence, they fliould live to fee our dock yards 
dellroyed, and the feeds and fources of our future navies 
annihilated, how they could ever forgive themfelves, ormake 
atonement to their conftituents and the Public f 
VTr. Cour- Mr. Courtenay faid, he hoped for the attention of the Houfe 
cnay. ^^ this yery important, comprehenfive queftion,. as he would 
endeavour to comprefs what he had to fay in as few words as 
poflible, and would not trefpafs on their patience either by 
prolixity or repetition. At the fame time he begged leave 
to declare, to prevent all poffibility of mifconftruClion, that 
in oppofing the prefent fyftem of fortification, he aftcd from 
no perfonal fpleen to the noble Duke at the head of the 
Ordnance department. He had always been treated with 
. great civility and flattering attention by the noble Duke, 
and /bould always efteem the approbation he (Mr, Cour- 
tenay) had received of his official condudl from fo accurate 
and difcriminating a judge, as a flngular honour. Mr. 
Courtenay then adverted to the very peculiar circumftances 
under which the Board of Land and Naval Officers was con- 
flituted. It certainly never was underftood, when.tbe Houfe 
of Commons rcpofed that unbounded confidence in the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer — he would appeal to gentlemen on 
both fides of the Houfe, whether they entertained the moft 
diftant ideas at the time — of any intention to make the no- 
ble Duke Prefident of fuch a Board, whofe folc objeA and 
exprefs purpofe it was to inveftigate and report on the • 
merits of a plan of fortification projefted by the nobje 
Duke himfelf. If there was nothing reprehenfible but the 
indecorum of fuch an appointment, he fhould take b^at littto 
notice of it ; but when, by this management, the country , 
was deprived of the abilities and affiftance of fome very "able 
and experienced officers, it deferved the fevereft 'animadvcr- 
fion. He did not profefs to give any invidious preference to 
one military man over another, not being a judge of thd 
competent merits of military officers; but this he begged 
leave to fay, that in a general yiew, age, experience^ and 
long fervice, gave a decifive fuperiority in the military pro- 
feffion. Still he acknowledged there were fometimes, but 
rarely, illuftrious exceptions to be met with ; there were ex- 
traordinary charaders who mattered every fcience, rather 
by intuition than ftudy. But furely the moft partial of the 
noble Duke's friends would fcarcely venture to rank him 
among beings of this very uncommon and fuperior clafs. 
He would therefore fubmit it to the Houfe, as he was furc ^ 
it would incite indignant feelings in their breads, when they 
were told, that General Conway, Lord Amherft, and Lord 
Vi (count Town/hend, found themfelves at once degraded 
4?'iJ excluded, by receiving a cucuUi \tx.xai tosKv tfas Secre- 
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tary of State, to place themfelves under the control and 
eonimand of the noble Duke. The Public were infulted by- 
having their name? ofientatioufly difplayed in the Gazette, at 
the very moment they found themfelves obliged to decline 
the fervice. For how could General Conway, Lord Amherft, 
and Lord Townlhend, confiftent with their own dignity, and 
with military honour, ferve as members of a Board of Land 
aind Naval Officers under the Duke of Richmond ? The only 
alternative left them was to decline the fervice, regretting, at 
the fame time, that the very difagreeable and embarraifing 
fituation in which they were placed, obliged them to take 
lach a ftep* The next thing the Public had a right to ex- 
pc6k was this— that able and experienced officers fliould be 
liibftitated in the room of thofe who were thus ftudioufly, 
aad, perhaps he might add, affiduoufly excluded. — Was this 
the cafe ?— No. — Why was not Sir Henry Clinton's name 
placed on the lift ? Early diftinguifhed for his military (kill 
and fpirit ; the friend and favourite of tlie Hereditary Prince. 
Would it be fufpe6led that he had adopted the fentiments of 
the Prince of Brunfwick, on the expediency and utility of 
'fortifying Portfmouth? Did the Houfc know the opinion 
'"the Hereditary Prince gave on that fubjedl ? What he did 
fiy probably did not apply to the noble Duke; for he only 
faid (after viewing the works and pofts with a military eye) 
that no officer who knew how to manoeuvre and ftation a 
' corps of troops properly, would dream of defending Portf- 
., moath by fortifications. Let us now contemplate the noble 
-' Duke, Prefident of the Board, declaring ex cathedra^ laying 
..down his hypothetical fyllogilms, provmg his own data by 
^thc modus pomns y and confuting all objeflions by the modus 
. iolUiUf amidft the applaufe of his own Engineers, amidft the 
' roar of his own artillery. 

;'• "The noble Duke judicioufly attacked them with the only 
' fpecies of weapons with which they were unacquainted, and 
' <>btained an eafy, decifive, and glorious vidtory. Suppofe 
we now revert to the probable expence of thofe projefted 
fortifications, and obferve their progreffive increafe, even on 
the noble Duke's own eflimate. In the year 1783, four or 
five hundred thoufand pounds were ftated as fufficient to com- 
plete the intended works at Portfmouth and Plymouth for 
the fecurity of the dock yards. — In 1785, 692,562!. were 
flated as the probable amount, in the Military Memoir pre- 
fented to the Houfe, and figned by the Mafter General, and 
the other members of the Board of Ordnance. In the year 
1786 the eftimate of- the charge for completing the works, 
amounts to 760,097!. almoft double the original fum, not- 
ivithftanding this laft eftimate had been reduced by the 
economical labours of the Committee oi "Eug^vx^x^^ tvx. \^oi^ 

jD d $i Tg^vt^ 
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Tpweu wbojiad cut off near 50,000!. from CoUmel Dixon's 
^calculation. This able and experienced Engineer had added a 
third, aud affigned this reafon for doing fo^ to provide for 
cxtraordinaries which he copld not forefee.-rrHowever, he 
was called upon to fpecify what he had already faid, hQ 
could not forefee, and on his not complying, 50,00oU wai 
ftruck off his eftimate by the Committee of Engineers, which 
at leaf): was a ihort and compendious mode of deciding the 
queftion. Now, if we add a third more on the whole of 
the eftimate for 1786, it will amount to very nigh a ixiillion. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ftated it fo. Now fup^ 
podng the fortifications compleated, and a niillion .expended^ 
the bare intereft of the fum is 50,000!* If we add to thit, 
three or four per cent, for repairs, (no unre^fonable compa^r 
tation) befides ]tbe intereft on that capital which ftill remain! 
to be laid out in artillery, ftores, &c. the whole annual chargQ 
perpetually entailed on this exhaufted and impoyerifhed count 
try will be ioo,oool. at leaft. To fpme gentlemen thia 
might appear but a trifle ; but let it be confidered that ever j 
burden is of a mixed and blended nature, not folely to w^ 
pftimated from the fum raifed. but connefled with the capa« 
city of the people to bear it. Before the late unfortQnatQ 
Vrar, before the glorious prodigality of the German w?ir, th9 
people of the country were perhaps better able to bear an 
annual charge of 500,000!.. than 50,000!. at prefent. Mr« 
Courtenay (hen alluded to what fell from an honourable gen? 
tiemaq (Mr. Walw'yn) that the profufenefs of the Chanel 
lor of the Exchequer in this inftance might induce the Public 
to impute his conduA rather to private political motives thaQ 
<f nlarged patriotic principles. For hi$ own part, he teptfH 
^ated fuch an idea ; ftill he could not anfwer for the invidii 
Qus conftruflion of others, who niight coriceive it poffiblQ 
ior the Chancellor of fhe Exchequer to facrifice a miUioo tq 
gratify the whim, conciliate the obftinacy, and infure tho 
precarious attaclimeot of one capricious, projedting iQdiyi<^ 
^ual. However^ if a political, he would not fay, cordiaI| 
friendfhip could be promoted by fuch mean$» he bad littte 
pbjedlion. If the hands of Government cpuld be ftrrehgthW 
^ned by fortifying the dock yards, a million was but a' trifl© 
to effedt fuch a falutary purpofe. ]f the principle was fairly * 
avowed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or any of hi| 
vouching friends, he would vote for the noble Duke's forti- 
fication ; confident as be vvas, that it would promote peace, 
unanimity and concord in tlie Cabinet, where it was fome- 
times fo much wanted, and always fo eflentially requifite. 
BeOdes, the beneficial effefts would not ftop ther^— fa6kioi| 
luld be depreffed and confounded ; the petitions on the table 
y be withdrawn; the muvviiwt^ vciii c.qycv^U\xvi.^ of the 
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J'eople would ceafe, if it was once avowed that the Houre 
of commons had generoufly voted away a million of their 
conftitucnts* money, for the fole and exprefs purpofe of 
cementing an alliance between two fuch great perfonages as 
the Mafter General of the Otdnance and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. To eftablifli an adequate fund for the pay- 
ment of the intereft, and other incidental expences, he hoped 
the fhop tax would be made perpetual, and the produce of it 
vnalienably applied to the building of fortifications, 

Mr. Courtenay then begged leave to obferve, left the pa- 
negyric pafled on the noble Duke in an eulogium, by an 
honourable gentleman (General Burgoyne) fliould make too 
ftrong'an impreffion on the Houfe, that the noble Duke's 
ikill was rather problematical, and indeed holden in very 
flight eftimation, by profefTional officers with whom he had 
converfed on the fubje£^. He had been told that there was a 
battery erei^ed at South-Sea Caftle by the noble Duke him- 
felf ; nobody difputed the honour of it with him ; it was 
his own unclaimed dividend : many of the guns were fo in* 
jndicioufly placed, that they would not bear on the defigned 
.pbjed; the buoy on the fpit; on firing, their recoil endan« 

Srered the battery; and the narrow enclofed cafements were 
o well contrived, to prevent the efcape of the fmoke, that, 
pD qoick firing, the gunners muft perifh like bees fufFocated 
a^iiivt. What ftiould we think of the noble Duke's line 
defence, from Stokes Bay to Frater Lake, above thn* 
les in extent? He would appeal to any military «» 
irhether an enemy's column might not, with the utmo^*' 
ility, and with very little danger, penetrate between l)«^ 
frrojiidled Forts? and his boafted works muii then fallar^" 
IVas it ever difcuffed> or wis it ever moved as Jt pj 
yj the noble Duke, and fubmitted to the Board 
Vfaga^ines (bomb proof) might not be built m tbr^ 
■^ftrtfea ifland, at a very inconGderable expeiic& -• 
|heT an immenfe fum might not be fnved b* 
[iihtary works to th:it ifland alone? A bot.-^i- 
itie (befpoke from the unqueftionahi 
Henl engineer) of about four hum^' 
ltd hold -itaoft double the qiN* 
iyaUa ihr tkck yard at *^ 
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In fliort, the very refpciSlable Board of Naval ani Land 
Officers were attacked by furprife, and furrounded and be- 
fieged by the noble Duke's new-raifed corps of data, axioms, 
pollulata, lommas, corollaries, and hypothetical fyllogifroS| 
and fooh found themfelves reduced to furrender at difcre- 
tion. Serioufly, they found themfelves abfolutely precluded . 
from confidering the general defence of the kingdom, com- 
bined in all its circumlUnces, on a large and comprehenfive 
view ; and only fpecially appointed to examine the noble 
Duke's plans for Portfmouth and Plymouth, and report ac- 
cordingly. Mr. Courtenay begged leave to remark,' that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had always, and indeed, 
rather triumphantly, laid it down as an mcontrovertible da- 
tum, that the very exiftence of our fleet depended on the 
ftores in our two dock yards. Was the fa6lfo? Thanlc 
heaven it was not; the rignt honourable gentleman had again, 
that day, with his ufual eloquence, in all the fafcinating^ 
f)omp of declamation, enobled and dFgnified — hemp, tar^ 
pitch and oakum, turpentine and fail-cloth, by the name^ 
jftile and title of the feeds and ftamina of the future navies, 
of England. Was this the language of a Britifh ftatefman ? 
Was this the language of a well-informed, enlightened Bri- 
tifh Minifter? For his part, he had always formed a very , 
ciiftlrent idea on the fuhjeft ; he had always thought that th^ 
fi^ecis and Aamina of our fleets confifled in an unbounde«BI 
connneice, in the fuperior fkill and gallantry of our navss.1 
officers, in the hardinefs and intrepidity of the Britifh fa. S« '. 
lors ; in the freedom of the Britifh conflj,tution, which ditf^ , 
fufed a fpirit of independence to the lowefl individual of th»€ 
community. Such wete the true flamina of our navy ; c^i . 
that navy to which Britain was indebted for her empire arm J 
her glory, and which had extended her fame to the eiftr^3» 
pi i ties of the globe. 

^' In vain the nation has confpircd her fall, * ' "^ 

'^ Her trench the fea, and fleets her floating wall," 

But could the right honourable 2;ciitleman be ignorant, th^3* 
there are ten times the quantity of naval flores in the mc-:^" 
chants warehoufes in the river, than were ever at one tiBr**^ 
in the king's ftore? pt ]Vutlmouth or Plvmouth ? How mar^ J 
/hips of the line were launched laft war from flips in tl''^? 
river? Where did the Eall-India Company build the AfL ^ 
Ganges, and the Bombay ? D:d not a noble Earl (of Lorm ^' 
d.iiej contraft with a private builder for the fhip which l^^ 
flefigned as a prefent to the King; buf to his great regr^^* 
was mofl unluckily prevented from accomplifhing his p^* 
triotic defign, by that ncceiTary peace which a noble Er*-*'^ 
fp^de, and the Chancellor of tW Exchecyjer flgned. - R^i** 
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Courtenay then expatiated on the fpirit and generous exertions 
of the country gentlemen of England, who had lafl year com- 

EUcd the Minifter, however rclu6lant, to fufpend the nobler • 
oke's plans, and even put his office in commiflion, and now 
by.thcir perfeverance and patriotifm, would probaby put an 
end to a fcheme pregnant with every mifchicf. If this mili- 
tary projefior wa« not checked in his career, none could know 
what confequence might enfue. A Matter General, with his 
i Committee of engineers, like the Leputan Philofophers, in 
their flying ifland, might hover over the kingdom in an Ord- 
JUDce balloon, defcend in a moment, and feize on any man's 
houfe and domain — (Mr. Cary would not be the only fufFerer) 
draw out their fcales and compaiTes, or fketch out their works. 
The country gentlemen would find their terraces converted 
into baflions, their flopes into glacis, their plcaiu re grounds 
and fhrubberies into horn works and crown works, to which 
tiiey have hitherto borne an irreconcileable averfion. But 
where was this fyftem to end? Who could fet bounds to it? 
; If Portfmouth and Plymouth were to be covered with military 
^ W'orks to preferve the naval flores, London fhould be forti- 
i;:*fied on the fame principle. Ridiculous as this proje£l might 
j- now appear, there was once a ferious defign entertained of 
>( carrying it into execution. For the truth of the fad, ho 
j^Jrould appeal to the venerable records of the Court of 
^ AUermeDy to the authentic minutes of the Board of Ord< 
K nance. 

|.-' When the Pretender, in the year 1745, or^ to fp^ak more 
Ijpurtly language, the Grandfon of James II., had flipped the 
g^oyal army and advanced as far as Stone, the Court of Al- 
^W-finen took no falfe alarm : — The Lord Mayor fent a circu- 
^5 letter to every member, commanding his attendance, con- 
^itutcd hitnfelf prefident, drew up a fet of inftruftions to 
^■'^ft their proceedings ; and after a long debate, it was at 
^ft unanimoufly agreed to apply to the Duke of Newcaflle 
*6 fend them an engineer; as, on fuch an arduous occalion, 
*ney did notchoofe to entiuft the defence of the metropolis 
5^ the city furveyor^^his ofHce, therefore, like the noble 
*^ke*f, was put in commiflion, Colonel Lafcelles was ac- 
^*lly appointed for this duty, and was direfled to wait on 
**^ llord Mayor and Aldermen with a plan and eftimate, but 
J** exprefs critically arriving, with an account of the High- 
landers retreat to Scotland, put a flop to this wife proje£i:.-— 
** We were refolved to provide againft all pofTible dangers by 
fortification, why ihould not Newcaflle, Sunderland, and 
**^!^ny otheF important places be fecured in this way? The 
**oble Duke^ from a principle of gratitude, would not leave 
our collieries expofed to an attack ; and they would equally 
^eft the partial attention of the Chancellor o? xte "E^^jlcW- 
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quer j as he had early, with infinite fagacity, perceived in them 
the (lamina of Future taxation. Mr. Conrteoiair then s^kided 
to what a right honourable gentleman (Colonel 6arre) haa ra- 
ther, he thought, invidioufly introduoed, a fort of comparifoa 
between the commiflion iflued to Sir Walter Raleigh and others 
the fir ft military chara6lers of the age, in the reijfn of Queen Eli^ 
zabeth, and the late circular letter and inftruflions to the noble 
Duke. This was tender and delicate ground ; otherwife, be had 
a ftrong inclination to fay — Rex facit Elizabeth olim; nunc ejl 
Retina Jacobus. Mr. Courtenay faid, he now cl^rly per- 
ceived why the right honourable gentleman had, with his 
ufual point and energy, objefted to the Mafter General's 
having a feat in the Cabinet, as our navy was to be increafed, 
our army diminiflied, by the fingular expedient of building ' 
fortifications. If we were to credit the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (though all this appeared an Ordnance conundrum 
to him) why might not the want of allies be fapplied in the 
fame manner? It was only one ftep farther; on this fappoG* 
tion the right honourable gentleman (Colonel Barrc) roidt 
juftly apprehend, that the Mafter General would zSt confift* ' 
cntly with his own principles, and pppofe any alliance in the 
cabinet, left it fl^ouhl make his fortifications lefs expedient 
and neceflary. Indeed, tl>is was the moft fingular, and at 
the fame time the moft yerfatile projeft that ever was devifcd. 
In other ages, and in other countries, the increafe of the mi* 
litary eftahlifliment was always deemed eftential when the 
fortifying fyftem took place, otherwife it becamle relative 
weakncfs. 

But the noble Duke had fo contrived it (and the Chan- 
cellor of tlie Exchequer became his voucher) that it would 
reduce our ftanding army, increafe our fleet, andfurniihas 
with firm and fteady confederates in the day of peril. By a 
fort of fecond fight, we were to difcover allies in pentagonal 
forts, and a fquadron of the line in a chain of redoubts. Mr* 
Courtenay obferved, that feveral gentlemen had juftly ftig- 
inatized the fortifybg fyftem as dangerous and inimical to 
freedom and the conftitution. He ihould take the liberty of 
offering to the Houfe the (entiments of a great and political 
writer on the fubjedk : Baron Montefquieu expreftly applauds 
the watchful jealoufy of the Englifti, in not permitting the ' 
eicecutive go\^ernment to ered military works and fortifica- 
tions, as by fuch means defpotifm may be eftabliftied under 
the fpecious pretext of prote£ling the kingdom agarnft a fo- 
reign enemy. Hiftorical fa£ls confirmed the principle.— In 
the reign ot Charles the Firft, the glorious efforts of our an- 
ceftors would not have proved fuccefsful, if Portfmouth had 
then been furrounded with the prefent projedled Works; and 
J^ord CAirendon juftly f^maiks, xXvx xK^ ^fieffioa of this 
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^laC^.was almoft reckoned decifive in the conteids f)etweei.i 
the King and Parliament. However, he did not mean to 
draw aay invidious partiHel betwen thofe inglorious and ilie 
prefent aufpicious times; but we miglit not always be blef 
fed with a gracious Prince ; we might not always have a mild^ 
unalTuming virtuous Mlnifter. 

*• A King might arife who knew not Jofcph. " 

Still it was the duty of the reprefentaiives of the People to 
guard pofteritjr againft ihofc evils which they^ were not ap- 
prehenfive ot fu£Fering themfelves. Mr- Courtenay con- 
cluded, by calling forcibly and with energy on every man, 
who felt for the rights and liberties of his country, who 
venerated the glorious Confiitution of England ; as it be* 
hoved every man to reflc£l ferioufly, before he gave his voice 
on a propofitton of fuch dangerous tendency. The pro- 
portion moved by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
laggeftion of the noble Duke, went diredlly to depreciate the 
Britiih navy, and to fubftitute a new and fallacious mode 
of defence in its room. A new and degrading fpecies of 
difcipline was to be introduced. Tlie Briti/lx foldier was to 
be left 

" To lurk in the trench, and fltulk behind the line," 

On his confcience and honour he believed the vote of that 
night would he decifive; fatally decifive indeed, if the amend- 
ment propofed by the honourable gentleman (Mr. Ballard) 
was not carried. 

Lord George Lenox begged leave to aflixre the honourable Lord Gto 
gentleman^ who fpoke laft, that he was not thoroughly Lenox. 
grounded upon the fa£ls to which he had adverted. In one 
ihftance he erred extremely ; for it was a truth, that at the 
fortification of South- Sea Caftle, built by the Mafter Gene- 
ral of the Ordnance, neither, the defedl orletting its guns run 
back at the time of firing, nor of fmotheting the men with 
their faioke, had ever taken place. The honourable gentle- 
man had a manner of delivering his fentiments which might 
divert himfelf, but he muft appeal to the honourable General 
aj^ar the honourable gentleman, if the fa£t did not differ moft 
xnaterially from fuch ilatements. 

Gener;il Burgoyne declared, that thus called upon, he could General 
not as a man of honour refufe to fay, that he had ken the Burgoyne 
fortrefsj and that he bad not obferved the inconvenience in 
queftion. 

. Mr* Courtenay zviivrertAf that he had not aflerted the faft as Mr. Cour 
fdling within his own knowledge, but had merely ftated, that ^cnay. 
fuch if cir.c^jmftance had been related tQ \\\\x\ by auQcveiciftet. 
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The Houfjs doubtleb would hear the fentitpent^ of others pq 
this particular point. 
The hon. The honourable CbarUs Mar/ham rciparked, that Ijis obr 
^^J^ je£lion to the propofed fyftem of fortifications ijjuft chiefly 
" * reft on the difference of opinion whi.ch preyailed between the 
I^aval and Land Officers who formed the Board of Inquiry* 
In all points of fo peculiar a nature^ the authority of the 
Land and Sea Officers would have great weight with him ; 
and had he reafon to think that the Board had been fairly and 
impartially conftituted, and that their opinions were unani- 
mous in favour of the propofed fyftem, he fiiould^ in that 
cafe, have given his vote in its fupport ; but in confequence 
of what he had heard from the honourable and gallant officer 
near him (Captain Macbride) he was led to imagine that the 
reverfe was the fa£t. An honourable gentleman (Sir Charles 
Mid(Ueton) had argued in favour of the propofed fyftem of 
fortification^ and he alfo Zhou Id beg leave, in order to ihew 
what had been the prevailing opinion of the beft and wifeft 
ftatefmen on the fubjeft of infular defence, when the danger 
of invafion was moft dreaded, to trouble the Houfe with an 
extraft of a letter written by Sir Nicholas Throgmorton to 
Secretary Burleigh in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; it ran 
thus : — <* In any wife, Mr. Secretary, tend your force, ere* 
f* dit, and devife, to maintain and increafe your navy by all 
•* the means you qan poffiblej for in this time, coniidering 
** all circun)ftancei, it is the flower of England's garland; 
f* animate and cheriih as many ;^s you can to ferve by fea— ; 
•* Let ihem neither w^nt good deeds, nor good words. It is 
f^ your beft and moft cheap defence, and moft redoubted of 
•• your enemies and doubtful frjends, there is not fb many 
V perils in it, as there is tq 4epend upon fortrcfl[es; neither 
f^ the pharges be like." 
|fQr4Ma- Vifcount Mahon decli^red, that in his opinion, the increaC- 
^»u. ing the army was not the beft way to increafe the navy j 

but he always conceived, that a ftanding army ought to be 
an objeft of conftitutional jealoufy in this countr)r« No 
confideratipn whatever ftiould have induced him to fupport 
this plan of the noble Duke (Richmond) if it had not beeif 
proved to the Houfe, that this plan would tend to decreaifo 
inftead of in<ireafing the number of- troops necpflStry to h^ 
employed tp defend the dock yards. 

He then rfcad the following extrafts from the Report of 
the Board of Land and Se^ Officers, who had befm ap^ 
pointed to examine the Duke of Richmond's plap of fortifi^ 
jjations; 

^' Your Majefty?^ Land Officers (at Portfmoptfc) are un^- 

f* nimoufly of opinion, that the propofed finifliingpf works 

ff 9frcddy begun, the 'wpTQy?mec\ts to old pnps, and tli« 
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** plan for refcuilding South-Sea Caftle, will, together Ifirith 
** the new works propofed, give a reafonable degree of fecu- 
•* rity to Yout Majefty's dock yard at Portfmouth^.for thd 
'^ tinie and adder the circumflances of the data, with a gar« 
^< rifon of the nambers before fpecified (regular^ and mihtia) 
'^ which the Land Officers are of opinion is fufficient for its 
* defence; whereas the prefent works, even when repaired, 
** 'finifhed, and improved, would require a larger force for 
** their defence, with which they would ftill be ineffcdlual 
'* for the purpofe of feiiuring this dock yard.'* 

" Your Majefty's Land Officers (at Plymouth) are una- 
^* nimoufly ot opinion, that a garrifon (ot the numbers be- 
<^ fore fpecified, regulars and militia) appears fufficietlt, if 
<* the propofed new works and repair of old ones are Executed, 
** and that for the prefent works, even when repaired, a 
** much larger garrifon would be inefie£tual for the pur<« 
** pofe of fecuring the dock yard." 

And at the end of this Report, a ftill ftronger fa£k is 
proved, viz. 

, ' *< The works we recommend, appear to us to be calculated 
" upon the moft ceconomical principles, and to require the 
«« fmalleft number of troops poifible to anfwer the purpofe of 
«« effi^ually fecuring Your Majefty's dock yards at Portf- 
«^ mouth and Plymouth/'^ 

(Signed) 

Richmond, Tames Pattifon, 

Guy Carletoni Sam. Gleaveland* 

Will. Howe, James Bramhatii^ 

Geo. H. Lenox, William Green, 

Comwallis, William Roy, 

David Lindfay,' George Garth. 
Charles Grey, 

Vifcount Mahon concluded by obferving, that the qucflion 
was not whether there ftiould be fortifications or no fortifica- 
tions to defend the dock yards ; but whether the prefent ex- 
iftibg fortifications, which require a very large body of troops 
to man them, and which are not adequate to the defence of 
the dock yards ; or whether the plan propofed by the Duke of 
Richmond, which will require a much fmaller number of 
troops to man them, aiid which will give fecurity to the dock 
yaras, ought to be preferred. 

Mr. SberiJan declared, that he gave the noble Vifctant Mr.SSerlr 
full credit for the principles he had profeffed, with refpedt to dja. 
the Conftitution ; and that he did fincerely believe that the 
noble Vifcount would not vote for the meafure then under * 
difculiion, but upon a fuppofition, that its teadency was ra- 
ther to diminilh than augment the nuJiiai^ \j^^tt cil ^^ 

E e 2 Cww^H 
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Crown ; upon this ground the^-efore he would meet him, and 
he Was fangtilne enough to believe, tTiai the ndble VifcounC 
might be induced to altet the opintolit whJch He had declared, 
unlefs indeed, he Was reftrained from ekcrcifing his free judge- 
meftt upofi the ftfbjeSl ; an apprehenfion which a late fpeech 
6f his had fuggefted, a fpeech in which the noble Vifcount had 
expreffcd himfdf fo full of dread and horror, at the means by 
which a Tory foe, in another place, had, both by (apand 
^ ftonti, affailed ihofe conftitutioAal bulwarks which the noble 

Vifcount had fo zealoufly endeavoured to ereft for the pro- 
teftion of our decayed ele6lion rights, that it was almoft rea- 
fonable to prefume that the noble Vifcount might have en- 
tered into a ferious compa6t with a noble Duke, his former 
My, on thi« fubje£l, for reciprocal affiftance on their two 
favourite objefis, by which the noble Vifcount was peremp- 
torily to fupport the plan of fortifying the dock yards. ia that 
Houfe, or the noble Duke would no longer en|pge to aflWl 
him in fortifying the Conftitution in the other. But what 
Was the noble Vilcount's argument? He had refted the matter 
entirely upon the ground taken by his right honourable friend 
(Mr. Pitt) that the purfuing this fyltem of fortification, 
• would adually diminifh the ftanding army in this country, 
firtd that the number of ' troops being fo diminilhed, there 
Would be propprtidnally Jefs caufe for that conllltutional jea- 
loufy, with which all parties agreed it was our duty to regard 
the increafing military power of the Crown. That this fyf- 
, temof defence by fortifications, could, under pny circum- 
ftarices, have the efFeft of reducing the ftanding army, he 
muft beg leave utterly to deny. Some plaufible arguments 
indeed had been adduced in fupport of this notion, which, 
however, when fifted, would be found fallacious and contra- 
dl£lory ; for the prefent, however, he would wave that point, 
and admit implicitly, that the ftanding army of the country 
would be reduced by the meafure propofed precifely in the 
proportion ftated by the noWe Vifcount ; it then, however, 
remained to be proved, that, giving the noble Vifcount his 
■premifes, he was right in his conclufion. When wq talked 
of a conftitutional jealoufy of the military power of the 
Crown, what was the real objecSt to which we pointed our 
fufpicion ? What was the datum, as the fafhionable phrafc 
was, upon which they proceeded? What I — but that it was ' 
in the nature of Kings to love power, and iri the conftitution 
of armies to obey Kings. This, doubrlefs, was moft^ ddt- 
' ' ^atfe ground to touch upo^n ; but the ciircumftances of the 
prefent queftion called for plain dealing ; and, for his part, he 
coutd not be fcifpedted, even in tl>e fmalleft degree, of alluding 
cither ^to the prefent Monarch on the throne/ or tQ tlie army 
iinderbts- cownvanU. Be -afftte^ u\t3& fecwlv!^ to tlie dif- 
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tinfiions taken witfi refpo£t to botri, by a worthy baronet wbo 
b^d fpoken before him ; but, at the fame time it muft be 
admitted, that whenever we fpoke of a cbnflitutionaljealouiy 
of the army, it was upon a fuppoiition that the unhappy 
time might come, when a Prince, miili^d by evil couofel- 
' (orSy and againft the fuggeftions of his own gracious temper, 
of courfe might cheriih the difaftrous notion, that he could 
become greater by making his fubje£ts left, and that an armv 
might 1^ found fo forgetful of their duty as citizens, fo 
warped by feelings of falfe honour, or fo degraded by habits 
of implicit obedience, as to fupport their military head in 
an attempt upon the rights and liberties of their country ! 
Th<? poffibl^ exiflence of this cafe, and the probable com- 
cidence' of thefe circumftances, was that to which every gen- 
tleman's mind muft point, when he admitted an argument 
upon the fubjedt ; otherwife we burlefqued and derided the 
wifdom of our anceftors, with the provifions of the Bill of 
Rights, and made a mere mockery of the fs^lutary and fa- 
cred referve with which, for a fhort and limited period, we 
annually intrufted the executive magiftrate with the necef- 
fary defence of the country. This plain ftatement being 
really the cafe, to what, in fuch a crifis, were we to look ? 
Were our apprehenfions only to be dire£ted to the length of 
the mufter roll o'f men in fthe King's pay ? Wert we to 
calculate only the number of foldiers whom he could en- 
-camp at Hounflow, or the force of the detachment which 
he might fpare to furround the lobby of the Houfe of Com- 
mons r No ; t!\e jet and fubftance of the queftion lay briefly 
here: Irt which of the two fituations now argued upon, 
would the King and his evil advifers find themfelves in a 
flate of the greatefl military force and preparation, and moft 
likely to command and to receive a military fupport? Li 
this point of view would it be argued, that thefe fortrefTes 
which were to become capable of refifting the fiege.of a fo- 
• reign enemy landed in force, would ferve as a fufEcient 
Arength in the hands of the Crown, when the enemy was 
his People ? Would no ftrefs be given to the great and mi- 
portant diftindlion, already ably urged, between troops 
eleded and feparated from their fellow citizens in garrifons 
and forts, and men living fcattcred and entangled in all the 
common duties and conneftions of their countrymen ? Was ' 
this an argument of no weight when applied to the militia, 
who were to form a part of thefe garrifons; or would it, 
even for a moment, be pretended that men under fuch cir- 
cumftances, and in fuch difciplined habits, *were not a 
thoufand times more likely to defpife the breath of Parlia- 
ment, and to lend themfelves to the aftive piirpofes of ty- 
[rannv and ambit Jon> tlwn the looCs au4 unccyAtve&ft^ ^^v^"^ 
'wbkn exiih eyesi mih jealoufv umfer tha ^tdtrvx A^'i^^^^ 
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It was tinneteffiiry to pfdfs the diftinAion ; the faft waj^ 
that thefe flrong military hold^, if maintained as that muft 
be in peace, by full and difciplined garrifons; if ^eii pro- 
tided, atnd calculated to Hand regular fieges, as thil prefent 
|>lan proiefled, and if extended to all the obje£ts to which 
the fyftem muft inevitably lead, whether they were to be 
confidered as rtiducefnents to tempt a weak Prince to evil 
"views, or as engines of power in cafe of an a£tual rupturei 
would in trutli, promife tenfold the means of curbing and 
fabduing the country, than cpuld be ilated to arife even 
from doubling the prefent military eftablifhmetit ; with this 
extraordinary aggravation attending the folly of coi^ienting 
. ' to luch a fyftem, that thofe very naval ftores and magazineS| 
the feed and fources of our future navies, the efie^ual pre- 
servation of which was the pretence for thefe unaflailable 
fortrefles, would in that cafe become a pledge and hoftage 
in the hands of the Crown, which in a country^ circum- 
ftanced as this was, muft infure an unconditionaf fubmif- 
fion to the moft extravagant claims which defpottfm could 
diftate. • 

What could poflibly prove more fallacious than holding 
cut expeftations that a fyftem of defence by fortificatioon 
could, in f«i6t, end in a retrenchment of the ftanding army ! 
The firft fallacy in this argument flood forward in the fup- 
pofition that the fyftem of defence by fortifications was ne- 
ceflarily to ftop, when Poftfmouth and Plymouth fhould 
become fecured, and that the reafoning upon which the ex- 
tenfive works for thofe places were juftified, would not apply 
to any other parts of the kingdom, however their importance 
called for defence, or their fituation expofed them to attack* 
The fhorteft method of refuting this idea, was fimply to 
fuppofe the fame Board of Officers, afting "under the fame 
inftru£lions, and deliberating under the fame data, going. 
a circuit round the coaft of the kingdom, and diredled to 
report upon the various places in their progrefs, and let any 
perfon fairly confider the fuppofitions under which they 
make their prefent Report, and then hefitate to confefs th^^t 
they muft, of heceffity, recommend a fimilar plan of de- 
fence proportioned to the importance of every place to which 
their attention was dire6ted. It was fuperfiuous to dwell 
upon the circumftances which no longer permitted us to 
confider Holland in future otherwife than as a province of 
France, or which rendered it equally reafonable to look with 
an eye of apprehenfion to the neighbouring coaft belonging 
to the Emperor ; becaufe, the fa6t was evident that, in the 
cafe of this country being engaged in a war againft a pdwer** 
fu\ confederacy, (upon the fuppofition of which alone the 
prefent fcheme was recomm^ud^ ^aJi'^>3iKAfc4?i ^tt'^ motive 
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/of prudence mufl compel us todireA an attention, as vU 
gorotts and vigilant to the eaftern as to the fouthern coaft of 
this country. It was not poffible for the HouTe to remain 
^t alofs to difcover various places which, with Chatham and 
Sheernefs (where moft exten/Ive lines had aftually been be- 
fun under the aufpices of the noble Duke) muft neceflarily 
DC provided for in the new fyftem of prote<Slion ; and for 
Jiis own party indeed, he could wifh that any perfon would 
i^mpute the ftationaty defence neceflary for fuch places, in 
addition to the twenty-two thoufand men demanded for 
Portfmooth and Plymouth, and allow likewife for any 
moving force in the country, and then decide what chance 
there was that this prolific lyftem would terminate in a re- 
duction of the (landing army ! 

Concerning the probability of our being able to furnifh 
imen for the conftant maintenance of tliei'e carrifons, he felt 
it requifite to obferve that the argument had been, not a re- 
^rence to our prefent peace eflabliihment, but to the extent 
of the fervice during the moft extravagant periods of the 
}aft war ; which, in other words, was to hold out a notion 
that we might fpeedily again look to a time when we /hould 
become able to expend for the purpofe of war fifteen millions 
of money in the courfe of a fingle year ! At the very mo- 
ment when the right honourable gentleman was holding out 
the reduftion of our debt by a few hundred thoufand pounds, 
jis the triumph of his adminiftration, and the corner ftone 
pf that pillar upon which his fame was to become em- 
blazoned! But, even fuppofing this to be poffibJc, and con- 
fidering the reference to our cftabli/liment in the laft war as 
ju&t the right honourable gentleman had taken an unfair 
advantage of the argument ; for when lie ftated the nu- 
merous armies which we had upon the continent of America, 
as refources from which we were in future to garrifon thefe 
forts, and ii^creafe our home defence, he ought alfb to have 
taken Into his Recount the enormous floating eftablifliment 
which attended upon thofe armies, and which being con- 
verted into an e£Bcient naval defence at home^ would make 
both bis fortifications and his garrifons unneceffary. 
. To the attack whiph the right ho«ourahle gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) had chofen to niake upon the late Adminiftration, he 
ihould beg l.eave to anf>yer that, in whatever point of view 
he. was, that day, to regard the right honourable gentleman, 
Whether as Ithat glorious orb which an honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Luttreil). had defcribed hini to be, whofe influence 
and power was mor^ than to compenfate to the nation for 
the lofs of an hemifphere; or whether his luftre was calcu- 
lated rather to dazzle and furprife, than to cherifh and in- 
fWfSktpi ^bether he me|-itp(} tip ]&i% com^Vvia^vvX.^i'] \;iyv.* 
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guagc of his right honourable friend (Colonel Barre) who 
ohferved, that his confcience had been furprifed in this bufi- 
nefs; or whether ho^had capitulated upon r^ular approaches; 
' whether he had been fuccefsful m ircpelling the infinuation 
of another gentleman, that he was not in earueft in this 
caufe, by the vehemence of his manner, or had confirmed it 
by the weaknefs of his argument ; whether the right honour- 
able gentleman moft defepved the praifes or the reproach which 
he had received, he wo|uld not embarrafs himfelf by pretend- 
ing to determine ; but only obferve, that one part of his con^ 
duft had moft aftonifliingly efcaped the panegyric of his 
friends — ^he meant the fpirit and enterprize with which, ta^ 
king his hint probably from the fubjeft in debate, he had en- 
deavoured to carry the war into the enemy's country, and 
purfue meafures of offence and attack, while every pafs at 
)iome was left unfortified ^nd defencelefs. 

For what was the ground of this ftrenuous charge? The 
)ate Adminiftration (as the right honourable gentleman af- 
ferted) had fubmitted part of this very plan to the judgement 
of Parliament, but at the defi re of the Houfe withdrew that 
part for reconfideration; and now, if,, upon reconfideration, 
they had in any refpeS altered their opinion, it was the 
groffeft inconfiftency of conduft and derelidlion of principle! . 
.. — an extraordinary charge, and particularly fo from the gen- 
tleman by whpm it was urged ! He had reconfidered mafty 
fubjefls, without/jafpiring to the merit of an obftinate adhe- 
rence to his firft opinion. He had reconfidered his Ameri- 
can intercourfe bill, and had publicly avowed tliat he had 
parted with every idea which he once entertained upon that 
fubjedl. — He had reconfidered liis India bill, and before it 
was €ngrofied, had fcarcely fuffered one word to remain which 
{belonged to. it when it was brought in. — He had reconfidered 
his Irifli refolutions, in every part, proyifipn, and principle: 
and, having firft offered them as a bounty to Ireland, he had 
reconficlereil the boon, and annexed a price to it, and then 
reconfidered his own reconfiderition, and al^^niloned his own 
indifpenfable condition ! And y^t this Minifter, wi^iofe whpi? 
government had been one-continued feries of rafli propofitioo,' 
jind ungraceful coQceffion, held it out as a palpable enormity 
jn others, that reconfideration fhould have produced alteratioa 
of feniiment, and that too upon a fubje£k where the firft opi- 
nion niuft have been taken upon credit, and the fecond was 
called for upon minute information and authentic inquiry* h 
the fame excellent fpirit of reconfideration, many honour:|bl6 
gentlemen round the Minifter, who had formerly givc-n ^i dc- 
crided opinion againft the fortifications, were now folicttoa^ 
fo argpe in their favour. As an eftedual defence of the con-r 
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. ta the eftirtiateg and journals of 1783, that they had fiot the 
kaft occafion to refort to the juftification of having changed 
their minds in confequence of better information ; for the 
fadk was, that they never had, even in the flighteft degree^ 
committed themfelves in either any opinion or approbatioti 
trhatever of the prefent plan. 

Concerning the hirtory of the rife and progrefs of fortifica- 
tions in this ifland, upon which the right honourable gentle- 
man had laid fo much ftr'efs, as if he had proved, that what 
was not new, muft he conftitutional, and that the point 
which had been often tried, raufl be fit to be carried into exe» 
^ution ; he fhould maintain, that every word urged on this 
ftibjeft made againft the caufe which it was brought to fup- 
port; for experience, even by their own ftatement, cori- 
Tinced us of nothing but that the nation had invariably been 
deluded and defrauded upon this unprincipled plea of fortifi- 
cations; that much had been done and undone, many fchemes 
^d many projeftors tried ; many n«ilIions fpent, and theob- 
jtSt sivowedly as diftant as ever ! So that repeated proofs of 
paft deception were all which they urged as arguments for pre- 
j(ent confidence; and \t was modeftly expefted, that they would 

. believe, that becaufe a point had been always unfuccefsfully 
attempted, it was now at laft certain of being wifely accom- 
plifhed. 

The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had chofen ea- 

gerly to dwell upon a pretended charge of inconfifiency which 
fc advanced againft au honourable naval officer (Captain Mac- 
{>rJde} and which, although the latter had omitted to reply to it, 
Jiad no other foundation than the right honourable gentleman 
{laving thought proper to confound the o|)inion of the land 
officers with that of the fea officers. With refped to the 
Report itfelf, he was ready to admit, that thofe who had en- 
trenched themfelves in conftitutional objections only, re- 
fufing to be bound by the advice and authority of any Board 
of General Officers or Engineers whatfoever upon fuch a fub- 
je6l, had taken ftrong and refpectable ground ; and that 
-thofc alfo, who had argued the fubjedl more with a reference 
po the ftate of the revenue of the country, and had feemed to 
cdnfider the meafure as advifeable, or otherwife, acconling 
afB'it flionid prove confiftent with the neceffary principles of 
cfeconomy, were undoubtedly intitled to every attention. Fpr 
his. own part, however, he did not go to the extreme of the 
reaifoning ufed on either of thefe topics — every hour produced 
inrftances where pra6lices highly dangerous by their precedent, 
anid evidently infringing on the tfiublifhed rights of the fub- 
' jeft^ were refort^ld to, unavoidably perhaps, for the purpofe 
of retrieving and mahitaining tliat public credit, without 
which the aiFair^ ef this Gauntry were com^eleVi M>ati va^. 
Vol. XIX. Ft 'Y\a 
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The right honourable gentleman had pledged himfelf not to 
prefs this bufinefs, unlefs he ^could make it appear to be a 
meafure not lefs eflential to national fafety than even the 
prefervation of national credit. ^Upon this line of argument, 
the dangers to be apprehended to the Conftitution, which 
wqre ftated as eventual and remote, -muft, of courfe, give 
way, and the point of oeconomy was wholly out of the 
queftion. 

The right honourable gentleman had alfo contended, that 
^he decifion of a Board fpecially appointed for this inquiry, 
and confifling'of perfons eminently qualified for the judge- 
ment expedled from them, wtis the bell authority which the 
country could obtain on the fubjeft, and afforded a furer 
guide for the opinion and conduft of that Houfe, than either 
the arguments or the information of it| individual members 
could i'upply. To this he had already aflentcd, and now re- 
peated his allent ; nor did he heCtate to renew the pledge to 
which the right honourable gentleman had appeared fo anxi- 
ous to fix him, that he, for his pwn part, mindful of the 
terms upon which the queftion was fufpended at the clofe of 
the laft feflion ;' he would' reft contented to abide by the de- 
cifion of a Board fodefcribed, and to withdraw his obj^6lions 
to the plan, if it could be fairly made appear that thefe gen- 
tlemen, (whofe names and charafters he freely admitted did 
intitle them to the confidence which was claimed for ihem) 
upon a full inveftigation of the whole of the fubje6t propofed 
laft year in Parliament to be'fubmitted to their inquiry, and 
being left to their own free and unfettered judgement in form- 
ing their decifion— had reported, ^s their decided and unqua- 
lified opinion, that the plan propofed by the noble Duke, and 
then under difcuftion, was. a meafure which it became the 
wifdom and prudence of Parliament to adopt. Upon this 
point they were at ifluc, and th? Report in hi? hand was the 
only authority to which he (hould appeal, and the fole ground 
upon which he fhould argue. 

Yet, previous to the It-aft difcuftion of the matter of the 
Report, he could not omit to take notice of many circum- 
IJances attending the rpahner of its forrnation. Far from 
meaning to reflect upon the Officers who compofed the Board, 
he muft beg leave to fupport the complaint which had been 
urged by the right honourable gentlfeman (Colonel Barre) 
who firft fuggefted this reference,- that, in viblation of the 
confidence repofed in Minifters, they had not referred the 
queftion of a fyftem for the general defence of the country to 
the Poard, giving them due time and materials for forming 
their opinion upon the great and extenfive fubjeft, but had 
merely required from them a fliort anfwer relative to two 
points of attack under ctr.aiu data of their own impofing. 
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Many powefful, pferhaps unanfwerable, obje£l:ions had 
been made againft the appointment of the noble Duke to 
be Prefident of the Board. Some honourabJe gentlemen 
had alluded to peculiar circumftances of the noble Duke's 
perfonal charader ; he had been defcribed as a nian who 
was never known to give up a point ; but whether this'w^s 
the cafe c3r not, or whether there was fome principles of 
pablic profeffion,^ to which the noble Duke had not very 
rigoroufly adhered, he would not pretend to decide, as he 
might be fufpedted of fpeaking from party prejudices. 
There was one charafteriftic, however, of the noble Duke's 
inind, which he thought might be fairly mentioned, as it 
was a peculiarity which had been publicly brought forward 
in argument by high authority in that Honfe ; and if now 
referring to it, he were to reprefent that noble perfonage as 
of a temper eager to extravagance, and vehement in the ex- 
treme^ if he were to defcribe him as a perfon v/ho, having 
taken up a juft principle, was capable of defeating all fa- 
lutary .proceeding upon it, by driving on with a heated 
imagination to the moft flighty and prepbfterous conclu- 
fions, the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) would become his authority. 
He was the perfon who had led him and the Houfe into 
fliat opinion, as muft be in the recoUedtion of every ho- 
fiourable gentleman, who, during a former feffion, heard 
that right honourable gentleman difcufs the noble Duke's 
principles of parlianieiitary reform, and recollefted the terms 
of indignant ridicule with which he had cautioned them 
>igainft the fchemes of fo vifidnary a projcdor. If, there- 
forej he was arraigned for following any plan of the noble 
Duke's with a peculiar degree of jealouly, he fhould leave 
'his juttification in the abler hands of the right honourable 
{[entlemah. 

Yet the noble Duke deferved the warmefl: panegyrics for 
the ftriking proofs which he had given of his genius as an 
engineer, which appeared even in the planning and con- 
f{ru£ting of the paper in his hand ! The profeffional ability 
of the Mafter General fhone as confpicuoufly there, as it 
could upon oUr coafts; He had made it an argument of 
pofts, and conduced his reafoning upon principles of trigo- 
nometry, as well as logic. There were certairi detached 
data, like advanced works, to keep the enemy at a diftance 
from the main objeft in debate. Strong provifions covered 
the flanks of his allertions. His very queries were in cafe- 
ments. No impreflions, therefore, was to be made on this 
fortrefs of fophiftry, by defultory obfervations, and it was 
neceflary to fit down before it, and affail it by regular atj- 
proaches^ Jt was fortunate, however, %o oXifetN^^ x^k^"^ 
. F f 2; 1^a\^N\^JQ^^ 
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nfxtwithftanding all the fkill employed by the noble and 
literary Engineer, his cnode of defence on paper was open 
to the fame objection which h2i4 been urged againft his 
other fortifications^ that if his adverfary got pofleflion of 
one of his pofts, it became ftrength againft him, and the 
means of fubduing the whole line of bis argument. 

The points which (Mr. bheridan faid) he fliould conceive 
that he had diftinftly eftabliflied from the authentic docu- 
ment before the Houfe, notwithftanding the mutilated 
ftate in which it appeared, were — firft, that not one word, 
hint, or fuggeftion on the part of the naval officers tending 
to give any approbation, either direftly or by implication, 
to the fcheme of fortification then in- debate', -was to he 
found , in that p^per, but that, on the contrary, frorp *he 
^4inner in which a reference was made to the «iiputes of 
the fiaval officers, of which the refult was withholdeo, a 
ftrong prefumption miglit be grounded, \Vholly independent 
of the information which the Houfe had received from niem-' 
l?ers of that Board, that thofe minutes did contain a coa- 
demnatioaof the plan. He did not expe6: to hear it argued 
that the refult of thofe minutes could not he comniuniqatfid:, 
becaufe they were mixed with dangerous matters. of inteHi:- 
gence ; they had fliewn a fufficient degree of ingenuity itf 
the manner of having extradled them from the Report; aad 
it would prove extraordinary indeed if wherever the j.udgfi* 
ment was unfavourable, it fhould have been fo blended spakd 
complicated with matter of detail and dangerous difcufioHi 
that no chemical procefs hi the ordnance laboratory could 
poffibly fepaj-ate them ; while, on the contrary, every apr 
proving opinion, like a light fubtile oily fluid, floated a^'thc 
top at once, and the clumfieft clerk was capable of prer 
fenting it to the Houfe, pure and untinged by a lingfe 
particle of the argument or information upon which it mtos 
produced. 

In the fecond place, he fliould contend that the opiniou 
given by the land officers in favour of the plan, was hy- 
pothetical and conditional : and that they had unanimoufly\ 
and invariably, throughout the whole bufinefe, refufed to 
Jend their authority to, or to make themfelves refponfifcle 
for, the data or fuppofitiops upon which that opinion was 
to be maintained. This circumftance deferved the more 
particular attention of the Houfe, becaufe the' Report hai 
been fo artfully managed, as in many points to appear to 
fupport a right honourable gentleman (the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer) in a contrary afliertion. 

Next, he regarded himfelf as unanfwerably juftified in 
.concluding that the data themfelves were founded upon a 
fuppoGtion pf events fo im^i<ii^\A^ 2o\^A^^>^^x^-^&as.ti^ 
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exifteiice jo£ die cafe contained in them, carried with it not 
tiic iguminent danger of PortfmoutH and Plymouth only» 
bufdie a£Wial conqueft of the ifland. Upon this occafion, 
he did QOt ihink much detail of argument was necejQary, 
^ftftr he Ijiad, at lead in his opinion, irorefragably eilabiifhed* 
that the cafe alluded to, in the words often recurred to — 
^ xinder dae circumftance of the data,'Wwas literally this^ 
^ The abfenc^ of the whole Britifli fleet for the fpace of 
^ three months, while on army of thirty or forty thou- 
^ iand men was ready on the enemy's coall to invade tlxis 
** -oauntry, -that enemy to chufe their point of landing, to 
^ iaijid and encamp with heavy artillery, and every necef- 
if fary for a fiege, while no force in Great Britain could be 
^ colJedied in lefs than two months to eppofe them." By 
BO -means could he admit as a fadl that, even taking it for 

Sauted that the enemy fhotild decide to affault no part but 
^QTtfinoutb and Plymouth, he fhould, with moft poli-te 
IwAjlity, fcorn to ftrike a blow at the heart of the empire, 
^ut ia the courtly fpirit of a French duel lift, ibould aiia 
finly to wovmd in the fvvord-arm ; yet even under this idea, 
moft ^ deny that thefe only objecks- provided for, could 
be fald to be effe<3ually fecured. For, £rft, it was not 
made out that the enemy might not either land or march 
to, the eaftwacd of Plymouth, where no defence was pretend- 
ed ; and, fecondly, the whole queftiqn turning upon a fup- 
pofition of our being inferior at fea, in that cafe a pre- 
iuinption of the fafe return of the inferior fleet and its 
beating the fuperior fleet, was the fole refource for the re- 
lief of the befieged dock yards, the defence of which was 
exprefkly ftated in the Report, to be calculate J only as 
flgainft the force, and for the time exprefled in the data ; fo 
tkat the enemy having iX obviouily in his power, while 
laafter of the fea, to recruit his own army, as well as to 
keep the other expofed parts of this kingdom in check and 
fiisuxn, arid thereby to prevent the pofiibility of our aflera- 
i>iing and uniting a force fufficient to raife the fiege, it fol- 
lowisd that if either the enemy's army exceeded the number 
iuppofed, or that the time was prolonged beyond the period 
calculaited, the whole of this effed^nal fecurity vauifhed un.- 
^fer their own reafoning, and we fhould merely have pre- 
pared a ftrong hold in the country for our foe, a hold which 
the circumftances under which he was fappofed to make the 
attack, would enable him for ever to retain. 

Mr. Sheridan now proceeding to his remarks concerning 
the-diftinftion which had during the debate been taken rela- 
tive to the different perfons who were fuppofed to form the 
cppodtion to the prefent plan, faid that he had heard tt.e 
old hiSmoBtioxis of party views reforted to \)^ v\vo\^ '^\\o 



22Z PARLIAMENTARY A. 1786; 

defended the original motion ; and fome honourable gentle- 
pien who moft ftrenuoufly oppofed it, had, however, in a 
kind of language wh'ch he could not avoid taking notice of, 
difa vowed any party feeling or cunned^ion with the pixrty 
in queftion. \Vith refpedt to himfelf, he was Iiappy that 
the bufinefs had worn fo little the appearance of party as it 
had; and although he had moved for and obtained the Re- 
port, which had been fo much difcufled, and upon which 
fo much had turned, he had proved himfelf ready and anxious 
(as the perfons alluded to well knew) to refign the bufinefsf 
into the hands of the refpeftable gentleman who had upori 
that day fo ably brought it forward. He could never, fof 
one, fubmit to the imputation, that the party with whom he 
had the honour to aft were fupporting or oppofing any 
meafure upon motives lefs jufi, lefs fair, or lefs honour- 
able than thofe which influenced any other defcription of 
gentlemen in that Houfe. The prefent queftion could not 
even be pretended to be purfued with party policy, as there 
was not a perfon in the Houfe who could avoid confeffitig 
that party purpofes would be better gratified by entangling 
the right honourable gentleman in the purfuit of this ob- 
noxious and unpopular fcheme ; but the gentleman who had 
upon that day led the oppofition to it, had been fowifhdlto 
take fuch a lead, becaufe it appeared among the moft effec- 
tual means of warding off an injury from the country; 
otherwife to be enlifting under leaders for the day, or 
courting the temporary afliftance of any defcription of gen- 
tlemen, would, in his opinion, prove a conduft as impoli- 
tic as undignified. On the other hand, to recede froni 
any important conteft, becaufe gentlemen unconnected with 
them were likely to have the credit of the event, would de^ 
fervedly caft on them the reproach of being a fadion and 
nor a party. But this was not their conduft; they could 
defend their fituation upon fyftem and principle ; however 
reduced their ranks, they were more defirous to prove they 
were in the right than to increafe . th^r numbers. He was 
confident, however, that the gentlemen to whom he might' 
be fuppofed to allude, were too liberal to fet a lefs value 
upon their fupport that day becaufe it was unaccompanied 
by adulation, or any endeavour to canvafs for their future 
connexion. Let us (added Mr. Sheridan) upon tliis night 
be firmly embodied in a caufe we equally approve. Let us 
do this great fervice to the country ; then feparate, and fedc 
oppoling camps. Let them return with the double triumph, 
if they will, of having conferred an important benefit on 
their conftituents and the nation, and a real obligation on 
the Government. Let them have the credit with the coun- 
try of having defeated tVie ^Yu\\ft.^i?^txi^^Sxx\^^ ^\A\!s:L^medt 
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with his friends, of having refcued him from a perilotls di- 
lemma. Leave us only the filent fatisfadlion that, without 
envying the reputation of thofe whom we were content to 
follow, without being piqued by infmuations againft our 
motives, and without debating whether the Mlnifter might 
not be ferved by our fuccefs, we gave an earneft and zealous 
afliftance in defeating a meafure, which, under the fpecious 
pretence of fecuring our coafts, ftrikes at the root of our 
great national defence, and at the heart of the conflitution 
itfelf. 

Mr. Fox remarked, his honourable friend had gone fo fully Mr. Fox. 
into the whole of his fubjedl:, and had argued it fo clofely, 
that it was unneceflary for him to take up much of the time 
of the Houfe. He would therefore fpeak only to a few 
points, fo perfonal to himfelf, that the Houfe, . as he con- 
ceived, would think it highly neceflary for him to take fome 
notice of them. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) had pretty ftrongly infinuated that thefyftem of forti- 
fication, now in contemplation, was a part of that identical 
fyftem which he (Mr. Fox) had, when in office, pfopofed to 
^He Houfe. This was not by any means a corredt reprefen- 
tation of thp fa<El ; for, in truth, he never had propofed any 
plan of fortification whatfoever ; but in the ordnance efti- 
Biates of the year 1783, a fpecific fum was afked for the pur- 
PoTe of going on with Fort Monkton, and another fmall 
ibrt which had been begun ; yet, a demur arifing upon the 
fubjcft, he had agreed in the Committee to take the two 
charges out of the eilimate, and referve them for future con- 
fideration ; and the remaining part of the eftimate was voted 
without them. In his opinion, a right honourable gentle- 
man (Colonel Barre) had well faid, that it was riot by forti- 
fying Portfmouth and Plymouth merely, that we were to 
Jock for a defence of the kingdom from either invafion or 
'dangerous attacks; becaufe, undoubtedly, there were other 
vulnerable parts of our coaft which required attention as well * 
as thofe propofed to be fortified. As to the late peace, fome 
dblervations concerning which had given fuch offence to a 
right honourable gentleman (Colonel Barre) he fliould ftill 
deny that it had been either a neceffary^ or a great and glorious 
peace ; and contend, that in the relative ftate of this king- 
dom, at the time, compared with the ftate of other powers, 
we had a right to expeft a much more advantageous treaty. 
If, however, we had been great and glorious, thofe who re- 
inained in office, and enjoyed a fliare in making it, had di- 
vided the rewards of it in a manner Angularly ftriking. For 
Aemfelves they had taken places and emoluments, and left 
the perfon, who was fuppofed to have been t\ve ^ivTvcv^'aX tv^- 
fotiator of It in fall poilejlian of all tlie er\comv\xm^ ^\vvOcv 
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the warmeft of his panegyrifts could beftow. But eafe and 
f raife were the true objedts of genuine ambition. Tbefe 
they liberally beftowed upon the noble Marquis (Lanfdown) 
tp.eie fubftaiitial recompences, thefe folid honours, have they 
iuobly fecored to him, in his favourite retirement^ in his fe- 
qtleftered happi:iefsj in ruftic peace, and undifturbed repofe. 
For themfcives, en the contrary, have they not referved ail 
the cares, the anxietieSj the fatigues, the fplicitations, and the 
emoluments of office? Generous partition! — fubftantial 
fame for their patron; mere official reward for themfelves! 
*Tisthe extrcftie of abfurdity to imagine, on party confidera- 
ttons, that the carrying the propofed amendment can" prove 
*n" 6bje£l: of the flighteft eftimation. Who can conceive that 
dithef I or my friends ftiall be one ftep nearer the acquifition 
cf office or of power, whether the Duke of Richmond's forti- 
fication plan fucceeds or fails ? If defeating the Minifter,even 
ki points which he has unequivocally fupported to theutmoft 
of h\i ^wer^ could have fervfed us in a party light, how came 
it ihiKj rt(1t^^ithftanding the numerous defeats which he has 
endured, he continues unfiiaken, and. even more firm than 
€\^cv> Has the whole failure of the Irifli propofitions in thcf 
feaft iJffeded him as a Minifter ? Did his Itiameful defeat ia 
the queftion of the Weftmiofter fcrutiny either prejudice 
tiffii ov ferve me, in a minifterial light ? Did his abandont- j 
mem of the Manchefter tax take an atom from his coftfe- ■ 
^ueiiccf ? But, in fac>, he is a Minifter who thrives by do- | 
feit^ and flourifiies by difappointment. The country gcn^ " 
tlettien oppofe him upon one occafion, only to give hini 
rfiore ftrength upon another; he is beaten by them \ipop 
die ftibje6>, only to be affifted by them in a fucceeding cite; 
if f* falls by the landed intereft to-day, he' is fure to rife by 
them to-morrow with added energy and recruited vigonr.**- ' 

, Irf Conclufion, he ftiuft beg leave*(iVrr. Fox faid) to remind 
the .Hdufe, that the right honourable gentleman had, as 
i*fu»l, availed himfelf of his machinery in his opening fpeech. 
M« bad drawn into his* argument the American war, and the 
cealitiOA, He was a little furprifed that the poor Itidia bill 
hid efcaped. Thofe topics, however, the right hotiourable 

. g^rttfeWiin might bring fofwerd as often as he thought pro- 
per. N^ part of his conduft Was he afliamrf of j and d- . 
though clamour, artfully raifed, afld induftrioufly tept alrve, 
might fat a while pwt a falfe and injurious conftradtiori upcm 
it, tiAie wouM diffipxtethe ctoird of pfejudice, and C6flvince 
all men heW egregloufiy they had been duped and deluded. 
Aiid here he fhould avow that he retained all bis great patrty 
jpr?/}ciples upon conftitutiofiai qtieftions ; and that it was thit 
circvmA^tice wl^ich fetweA x\v^\\tve \it\!NN^x^ \#^kv zxsA the 
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great principle. I fay that the people of England have a 

right to control the executive power, by the interference of 

their reprefentatives in thi$ Houfe ot Parliament. The ' 

right honourable gentleman maintains the contrary. He is 

the caafe of our political enmity ; to this I adhere ; to this I 

pledge myfelf, and upon this ground I mean to vote for the 

amendment.^ 

Lord North contended that the propofed fyftem w;rs fepfe- LordNonh 
henfible on the grounds of policy and ^economy; and that if 
every Mailer General of the Ordnance were to be indulged in 
conftrui^ing fuch plans of fortification as his caprice ap« 
proved, there would be no end to the expenCre. What was 
began by one £pard of Ordnance would be pulled down by 
another, and new works would become erecSled, which would 
again be pulled down by the next. It was therefore highly 
' iieceflary to take up fome determination with refpeft to the 
fubjedl, and not continue to proceed upon fo unfettled, fo va- 
rious, and fo expenfive a fyftem. An honourable gentleman 
(Captain Berkeley) alluding to a noble Earl (of Sandwich) 
who, during a former adminiftration, prefided at th^ Board 
of Admiralty, had lately talked of the curfed management of 
the Navy during the late war ; and to this honourable gen- 
tleman he fhould beg leave to anfwer, that although the 
American war was not by any means a fubjeft which came 
within the purview of the original motion, or of the amend- 
ment, he fhould not have the fmalleft objedbion to meet the 
honourable gentleman upon that topic, whenfoever he might 
think proper to bring it forward ; when he did, howfoever he 
might differ from the opinion of many gentlemen on th^ 
other fide of the Houfe, (from fome whom he faw oppofite 
to him, he believed that he fhould not differ widely,) and 
Jiowfoever he might even differ from his right honourable 
friend, and many honourable gentlemen who* fat near him, 
he fhould contend and maintain that no lofs had been im- 
putable to any mifconduft or mifmanagement of his noble 
friend, who at that time fat at the head of the Admiralty 
JBoard, but that every ill fuccefs had arifen from the nature 
of the war, from the neceffary divifion of our marine force, 
and from the powerful combination of marine ftrength with 
which Great Britain had to contend. In conclufion, Lord 
North declared that he fhould vote for the amendment. 

Mr. Dundas anfwered, that it was with a view to meet the Mr. Drfn- 
objeftions ftarted by the noble Lord, that the fyftem of fort i- <!"• 
ficiations then under confideration had been propofed. It was 
by the Houfe's laying down a regular and permanent fyftem' 
that an end would be put to the expenfive praftice which had 
prevailed of indulging one Matter General of tlve OtAxvaxvc:^ 
with thhphiif aod another General T?'vt\i X\v;a^ ^sxA ^<> ?^^^ 

Vol. XJX, G g ^njSvvc\% 
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pulling down and abandoning as faft as fortifications Were 
erefted. Mr. Dundas contended, that a mode of defiance 
which would give fecurity to our dock yards, and prefenrfr ' 
the vital fources of our Navy from the danger of being d^ 
ffroyfed during any future war, was an objed^, in his mind, of 
fo much value and importance, that 700,000!. or even a mil- 
lion of money, (as fome honourable gentlemen had ftated it) 
would prove a cheap price to pay for tjie purchafe. The 
queftion was, would the Houfe go to that expence for the at- 
tainment of an objeft fo immediately cpnnefted with the fu- 
ture exiftence of our Navy, or would they avoid it? To fuch 
a queftion he Ihould not imagine that any man in his. fenfes, 
wh® was not milled by prejudice, could hefita|e a moment to 
reply in the affinnative. He relied a good deal on the opi- 
nion of the Board of Officers, who, he muft contend, had de- 
livered it as their unanimous opinion, not only that fuch a 
fyftem of fortification was abfolutely neceflary, but that 
it was the particular plan \^ich could be erefted at the 
fmalleft expence, and would require the feweft foldiers to 
man. 

^r.Wynd- . Mr. Wyndham remarked, that, in his opinion, the right 
hociourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) who fpoke laft had ar- 
gued the queftion fairly, and was the only advocate in favour 
of the propofed fyftem, who had put it upon its right ground. 
The queftion fliortly came to this point : A plan of fortifica- 
tion was propofed, and it muft coft 700,0001. Would the 
Houfe, or would they not agree to pay that price for it ? Mr. 
Wyndham having fo ftated the matter in iffue between the 
two fides of the Houfe, added, that they would a,ft unwifely 
and imprudently, were they to accept the bargain upon the 
terms propofed. Fortifications in general were infecure and 
dangerous means of defence, and of all others the moft unfit 
for us to adopt. Spem pro pretlo emercy rtdkulum cji^ was an 
teftabliflied maxim, but detrlmentum et periculum pro pretio 
emcre, ridkulum ejiy was ftill more undeniable, and therefore 
he flibuU vote for the amendment, on the ground, that 
to pay 700,0001. for fortifications, would be to lavlfh fo 
much of the public money, for the purchafe of alarm and 
danger. - ' 

l^nlf D?"' Mr. Chancellor Pitt remarked, that, notwithftanding his 
having trefpafled, during fuch a length of time, upon the 
patience of the Houfe, he flattered himfelf that, even at a Very 
advanced hour, they would not refufetheir wonted indulgence, 
efpecially after they had heard fo much, to render a reply 
from him indifpenfably neceflary. Upon this occafion, he 
muft beg leave to contend, that the queftion was clearly a 
waval gueftion, and that it had been made appear, in his mind, 
«/;j;jrwerabIy, that if tbe ]^\ai\ vf^te ^.^o^U^, ;jk^t5\^\^\ ;«tA^ 
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eftabliihment would become neceflary than had hitherto been 
kept up. An honourable gentleman (Mr. Walwyn) as a 
new member, and evidently not much ufed to public I'peak- 
ing, was indeed excufable for having mei^tioned the report 
which he had heard; but that report was ill founded: he 
was, however, greatly hurt at finding fjjch a report hazarded 
within thofe walls ; and he had been ftill more aflonifhed, 
when he heard fomething fall from a right honourable gen- 
tleinan (Colonel Barre) whofe infirmity he was extremely - 
concemed to underfland had forced him to. withdraw, 
which looked like an infinuation darkly wrapped up under 
the words, that his confc'icnce had been Jurprizedy and which 
jeemed to have been direftly aimed at the fame end. He had 
only to fay, that heconfidered both the one and the other (if 
the meaning which he had afTumed really belonged to them) 
as founded in the blackefl malignity, and as highly injurious 
to his charadter. The Chancellor ended with repeating his 
aiTurances, that the propofed plan was intimately conneded 
with the future welfare and propriety of the Navy ; and that 
unlefs fome fuch plan were foon adopted, the country and 
that Houfe would have to lament, and to blame themfelves 
for rejefting a meafure fo much to the national advantage, 
and on which the prefervation of their liberties, and of the 
conflitution itfelf depended ! 

The gallery was now cleared, and the Houfe immediately 
divided on the motion, " that the words propofed to be leti^ 
out ftand as part of the queflion.'' 

Tellers — For the Ayes, Mr. Steel, and Mr. M. A. Tay- 
lor; for the Noes, Lord Maitland, and Captain Macbride. 
Ayes - - - - 169 Noes 169 

The numbers being equal, the Speaker having remarked, 
that> under his inability to fay any thing new upon a fubjedl 
which had been already fo thoroughly debated, and being too 
much exhaufted by fatigu-^ to enter largely into it then, even 
if he poflefled talents enow to do it in a manner which 
would tend to throw any new light upon it, he would con- 
tent himfelf with merely giving his vote againfl the ori- 
ginal motion, and declaring that the Noes had carried the 
queftion. 1 

Mr. Fox faid, that the motions which his right honourable 
friend (Mr. Burke) was to have made on the preceding day, 
for papers relative to Mr. Haftings, could not be made be- 
fore Wednefday; on which day they probably would be 
inade by his right honourable friend, who was then prevented 
jjy illnefs from attending his duty in that Houfe; a fortunate 
circumftance for the right honourable member (the Speaker) 
^s it^bad given him w, opportunity, ytUvcIv \\^ o\X\^^^*\^^ 
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yrould not have had, of gaining immortal honour to hitnfelf, 
by his calling voice upon the fubjedk of fortifications* 

7yJ< following Members voted for the Duke of RkhmonSi 
Plan of Defending the Forts and Dock lards of this KingdM 
by Military Fortifications • 



A. 

Lord Apfley 
R. P. Arden 
Tames Arnyatt 
John Aldridge 
H. Addington 
.*r. Aubrey 
J. Aubrey 
y. W, Adeanc 

RyW. Bootle 

F. Baring 
T. Baring 
John Biiller 

G. Berkeley 
G.Bpwyer 
J. Blackburne 
H- Beaufoy 
Ch. Boone 
C. Brandling 
G. B. Brudenell 
P.Bathurft ' 
T. H. Brown 
W . Beliingham 
E. Bearcroft 
N. Bayley ' 
A. Brodle 

C. , 
Sir R. Cotton 
Sir G. Collier 
W. Chaytor 
Hon.W.Comwallis 
R.Colt 

iohn Calvert 
'. F. Cawthorne 
I. Cruger 
F.C.Cpft 
J. Calvert, 
C.A;Crickitt 
T. Crutchley 
iri of Courtowfi 



Lord F. Campbell 

J. Campbell 
Jay Campbell ' 

D. 
H. Duncombe 
Wm. Devayhes 
L. Darell 
Lord Delaval 
H. Drummohd 
Sir E. Dering' 
J. Dawes 
H.Dairymple 
A. Douglas 
G. Douglas 

E. 
Earl of Eufton 
E. J. Eliot" ' 
J.Eliot 
J. T. Ellis 
J. W. Egerton 
p. Eftwick 
Sir A. Edmonftpne 
G. N. Edwards 
■ •• F. ' 
Sir Adam Fergiifon 

G. - 
Marquis of Graham 
iHon.W.W.Gren 

ville 
J. Grenviire 
6. Gafcoyne 
James Gordon 
R. Gamon 
Philip Goldfworthy 

H. ^ 
J. J. Haniiltoi> 
Sir S. Hannay 
Lord Hinchinbrook 
Sir H. Hoghton 
Lord Hood 
SirR.H\\l 



B. Hammett 

A.Hood 

G. Hardinge 

J. Hunter 

J. W. Heneagc 

Sir J. Henderfoi^ 

P. Home 

J- 



C, Jenkinfon 
T. Johnes 
Pt Tohnftone 

; K» 

Sir L* Kenyoa 
T. Kempe 
Tqhn Kyiiaflon 
SfrCKent ' 

L. 
E. Lpveden 
SirW. Lew^s 
Sir James Langhani 
Sir EL Littletph 
Lorcl Q.'Lenpx 
James Lutprell 
G. Lefevre - 

' M. 
Lord Mahon 
i James Macpherfon 

• W. Macarmick 
R. Mackreth 
tl. W. Mortimer' . 
R. S.Milnes 
Thomas Matters 
Tho. Matters 

• Sir C. Middleton 
W. Mairiwaring 
Lord Mulgriave 
Lord Muncafter 
W, Middleton 
P. Le Mefuriec 
J. Macnamara' 
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/fedley E. Phelipps 

lanners J. }• Pratt 

N. Manfell C. Phipps 
vfurray D. Pulteney 

[oore R. Penn 

iam Macdowal R. Prefton 
kirray R. 

oiFMornin^on C. W. B. Roufe 



. MawbeV 

. N.. 
ard Norton 
Nugent 
FevUle 

O. 
)(baldifton 

P. 
» Powney 
?itx 
lilpps 
VI. Pitt 
lerfe 

. Pennyman 
iam Pulteney 



Sir T. Rich 
George Rofe 

D. Ryder 

E. Rufliworth 
SirC. F.Ratcliffe 

S. 
W. Selwyn 



T. 
Earl of Tyrconnel 
S. Thornton 
R. Thornton 
H. Thornton 

V. 
J. C. ViUiers 

W. 
W. Waller 
W. Wilberforcc 
D. Watherftonc 
B. Watfon 
J. Wiltaot 
W. Williams 
W.Werayfs 



Sir Tam. Stuart DentS. Whitbread 



. Scott 



J. Sco 
SirR. 
T. Smith 
Siri 



C. Sykes 
J. Suttbn 
&. Selwyn 
S. Smith 
Thomas Steele 
M. A. Taylor 



N.W.WraxaU 
Smith J- Wilkes 

P. Yorke 
W. Young 
Sir G. Yonge. 



Tellers. 



And the following voted againft the Plan : 
C, W. CORNWALL, Speaker. 



A. 

iwefley 
.St. Aubyiji 
:§ Adams 
idncotts 
?. Acourt 
Idam 
iflruthef 

B. 
urton 
: Baflett 
L Bofcawen 
Bafiard 
. Bampfylde 
Browne 
ankes 
nd, jun. 
tllpck 



H. Bridgeman 

R. Benyon 

L* E. Bentinck 

Sir H. Bridgeman 

Vifc. Beauchamp 

W.H.Bouveri« 

C. 
W. Colhoun 
J. Crewe 
j.CaU 
Edward Coke 
J. Cleaveland • 
Sir G% .Cooper 
Sir W. Coddringtoq 
P. A. Curzon 
J. Cotts 
H. Cecil 
D. P. Coke 
J. Courtenay 



P.Crefpigny 

E. Cotsford 
H. S. Conway 
W. Conway 

F. Charteris 

Sir W. Cunynghame 

W. Drake, jun. 
J. Dawkins 
Hon. G. Damer 
Vifc. Duncaanon 
P.Delmc 
W. Dickinfon 
C. Dempfter 
Sir Tho. DifQdas 

E.^ 
Hon*Rd.Edgecumbe 
Sir ]• Eden 
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W.Ellis 

Sir J. Erfkine 

W. Evelyn 

ll. Fitzpatrick 
T. Fane 
H. Fane 
IrL Fenton 
P. Francis 
Sir J. Frederick 
Chas. James Fox 
J. Fitzherbcrt 
T. F. Freeman 

E. Foley 

G. 
W. Grinfton 
J. Grigby 
J. B. Garforth 

C. Greville 
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%$ JhlUwlng papers are fo indlfpenfobly requijttefor the eluciJa- 
tUn of various parts of the preceding debatey that we flatter 
murf elves our readers will favourably accept a refpeffful mark 
efattetttioHj which will fave them the trouble of references iri 
mnj other quarter. 

My Lord, fVhitehallj^thjIprilyili^. 

I .HAV E the honour to tranfmit to your Grace a copy . * 
fa circular letter written to the feveral officers named*, 
rho, together with naval officers, have been appointed, by 
be King s command, to compofe a Board for inveftigating, 
nd reporting to His Majefty on the proper fyftem of de- 
duce, and the expediency and efficacy of the plans which 
ave been propofcd for better fecuring His Majefty*s dock 
ards at Portfmouth and Plymouth ; and His Majefty- having 
looght proper to appoint your Grace to be Prelident of the 
kl Board, I am to fignify to you his royal commands, that 
id do hold yourfelf in readinefs for this fervice ; and am to 
quaint your Grace, that His Majefty's inftruSions will be 
ufmitted to you as foon as poffible. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Grace's moft obedient, humble fervant, 

SYDNEY- 
is Grace the Duke of Richmond, , 

&c. &c. &c. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 
(COPY.) 

. My Lord, or Sir, Whitehall, 9th Jprily 1 785. 

HIS Majefty having judged Ft of the utmoft importance, 
lat'the moft effeftual means fhould be provided in time of 
ace, for rendering His Majefty's principal dock yards as fe- 
ire as poffible againft any attempt upon them that may be 
:pe6ied in a future war, plans of permanent works for this 
irpofe,' for Portfmouth and Plymouth, have, by the King's 
•mmands, been laid before His Majefty by the Mafter Ge- 

♦ General Duke of Richmond, General Conway^ Gen. Lord Am^ 
ttt. Gen. Lerd Townflicnd, Lt. Gen. Sir G, Carleton, Lt. Gen; 

• W. Draper, Lt. Gen. Sir W. Howe, Lt. Gen. L. G. Lenox, 
. pep. Sir R. Boyd, Lt. Gen, Burgoyne, Lt. Gen. Earl Percy, Lt. 
so. Earl Cornwallii, Lt. Gen. Sir D. Lindfay, Lt. Gen. Sir C..; 
cy, M. Gen. Pattifon, M. Gen. Cleavfland, M. Gen. Bramham, 

. Gen. Green, M. Gen. Roy, M. Gea, Garth, M* Gca. A* 
mpbelf. 
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neral of the Ordnance. But in a work of fuch magnitude 
and expence, fo neceffarily connected with the general fyftem 
of defence for the kingdom, His Majefty, defirous of having 
the opinion of a Board compofed of land and fea officers of 
experience and abilities, who fhould fully inveftigate the fiib- 
jeft on the fpot, has been pleafed to appoint the o£Eicers be- 
fore mentioned^ with naval officers, who will receive their in- 
ftruftions from the Admiralty, to be members of this Board, 
for inveftigatingand reporting to His Majefty on the proper 
fyftem of defence, and the expediency and efficacy of the pro- 
pofed plans for the better fecuring His Majefty's dock yards 
at Portfroouth and Plymouth. 

And as the objeft of the inquiry peculiarly belongs to the 
office of the Matter General of the Ordnance, His Majefty 
has been pleafed to direft, that the Puke of Richmond Aal! 
be Prefidcnt oT this Board. 

His Grace is to give notice to the members of the time and 
place where they are to aflemble, and is to apjpoint fome in* 
tclligeht officer to aft as Secretary. 

His Majefty, confiding in your zeal and talents for this 
fervice, has been pleafed to appoint you a member of this 
Board ; I am therefore commanded by His Majefty to £k& 
you to hold yourfelf in readinefs for this fervice. 

His Majefty*s inftruftions for your proceedings will be j 
tranfmitted to the Prefident. His Majefty has been pleafed i 
to ciireft, that an allowance of 40s. per day fhall be made to ' 
you, and to each of the land officers, members of this Board, ' 
during the time you fliall be employed on this fervice,. and 
aos. per day to the Secretary ; as likewife an allowance of 2S* 
per mile to each member, and is. 6d. per mile to the Secre- 
tary, for fuch journeys as they may aftually take in cooii> 
cjuence of this order. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

SYDNEY* 

SIR, jidmlrahy Office, l/^thJpril, ^l^S* 

THE King having been pleafed to direfl, that a Board of 

fca and land officers ihould be forthwith appointed (whereat 

tlie Duke of Richmond, Mafter General of the Ordnance^ is 

to prefide) for inveftigating the proper fyftem of defence, 

porting upon the expediency and efficacy of the plans 

have been prepared for the better fecurity or Hit 

* dock, yards at Portfmouth and Plymoot'&^ for 

formation : and the Lords Commiffioners of 

ing iu corvfecj^^wce fudged fit that jop> 
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]ket*y who have been duly apprized of their Lord/hiDS* in- 
tentions heiein, flioHld be leledked for the fea oncers, wftereof 
that part of the Board to be aflembled at Portfmouth, for 
fuch fpecial purpofe, is to be compofed: I am therefore dir 
leAed to iSgnify their Lordfliips' defire, that joii will hold 
yoaiMf in readinefs to attend the Duke of Richmond, and 
other members of the Board, at Portfmouth^ when fo required 
by hit Grace, for the difcuffibn of any maritime pmpodtions 
incidental to this appoinHnent; and to communicate your 
opinions, how hr the fame may appear more or lefs eligible 
to be adopted for the benefit of His Majeiiys fenrice; and 
otherwife to proceed in the premifes as requiitd by the King's 
inftrudions given to the Duke of Richmond^ for His Ma« 
jeftv's information, accordingly. 

Dwt whereas fome previous and more particular infp^ioif 
of the coaft and fhores, to which the inquiries addrdSed to 
you and the other naval officers of the Board relate, may be 
neceflary in the progrefs of your deliberations, you are per* 
initted to take to your affiilance therein fuch Captaiiis of the 

Sard fhips, naval officers, pilots, or other refideht perfons 
vinglcnowledge of the navigation of the ports and parts of 
the adjacent coafts and ihores to be examined, as you ihall 
think proper. 

. After the neceflary inquiries have been terminated at Portf* 
mouth, where your uay will be requifite for carrying on the 
lenrice of the port. Admiral Pigot will be to proceed with 
the Board, as fenior officer in the naval branch, on the flmilar 
Inveftigation of the fyftem of defence propoied for the dock 
yard at Plymouth. 

And I am farther to inform you, that you and the other 
naval officers of the Board will be paid, for your travelling 
charges and fubfiftence, while you are employed on this 
(ervice, fuch allowance, out of the contingencies of the Ord- 
nance, as is to be made, by His Majefty's commands, to th^ 
relpe<^ve officers of his land forces, nominated for the fame 
occafion. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moil obedient, humble fervant> 
PHp. STEPHENS. 

N. B. Admirals Montagu and Pigot being excufed froni 
the above fervice, on account of their indifpofitionj Vice Ad<>^ 
miral Barrington was dire<fted to proceed upon it in their 
ftead^ as fenior officer in the naval branch* 

* Admiral Pigot, V. Ad. Barrington, iR. Adi tord Hood> Cap* 
taint Hotham, Sir J. Jarvis> Bowyer, Macbride, Sir A^ Hammond^ 
IfBlci Inttrell. 
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I N S T R U G T I Q N S, 

GEORGE R. 

Inllruj^^iptl? for opr right trufty and right efitfifiT ^^fiff^ 
coufin f|{)d counfellor Charles Ppke of Richp|ei|4y imfOf 
and AQbigny, Mafter Geperal of o^r Qi4i|9fiett wbeoi 
we bf^ye ti][f)ught fit Aii^H tie Pref^dent of ^ OWd ^ 
Land an4 Sea Officers, appointed under f^iir foj%\ a\)1^ ' 
ritjrj. to inveftigate, and refiqft to us on the pFQp^r fyftpw 
of. def^if^^e, and on the expediency and efic^^ of t^9 
j>Toppred pl^ns for better fepuring our dpp]^ yarjs 9t FoTtf^ 
fliouth an^ Piymou^h. Gjiven at .o\ir. Co^rt ^t 8^ 
James's, the thirteenth day of April 1785s in ll^ twepty- 
^fth year of our reign. 

. UPON the receipt of thefe in^ruAion?, ypu are to 
give noticcto'the members named ii^ the indofea lift, ^the 
day on which they are to aflem^Ie at P6rtiinOiUth> i^nd fix 
the hour and place where they are to xoee^. 

As foon as feveh of our faid land o£E^:erj5, apd five of our 
f^id fea officers are ailembled, they a,re| to proceed to bii^e(% 
and to adjourn from time to time as they fhaU fee occ^fioiu 
- Yqu are to appoint fome intelligept o;P[icer to aft as fe^ 
dretary, who is regularly to enter in a book the proceedings 
b£ the Board. 

' ' In cafe of difference of opinion> the reafon* for foch dif- 
ference are to be ftated, either jointly or f^parately, and arc 
to be figned by each member prefentJ 

The matters treated of, and the opinion of thp num- 
bers, are not to be divulged without; our ^oyaf Mrm^ffion. 

As the inquiries neceffiiry to be inadej^ to. enable the - 
Board to give a well-raformed opmion on tjhia important 
fubjed, mtift branch out into a variety of flatter, we Have 
direfte^ that they fhould be ari*AngjBd, under i^arate. tieads ; 
which have been accordingly prepared for this purpof^ and 
are hereunto annexed. On thefe the Boar4 are to report 
their opinion, to us. 

Under each head is a/lded a fet of more minute and de- 
tailed queftions and obfervations. The ahfwers which the 
Board wiH give t;o them, will fon». thft hafi^.^f 'th^jjwore 
general coaclufipns, Thqfe qui^ftions, iKit^ tt^e.anhf4RW4>. ^ 
well ^s. thefe iufti;u<S::iQas, tjh^ fpj^arate bea^s, a^.^ Re- 
port, are to be enteri^d-. in..^ b^Qkj, QQixt.ainipg. the* prTCef^ 
Ings of the Board ; which are alfo to be laid before us, that 
ff€ may be able at any. time to ixifer. to the .gtaiiiid9 on 

lich their opinions have been formed. 

If any other matter not cotvt^Atv^d \m&v thofe head» or 

pdip^Sp Ihpuld occur, m.^ ;xw^^i Xo ^^ ^^\\a>9k^^ 
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iBore light on this fubjef^i they will add it to tlieir Report^ 
with jnj farther otfervations they may think proper to > 

fuhmit to pur confidetation. 

jTkb firft part of the fabje^ referred to the inye/iigatiori 
<^ the Board 1S9 in general terms, tlie proper fyfiem of de* 
fence for Portfmouth and Plymouth; which will naturally 
lead them jto, confidery whether a fyf{em of naval defence 
alone; a fyftem of land ^^fence, from troops alone; or a 
nrjttemof naval and land defence combined, can be relied on 
'm the ptoteotion of the dock yards of Portfmouth and 
Hymoothjl or whether fortifications areneceflary: if they 
are^ tJie fecond part of the fubjedl referred to this Board,, 
¥iife &e ^tj^ediehcy and eflS'cacy of the propofetf plans, wrll 
ifiAct Mqui^ their att^tion. 

• Birt helbre.they can agree oh any fyfteniof defence, it 
HfiSii be neifceflary for them t!o agi*ee on the nature and eix- 
itetif ^ the artafck againft which it is to be Calculated, afid 
on the* citcudiftances to which the kingdbita^ rtay be rediiced 
by the events of war, when called upon to^ defend its dock 
yards. 

Not38,r^Then follow fix data, ftating circun^ftances th^ 
may prev^t the fleet frotri affording eflfeftual proteiliour * 
to lh(fr dtafck yards, the force of the eneniy againft which* 
(t notf fad ^dent to guard, the number aiid fort of 
trboptf th<K rtay be had for the defence of thefe places, 
ai;^ t!hc time it may reqilire to colle6t the ftrength of 
the country from other parts of the king4om* Thefe 
■ fix d'ata-are omitted, becaufe the matter tn^y contain ii 
not proper to be divulged", and becaufe the Boald eftar 
blifhe^ two new data in place of the tw6 fifft,- ^4 con^ 
fiderabiy varied two of th^ others.) 

The Board will Vary or add to thefe data as' thfey flUall 
fee occafipn. ' 

Thehe^^ds atid'queftions tinder them'vrtfl befte^plitin the 
manner in wtiich rfie Bbat'd is to proceed m applying thefe 
data. 

We have ordered that fuch naval affiffeitic'e' as may be 

wantM atth6 Ports flialj be"' given; and that fuch erlgineers 

and artillery ofScerp as the Board may wifH to examine, 

jhall attend them; they will alio have the proper plans 

and furveys laid before them. 

It will be neceflhry for thp naval bflScers* t^'e^fatnine the 
(hdres, as well as ft>r the land officers to ftudy th6 country, 
-wjhich ml|ft undoubtedly take up time; but we hope that 
the- Board will be able to make their Rr^tt by the firft 
iare<Sk in JmPr 
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neral Bnrgoyne and £ati Percy, is m fubftance conUsiej 
in their provifo, under another head herein-after fhtted ^ 
full length; but the particular reafons contained in the ^£* 
feat of Lieutenant-general g Burgoyne and Earl Percy, aie 
£ot the fame reafon omitted. ^ 

The fifth datum, agreed to unanimoudy by the land 
officers^ afcertaining the time that it may recjuire before the 
6reiigth of the country can be colleS^ from other parts 0^ 
the kii^dom in fuch force as to defeat (uch an attempt at it 
fuppof<^ is for the lame reafon omitted. 

Yovr Majefty'& Land Officers at Portfmouth and Pty*» 
mouth are unanimoufly of opinion^ that foch is the fifqa-* 
ti6n of the prefent Works, that no finifhing, repairs^ or im- 
provementS) without additional woFk^,^ can^ under iiiB m^ 
cumftances of the data^ a£Ford tiat degree of fecur ity to th* 
dock yards, — (for the time mentioned in the precemag ^ 
tum) as may enable Your Majefty to employ your whole 
fleet, if iiccefliry, on fbreign fervice. ^ 

Note.'^All the details relative to tfaie infufficiency of tbe 
prefent fortifications^ unanimbufly ^reed td by thb tmi 
Officers, afe omitted. 

Your Majefty's Land Officersr bodi at Porffniouth asl 
Plymouth, afe unanimOufly of opiqfpny that a' fytiem of de^ 
tached forts is the moft proper for the purpolo of pPoteS- 
ing the dock yUr49* 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, both at Portfmouth and 
Plymouth, are unanirtioufly of opinion, that thelyfknrcrf 
detached works, as propofed, has, in the extenfiVe fituations 
of Portfmouth and Plymoutb> this advantage^ that the* fe- 
curity to be derived tlierefroni will not be - wholly d6laye4 
till the whole of the propofed plan is exe^ted^ b\^t an^ad-r 
ditional degree of fttength will be acquired as the detached 
works are progrefllvely finished. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, both at Portfmouth "and 
Plymouth, are unanimoufly. of opinion, that the fituations 
of the feveral places therein Ipecified, are well chofen for 
detached works. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Portfmouth and Ply- 
mouth, are unanimoufly of opinion, that the new works 
propofed are well adapted to thofe fituations. 

Note, — The detail of the peculiar advantages of tliefe 
works, unanimoufly agreed to by the Land Officers> is 
omitted. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Plymouth art unanl-r 

moufly of opinion, that the diftance of the fituation pxo- 

pofed, in lieu o£ Mexu&di^^^^^ ^^ ^^^V^ ^^^rs too 
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gjneat for /the circumftances of the data; and would^ if for- 
tified, require a greater garrifon and greater expence, and 
weiild not afford the fame fecurity to the dock yard as Mer* 
rifield, and therefore the land officers muft give the prefe* 
zence to Merrifield. 

Your Majefty*s Land Officers at Portfmouth are una* 
nimouflv of opinion, that the propofed finifhing for works 
already begun, the improvements to old ones, and the plan 
for re-building South-Sea Caftle, will, together with th^ 
new works propofed, give a reafonable degree of fecurity for 
Your Majefty*s dock yard at Portfmouth, for the time and 
under the circumftances of the data, with a garrifon of the 
numbers before fpecified (regulars and militia) which l!he 
land officers are of opinion is fufficient for its defence;, 
whereas the prefent works, even when repaired, finiihed^- 
and improved, would require a larger force for their defence 
with which they would ftill be ineffeftual for the puvpofi^ <^ 
lecuring this dock yard, 

"■ Your Majefty's Land Officers at Plymouth are unanir- 
lAOufly of opinion, that a garrifon— (of the numbers befinro 
fpecified, regulars and militia) appears fufficient if the pro*^ 
pofed new works and repair of old ones are executed ; and 
that for the prefent works even when repaired, a much larger' 
, garrifon would be ineffe£tual for the purpofe of fecuring 
this dock yard. 

Your Majefty'sLand Officers having taken into confidera- 
tion the whole fituation of Plymouth, are unanimoufly of 
opinion, that the propofed new works, in addition to the 
old ones, yrhtri properly repaired, as fuggefted in our pro- 
. ceedings, (with a garrifon of the numbers before fpecified^ 
regulars and militia) will give a reafonable degree of fecu- 
rity for Your Majefty*s dock yard at Plymouth for the time . x 
and under the circumftances of the data. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, as far as they were re- 
fpedKvely concerned at Portfmouth or Plymouth^ do re-- 
port tb the Committee of Engineers at the Tower, which 
they have unanimoufly agreed to adopt, it appears, that the 
expence of the woi*,s propofed for lecuring Your Ma- 
jefty*s dpck yaj;ds at "portfmouth and Plymouth, will be as 
follows-: 

If^tif. '^^'^hla fAV^ h^s been 2|lready delivered to th« 
Houfe. 

Your Majeft^i ipihTiiKoas under the 2^d head, hav- 
ing; required, what improvements or alterations, orwhatt 
otfte* ^^m of cteftnco the Boar4 wo\dd f\vggifc> ^Jtw<i>w««\\s' 
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neral Bnrgoyne and Earl Percy, is m fubftance contained 
in their provtfoy under another head faereln^after fhtted at 
full length; but the particular reafons contame^ in the S£^ 
{eat of Lieutenant-general g Burgoyne and Earl Percy, aie 
£ot the {ame reafon omitted. ^ 

The fifth datum, agreed to unanimoudy by the land 

JffiiGerSy afcertaining the time that it may recjuire before the 
:reiigth of the country can be colle&ed from other parts 0^ 
the ku^dom in fuch force as to defeat (uch an attempt it is 
iiippofed^ is for the fame reafon omitted. 

Yo^r Majefty'& Land Officers at Portfmouth and Ply^ 
mouth are unanimoufly of opinion^ that foch is the fito^" 
tion of the prefent Works, that no finifhing, repair^- or im- 
prov^ementS) without additional works^ can^ under iiiB m^ 
cumftances of the data^ afibrd diat degree of fecnr ity to th» 
dock yards, — (for the time mentioned in thi^ prececuag ^ 
turn) as may enable Your Majefty to employ your. whok 
fleet, if ilcceflary, on fbreign fefvice. ^ 

JVo/^.— -All the details relative to the infufficiency of. tbe 
prefent fortifications^ unanhnbufly skgreed to by thb Laud 
Ofllicers, afe omitted. 

Your Majefty's Land Officersr bocbat Portfinouth aol 
Plymouth, afe unanimOufly of opii>ipny that a* fytism^f de^ 
f ached forts is the moft proper fo|r the purpoio of pmteS- 
ing the dock yard9* 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, both at Pbrtfmonth and 
Plymouth, are unanirtioufly of opinion, that thelyftcnrdf 
detached works, as propofed, has, in the extenfiVe fituations 
of Portfmouth and Plymoutb> this advantage^^ th^t the* fe- 
curity to be derived tliepefroni will not be * wholly delaye4 
till the whole of the propofed plan is executed^ b\)t an'ad-r 
ditional degree of fttength will be acquired as the detached 
works are progreffively finished. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, both at Portfmooth and 
Plymouth, are unanimoufly. of opinion, that the fituations 
of the feveral places therein Ipecified, are well chofen for 
detached works. 

Your Majefty*s Land Officers at Portfmouth and Ply- 
mouth, are unanimoufly of opinion, that the new works 
propofed are well adapted to thofe fituations. 

Note, — The detail of the peculiar advantages of tliefe 
works, unanimoufly agreed to by the Land Officers^ is 
omitted. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Plymouth art unani- 
moufly of opinion, that the diftance of the situation prof* 
pofed, in lieu of Mexu&di^iic^ v^v& &^Vy ^^^^r$ too 
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gjneat for /the circumftances of the data; and would^ if for- 
tifiedy require a greater garrifon and greater expence, and 
weuid not afford the fame fecurity to the dock yard as Mer* 
rifield, and therefore the land officers muft give the prefe* 
seace to Merrifield. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Portfmouth are una* 
nimouflv of opinion, that the propofed finifhing for works 
afae^y begun, the improvements to old ones, and the plan 
for re-building South-Sea Caftle, will, together with th^ 
new works propofed, give a reafonable degree of fecurity for 
Yojir Majefty's dock yard at Portfmouth, for the time and 
under the circumftances of the data, with a garrifon of the 
numbers before fpecified (regulars and militia) which l!he 
land officers are of opinion is fufficient for its defence;, 
whereas the prefent works, even when repaired, finifhed;- 
and improved, would require a larger force for their defence 
with which they would ftill be inefie<9iial for die purpofi? rf 
iecuring this dock yard. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Plymouth are unanir* 
i{BOufly of opinion, that a garrifon— (of the numbers befini^ 
fpecified, regulars and mifitia) appears fufficient if the pro- 
IM>fed new works and repair of old ones are executed ; and 
that for the prefent works even when repaired, a much larger' 
, ^rrifon would be ineffe£tual for the purpofe of fecuring 
this dock yard. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers having taken into confidera- 
tion the whole fituation of Plymouth, are unanimoufly of 
opinion, that the propofed new works, in addition to the 
old ones, >vhen properly repaired, as fuggefted in our pro- 
. ceedings, (with a garrifon of the numbers before fpecified^ 
regulars and militia) will give a reafonable degree of fecu- 
rity for Your Majefty's dock yard at Plymouth for the time . , 
and under the circumftances of the data. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, as far as they were re- 
fpedKvely concerned at Portfmouth or Plymouth, do re-- 
port to the Committee of Engineers at the Tower, which 
they have unanimoufly agreed to adopt, it appears, that the 
expence of the wotiks propofed for fecuring Your Ma- 
jefty's dpck yaj;ds at Portfmouth and Hymoutn, will be as 
follows-: 

lif^tf.''^,'^h\$' f^a^s^ has been 2|lready delivered to th« 
Houfe. 

Yovir Majeft^i i|ifhni6Hons under the 2^d head, hav- 
ing; required, what improvements or alterations, orwhatt 
otne* ^hfcm of cteftnco the Board would f\isgift> ^iw<i>woeccto 
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moui opinion of Your Majefty's Sea Officers is, that — (a cer- 
tain number therein fpecified) of gun boats at Portfmoath 
and Plymouth, will form a great arm of defence againft aa 
invading enemy. 

And Your Majefty's Land Officers entirely concur in this 
opinion with the Sea Officers, confidering thefe gun boats as 
a great improvement in the defence of thofe places. 

Your Majefty's Land and Sea Officers beg leave to re- 
commend a fet of fignals to be eftabliihed on the projet^ing 
head lands — (of certain parts of the coafts therein (pecified) 
with intelligent mariners to make them, as of eflential ad- 
vantage in conveying early intelligence of the approach of 
an enemy, and for the protection of commerce. 

Your Majefty's Land and Sea Officers unanimoufly re- 
commend — (an improvement in the fupply of frefli watepat 
Plymouth, if to be had at a reafonable expence). 

The Board has no other improvement^ or odier fyftem 
of defence, to fuggeft to Your Majefty. 

Laftly, Your Majefty*s Land and Sea Officers humbly 
beg leave to obferve, that they make this Report to Your 
Majefty, in full confidence, that the providing an additional 
fecurity to the dock yards at Portfmouth and Plymouth is 
in no refpedt inconfiftent with the heceflary exertions 
for the fupport of the navy; which they conuder as the 
firft objedl of attention for the fafety and profperity of the 
kingdom* 

(Signed) 
Richmond, Lenox, and Aubigny, 
Sam. Barrington, Tho. Gitivcs, 

Guy Carleton, Hood, 

Will. Howe, James Bramham, 

Geo. H. Lenox^ William Greea, 

John Burgoyne, William Roy, 

Percy, Geo. Garth, 

Cornwallis, William Hotham, 

David Lindfay, John Machride^ 

Mark Millbanke, J^hn Jarvis, 

Charles Grev, Geo. Sowyex^ 

James Pattiion, A. Snape Hammond^ 

Sam. Cleaveland, James LuttrelL 

Captain Macbride entered the following objeflion to tho 

third datum, on the fubjedl of the enemy^s force againft 

the Board thought it neceflary to provide. 

2 to this datum, becaufe it is founded upon a caku- 

:' a. large imaginary force. My idea of a defcent 

to the probability of an aimament that msj poffi« 

blT 
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Wy confift oF— (a certain force which he fpecifies) which I 
tiiink fu£Scient to provide againft. ^ 

■ To the qbeftioDj What improvements or alterations, or 
\?hat other fyftem of defence the Board w6uld fuggeft ? 

Lieutenant-general Burgoyhe, and Earl Percy, Vice- 
admiral Millbankej ahd Major-general Grcenj ftated, that 
they h^ none to fuggeft \jnder the circuhiftances of the 
dataw , 

Rear-ldmirai GraVes ftated^ that hb had liohe to fuggeft 
Under the excefs of the data. 

■ Vice-iadniiral Harrington, Rieai^-idihiral Lbrd lf66d,Cap^ 
tain's Hotham, Bowyer, Sir Andrew Snape Hammbiidj and 
the hbhoiiratle James Luttrell, ftated, that they thought 
it mot6 iproperly belonged to the Land Officer^ of this 
Board, than to them, as the niinutfes of their proceedings 
Will fliew, to enter into any fyftfem t>f defence or forti- 
fications, except fuch parts as are intended for ^ defence 
againft (hips of war> arid the propofals they have offered for 
]griin boats; * - ... 

Captain Macbride ftatWcl, that he had rto farther iihprov6t 
Itaents to fuggeft^ but entered his objeftions to the propbfed 
fyftem of defence. 

, Note — Captain Macfirid?s objections Ar6 oihittbd, becaufe 
they contain detailed descriptions of the cpaft^iroadfteads, 
currents, tides, and bottbhis, and anchorage, by no 
hieans proper to be divulged* Captain Macoride con- 
cludes his ohjedtions with thefe words : 
t am therefore of opinion that no new works are it pre^ 
fcnt neceflary to be erc(Sted at Plymouth, 

(Signed) Johii Macbride. 

- On the Board having declared it to be thcif tmanimous 
opinion, that no member is precluded, by the dita agreW td 
by the Board, from fuggefting any other fyftem of defence, 
on thofe or any other data, for the confideration of the Boards 
in anfwer to die queftioh contained in thfe 23d head under 
His Majefty's inftruftions ; 

The following, provifo was adde<it 

But we do not think ourfelves J^equired, as individuals, by 
.His Majefty's inftruftions, or arty qUeftions under them, to 
produce any other fyfteiii, or other data* 

(Signed) 
is, BirriAgton> Will. Grfieh, 

L Btirgoynej Will. Hothani > ■ 

rercy, John Jarvisj 

M. Millbanke, Geo. Bowyen 

V • Tho* Graves, 
-Vol. XIX. li ^<t^x- 
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^OPY of an Eiftimate of the expence of fortifying HisM;^-» 
jefty's Dock Yards at Portfmouth and Plvmoujth, by the 
Coftimittee of Engineers at the Tower; annexed to the 
P^eport made to His Majefty by the Board of Land and 
I Sea Officers, appointed, under His Majefty's Royal au- 

thority, to ipveftigate and report to His Majeipiy onthe 
proper fyftem of oefence, and on the expediency and effi- 
cacy of the propofed plans for better fecuring lijs Majefty^ 
dock yards at Portfmoujh an4 Plymouth. 

For erefting ne^w works on Portfea Ifi^d. 
For fix brick towers on the beach, between Cumberl^ 
Fort, and South-Sea Caftle, 33001. 

For a pentagonal fort at Hilfea lines, 9^,381!. iOs» 

Tor two redoubts at Hilfea lines, 264pl.' 

Total for new works on Portfea iflandsi'* 101,32 iL lOs.' 

For the purchafe of land on Portfea ifl;^id. 
For the fuppofed value pf l^d to be pprchafed for th^ 
; fort at Hilfea lines, 26001. 

Total for new works, iqclp4ing t^ purchafe of land 00^ 
Pprtfeaifland, 103,921!. los. 

Fpr ere£Ung new works on the Gofport fide. 

Fpr a ppnt^ofial fort propofed at Stokes bay, 135,9701. 
13s. I id, 

For a pentagonal fort propofed near Frater lake, 1 1 T^2'jih 
ns. 6d. 

Total for the new works on the GiDfport fide, 247,249!. 
is. 7^. 

For the purchafe of land on ^he Gofport fide. 

For the value of the land at Stokes bay and Fort Mondpr 
ton, as fet by the jury, ji,747l. i6s. 7|d. 

For the fuppofed value of land to be purchafed for the 
fort near Frater lake, io,oool. 

For the purchafe of land atGpfport, 21,747!. i6s. 7jd. 

Total for new works including the purchafe of }aqd a| 
PoTtfmOnth, 372,9181. I2s. 2jd. 

For erefting new works on the Plymouth divifion. 

For this propofed pentagonal fort on the heights of Maker, . 
including advanced works, 119,588!. 5s. 5d.' 

For the propofed pentagonal fort on the heights of Mer-? 
ryfield, 101,964!, 

Total for new works in the Plypriopth diviftopi 221,552!, 

For the purchafe pf land in the Plymouth divifion. 
For the value of land for the fort on th^ heights of Makpr| 
/^s fet by the jury^ I3>945^* 1§. H> 
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<7ourtb datum, can be fpared for the defence of Porriiooath, 
CoalSlxpntly with the general defence of the kingdom. 

(Signed) 

J. Burgoyne, 
rcicy. 

To¥rtiich provifo the reft of the Land Officers, members 
.ftf this Board, think it their duty to add : 

That we the under written humbly defire that it may be 
underftood by Your Majefty, that we never entertained 
an idea that any expence to be incurred Tnould exceed fuch 
Ipias as the State (cpuld afford for thefe purpofes, as -we 
apprehend was fully ftated in our fecond datum ; or that wc 
meant^to recommend works requiring a greater number of 
troops to defend than could be fpared for the defence of 
Portfmouth, cottfiftently with the general defence of the 
kingdom. 

On tile contrary, the Works we recommend appear to u$ 
%o be calculated upon the mofl ceconomical principles, and 
to require the fmalleft number of troops poffible to anfwet 
i!be purpofe of effe<9ually fecuring Your Majefty's doct 
yards at Portfmouth and Plymouth. We conceive that fuch 
numbers can be fpared for this purpofe; we confider fuch 
jMfx>te£tion to be an eiTential obje£l for the (afety of the State, 
and intimately connefted with the general defence of the 
kii^dom ; but we do not confider it to he oi|r province mi- 
nutely to enter into a confideration of the abilities 6f tte 
fifi^C^ to provide the nece^ry fupplies for this purpofe. • 

(Signed) 

Richmond, Lenox, and Aubigny, 

Guy Carleton, James Pattifon, ^ 

William Howe, Sam. Cleayeland, 

Geo. H. Lenox, James Bramhamt 

CornwalliS) William Green, 

David LIndfay, William Roy, 

Charles Grey, Qeorge G^rthi 

R I C H M O N D, &c. 
Prefident of the Bo^rd of 
ia^Xld and Sea Officers^ &c. 
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pOPY of an Eiftimate of the expence of fortifying HisM^-» 
jefty's Dock Yards at Portfcftouth and Plvmqujth, by the 
Coftimittee of Engineers at the Tower; annexed to the 
Jleport made to His Majefty by the Board of Land and 
I Sea Officers, appointed, under His Majefty's Royal au- 

thority, to inveftiffate and report to His Majeipfy on thee 
proper fyftem of oefence, and on the expediency and eflS- 
cacy of the propofed plans for better fecuring His Majefty^ 
dock yards at rortfmou^h and Plymouth. " . / 

For erefting new works on Portfea Ifland. 
For fix brick towers on the beach, between Cumberland 
Fort, and South-Sea Caftle, 3300L 

For a pentagonal fort at Hilfea line^ 9^,38 jL lOs. 

Tor two redoubts at Hilfea lines, 26401.' 

Total for new works on Portfea iflanclsV*iO|,32iL lOS.' 

For the purchafe of land on Portfea ifl^^. 

For the fuppofed value pf land to be pprchafed for th^ 
fort at Hilfea lines, 26001. 

Total for new works, iqclp4ing t^ pnrchafeof laDdoo- 
Pprtfca ifland, 103,92 iL |OS. 

Fpr ere£ting new works on the Gofport fide. 

Fpr a ppnt^onal fort propofed at Stokes bay, 1359970L 
13s. I id. 

For a pentagonal fort propofed near Frater lake, 1 1 r](2781^ 
ns. 6d. 

Total for the new works on the Gi^fport fide, 24792491. 
is. ^^. ' 

For the purchafe of land on ^he Gofport fide. 

For the value of the land at Stokes bay and Fort Mpnclp^ 
ton, as fet by the jury, j 1,7471. i6s. 7|d. 

For the fuppofed value 0/ land to be purchafed for the 
fort near Frater lake, io,oool. 

For the purchafe of land at Gpfport, 21,7471. 1 6s. 7|d. 

Total for new works including the purchafe of Jaijd ^ 
Portfmonth, 372,9181. I2s. 2jd. 

For erefting new works on the Plymouth divifion. 

For thp propofed pentagonal fort on the heights of Maker, . 
including advanced works, 119,588!. ;5s.5d.' 

For the propofed pentagonal fort on the heights of Mer-? 
ryfield, 101,964], 

Total for new works in the Plyprio^ith diviftopi 22i,552lf 

For the purchafe of land in the Plymouth divifion. 
For the value of land for tlie fort on the heights pf M^P^^ 
fiskt b/ the jury^ }im^- 1^^ ^^ 
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For the fuppofed value of the land for the fort on the 
lieights of lyierryfield, 14,000!. 

.Total for the purchafe of land in the Plymouth diviflon, 

a7,945l* 7«? 6^* . . 

Total for new works including the purchafe of land for 
Plymouth, 2.39,4971, I2s, iid. 

For the repair and improvement of the old works on Port- 
fea ifland. 

For Cumberland fort, with the additional alterations now 
propofed, 34441* 17s. 

For the repair and improvement of Lumps battery, 1971I. 
19s. 7d. 
For ditto— ;-pf Eaftney battery, 323^1.05. 7d. 

For the repair of the old works round the town of Portf-* 
poqth, 10,7151. 13s, 9d. 

For completing the works round Portfuiouth Common on 
^he reduced plan, 26,929U 178. o|d» 

For taking down South- Sea Caftle and building a fquare 
fedoubt in lieu thereof, io,o8oI. 8s. 

Total for old works on Portfea ifland, !B7,379l. 15s, 6jd, 

For the repair and improvement of the old works on the 
Gpfport fide. 
For repairs and additions to Block-honfe fort, 10541. 19$. 
"For cofmpleting Fort IVIohckton, 32,4571. i2S. 3id. 
For completing the Jiines at Wpvill and Priddy's Hard, 
P248J. 3s. 

Total for old works on the Gofport (ide, 41,760!. 14s. ^Idf 
Total for old works at Portfmouth, 129,1401. 9s. io|d. 

For the repair an4 ijnppovjement of the old works at 
Plymouth. 

Forreveting the Noftb Glo^ler and Sepond Pevpn re- 
(doubts, 5748I. 1 2$. 

For repairing the citadel, 1955U 3s? il|d. 

For repairing the battery on the Haut, 3I. 9s. lodf 

For 4itto Eaftern King, 4I. 8s. 4d, 

For ditto Weftern King, 4!. 3s, 

For ditto Paflage Point, 2I. 8s. 

For repairing the works on St. Nicholas ifland, i lol. os. 7d. 

For repairing the lines rqun4 Plymouth-dock town, 094!. 
^5. 9d. 

Jpts^lfpf oJ4 works at Plymouth, 8522I. 7s. 5{d. 

IIJCHIVJOND, &C, 
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neral Bnrgoyne and £ati Percy, is m fubftance conUioed 
in their provifo^ undei another head hercm-after fhtted at 
^lU length; but the particular reafons contained in the S£^ 
fent of Lieutenant-general 8^ Burgoyne and Earl Percy,^ are 
iot the fame reafon omitted. ♦a 

The fifth datum, agreed to unanimoufly by the. Und 

Jfficersy afcertaining the time that it may recjuire before the 
;reiigth of the country can be colle&ed firom other parts ot 
the kingdom in fuch force as to defeat (uch an attempt at it 
iiippofed^ is for the lame reafon omitted. 

Yo^r Majefly'& Land Officers at Portfmouth and Ply<> 
mouth are unanlmoufly of opinion, that fiich is thie fiCua" 
ti6n of the prefent WcH-ks, that no i^nilhing, repairs^ xmt im- 
provementS) without additional worksy can^ under tie m^ 
cumftances of the data^ afford diat degree of fecnr ity to th» 
dock yards, — (for the time mentioned kk the precedtag ^ 
turn) as may enable Your Majefty to employ your. whok 
fleet, if ilcccffalry, on fbreign fefvrce. ^ 

JVo/^.— All the details relative to the infufficiency pf , the 
prefent fortifications^ unanhsK^ufly ^teed t6 by thb* Laud 
Offib^rs, afe onlitted. 

Your Majefty's Land Officersr beck at Periifaioulh mI 
Plymouth, afe itnanimOufly of opii^pn, ths^ z'fyfiem 6f de- 
tached forts* is the moil proper fo|r the purpoid of pi^oteS- 
ing the dock ytard^* 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, both at Portfmouth and 
Plymouth, are unanirtioufly of opinion, that thefyftcnrdf 
/ detached works, as propofed, has, in the exteniiVe fituations 
of Portfmouth and Plymouth, this advantagei* th^t the fe- 
curity to be derived tnerefroni will not be • wholly delaye4 
till the whole of the propofed plan is executed, b\|t an^ad-r 
ditional degree of fti'engtii will be acquired as the detached 
V^orks are progreffively finished. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, both at Portfmouth and 
Plymouth, are unanimously, of opinion, that the fituations 
of the feveral places therein Ipecified, are well chofen for 
detached works. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Portfmouth atad Ply- 
mouth, are unanlmoufly of opinion, that the neW wotkt 
jpropofed are well adapted to thofe fituations. 

Note^ — The detail of the peculiar advantages of tliefe 
works, unanimoufly agreed to by the Land Officers^ is 
omitted. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Plymouth art unanl- 
moufly of opinion, that the diftance of the fituation pio* 
Qofed, in lieu of Mexu&^li^ (les^ x.Vv& d<dck^. apj^rt too 
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gteat for Xht circumftances of the data; and would^ if for- 
tified, require a greater garrifon and greater expence, and 
would not afford the fame fecurity to the dock yard as Mer* 
lifield, and therefore the land officers muft give the prefe* 
zence to Marifield. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers at Portfmouth are una* 
nimouflv of opinion, that the propofed finifhing for worlci 
aho^dy begun, the improvements to old ones, and the plan 
for re-buildbg South-Sea Caftle, will, together with th^ 
new works propofed, give a reafonable degree of fecurity for 
Your Majefty's dock yard at Portfmouth, for the time and 
mider the circumftances of the data, with a garrifon of the . 
numbers before fpecified (regulars and militia) which l!he 
laind officers are of opinion is fufficlent for its defence;, 
whereas the prefent works, even when repaired, fiuiihed;- 
and improved, would require a larger force for their defence 
with which they would ftill be ineffi»9iial for die puvpofi^i^ 
iecuring this dock yard. 

^ Your Majefty's Land Officers at Plymouth are unanir* 
lAOufly of opinion, that a garrifon — (of the numbers btbtt 
fpecified, regulars and mifitia) appears fufficient if the pro- 
pofed new works and repair of old ones are executed ; and 
that for the prefent works even when repaired, a much larger' 
, garrifon would be ineftedtual for the purpofe of fecuring 
this dock yard. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers having taken into confidera- 
tion the whole fituation of Plymouth, are unanim.oufly of 
opinion, that the propofed new works, in addition to the 
old ones, ^hen properly repaired, as fuggefted in our pro- 
. ceedings, (with a garrifon of the numbers before fpecified, 
regulars and militia) will give a reafonable degree of fecu- 
rity for Your Majefty's dock yard at Plymouth fi>r the time - v 
and under the circumftances of the data. 

Your Majefty's Land Officers, as far as they were re- 
fpeAively concerned at Portfmouth or Plymouth, do re- - 
port t6 the Committee of Engineers at the Tower, which 
they have unanimoufly agreed to adopt, it appears, that the 
expence of the woiis propofed for fecuring Your Ma- 
jefty's dpck yaj;ds at Portfmouth and Plymouth, will be as 
follows*: 

Jif^.'rTt'^hi^' fAlglV bfts been silready delivered to th« 
Houfe. 

Yovir Majeft^i ipftruftlons under the 2^d head, hav- 
ing; required, what improvements or alterations, orwhatt 
otner ^Ukm of deRnco the Boar4 would fiigscft> ths mtsocvv? 
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heavy expence to no manner of purpofe. He faw in his lift 
a great number of frigates and fmall fhips fet down to be re- 
paired. The repairs of one were eftiniated at eleven thou- 
fand pounds, and of another at fifteen thoufand. It would 
be much better to Jet them fall to pieces, put a few more 
thoufands to eachfum, and build good 74 gun fliip$ in tbeir 
place. How much fuperior was the merit of 74 gun ihips 
over fmaller fized veflels. He verily believed, that if the 
number of our fliips were reduced one third, the navy of 
England would prove one third the ftron^jer. But for the 
fake of increafing the patronage of the Minifter, or of the 
Admiralty, the lift of fhips, and confequently of captains, 
was unneceffarily fwelled to an enormous amount. He had 
/, heard that an officer (Commodore Johnftone) who had ra- 
pidly rifen to high command, declared in thatHoufe, (before 
lie had the honour to liave a feat there) that a 60 gun fhip 
and a frigate, or two or three frigates together, were ane^ui 
match for a French 74, or an 80 gun fhip. He was aflo- 
nifhed that no feaman, a member of that Houie^ had given 
him an anfwer at the time. If that honourable gentlemaoy 
who might now more properly be ftiled an honourable Di- 
reflor than a Commodore, fhould ever again advance fuch ^ 
dodlrine, and he fhould be prefent, he would affure the Houfe 
that the honourable gentleman fhould not go without an an- 
fwer. According to that honourable gentleman's dodlrine, 
by the paper in his hand, he could make our matches for a 
fmalf fleet of French 74 gun fhips, by oppofing fmall fhips 
and frigates to them; but, agreeably to his own opinion, and 
he beheved that moft of his brother officers, who had feen 
much fervice, a very few French 74 gun fhips would blow 
the whole lift out of the water. He wifhed that the ho- 
nourable Direftor had been prefent to hear what he thought 
and faid upon the fubjedt. That honourable gentleman had, 
however, been fince favoured with an opportunity of re- 
ducing his theory to pradlice in Port Praya Bay, and there- 
fore he would fay no more upon the fubjeft. The Captain 
then returned to his argument, to prove the folly of putting 
the nation to a heavy charge for repairing fuch fhips as the 
lift in his hand contained. There were among them feveral 
fhips, known as bad fhips, and not worth repairing. H# in- 
ftanced the Afla and Solitaire, and faid, that if a war fhould 
take place, thofe fliips and feveral others would be fouqd to 
be of very little fervice. To what purpofe was it then to 
repair, fuch fhips as would endanger the lives of .the oflBcers 
and fcamen, many hundreds of whom had been facrificeddu- 
ring the courfe of the Lift war, by being fent to lea in bad 
Alps? Another ihipg agaiaft our navjf was, that the French 

14 gun 
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74 gun (hips were 2000 tons burden, while our 74s had been 
reiduced to 1600 tons. If the Admiralty would build 74 
gun fhlp's equal to thofe of the French, he was perfuaded 
that the officers and men would do their duty, and the coun- 
try would be well ferved. In a 64 gun fhip the Commander 
who met a 74 was well off if he efcaped capture. He par- 
ticularly inftanced the benefit of failing with the lower tier 
put, and faid, he faw an honourable friend of his whom he 
had often .paffed and envied laft war, in confequence of ob- 
ferving him proudly carrying his lower tier out at the time 
that he dared not ftiew a fingle gun of that tier. In con- 
clufion, heexprefled hisearneft wiflies, that if conformably 
to his natural expe£lntions he iliould not, during the conti- 
nuance of the debate; become an ear-witnefs of unanfwerable 
arguments in favour of a vote for the preient eftimate, *id 
th^ habitude (in his idea, impolitic and dangerous) of repair- 
ing imall-fized Aiips at an enormous expence, he (liould dif- 
icovera firm intention amongft thofe entrufted with the ma- 
nagement of tlie naval departments totally to give up the 
pradlice* 

Mr. Drakey junior, defired to know whether the money re- Mr. Drake 
ceived for the fale of the materials of old and condemned 
Ihips, and old flores, after* the fhips were broken up, had been 
lironght to any account in favour of the Public ? By the 
prefent eftimates it appeared that the public were debtor to 
their amount, and therefore he wiflied to know how the credit 
fide of the account flood, and he put the queftion then, as it 
was an acknowledged favft a vaft number of fliips had been 
broken up fince the war ended. 

Mr. Breit aflured the honourable gentleman, that the Mt Brett. 
'iums received for old materials and old ftores were regu- 
:larly paid over to the treasurer of the navy, and put by him 
to the account of the Public, and applied to naval fervices, in 
-like manner as any other moriey which came into the hands 
of the treafurer of the navy was applied. Accounts of the 
monies received for old ftores up to given periods have fre- 
quently been called for and laid upon the table; nor ever, 
upon this fubjeft, had the moft^ diftant refervation been fuf- 
fered to take place. 

Captain James Luttrell defired his honourable friend (Cap- Captain 
tain Macbride) to recolIe6>, that frigates and fmall Ihips were J*^^" ^^^ 
of eflential ufe to this country, being principally employed for 
the purpofes of commerce. Indeed it was fcarcely poffible 
to carry on commerce .without therh, not to mention the ex- 
treme difficulty of keeping a large convoy of merchantmen 
tolerably together at any rate ; for indeed, without frigates 
it would be slhfolutely iin poffible to do \t* T\\ex^N^^\^\^^^^^x 
Rrvices for which frigates and fmall IhiD^ v;^t^ ^^"vxXy^xVj 
Vol. XIX. K k ^^^\^ '^^'^ 
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adapted, and therefore while we had occaiion for fuch fhipv 
Ind we bad a number of them, it wiquldbe madnieft not td I 
keep them in repair at)d fit for fervice. He fubmitted it to his i 
honourable ftiend's candour, whether ir was not rather the ; 
province of the firft Lord of the Admiralty than. of that. 
Houfeto direft what daffes of (hips fhould be tepatred and 
kept in order for fervice. The noWe Lord now at the hea4 
of the Board was as correct a judge of the'fubjedt' as an;f 
<iaval officer, and, in an equal degree, the fiatefmah and twj 
feaman. The country therefore might- truft the managemient 
of the navy fafely in his hatods; and his honourable friend 
might reft affured that proper and ufeful fliips only would hi 
repaired and employed. 
:!aptMn Captain Macbrute^nfwerei^ that, in his bumble opinion, 

Macbride. no arguments which had fallen from his honourable friend who 
fp4ke laft were fufficiently cogent to induce him to reiinquifll 
his pofition, that 74 gun fhips were the fixed fliif>8 we ought 
to build, and that it would be founder policy to let moft of 
thofe which were in the eftimates this year, rot and tumble td 
pieces, than to lay out eleven thoufand pounds on the repair 
of one, and fifteen thoufand on that of another. Ho faw ail 
honourable Baronet (Sir Charles Middleton) in bis place, tQ 
whom be wifhed to addrefs a few words ; and thefe upon a 
different topic, though a topic relative to the navy. What bt 
meant waSy to learn if it was intended to perfevere in* the ab« 
furd fyftem of fufiering the fliips to remain in their coppered 
bottoms during the whole of the peace ? If that piatter wa 
intended i there would be no occafion to argue whether one 
fized ihip or another ihould be built, for we ihould foon have 
kio navy to fend to fea. Mifchievous were the etkStg of fu6* 
feringthe fhips to remain coppered in ftHl water. ' The cop* 
per corroded, and ate more into their bottoms than either 
worms or time. The confequence would be, that tb^ inftanC 
fhips which had long lain by were fent to fea, their bottoon 
would drop out, and thoufands of brav(^ Teamen would periih 
in the ocean. It was a miftaken notion, that copper-bot« 
tomed ihips did ilot get foul; they were as foul after layinc bf 
a time, as ihips not flieathed with copper. The old cuftom 
was to take the fliips intchdock annually and triennially, and 
let them have their trimmings. When that prafiic^ was U^ 
lowed, our fliips were kept in good ord|er ^nd condition ; and 
if the coppered fl)ips were not looked to, they would aU he 
fuined. Admiral Barrihgton and he had together examined a 
coopered fliip under repair, and that they found the bolts oar« 
roded and eaten away, i^otwithftanding the prevailing idm 
that they v^ould not corrode. The evil to be dreaded froot 
the' n^le£t appeared to him of fo ferious a nature, that be 
ihoaghtf if fomething wQre uov. dotve vmu^sHlY to prevent 
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it, an inquiry ought to be cominenccd in that Hdufe, and 
the fads which he had ftated afcertained. . The nation would 
then fee its danger. The French had. difcovered the folly of 
the praSice, and for fome time left off Iheathing their fliips 
With copper. We ought to do the fame, or at Icaft to take off 
She copper when the fhips were to lay long in ftili water, and 
but it down when the (hips were wanted to be feut to fsa. A 
mip ^ight be fheathed with copper in a tide, and therefore no 
time would be loft. His remarks (whatever gentlemen who 
were not profefiional men might think) were of infinite im- 
tortance. He hoped therefore that he fliould have an anfwer 
trooft the honourable gentleman oppofite to him, and find 
that cOntra£tors had not entirely feized upon the underfland-r 
tngs of official men, and filled them with fuch a whimfical 
and dangerous fondnefs for fuch idle and new-fangled fchemes, 
ao to occafion them to ihut their eyes againft the natural and 
ialamiingconfequences of fuch proceedings. 

Cdptain Live/»n Gower faid, that he muft call to the recol- Captain 
leAibn of his honourable friend that flieathing (hips with copr Lcvcfon 
per was a new matter ; that it had nbt been introduced above ^°^*^' 
ito years ; and that it was therefore as yet in experiment : 
bat nedlcl aflurehis honourable friend, that it was watched 
with the utmoft cautiofij and its efie£ts obferved and guarded 
iiglinft with all poflible attention. 

Sir Charles MiMeton trufted that the honourable gentle- sirCbarlcs 
'tnsril (Captain Macbride) would give him full credit when he Mi<l<il«ofl. 
declared, that he had no intereft whatever in the flieathing 
'ihips with copper; that it was cuftomary when any prppofal 
Was offered, for it to come before the Navy Board, and with 
ifaeir aj^ptbbatioa it was referred to the yards to know if it 
Were practicable in the opinion of the workmen. . It. thea 
Cfltnoie back to the Navy Board with the report elf the proper 
Officer, and it wsis aftervirards ferit to the Admiralty for their 
MnfidifratfOh., and if meetine With their approbation wa^ ac« 
<^ed to, and ptit in etecution. Had his hpnoutable friend 
'been fo obliging as either to have called at the office, or to 
'ii^ve £ivdtired him virith a private application, he £lioald have 
tdt tife hi^h^ft pleafure in cpmmuhicaiting to him the general 
iaXVLtt or fuch maitters as fell under his immediate cogni- 
sance; but little did hie expe£i: that motives of delicacy and 
taation Would not have prevented the agitation of the fubje£b 
hi the Houfe ; and he t^as fure that, under cooler recollec- 
tion, His hotionrable friend Would join iffue with him in the 
Ot^niOh that dtfcuffipns of this kind could not be pub- 
fidy b'fdughit forward without manifeft imptppriety and 



^pbiin L«/^/r^// remarked, thit althou^ the fentimcnts Q^ ^^^^!^^^ 
Ini hodourable friend were at variance wiib. Yx\^ \3l^^^ x^^^^- vx^ 
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ing cither fortifications or the fize of /hips to be repaired, 
their thoughts were congienial upon the fubjefi of copper-bot* 
tomed (hips. That matter was of mofl ferious confequence; 
aaueftion infinitely more important than the queftion of for- 
tincations ! The propofed fortification plan would have coll 
the nation 700,000!., oratraoft a million; but fhould the 
mifchiefs which his honourable friend had ftated as likely to 
cnfue, in confequence of fuffering our navy to remain in their 
.copper kettles, come down upon us, the expence would, be 
jnany millions, and the whole navy of England ftand expofed 
to ruin. It was therefore of the firft importance that it 
Ihould be inquired into, becaufe what was the refult ? either 
the whole navy was fafe and found, or the complete reverfe 
-was the cafe. Let gentlemen weigh the matter a moment in 
their mindi, and they would, he doubted not, be of opinion, 
that it ought to be a ferious and immediate inveftigation in the 
proper quarter. He therefore coincided with his honourable 
friend ; but thinking with him as he did, and willing as- he 
Ihould be to inftitute an inquiry, he would not agree to infti- 
tute one in that Hoii.fe direftly. He fhould adyife that the 
matter be left to the executive government, and to that de- 
partment to which it properly Mp^ged, ai?4.;h^.had not the 
fmalleft doubt of its receiving the. moft ample and zealous 
notice ; but fhould the contrary happen, and thebaneful ab- 
furdity of fuffering the fhips to continue in thefr copper, ket- 
tles flill prevail, he for his own part w<is determined either to 
introduce or fecond any motion which niight ultimately 
bring the matter under the effeftually -reforming confideration 
oftheHoufe. 
Captain Captain Machrlde contended, that in his legiflative capacityi 

Macbnde. g^id as one of the reprefentatives of the People, he polTcfled 
the moft indubitable right to fay in his place .what be had bc- 
. fore thrown out ; nor would he by any means admit that it 
was a fail* anfwer to him, or to any other gentlemaa who.agi- 
tated a matter fo effentially intere'lTing to the nation, as the 
futiure well-being and even tlie future exiftence of the navy, 
. for any perfon in office, to refer them to office, or to fay, 
** why did ngt you alk me in private ?" The properefl fpot 
. for the difculiion of fubjec^ls of this nature Was the Houfe of 
Commons, in wliicli he fhould not ceafe to examine them as 
frequently as opportunities might arife. 
Mr. Drakc^ Mr. ^Drake faid, that he meant no difrefpedk to the bonou-* 
rable Baronet, for whom there was not a gentleman prefent 
who entertained a higher refpedl; but h^ mufl decfare, that 
if fuch anfwers were to be given upon matters, fo interefling 
in their nature, to gentlemen of that ttoufe, which was the 
tutelar guardian of the public. pur fe, .the true interpretation of 

the 
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the honourable fiaronet's language was, *^ I, office,- demand; 

H you, the Public, pay." 

- Captain LdVtfon Gower obferved, that the coppering (hips CaptainLc^ 

was as yet an experiment, and that its effedls were duly vcfonGow* 

.watched. To what his honourable friend (Captain Mac* ^* 

bridge) had faid in preference of 74 gun fhips to 64s, he 

mull beg leave to declare, that the argument came rather 

4>ddly from his honourable friend, wholaft war commanded a 

64 gun Ihip, and had been offered a 74, which he declined ac- 

4ceptifig. 

Captain Maclride anfwered, that in vindication of the con- Capt. MadB 
duA wh'rch the honourable Captain had with truth imputed ^""^ 
to him, he ihould beg leave to remind him, that his crew in 
tbe!64 were all men which he had recruited v as brave a fet of 
bands as ever failed ; they liked him, and he liked them, be- 
caufe he knew he could depend upon them. If he could have 
.been permitted to have taken them with him into the 74 gun 
ibip ofiered to him, he would .gladly have accepted the ihip.; . . 
but not being favoured with this indulgence, he chofe to re- 
main in the 64 gun fliip, on board of which were his old and 
gallant failors. 

Captain Berkeley remarked, that the quickfilver in his ho- Cjptai* 
DQurable friend's barometer was apt to rife rather too high Berkeley. 
when he got up to fpeak in that Houfe, and generally reached 
'eattremfe heat. He thought that it had got to that point then, 
in regard to what he faid of copper-bottomed fhips ; and he 
-dared take upon him to affert, that his honourable friend had 
•not prcvioufly applied to oflSce upon the fuhje6t, for if he had, 
•lie was perfuaded that he would have met with an handfome 
•reception, would have been heard with attention, and ob- 
tained every poffible fatisfaftion afforded him. There was a 

• matter in his mind exceedingly well worth attention, befides 
-what his honourable friend had fuggeAed, and this was the 

• btaildthg of fhips. We were not only in point of policy to 
build fhips of the fame fize as thofe which conftituted the 

navy of France, Lut we neceflarily muft build them fo as to 

■ adapt them to the depth of water of our own harbours. For 

■ his part he wifhed extremely that the Navy Board, inOead cf 

■ trtifting merely to the furveyors of the navy, would imitate 

• the example of France, and grant premiums for the beft drafts 
of men of war. He meant the befl plans In point of fize, 
tonnage, &c. &c. &c. ; this would give the Board the advan- 
tage of all the ingenuity of the kingdom, as well as the judge- 
ment of the navy furveyors; and he heartily defired that 
Ibmcable contriver could (hew how a 74 gun fliip drawing 
no more water than a 64 could be built. If fuch a plan 

' could be found, it would prove an efleiitial national ad- 
vantage. Indeed the conftiw^ion of our (hi^)S in ^etvit^'^l 
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otv^t to b^ moit paftTeuIdriy irttended to. ffe bWed it to 
the valour of the fame honourable gentleman, theii in bis 
eye, to Whom he was indebted for his naval education, Aat 
he icommanded at this tim^onc of the fineft ilhips in th^ 
Britifh navy. That Ihrp was A proof bow much better th^ 
enemies ffaips were built than ours wertj ; and alfo how aiadb 
better the materials were. Nothing, coufd give him more 
joy thah to perceive that all the Diips belonging to the iftbet 
Were at length brought into a ftate of eqtiail ^iccellence* 
Mr. Hop- Mr, Hopkins faid that, among a great number <tf net 
*^' fhips, only two of the whole ^cre 64 g"" flwpSi ' 

Mr. Sbpcr. Mr. Skper obferVed th«, as it was on all hands agred» 
that coppering the bottoms of fhips was an tftxp^ment, he 
thought thfe experiment ought to be tried on a few tlta^ 
only, and not on the whole naty at once, 
'the qdeflion was put and carr ted. 
Mr. M. A. Mr, M. Jl. Tajlor gave hotice that he fliouM on Tud&rjr 
Taylor. „^^ ni^yg fo^ j^^^ j^ kitmg in a bill, to extend an aft of tfe 
lad feffion, refpedinj^ Courts d( Oonfcience^ in ordtir to mate 
it general throughout Ettglairf, 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Thu^fdi^y zi March. 

Sir Joha Sir John J<trvisy intreating the earrieft attention of As 
Jarvis. Houfe to what he defcribed as a fubjeft of the' greateft iiij- 
portance, added, that it had been obierved by an hpomiai^ 
gentieman, (Captain Macbride) during the debate of l^iiepoi^ 
ceding Wednefday, that i8,oooI. ij^oool. and ii^pool. w^ 
expended upon mips, which after all, proved unfervjce^de* 
In this afTertion, an honourable baronet (Sir C. I^iddbtoa) 
had attempted to correal him, but be believed that there was 
too much truth iii it to admit of refutation. He did not 
mean to charge the Navy Board with any wilful negleS; 
but, perhaps, there were abufes which they cot^ld not coneft 
.and this, of the repair of old fhips, mottlikely was oae/df 
them. With the leave of the Houfe, he would flate the iBt- 
thod according to which the bufinefs had prooeeded.-^Wberi 
the Navy Board wi(h to have a fhip repaired, an onfer is 
fent to tade her and found her bottom* She is tlien bofoJ 
in feverai places, and if the augur brings pat found woDJ^' 
ihe is marked S ; if rotten, fhe is marked IL. But, the maf- 
ters, whofe duty it is to perform this office, do not alwajt 
attend their duty, and fhips of great burden and fofee arc 
tafted by the apprentices. Therefore, for want of ^oe c4w 
in this refpeiSl, very great abufes are committed. 

As one inftance of fallacy, in the year 1775, ^^ *77^f ^ 
ibip which be had a natural rq^ard for^ j(tlie Prince) was 

tafted 
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tafted in this Wfiyi and ordered to be broken up^ When, 
i^ woricmen came to ftrip her planks, ihe was difcovered in 
a {bund condition, and reported to be in a flate capable of 
beiDg refitted. Yet, notwithftanding, the Board ordered her 
to be broken up immediately ; and a part of ber hulk now 
lies at Plymouth. 

' Another inftance, but of a dire<S contrary nature, and 
vhich correfponded exaAly with Captain Macbride's afler* 
tion on the preceding Wednefday, happened within his know- 
ledge. A mip was taken into dock to repair; but upon 
iflripping her, ^e was found fo rotten, that the mafter 
bpilder could not, as an honell man, proceed ; he therefore 
ifeported her rotten fiace to the Board ; he, neverthelefs, wa^ 
peremptorily ordered to go on : and the builder afterwards 
told him^ that fhe coft more in repairs than would have built 
a new (hip of the fame force* 1 hefe were obje<Sls of great 
importance, which ought to be carefully looked into, and 
correAed. Another fub)e£t of equal confequence imprefTed 
;tlelf upon his mind, and that was the fuftering the copper 
iheathing to remain on the (hips, during their continuance 
in ordinary. He could afiure the Houle, that if it was an 
idea that the copper prefer ved them in a fiate fit for imme- 
diato fervice, it was not only a moft egregious miftake, but . 
a very dangerous error ; for the contrary was the fa^, as 
the copper corroded the bolts in fpite of every precaution. 
0f this truth, the French were fo thoroughly convinced 
that immediately upon laying up their fhips, they dripped 
bff the copper Iheathing. In fuhmitting thefe weighty con- 
fiderations to the Houfe, he had barely fulfilled his duty; 
hor could he avoid adding how happy he fhould eAeem him* 
fielf could he have the honour of finding the majority of the 
Hoafe in a difpofition congenial with his own, to root up 
inA totally prevent the growth of evils fo enormous and 
ddarmidg. 

- Captain Macbride faid that he confidered the cafe of thA'ckpt. Mif» 
Afia as not lefs deferving the attention of the Houfe. Upon bride. 
Iter return from India, me underwent a heavy and expenfive 

feur, the amount of which might eafily be found in the 
ks \ afterwards fhe made only one trip to Gibraltar, and 
now fo large a fum as i8,CXX)]. is again to be beftowed upon 
jier,— 'furdiy this was bad policy, to call it no worfe. His 
<ibjedi(m went only to fliips of an avowedly bad charaAer, 
tp expend money upon the frultlefs repairs of which were 
^Oiinally to diffipate a portion of the public treafure. 
' Mr. Britt obferved it was ufual after a fliip had been tafted Mr.Brct* 
Xkt bored in feveral places, that when (he came to be.flripped, 
.Die ihouU ^ found worfe. As to the particular vti<bx\^^^ - 
dioded to by ijfic ia/l honourable S^ealiei \>vx\ on^^ \v& ^^^.^ 
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utterly unacquainted with them, and therefore could gi 
accopnt refpe£ting their nature. But he could by no r 
Join the honourable Captain (Macbride) in his idea of tl; 
ing away all the 60 and 64 gun fliips. There was an 
circumftance included in the idea of building our line o 
tje fhips upon a large fcale—- Would the honourable g( 
men pleafe to recolleft the depth of water in our barb 
That was one reafon why we could not turn our atte 
entirely to large fliips. Concerning the aff^rtion, th: 
were not a match for the. enemy laft war, he believe 
£a£l was, that we had taken feveral of the enemy's fhips t 
they had taken a fingle one from usj and furely this di( 
manifefl: fuch an inferiority as was fuggefled. 
Cafc Cai>taip Machride anf^ered^ that he never had'a def 

**^ •* throw away all the fmalier line of battle fhips, hut only 
of bad character. With regard to the depth of water i 
ports, the objedlion was futile and frivolous to an em 
degree. Did we not dock the largefl of the epemy's 
in our docks» and bring them into our ports? there • 
then remain po reafon for repairing old and unfervic 
Ihips inflead of building new opes which might add to tl 
lent and vigour of our navy. 
jpfr.Hofley Mr, Hu^y obferved, that at the moment when the I 
was going to vote away 14 or 165OO0I. of the People's 
perty, they had flrong inftances of flagrant aijufes pc 
but by two gallant .officers, who were an honour to 
country; and yet it had, during a former debate been u 
that the Admiralty would grow*" jealous of invefligating 
matters in that Houfe. This was a dodrine which he I 
means admitted 5 and he hoped, that the gallant officer > 
perfevere in his inquiry. Tlie Houfe, on a very late occ 
had fliewn that there was ftill fome fpirit and virtue 1 
the nation — a great many gentlemen had the welfare oi 
country at heart ; and all thofe would certainly join anc: 
port him. In his opinion the Houfe was the proper pi; 
canvafs thefe abufesi; and he'trufted that no gentleman \ 
he frightened from his duty — Let the HouTe lay out 
fums they chofe upon the navy, but let it not be wafted 
xipon idle projecSls when prudence required it for ufefu 
vices. . ■ • • • 

Captain Captain Machride faid, that he did not nnderfland 

Macbride. ^^^ ^^ prefent any inquiry; and he hoped, from what 
been dropped, that no neceflity for it would arife; if 
^ /hould, he pledged himfelf that he would not fhrink 

his duty. ' ' • 

Ckptain Captain Bowyer obferved, that none of the inflanc 

Bowycr. abufc defcribed had come within his knowledge.— The n 
tioa was then put by tiie Sp^aVLci ?LtvA c^tried^ 
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The Hottfe having next refolvad itfelf into a Committee of 
the whole Hdjife, Mr. M. A. Taylor in the chair, 

h/b. Beau^of rofe and faid, 
Mr. Taylor, 

As I had the honour of prefenting to the Honfe the Report ^^' ^"»* 
. for the confideration of which tliey have now rcfolved them- ^^'^' 
felv« into a Committee, 1 mud intreat their indulgence for 
a few nibttlents, while I briefly del'cribe the plan which the 
Rjefolutions contained in the Report are meant to recom- 
mend. 

In bringing forward this bufinefs, I have pleafure in con- 
templating the intimate conne6lion it has with ihofc impor- 
tant interefts that have this day fo ftrongly and fo juftly en- 
gi^ ihe attention of the Houfe, I mean the naval interefts 
df this kingdom : and I have alfo pleafure in rccolleflrng, that 
it is a' bufinefs to which the members of the Houfe have re- 

Kteiily fliewn themfclves favourably difpofed; for in the two 
femons of Parliament, as well as in the prefent, they ap- 
pointed a Committee expreflly for the purpofe of afcertaining 
the mod effedhjal means of extending the fi/heries of Great 
Britain. 

It was in confequence of the inquiries of the Committee 
tf the laft year, that I was enabled to propofe to the Houfe 
tbill, which they did me the honour to approve, for remov- 
ing the reftraints which unwife and improvident laws had im- 
pofed on the progrefs of the fiflieries on the northern and 
Weftem coafts of the ifland. 

It i9 in confequence of the inquiries of the Committee of 
the jM-efent year, that 1 am now enabled to propofe what may 
be confidered as the fecond part of the fyftem — a plan for 
improving the fiflieries in the eaftem feas of the kingdom.— 
This defirable obje6l the Report before you propoles to ob- 
tain, by^ transferring from foreigners to our own country- 
meri, from Dutchmen to Enghfnmen, the valuai^le fifliery 
&r turliot. It is in our cwn feai that all thefe fifli are taken-ir- 
it is to oor wjfi markets that almoft all of them are brought; 
yet they are taken by Dutchmen ; they are brought to mar- 
ket by Dutchmen ; all the profits arifing from the fale of the 
filh, all the advantages refulting from the encouragement of 
feamen and the maintenance of naval ftren^th, all the benefits 
both public and private which the fifliery affords, are at this 
time monopolijied by the Dutch, Thofo advantages the Re- 
port upon your table propofes to transfer to the people of this 
kingdom. 

The principle of the fyftem is, that our countrymen ihouM 
bk- preferred to foreigners \ that Englljh fifhermen are intitled 
to4ome advantage in our Engll/h market \ and thar it is ir. - 
%o the intereft of Britain to encourago her own £vft\^x\*" ^ 
V9h ^i^ h \ x^NK^^v^. 
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reward the in4aftr7 of ker own people, to increafe the npm^ 
ber of her own feamen, and to add to ho: own naval ftrengtb| 
than it can be to encourage the fifheries, or reward the induf- 
try, or promote the naval ftrength of Holland^ a country 
^nich h always a rival, and fometimes ^ enemy. 

Before I proceed to mov^ the different refplutions which I 
(hall have the honour of fubmitting to the jvidgement of the 
Committee, perhaps, Sir, it may not be unnece&ry, nor alto- 
gether unintereiling, briefly to defcribe the nature of the. fiih* 
cry to which thefe refolutions relate. 

The turbot fiftiery begins about the latter end of the month 
of March> at which time the Dutch fifhermen ailemble oa 
that part of the t)utch coaft which lies a few leagues 16 the 
ibuth of Scheveling; from thencjB a^ thp warm wither ap« 
proaches, the fifli, in order ^o avoid the hcat?^ retire farther 
and farther north. Dufing the moqths of April apd May 
they continue on the bank which is generally called tba Broad 
J^ourteens, and which |run? nearly parallel tp th^ co^ftdF 
^oiland from the latitude of Scheveling to a latitude cpnfider 
pbly to the north of the Texel. Early in the ibonth of June,. 
the tifh remove from the Broad Fourteens, to the bai^ks that 
furround the fmall ifland of I|jlingla;id which lies weilwari 
of Hamburgh, pfl the river Elbe, buf at ^ confiderable dif- 
tance at Tea : ^here the ^(Kery cpntiniies to tHe mi.ddlc of thp 
pionth of Auguft, at which t|me it is over fpr the year. 

Haying thus defcribed the times v^hen, and the places whet? 
jthe turbot arc caught, the next objeft of inquiry is {he mod^ 
jpf taking them. At the beginning of the feafon the fifli are 
caught with a fort of drag net, whjch is drawn along thf 
banks, and which fweeps from the (and, the varioiis fpecies 
pf flat fifh which lie there, fuch as foles, plaice, thori)back» 
jmd, among the reft, turbot ; But w}ien the f^afpn fijr the re- 
jnoval of the fifli is arrived, and the turbots retire ^oni the 
banks on the coafls of Holland to thofe in ttiQ peigbbourhoo4 
of Hylingland, the depth of the water, an^ the unevennefs 
of the groui^d render the ufe of the dr^g net wholly impracf 
jpicable. The fifliermen are then obliged to have recourfe to 
the hook and line. The line that is employed for this pur- 
pofe is not of the fort that is held by the hand, and that is 
furniflied with a fingle hook ; for the line emplpye^ in the 
^urbof fifhery is generally niore thaq two mjles in length, and 
}s furnifljed wi^h fix or feven hundred hooks, which are place4 
at the diftance of fevcral yards from each other; fo that when 
the line, as the veflel drives, is thrown into the water, and 
finking by means of its leads, a confiderable length of ground is 
occupied by the fuccejfive hooks. Befides the leads that ar« 
employed to fink the line, feveral anchors are faftened to it at 
different dift;^aces^ in order to pfevpnt its drawing with th^ 
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tide. The liboks, daring dhe part of the fearon, are baited 
with the comrbba fdnelt, and during the other with a fifh 
that refembles the eel, except that its colour is different, and 
dliat its head is drawn but to a kiiid df bill^ which, in ihape, 
it like that of a bird« and from Which it takes its name of 
gore-bill. Fortunately this fifli is found in great abundance 
on the weftem cbaft of the ifland. 

Thus it appears, that, at the firft of the feafon, the tur- 
bots are taken only with nets, and at the latter end of it only 
with hooks ; but during the middle part of the feafon, before 
die removal of the fifh from the coaft of Holland, both me« 
lliods are in ufe. 

Such» Sir, is the nature of a fifhery which levies on this 
kingdom a large annual contribution for the maintenance of 
the naval flrength of the Dutch. 

To the Dutch that money is given that would fupport 
dght bundled feamen fot the fervice of the Britifh Govern- 
snent.-^The Dutch are allowed to poflefs themfelves of an 
employment that affords them a perfedl knowledge of the na- 
^gatioh of our feas ; and that in a future war would enable 
them to pilot the fhips of their neW^ ally to the very Thames 
itfelfi 

To elBtSt a transfer of this fifhery frbm the Hollanders to 
OUT own countrymen, two expedients are propofed in the 
Report. 

The one is a tax upon the tonnage of foreign veflels import- 
j|]^|tarbot8 into this kingdom : 

The othet is a fmall bounty, as an additional encourage- 
ment to our own people. 

That either a tax or a prohibition on foreigners fhould be 
laid^ cannot, I fuppofe, be doubted ; but fome doubts may 
(Offibly arife on the comparative advantage of the two modes 
of ptpceeding* For ifty own part, I fliould think the tax the 
praerable meafure ; becaufe, while it equally infures to the 
Britifli fifherhien the poffeflion of the. trade, whenever they 
are prepared to take the whole upon themfelves, it does not 
in tbfi intermediate time exclude all other channels of fupply. 

The other expedient fuggefted by the Report is, as I ob- 
ierved, ,a bounty in favour of our fifnermen. 

In recommending a bounty, I am fenfible that I advife a 
meafure which ought on very few occafions to be adopted, 
fince there are very few on which it can be juftified. For 
this leafon lam anxious that the prefent bounty, if approved 
by the Committee, fhall be founded on fuch principles, and 
be circnmfcribed by fuch rules, as fhall render its operation 
lefs expenfive to the Public, yet more effectual to its end, 
than bounties have generally proved. 

Li 2 -^^^v 
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' That an attempt tb rfcertain the rules by wbicfh, on thcfc 
occafiqns, the liberty of the Lcgiflature ought tiorbe^goveroedf 
will qot, I am perfuaded, be coniidered as trlTizd AAd uninte- 
refting, when the Committee recollcdl, |hat, in the courfeof 
the laft year, no lefs a fum than 94,000!. was paid to one fin- 
g!e fifliery. 

The firft pnnciple, generally fpeaking* which ought to be 
obferved in the grant of a bounty, is, th|kt the term of a 

fjrant fhould be limited. For, as the intention of the Legif- 
ature in giving the bounty is the eocoumgement of a trade, 
which, if once eftabliflied, wcfuid a.fford a reafonable ifetunr 
on the capital employed, but in which the inexperience of tbe 
fubjefl: renders him unwilling to engage, Ae bounty, it is 
evident, like the caufefrom which it takes its rife, fhould te 
of temporary continuance. 

Conformably to this maxim, I wouW beg leavie to.propofe 
that the bounty on turbots fhould be limited to the term of 
five years. — A fecond principle of a judicious bounty i«» 
that the fum granted by the Legiflature fhould diminifh gne 
dually, rather than be all at once and fuddenly withdrawn '• 
for it the external fupports on which a trade has been ^ccBf-* 
tomed to lean fhould l^e abruptly removed, much violence to 
the interefts of the trade muft urtafvoidably enfue : whecea^ if 
the aid which is given by the Legiflature is dioiioifho^ by de- 
grees, the trade will be brought naturally and eafily to reftra 
its own bearings. I would, therefore, fuggefl the expedience 
of declaring, that, after the term of three years, the bounty 
on turhot fhall begin to diminifh, fo that, in the courfeof the 
fourth year, not more than two thirds of the former annual 
fum fhall be diflributed ; and that in the fifth year only one 
third fhall be given ; by which means the trade will be pre- 
ferved from tl>e danger of a fatal fhock, when, 9t the end of 
the fifth year, the aid of Parliament fhall wholly he with- 
drawn, 

A third principle of a judicious bounty is, that the extent 
of the expence which it brings on the Public fhould, frotti 
the firft, be clearly afcertained. The Public have a right X0 ' 
the means of comparing the value of the objeS to be obtain- 
ed with the amount of the fun) that muft be given fbr obtain* 
jng it ; for, otherwife, how can they be furethat they are not 
making an injudicious and improvident bargain. In purfur 
ance of this maxim, I will take the liberty of propofing, 
that, during the three firft years of the term, the bounty 
fhall not exceed four thoufand pounds per annum : that du? 
rinor the fourth year it fhall not exceed three thoufand pounds; 
and that during the fifth year it fiiall not exceed two thouiand 
pounds. 

The 
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The laft principle^ with die mention of which I Ihajl ttoti« 
fale the Committee^ is, that the bounty ihould be giveo od 
the commodity produced, rather than on the infirument of 
its prodace. I would fay, for example, that a bounty for 
the encouragement of agriculture fhould be given on the 
com, rather than on the plough ; that a bounty for the efta- 
Uiihment of a wearing mannfa&ure ihould be granted on the 
ciotfai rather than on the loom ; and that a bounty for en- 
couraging a new fifliery fhould be given on the fim, rather 
(ban oh the veiiel; for, on this plan, the public expence can- 
not out-run the benefit received, and the bounty will operate 
as a reward to indufiry, not as a means of infuring idleneis 
from' lofs. 

Such are the principles on which, as fhr as I can judge^ 
bounties in general Ihould be granted ; and, trufting to tine 
hope that they will meet the approbation of the Committee;, 
I ihould now move the feveral refolutions, were I not aware 
that the whole plan is open to one very obvious objedion, 
which, before I proceed, it becomes me to obviate. The ob- 
jeAion is, that, as during a part of the feafon the turbots are 
caught upon banks that are contiguous to Holland, the 
Dutch may perhaps exclude our fiihermen from the trade by 
•xchiding them from the coaft. 

' That the Dutch have this power cannot be difputed ; but 
^at they will think the exercife of it politic or fafc I never 
^an believe ; for let them once eftabliih, as a practical maxira^ 
the opinion, that every nation has a right to exclude from its 
coafts all fiihermen but its own, and what will become of th^ 
fifhery which they themfelves carry on for herrings not only 
upon our coafts, but almoft in our very harbours? What 
will become of their pretenfions, to confider BraHa Sound as 
the firft:, and Peterhead as the fecond, of their fifhing ftations ? 
or on what ground will they claim the indulgence of following 
the fiih upon our fhores, from the north of Aberdeenihire to 
the fouthernmoft parts of SuiFolk ? Will they hazard the lofs 
of the fifhery which firft made them a people? Will they ha-* 
2ard this ancient fource of their independence, this heft fup- 
port of their wealth and of their naval power ? I cannot ima-* 
gine that what they emphatically call their great fifhery wilt 
thus be facrificed to the prefervation of a fifhery of fubordi- 
nate importance. Should this, however, be the cafe, their 
decifion will be fortunate for Britain ; for we fliall then, in 
conjunction with the Iriih, be pofTefTed of little lefs than a 
monopoly of the herring trade ; the Swedes, our only other 
rivals, not being likely, for reafons eafily affigned, to main* 
tain their competition long. 

Upon thefe grounds I feel no hefitation in fubmitting to 
the Committee the diiFerent refolutiorvs X.\\;iil ;xx^ vvv\ftvA^\ \^ 
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fonn the bafis of the bill, \irhich I hope I fhalf be permitted 
to ofier to the Houfe^ confident that from fuch a bill ode ot 
other of two important advantages muft cenainly enfoe m- 
the acquifition of the valuable fiSiery for turbbts^ or the ftill 
greater acquifition of the Dutch fifhery for herrin|[s* 
Bciley. Mr. Hujpy having obferved that no member of the Hcmfe* 
could poilibly incline with a fincerer ardour than himfelf to 
the fupport of any plan devifed for the improvement, vigour, 
and extenfion of our fifheries, added, that as the point in 
queftion was probably new to many honourable gentlemen, 
and certainly at prefent beyond the Ime of his eiperience^ be 
could wifh to know whether it would not anfwer better for 
the Chairman to report a progrefs, and requeft permiffion to 
£t again, in order that, during the fpace of two or three 
days, the refolutions might lie upon the table for the ififpec-^ 
tion of the members, who thus might prove enabled to give 
their votes upon the cleareft and niofl deciiive grounds ? Un« 
kfs this fliould prove the cafe, he muft beg leave to intimate 
to the honourable gentleman his wifhes that he would favour 
the Houfe with a more ample and open explanation of his 
meaning and intentions. Could he afcertain that, as a natu- 
ral confequence of bearing away a material portion of the 
^ £fhing trade from the Dutch^ London would become fup- 
plied in proper quantities with turbot ? The allufion of the 
honourable gentleman to the 94,ocx)l. bounties granted to the 
Greenland tiheries (purfuits of the firft moment to this 
country !) was juft and well timed. Would the honourable 
gentleman pleafe to inform hipa through what means the 
London market would receive a fuflBcient fupply of fifh ? 
iu Beau- Mr. Beaufoy anfwered : — The honourable gentlem^ com- 
7jf» plains of the novelty of the bufinefs fubmitted to your confl- 

deration, and infinuates a fufpicion of an attempt,. on my 
part, to take the Committee by furprife. Is tlien the ho- 
nourable gentleman fo little attentive to the proceedings of 
the Hou^, as not to know that more than a fortnight has 
clapfed firtce they appointed a Committee to take into confi- 
deration the ftate of the Britifli fifheries ? or if he did know 
that fuch a Committee was appointed, why did he not attmd 
their meetings, which were open to every member, and 9t 
which the moft fatisfadlory evidence was given? or if this 
would have required more time than he chofe to beftow upon 
the fMbje£l, why has he not read the two Reports which the 
Committee has made, and which are printed bv the order of 
the Houfe ? With fuch opportunities of knowledge, the ho- 
nourable gentleman's want of information is chargeable only 
on himfelf, and ou^ht not to be pleaded as a bar (o the 
progrefs of a bu&nejS for which^all but bin^felf are perfefUy 
prepared. 
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' The hononrable gentleman exprefles his zeal for the Green* 
land fifhery, and thinks that 04,000!. of the public money 
was laft year wifely expended for its fupport. Far be it from 
me to rug|;eft an idea in any degree adverfe to a fifliery that 
employs, menterprizes of unufual hardihood, more than fix 
tboufand of our feamen ; but allow me to obferve, that, oa 
the lowefl computation, every feaman fo employed brings oa 
the Public, in confequence of the bounty, an expence of no 
lefs than 13I. lOs. per annum ; whereas the feamen that fhall 
be employed in the fifhery which is now propofed wiH not oc« 
cafion to the Public a greater annual expence per man than 
4!. los. at the moft, and that only for the fhort period of five 
years. 

Now if the former expence is not thought extravagant, 
the latter, which is comparatively fmall, cannot reafonably be 
cenfured. 

I am afked by what nneans the Legiflature will prevent a 
firaud fo eafily praAifed by the fifherm'en, as that of purcha- 
fiog from the Dutch the turbots they have taken, and import- 
ing them as Britifh caught t This queftion certainly merits 
an anfwer. Every fifhery is obvioufly attended with two 
feparate advantages ; that of taking the fifh, and that of 
bringing them to market. Now, certain it is, that, if Bri- 
. tain cannot fecure both thefe advantages, the acquifltion of 
one of the two will always be an object of importance. 

Upon this occafion, however, I am perfuaded that both 
willbe found of very eafy attainment. Among the different 
sneafures recommended in the Report which is now under 
your confideration, is that of bellowing premiums on the « 
three veflels whofe refpe£live crews fhall have caught, in the 
courie of the feafoo, the three greateft quantities of turbot ; 
the confequence of which expedient will be, that the crew of 
each veflei will have an obvious interefl in preventing the crew 
of any other veflel from purchafing turbots from the Dutch^ 
as fucn pprchafers would fwell, by unfair means, the quantity 
of turbots apparently caught by the purchafers, and, if not 
difcoura^, would deprive of their premium the vefiels to 
wbidb it would otherwife be paid. 

Thus the crew of each veflel will have the flrongeft incite- 
ment to watch over the conduft of the crew of every othef 
veflel ; and as the fifhery veflels carry on their bufmefs on the 
fame banks, and in view of each other, there is reafon to be- 
lieve that this check will be efleSual. 

A fecond means of preventing the fuggefled fraud will be 
the reqoifition of an oath, before the receipt either of the 
premiom or of the bounty, that the fifh were Britifh caught. 
Now, though an oath, generally fpeaking, is of little vr2ixV. 
when tl?e p^ty taking it has an inteveft \a i\NtaT\w^ xo ^ 
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fedfehobd, and no other perfen has an intereft indeteding^the 
perjury, yet where there is an intereft tliat prooipts to vigU 
lance, and urges to detection, the fecurity which the Public 
derives from an oath is far from being weak. 

^I muft own, however, that it is chiefly to a third confides 
ration of mudh greater force than either of thofe I have men- 
tioned, that 1 am led to believe that the fraud of purchaiing 
£(h taken by the Dutch, and importing them as Britifh 
eaught, will not often be committed. The confideration is, 
that in all cafes of fair competition between the Engiiih and 
the Dutch, the former have conftantly obtained a clear and 
acknowledged fuperiority. Not many years have elapfed 
fince the Dutch had no lets than one hundred and fixty veiiels 
in the fiflhiery to the Greenland feas; but now, and the reci- 
tal of the hdt fills me with exultation, we have brought 
them down to fixty, while, in the very laft year, Britain fent 
to that fiOiery no lefs than one hundred and fifty fail. 

In the whale fiftiery to the fouthem feas Britain has ob«« 
tained a ftill more decided afcendencv : from .the coafts of 
Brazil, and the fliores of Falkland's Iflands, eaftward to the 
Cape of Good Hope, a Dutch fiQiing veflel is fcarcely to be 
found. The Americans themfelves fail in the com])etition^ 
and Britain pofiefies the fifhery unrivalled, and almoft alone. 
Even the Dutch fifliery for herrings, the favourite objed of 
their moft vigoious purfuit, no longer maintains its rivaifliip 
with the Engli/h; for, in the laft year, the Dutch employed 
but one hundred and thirty-three fail, while Scotland and 
Yarmouth, independently of the reft of the ifland, fent out 
two hundred and fifty veflels. With thefe fafts in my view, 
I can never believe, that, in the fifliery to which our prefent 
confultations relate, the flow and torpid induflry of the 
Dutch will be more fuccefsful than the ardent fpirit of entor- 
prife arid vigour of exertion which mark the proceedings of 
the Ertglifli. I never can believe that they who, in every 
other purfuit, have given proof of unrivalled flcill, will, in 
this, have any permanent temptation to employ fuch clumfy 
inftruments as the Dutch. Unlefs, therefore, the honourable 
gentlernan has better arguments to urge than thofe he hai 
(drawn from his own inattention to the bufinefs, and from the 
partial eftimate he has formed of the acSlivity of the Holtau-^ 
ders, I am not, I hope, prefumptuous in thinking that the 
propriety of the motion before you, as tending to increafe 
the wealth and promote the n^^val ftrengthof the kingdom, is 
ftill un impeached. 
Mr. AW. Mr. Alderman JVatfon remarked, that it greatly excited bi$ 

Watfon. furprife when he heard the honourable gentleman compare tho 
iurbot fifliery to that of Greenland. It was like an attempt 
to trace affinity, between tVie Viwtvu^ 3cd.4l xjjv^ ^^le; and in 
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either cafe the fimile would prove equally warrantable ! At 
once extenGve and important were the benefits and refourcei 
which the nation acquired from the Greenland fifhery ! A 
fifhery which had preferved invincibly fecure (what was 
' within that Houfe denominated) the wooden walls of Eng- 
land ! Yet doubtlefs the propofed plan for taking the turbot 
fiifaery into our own pofl^ffion was full of merit, and pro- 
xnifed much to benefit the nation. Under this idea, he hoped 
that the bounties would be rendered general, and not impoli- 
ticly narrowed, 

Mr. Beaufoy again replied : — As far as I am able to judge Mr. Beta- 
from what has paffed in the debate, the objedlions of thole ^^T'i 
who are the moft hoftile to the meafures propofed are now 
reducible to a fort of apprehenfion that the people of this 
kingdom will not be willing to engage in the fifliery for tur- 
bot ; upon which apprehenfion is founded an argument^ that, 
till the Legiflature is fatisfied as to this facft, it would be very- 
impolitic to impofe a reflraint on the fupply that is brought 
by foreigners. 

In.anfwer to this douht, I am happy to have an opportunity 
of faying that the feveral owners of twelve different veflels 
belonging to Gravefend have fent me a written affurance that 
if the plan recommended in the Report iliall be adopted by 
the Legiflature, thofe vellels will immediately be fent on the 
jEfliery for turbots. Another affurance was alfo given me by 
af deputation from the filhermen of Harwich, that, from their 
town alone, fix and twenty veffels would be fent on the tur- 
bot fifliery. Now, if eight and thirty veffels are already 
preparing from thofe two places alone, exclufive of what may 
be expeSed from other parts of the kingdon), I cannot be 
much deceived in flating to the Committee that there is rea-i 
fonable ground for believing that our own fifliermen will be 
able to furnifii the market with an abundant fupply. 

All, therefore, that is requefted from the honourable gen- 
tleman who moft objefts to the plan, (if, on behalf of our 
poor fifliermen, he will permit me to itate the requeft) is, 
not that he will facrifice a fingle dinner, or deprive himfelf 
of a fingle article of luxurious fare, but merely that, in lay- 
ing out his money, he would have the goodncfs to prefer his 
countrymen to foreigners. 

Since, then, there is no reafon to doubt the abundance of 
the fupply, the argument for delay falls wholly to the ground. 
On the other hand, the near approach of the turbot feafoa 
ftrongly urges to difpatch; for, to thofe who are willing to 
engage in this fifliery, the lofs of a few days niay prove the 
io^ of the whole year: and allow me to add, that, at a time 
when more than a thoufand fiiiugglers on the eaft.ern and 
fouthern cod'fls oi the ifland are unempiovei, vj\io vft\x?c,Vo>w- 
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ever, fpon have recourfe to fome means of obtaining a livcli- 
bood, cither confident with, or deflruftive of, the intcrefts 
<if the revenue, it is material to furnifh thofe men as fpeedily 
as poffible with an occupation which, having in it fomething 
of chance and enterprise, correfponds, in a certain degree, 
with their ancient habits of life, and, at the fame time, by 
enabling them to extend the naval ftrength of the country, 
entirely coincides with the beft interefts oT Great Britain. 

Mr. Rolle faid, that, anxious to preferve from every mate- 
rial injury the fiftiery eftablifhed upon the coaft of Devoti, 
anJ facilitating the great fupply for the London markets by 
land carriage, he could not avoid expreffing his hearty wi/hes 
that fome little time at leaft might elapfe previous to the exe- 
cution of the plan propofed in favour of the turbot fifhery by 
the honourable gentleman. 

The Marquis of Graham contended, that as the fifhery 
<^uisof Gra- would open during the courfe of this month, the fcheme, un- 
^*"* Icfs direftly adopted, would become loft for a year. 

Mr. Aid. Mr. Alderman Sqwhridge obferved, that the plan was too 
Sawbridgc ^unexceptionable not to refift the general imbecility of th* 
arguments which were advanced to overthrow it. The dread 
of lofing a fupply for the London markets had not the leaft 
foundation ; becaufe, were our pieople to fail, the Dutch 
would find it anfwer to pay the ten /hillings a ton duty on 
the fifti which they might bring, and raifc the prices accord- 
ingly : nor need gentlemen, in either cafe, defpair of .fitthig 
down to dine upon a turbot. 

Sir yohn Jarvh declared, that, in his opinion, the fcheme 
merited adoption for a variety of reafons. As much did he 
wifh it full fuccefs as he diiliked to obferve Dutchmen, with- 
out either the aid or need of pilots, running up and down the 
Channel, into the Thames, and all our rivers. This was an 
habitude, of which the political circumflances of the country 
would juftify a wi/h for its fuppreflion. 
The three feveral refolutions now pafled. 
The order of the day for the adjourned Committee, td 
which the petitions, praying a repeal of the aft of the laft 
feffion, granting to His Majefty certain duties on retail fhops, 
had been referred for confideration, to fit again, having been 
read, Mr. Taylor took the chair ; immediately after which, 
Sir Watkin Sir fVatkin Lewes rofe, and obferved, that, having upon a 
Lewes. former occafion intimated to the Houfe his defign of moving 
for a repeal ef the fhop tax, he fhould now take the liberty ' 
of intruding himfelf ftill farther upon their patience with a 
brief defcription of the motives inducing him to profecute a 
talk, which, however zealoufly he had the caufe at hearty he 
could, with pleafure, confign to any of thofe ,nnmerous 
inMQber« wbofe influence and abilities were far fuperlor to his 
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own ; yet, haring the honour to be one of the reprcfenta- 
tives of the metropolis which was principally affefled by this 

Sartial and oppreflive tax, he fhould ill difcharge his duty, or 
eferve the confidence of his conftrtuents, were he not to 
exert the otmoft of his abilities to relieve them from fo heavy 
a burden. He conceived that the fubjedl might be comprifed 
in a very narrow compafs ; nor would he enter into any exr 
traneous matter, but endeavour tocomprefs his fejitiment? in 
as few words as poflible. When he confidered the arguments 
upon which the tax was fupported. daring the laft leffion ojf 
Parliament, that it would fall upon the confumer, the opera* 
tion of which they had not then experienced, and when he 
recolleiSked the teftimony of the refpedlable perfons who ap- 
peared at the bar, and proved to a demonftration that it ope- 
rated as a perfonal tax, and that it could not be impofed upon 
the confumer, he entertained hopes that the gentlemen who 
were fupporters of the tax before would become cpn verts to 
his opinion. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) had flated the tax as amounting 
to 140,0001. ; but he did not think it right to take it at the 
higheft calculation : he would, therefore, take it at i20,oooL ' 
That compared with the afleflinent on the table for three 
euarters of a year, amounted only to 55,0001. ; adding ano- 
tner Quarter, it would amount to 73,0001., very little above 
half the fum which it was propofed to raife, taking thededuc« 
tlon of thofe perfons paying rent from 15I. to 25I. per art-^ 
num, who could not pay the parifh rates, and were exempted. 
He fhould appeal to the right honourable gentleman, whether 
it was a tax which he ought to perfevere in ; for a more ex- 
ceptionable tax he could not propofe. BefiJes, when they 
confidered that moft of the great cities and towns throughout; 
the kingdom petitioned againft this tax^ all declaring and' 
bearing an uniform teftimony, that it would operate as ;i / 
perfonal tax, and would not be impofed on the confumer^ 
what members who heard him could deny that it was a 
partial and oppreflive tax upon a defcription of men, who,,, 
with the utmott indullry, could hardly maintain their fami- 
lies, aod who were entitled to their proteflion, particularly 
as not one of the reprefentatives in that Houfe took a fliare 
of the burden. The tax ought to be repealed in toto^ with- 
out any modification, and therefore he (hoald move, " Tha( 
«* the Chairman be direfted to move the Houfe, that leave be 
. •* given to bring in a bill to repeal an aft pafled during the 
** laft fclGon of Parliament, entitled. An Aft for granting 
** certain Duties on Shops within Great Britain." 

Mr. Alderman Sawbridge moved, as a preliminary pro- 
CC«!ing, *' That the evidence fliould be read over " d^d^ a\^ 
0iat Sir Watk'm would withdraw hk moUou> Xo ^vs^ ^^q^.; Acv>^ 
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it. This being complied wiih^ the chief part of the evi- 
dence was read ovei* at the table ; after which 
ifr. AW. Mr, Alderman Sawbridge rote, and faid, that the right ho- 
Jawbfidgc. nourable gentleman, wh^n he introduced the tax, had dc^ 
clared, that it would fall upon the cpnfumer, 4nd th^t tHe 
qonfumer would ultimately pay it. The reverfe of this ha4 
been flated at the bar to have been the operation of the tax, 
which flood proved a perfonal tax, and a tax which the fliopr 
Iceeper piuft pay out of his o^n pocket, without a chance of 
recovering any part of it. The inability of many of the 
jQiopkefCpers of this metropolis, on whom the tax principally 
preffed, to pay it, had been eftablifhcd by the clearefl teftir- 
mony ; and therefore he hoped the Houfe would not perfift 
in fo partial, fo unjuft, and fo diabolic;il a tax, but thai the 
right honourable gentleman would meet the wifhes of the 
People, and cOmpIy with the prayer of the petitions, by conr 
fenting to repeal it. The queftion was not a party queftion ; 
it ought to be treated on its own merits, independently of any 
other confideration. His political principles wert well 
knfown ; and whenever a party conteft was the matter in hand, 
he was never a(hamed to avow his reafons for fupporting the 
iide of the queftion taken by thofe with whom he generally 
afled. If any thing of party had mixed with the quel|ion, 
it would have been his obje£l: that the Minifter fhould not re^ 
peal the bill ; becaufe if any one fiep could weaken his cre- 
dit without doors, and fhake his popularity more than ano- 
ther, he was fatisfied it would be for him to perfift in keep- 
irig a bill in force which had defervedly drawn down upon It 
fuch general odium and deteftation throughout the cities of 
London and Weftminfter, the borough of Southwark, and 
almoft every capital city and town in the kingdom ; but the 
fa6l was, that exclufive of the defire which he had to get the 
aft repealed, in gratilication of the anxious wi flies of his 
conftituents, who would readily contribute their Ihare to- 
wards the public exigencies of the ftate in common with the 
reft of their fellow fubjeft$, it was his fincere opinion that 
the aft ought to be repealed ; that the tax was a ba4 one, and 
would not produce any thing like the money for which it was 
given. He begged leave to remind the right honourable gen? 
tleman, that one quarter of the year remained to be collefted ; 
and that if the right honourable gentleman would confent tq 
repeal the aft, he was perfuaded that he would render the col- 
leftion of the quarter due a very eafy bufinefs j for, in that 
cafe, the fliopkeepers, knowing it was to be the laft for 
which they were to be called upon, would pay it with great 
chearfulnefs, 
^r. AM. Mr. Alderman Newnham declared that he could not avoi4 
^^^^' fonfidmn^ the tax as repkte yrViYi ^2^uii;\v^^ vtvyj^ft-xc^, an^ 



Oppreffion ; particularly becaufe almoft the whole weight of 
it fell upon the ihopkeepers of the city of London. They 
had a more than fufficient fhare of difad vantage to cope witn 
t>efore. Well known was their readinefs at all times to con- 
tribute to affift the public neceffities, provided that they were 
called upon to contribute equally with the refi of the People; 
but it was unfair to felcft them out to pay a very heavy tax, 
which was not felt by others infinitely more capable to pay it 
than they were. As the Minifter had been faved the expence 
of the fortifications, which, in his mind, (Mr. Newnham 
fsad) appeared rather calculated to deftroy the conflitutioi^ 
than to defend the kingdom, he might well afford to give up 
the paltry fum which the fliop tax was likely to produce^ 
Under thefe circumftances, he flattered himfelf cither that 
the right honourable gentleman would, upon cool convi(3ion, 
irefolve to meet the motion with his deferved report, or that 
the debate might take fo powerful and juft a turn as to draw 
him, even againft his inclinations, into a majority of the 
Houfe. 

Mr. Alderman Hammett remarked, that he confidered the Mr. A3A 
tax as oi;ie of the moil critical and important points that ever HjuDmect« 
feu under the^nveftigation of Parliament. If not repealed, a 
principle of taxation of the moft dangerous nature, a princi- 
ple ftrikingat the very foundation of theConftitution, would 
become eftablifhed ; a principle that Parliament might take 
the money, by a tax, out of the pocket of any particular 
individual, or any particular defcription of individuals: a 
principle to which he, for one, never would give his confent; 
nor to any tax, no part of which the members of .that Houfe 
were to pay themfelves. What right had they to tax one fet 
of men more than another? If fuch an abominable principle 
obtained, any man worth two hundred ihoufand pounds might 
be feledled, and one hundred thoufand taken away from the 
man whether he chofe it or not. Let every man make the 
jcafe his own. If one man could be fo unjuftly taxed, it 
might be a man's own cafe, if he were equally rich, the next 
time. He detefted all perfonal taxes ; for all taxes ought to 
operate equally on every man according to his property and 
affluence. The fhop tax did not. He had a large property 
in houfes, and yet neither he nor any of his tenants paid to* 
^ards it. The tax on attornies he always thought an unjuft 
one; becaufe a poor fellow, who came and aiked pcrmiffioi> 
to draw a few leafes, and the attorney who kept many clerks, 
and was in full and profitable pra£lice, each paid five pounds 
a year licenfe. Was that fair, was it equitable ? The Houfe 
){|roul.d pleafe to recolleflt, that he happened to he the firft man 
|vbo obje^ed to the tax in his place, and all which he had 
^rcdijftftd of it had been fulfilled, and the yi*vtReSfe^\«>.^^\^^^\ 
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it at the bar, Exclufive of this, he had endeavoured to probe 
the truth : he had afked if the bookfeller could increafe the 
price of his books, or the printfeller of his prints, and he 
found neither of them could do it. On this occaiion he had 
referted himfelf to an irreproachable and enh'ghtened indivi- 
dual, (Mr. Alderman Boydell) and found, as he cxpefled, 
that the fentiments which he entertained concerning t!ie tax 
were fuch as ftrohgly militated againft its flagrant and oppref* 
five.partiality. 
Jofefh Sir Jofepb Mawbey ohferved^ that his' confiituents, to 

m«wbcj. whofe opinion he, in this cafe, implicitly aflented, detefled 
the perfonality of the tax, and moft feverely reprobated it as 
an intolerable grievance : nor fhould he have abfented himfelf 
during the inveftigation of its demerits, but tha;t extreme In- 
difpofition confined him to hishoufe. 
Baward Sir Edward Jfiley profefled himfelf a friend to the tax when 

^»^y* it was originally propofed. He had exprefl!ed his fatisfaftion, 
becaufe (as he then declared) he thought the ihopkeepers de- 
ferved it, for having for fome time entered into a combination 
to defeat the operation of the receipt tax. He had laft year 
Urongly urged the right honourable gentleman to make the re- 
ceipt tax effeftual by fome proper regulations : if that were 
dona, "it would produce a large fum. 

MtJbnyatt Mr. Amyatt (an advocate for either the repeal of the bill, or 

fome modification) faid, that if ihopkeepers were perniitted 

to charge five pfer cent, on their book debts, be believed they 

would be contented. 

.Love- yix* Lcn/eden declared that his conftituents, fatlsfied with 

■«• the tax, on'iy wiftied for the abolition of bawkeirs .and pedlars. 

Mr.Thoni- Mv, Thornton remarked, that he felt it neceflary to explain 

ton. his reafons why, having, during the courfe of the preceding 

feffion, given a vote in favour of the bill, he now refolved to 
meet it with his oppofition. The manner in which he had. 
then conduSed himfelf had been mifreprefented to his confti- 
tuents, and had drawn down upon Wm a degree of unpopula- 
rity, greater perhaps than had ever fallen upon a r^prefenta- 
tive of any place before. As open and ingenuous condud 
was always to be preferred, he thought it incumbent on him 
to declare the fa£V, and he would have the "courage to fay, 
that though he might poffibly repent the vote he had laft 
year given, he did not repent the motive that impelled him 
to give that vote, which was a confideration of the great exi- 
gency of public affairs ; a conviftion that taxes, at once irk- 
lome and fevere, muft be impofed on the fubjeft, and an idea 
that, in a choice of difficulties, the tax on (hops was as fair a 
tax as any other that had then been fuggefted. He had fince . 
that time received the inftruftions, and indeed the repeated 
^treaties of his conftltueuis, to l\]i^^o\:\.^mo\;\o\x^o\^^tfc^ 
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il of the tax, and he fliould vote accordingly. He would 
yife the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
relinquifh a tax fo extremely odious and unpopular to fo 
ge a body as the fhop tax was. Unlefs he thought proper 
purfue this meafure, at the divifion of the Houfe he doubt- 
$ would perceive mod of the reprefentatives of counties 
d populous cities and towns giving their voice in oppofition 
his own. The raoft refpedable part 'of the Houfe would 
rink from his fide, and the chief (if not the whole) of his 
ninifhed political phalanx confifl of the members for de- 
?ed and rotten boroughs. 

Mr. Drake ohferved, that, amidft the drudgery of atten- Mr.DnkU 
n to parliamentary bufinefs in a Committee room, it was 
t to be fuppofed that he had enjoyed time to prepare him- 
f with any powerfully -digefted force of argument irr favour 
the motion, and therefore he fhould reft latisfied with en- 
ivouring to make fuch irregular attacks as feemcd requifite 
' the defence of the ground which he defigned to chufe. 
hen the tax was firft propofed, the Houfe were neceflarily 
iged to confider it fpeculatively, and to adk upon what it 
s thought it would produce. Since that time aflertion had 
iome evidence, and experience was oppgfed to theory. It 
1 been proved to be a partial and oppreffive tax, and th© 
met it was repealed the better. He conceived it to be a 
Tonal tax, and not a tax on confumption ; but if it were 
I latter, it was impoffible but that a great deal more money 
uid be levied on the Public than would go into the Exche- 
sr. He reminded the Houfe what had been the cafe when a 
cy on wines, amounting to the rate of one penny the bot- 
I was impofed ; at that time the retailers charged two 
ice, and, in fome cafes, five pence advance on that penny. 
I honourable gentleman had fuggefted, that if fliopkeepers 
re allowed to charge five per cent, intereft on their boot 
Its, it would make them willing to acquiefce under the 
>p tax. For his part, he did not admire that fcheme; be- 
ife he feared the fhopkeeper would, if that were adopted, 
en lofe both principal and intereft. It would be an eafy 

if of fettling accounts to men who owed more than they 
ly could or would pay. When the claim was made, ftich 
n would fay to the fhopkeeper, " Oh ! charge me five per 
cent, intereft ; let the account go on, and make a great ca- 
pital of it !*' and thus the whole would be loft. A repeal 
s the beft way of quieting all fcruples, and fettling all dif- 
fts. He expreffed an ardent wifti to fee two right honour- 
e gentlemen (Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt) united in their coun- 
ts fervice. Were that the cafe, what might he not expeft 
benefit t© Great Britain ! He profefled the moft cnthufiaf* 
admiration of the latter's (Mr. Pitt) vinMt^2^w4\^\^\\\.%, 
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He declared it was not a defire of having his right honourable 
friend facrifice to popularity, that prompted him toadvifex 
repeal of the bill. He was not fo ignorant of the world as to 
remain, at the prefent hour of his life, a ftranger tothetran-. 
fient nature of popularity ; nor, although perfedlly convinced! 
how ploafing to a liberal mind the confcioufnefs of enjoying 
the approbation of the multiiude muft always prove, could 
he fet fo exorbitant a value upon public praife as to become 
miferable in the extreme when he did not enjoy it. 
MnPowys. Mr. Powys remarked,' that as he had not hitherto been fa- 
voured with inftruftions from thofe whom he had the honour 
of reprefenting, it was not to be fuppofed that he could ad- 
drefs the Houle with that degree of authority which accom- 
panied the remarks' of either the worthy magillrate (Sir Wat- 
kin Lewes) who opened the debate, or an honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Thornton) who fpoke laft but one. He had neither 
received any inllructions nor intimations, and therefore he 
fhould look to the petitions on the table, being of opinion 
that the petitions of the People, let them come from whom 
they would, always deferved the refpe£l and attention of every 
member of that Houfe. To the fort of evidence given at the 
bar he had liftened very clofely. He gave the witneffes die 
credit 6f being extremely well informed ; but there were fome 
pofitions of theirs to which he could not reconcile his mind; 
in particular, their declaration that the competition becwccO 
the capital fhopkeeper and the petty Ihopkeeper would pre* 
Tent their enabling themfelves to reimburfe the charge of the 
tax by a diftribution of it on the articles they deal in, was a 
pofition to which his own opinions would never fufFer him to 
aflent. He alfo revolted at the idea of the capital (hopkeepers 
abfoibing the fmaller fiiopkeeper. Why would that be more 
probable in future than it had been hitherto ? There always 
had been both defcriptions ; and the one had the fame degree 
of power over the other, and yet the petty fhopkeepers were 
not ahforbed. He was inclined to confider it as a tax on con- 
fumption, which would in time 6nd its level. He did not 
like, at any rate, to repeal it merely becaufe it was unpopular. 
He recolledcd that the receipt tax was, at one time, equally 
unpopular, and fo v/ould every tax be which raifed a good 
deal of money. If the prefent could be proved to be perfonal, 
it mull be rf'pealed ; but it had not yet been fo proved. A 
tribute of co:ifideraMs applaufe was certainly due to the right 
honouraLIci gentleman (Mr. Pitt) for every ftepin his political 
procedures, nr. far as tlu y refpedled the finances of the nation^ 
from the firft rnomcnt to the prefent of his prcfiding over the 
government of a/Fairs ; nor did any aft entitle him to a greater 
Aare of panegyric than the rapidity with which he' had funded 
"fA* untanirA oebt. Ir\ couc\uf\ou^^i,?o^N^ obferved, that 



\. 1786, DEBATES. -271 

e meant to render himfelf at leaft one exception to the re- 
lark which an honourable gentleman had thought proper to 
lake during the courfe of the debate, that the minifterial 
halanx muft» on the prefent occaiion» confift of the mem« 
ers for decayed and rotten boroughs. In this defcription he 
id not clafs ; and yet his vote would go in oppofition to the 
lotion of the worthy magiftrate. 

Mr. fflUiam Stanhope obferved, that although he enjoyed Mr.Wm, 
[le honour of being a reprefentative for (Kingfton upon Hull) Stanhope 
►ne of the moft extenfive and opulent commercial towns withirl 
he kingdom, his conflituents had not hitherto directed him 
o meet the fhop tax with an oppofing voice; nor indeed 
ould he, for his own part, conceive why fuch an impoft was 
mproper. The fhopkeepers would contrive that the confu- 
ners fliould pay it, and that it miglu be fo laid as to be a fair 
ax. With regard to the prefent tax, it certainly ought to be 
itered. The criterion by which it was laid was molt abfurd. 
[Tie colour of a man's door was juft as certain a rule to judge 
what his fliop was worth. There were a great many people 
vho paid very high rents for their houfes, and yet who did 
/ery little bufmels ; and again, there were others in dire£bly 
the reverfe fituation. He ftated the cafe of Mr. Gray, the 
buckle maker, or feller, in New Bond Street, and oppofed it 
to an artificial-flower maker's fhop in thfe upper part of the 
ftreet. The former did a great deal of bufinefs, and kept his 
^ntry houfe, and the latter did very little, and yet the latter 

fiaid a much higher rent than the former. This was certainly 
lard upon the flower maker. A variety of fimilar inflances 
might be cited. Might not a better end be anfwered, were a 
ihop to become afllefled feparately, valued at a third of the 
rent, and that third taxed in proportion ? 

,Mr. Francis declared he had no intention to embarrafs the Mr.Fraa 
right honourable gentleman in the bufinefs of taxation and cis. 
finance; he difclaimed any fuch idea. He rofe merely to 
(peak in behalf of that lower order of fhopkeepers whofe 
voice was not very likely to reach that Houfe : he meant the 
petty fhopkeepers who dwelt in houfes from 5I. to 15I. a year. 
The fhopkeepers of that defcription mufl be extremely dif- 
trefEd by the tax, and theirs was a cafe which rather appealed 
to the compaflion of the Houfe, than came forward with any 
other ground of appeal. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that it gave him no inconfider^- Mr. Chtn 
ble pleafure to embrace an opportunity of rifing fo fopn after ^^^^' **'" 
an honourable gentleman (Mr. Francis) who had uttered ob- 
fervations which refleiled the higheft credit upon the benevo* 
lence of his heart ; and he trufled that, previous to the con- 
clufion of thofe remarks with which he mufl beg leave to 
trefpafs upon the attention of the Houfe, he (howld corvNvcvcfc 
Vol. XIX. Nn xSsa 
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the honourable gentleman that, upon the prefent occafion, 
his breaft was not deftitute of proper feeling. He entirely 
concurred in opinion with an honourable gentleman who be- 
gan the debate, that the queftion before the Houfe was one 
of the utmoft confequence, but that it alfo lay within a very 
narrow compafs. I'he whole of the objedlions to the tax 
might be clafled under two feparate heads; the one applying 
to the juftice of the Houfe, the other fimply to its compaffion 
and humanity. The firft of thofe obje6tions was, that the 
tax was perfonal j that it was impoflible to lay it on the con- 
fumer ; and that it was of courfe highly partial and oppref- 
five. The other objedkion was, that, in certam cafes, it fell 
with a heavy weight on perfons who were abfolutely incom- 
petent to pay it at all. As to the firft, he declared himfetf 
to labour under very difagreeahle feelings, in beihg obliged to 
avow, that, notwithftanding the very intelligent fnan^er in 
which the witnefles at the bar had given their teftimony, yet 
they had by no means brought home aconvi£iion to bis mind 
of the truth of the grievance of which they complained. He 
was not furprifed at the great refiftance which appeared to be 
g^iven to the meafure, when he confidered how unwilling peo- 
ple were in general to pay any tax at all, and how ftrongly 
their prejudices were excited againft the prefent tax in parti- 
cular, by perfons who had firft found it their intereft to give 
it the moft violent d^ree of oppofition in Parliament, and 
had afterwards endeavoured with all their induftry to impaft 
and communicate that violence to the people dbroad. It had 
originally been argued in favour of the tax, "that it would be 
made to operate as a general impoft upon confumptiori, and ' 
it was now attempted to be proved that it could not be made 
fp to operate, but muft remain a burden on the fhopkeepef. 
The averfion of the ftiopkeepers themfelves was adduced as an 
argument in favour of this conftruflion ; for it was taken for 
granted, that if the fliopkeepei could at all indemnify hi m'->. 
felf, he could do it to an extent out of all proportion greater 
than he was entitled to do, and .therefore that bis difiatisfac- 
tion muft neceffarily arife from the impoffibility of indemni- 
fying himfelf at all. In his opinion, the oppontion co^ld be 
as eafily accounted for from the natural prejuaices of man- 
kind, by which the perfons paying the tax were inclined to 
overtook th« additional profits they might make by an ad- 
vanced price on their commodities, becaufe thofe were fcat- 
tered and minute in their parts, and to lay a greater em^phafis 
en the tax they had to pay, though not' greater in amounti 
becaufe it was to go out of their pockets m a lumping fum. 
The particular part of the queftion, which related to the 
praStlcMYity of laying the amount of the tax on the articles 
of the tradcy appeared lo \\\uv 10 Wnc vcvax. N^\\i\ %teat mifre- 
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prefentation, Jtnd a vety unfair inquiry. He had endeavourecl 
t9 elucidate that inquiry by a queilion which he afktfd'one'of 
the witnefles, whofe anfwer had been alluded to by an honou- 
rable gentleman oppofite to him. The queftion was. By what 
criterion were the charges of the retailers of any commodity 
to be regulated? The anfwer was one to which he could not 
fubfcribe, By the prime coff. If this were the cafe, what re- 
gulated the difference of prices charged by the wholefale dea- 
ler or manufadlurer and the retailer? There were, he appre- 
hended, a variety of confidejations which ought to weigh' 
with a trader in fixing a price on his commodity ; befides the 
prime coft, he was to eftimate the other expences as well as 
the trouble which might attend it ; the bringing it to market, 
and, if it was a commodity unfit for immediate confumption, 
ibe manufadiuring it to a ftate of perfedlion^ were attended 
urith a. degree of labour and attention for which he was to in- 
denuiify hlmfelf by bis price. It was not merely by the 
prime coft that the retail price was to he governed, hut by 
every other incidental expence attending the bufinefs ; fo that 
the retail fhopkeepers might as eafily advance their prices, in 
order to indemnify themfelves from the tax, as they could for 
the piirpofe of anfwering any other charge they might incur. 
The principal topics which could be adduced to prove the 
poflibility of the fhopkeepers to lay on their corti modi ties, 
'without giving an unfair opportunity of competition to the 
more confiderable traders, had been already anticipated, which 
was, that if thofe could meet the inferior dealers in a compe^ 
tition favourable to themfelves with the tax, they alfo do it 
equallv without the tax, and therefore would long fince have 
entirely overborne and abforbed the whole trade to themfelves. 
The nature of the competition in trade was not a competition 
to underfel others, fo much as to (ell at a rate which would 
procure the dealer a proper living profit. What this profit 
was, depended upon the circumftances of the trader, an4 
was that general profit vvhich would enable him to live in a 
Aile fuitable to his ranl^ among people of that clafs ; from 
yvhence it muft appear, that a confiderable trader could not 
eftimate his profits by thofe of another, an inferior one, but 
muft make them keep pace with the proportion between their 
feveral capitals. Thus the inferior trader kept pace in hit 
proportional profit? with the fuperior ; and if the fuperiofr 
.ventured to underfel the inferior, his proportional profit, which 
was in fa£l hi$ living profit, muft becpme diipiniftied, which 
would effeiSlually prevent his attempiing to do fo. — It was 
fpmetbing ejctraordinary fhat it fhofild be contended, either 
that no advance at all could be made in the prices of the arti- 
cles of the retail trade, or that if any advance fliould be 
.JWd«l it muft be tp fuch a degree as would b\iiAeYi ^q?\W(\^ 

Jsf n » ^'^"^ 
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with a tax intinitely greater than that impoftd upon the (hop- 
keeper. Thui^ the principle of competition vas powerful 
enough to enable the trader to praflife a heavy impofition 
againft the Public, but not fufl^ciently to protedt and indem- 
nify himfelf from a fmall burden. But neitl^er of thofe ex- 
tremes were to be cxpeiled ; for, in the firft place, pn the 
principle that every trader expected a general proponional 
profit upon the whole of his capital, adequate to that capital, 
and therefore would not attempt to underifel the inferior tra- 
der, as by fo doing he would diminifh that proportional pro- 
fit ; fo the danger of loflng all their bufinefs would prevent 
any of them from going fo far in increafing their prices as to 
impofe upon the Public in the degree which had been fug- 
gefted. In trades of any peculiar myftery or ft:ill, perfons: 
might endeavour to flretch their profits to an unreafonable' 
length, becaufe no fuch danger of rivalfhip exifted there as^ 
in other cafes ; but, in that particular inftance, to extend' 
the profit too far would leflen the confumption : in the ordi- 
nary courfe of bufinefs, however, any attempt to raife a too' 
exorbitant corn penfat ion on the Public would raife up compe- 
titors, and defeat the objeS. The abfurdity of fuppofing 
that the addition of a fmall burden on the fhopkeepers would' 
in any degree deftroy the general level df trade, moft appear 
to thofe who fliould refle<5 upon the diflferehce between the 
rents of houfes at the prefent time from what they werp 
thirty ypars ago, and from what they poflibly might be thirty 
years hence; and this increafe fhould be confidered ih the 
fame poiqt of view as the prefent tax, with this difference^ 
that the proportion of the tax was in favour of the lower or- 
ders of fliopkeepers ; whereas the increafe of rents had n<^ 
fuch proportion. Did this increafe then give any unfair ad- 
vantage to the fuperior fhopkeeper ? If fo, how had the infe- 
rior ones kept their ground ? And if they could keep their 
ground againfl a general rife in rents, why not equally in the 
circumdaince of an additional tax, not general aiid equal, but 
Cjilculated to maintain a proportion favburable to the poorer 
aaffes ? Hence it muft follow, that the general principle of a 
proportionate profit to' the capitals of^he different' traderi 
would prevent a competition dangerous and defiruftive to tbb 
inferior /hppkeepers ; and that the natural difpofition of all 
traders to endeavour at a competition, where it could be done 
confiftenit with that principle, would prevent a too exorbitant 
compenfation frc»m being raiifed upon the Public. It had becii 
argued, that tKe rent of the houfe was not a fair criterion to 
judge of the degree of trade carried on by each ihdivid'uar; 
but it Was the faireft rnetho'd by which ii could be afcertaincd; 
for if one ihopkeeper paid thiirty pounds a year for a houfe of 
equal diaiexiiions to that tot \9u\d1 ^oxX^ti^ m Vk(s-advaii- 
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tageous fituation, paid only twenty, they a£led fo certainly 
etther with a view of felling more articles, or of getting a 
higher price for thofe they did fell : if the trader fold more, 
then certainly his ftiop, independent of the houfe, was, in 
fa<a, more valuahle, and of courfe more an ohjedl of taxa- 
tion ; but if he fold at a higher rate, then certainly it could' 
riot be contended hut that there was a pofllhility for a tradef- 
man to indemnify himfelf for any extraordinary expence he 
xbight be at by an advance of his prices ; and he would not 
hppoie that any gentleman would attempt to argue that a 
tradefman could apportion the fum of ten pounds, to be made 
up by an advance of price on his trade, and yet be at a lofs to 
indemnify himfelf for a tax infinitely lefs, and which bore a 
proportion decidedly in favour of the inferior dealer. It was 
worthy of obfervation, how the native force of rcafon» in 
j^me inftances, without felf-confcioufnefs, got the better of 
prejudice. An honourable gentleman (Alderman and mem- 
ber for the city of London) had ftated it as impoflibic for ^ny 
trader to indemnify himfelf for a tax, by raifing the price of 
his commodities; but flill the honourable Alderman, on a 
fubjeA. in which his particular paflion and interefls were not 
engaged, had fhewn, in the courfe of the evening, that he 
was not in reality fo ignorant of the operations of taxation 
as he had pretended ; for when, in a former debate, it had 
been fuggefted, that, by impofing a tax of ten (hillings per 
ton on Dutch fifhing veflels, the city of London might be 
deprived of her fupply of a certain favourite article, the ho- 
inourable Alderman had anfwered the objeftion by obferving, 
that there was no danger of the market being deferted ; for 
if our ownfifhermen did not fupply it fufficiently, the Dutch 
would, notwithftanding the duty, bring in their turbot, and 
indemnify themfelves for the additional ten fliillings per ton 
impoft by adding it to the price of the fifli. Such an argu^ 
ment was the more fingular, as it was made on the very eve 
of a debate in which the honourable member, no doubt, was 
prepared to hold one of a direflly contradi6lory nature. An 
honourable gentleman, for whofe opinion he had the highefl 
refpeft, obferved, that we had now experience inftead of 
theory, apd evidence inflead of afTertion, to convince us of 
the injuftice of the tax ; but as to experience, we had as ytt 
had none, for the tax had been paid but in a very few in- 
ftances ; and befides, we could not exped to find the event of 
fuch a fubjisil completely fulfilled until time fhould have fuf- 
fered the trade afifeSed by the tax to have fubfided to its level. 
As to the evidence produced, it was in fa6l nothing but afTer- 
tipp, and the afTertion of men labouring under flfong preju- 
dices ; fo that, upon the whole, he could fee no reafon for 
agreeing to the motion for a total repea^l, Vioviexet \t vcw^x. 
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become proper to mitigate the tax in feme inffampes. This 
brought him to a fecond dais of obje£tion» which was the 
beavy burden it impofed upon perfons abfolutely incapable,, 
and on others not very well qualified to hear it. From mo* 
tives of compaffion to perfons whom he fhould wi(h to pro* 
tt£t and cheriih as a very deferving, and though not an opu* 
lent, a refpe£tabie part of the community, he was extrcxnely 
willing entirely to remit the tax to {uchfas were fo poor as to 
be excufed the payment of parifh rates ; and thofe who came 
next to them in their title to pity, and though not quite fo 
indigent, were nearly unable to pay it: fuch ihoukt, with 
his confent, be confiderably eafed. Thofe perfons muft be 
afcertained by their rents being under twenty or twenty*five 
pounds. ^Tbus the very pooreft clafs would become wholly 
exonerated, and that immediately above it materially re- 
lieved. But in confenting to this, he was dire<^ed folelv by 
motives of humanity, and not by any confiderations ot tlie 
impropriety of the principle of the bill, which he continued 
to approve, notwithiVanding all the efibrts which had been 
made to depreciate and condemn it. If he could be convinced 
that the tax were really obje(^ionable, he would moijl cbear* 
fully acquiefce in its repeal ; and he fuppofed there was no 
gentleman in the Houfe that would for a moment heiltate to 
comply with the wifiies of the inhabitants of the city in 
which they all lived. For his own part, he declared that he 
would by no means refill their defires nu^rely becaufe the meav 
fure was originally of his own framing ; and he was happy 
%o fay, that if gentlemen ihould really think the tax eitha: 
pppreffive or unjufl, that the fituation of the public finances 
were not fuch as could afford them any excufe for perfifting 
in it; but he flattered himfelf that he was not fo far miftakea 
in his opinion^ of the generofity and fpirit of his countrymen 
as that the relief which he was ready to grant to the more in- 
digent part of them would not give ample fatisfa£lioD to th^ 
more opulent, and make them chearfully acquiefce in the 
burden which (if the Houfe thought proper) they were fiill to 
bear. But he begged leave to warn the Houfe againft a too* 
ready compliance with a requifition for the repeal of a tax, 
as it might form a precedent to endanger every branch of the 
revenufSJ ; for it was- difficult to find any tax whatfoeveTj 
^gainft which very plaufible exceptions might not be majde, 
and from which many people would not be found averfe. On 
the fubjeft of the propofed modifications he /hould fay little, 
becaufe if the Houfe agreed to the total repeal, it woul4 
prove ufelefs ; and if they did not, the modifications and ex* 
emptions would become fufficient. It had been^ propofed tp 
value the fhops at one third of the rent of the houfe ; bi^t 
fhis would anfwff nq^dlo^Ntxtds tt^uUtingthp tax; ])ecauJ[e 
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the proportional value, according to that eftimate, would ftill 
be uniform, and therefore the tax on each mufl bear the fame 
ratio ; but if they were otherwife, an honourable friend of his 
(Mr. Stanhope) had fhewn an exception in the indance of two 
houfes;'the ihop belonging to one of which did not amount 
to above one-tenth part of the value of the whole, whereas 
in the other the fhop was worth one half. As to the allowing 
fliopkeepers intereft for their book debts^ (which, however it 
might be a compenfatlon, was certainly no modification of 
the tax) he thought, in fome points of view, it would prove 
defirable, and he would willingly comply with it ; but he ap« 
prehended it was what the traders themfelves did not wifh for. 
A worthy Alderman (Mr. Hammett) felt warmly under the 
impreflion of the prejudice which obvioufly poffefled his mind; 
biit if the po(itions which he had laid down were admitted, 
as to what was not a fair principle of taxation, nine tenths 
of our revenue mud be given up as built upon an erroneous 
principle. Perhaps a perfeverance in the attempt to give {la- 
bility to the fhop tax would either prevent the flighteft ac- 
quifition of popularity, or leflen, if not annihilate, whatever 
Inare of it might, at any preceding period, have been ac- 
quired; yet, although no circumftance could prove more flat- 
tering to his heart tbaii the enjoyment of the approbation of 
his fellow fubjefts, nor any endeavour become a ftronger ob- 
' jc£l of his mind than that which tended to earning from their 
generous partiality a tribute of honourable praife, the wel- 
come, the dear reward of having confuited their aflual wel- 
fare, he fhould prefer (what, in his humble opinion, he might 
deem) their interefts to their gratifications, and their real fer- 
Vfce to their imaginary caufes for contentment. The impor- 
tant duties of his ftation fliould never, even for a moment, 
lofe their firft afcendency in his recolleftion ; and, amidlt the 
principles which a becoming idea of the weight of thefe muft 
naturally infpire, he would regard all marks of popular ap- 
plaufe as merely perfonal confiderations, and therefore not 
worthy to weigh a fingle feather in the fcale againfthis efforts 
to procure, on grounds of unexceptionable juftice, advan- 
tages for the revenue. 

-Mr. Fox faid, that the right honourable gentleman who Mr. Fox, 
fpoke'Iaft might reft alTured that he admitted, without even 
the fligheft exception, the juflice of his arguments in favour 
of the neceffity of perpetually endeavourmg to introduce, 
and to promote advantages for the national revenue, and of 
refufing (pnlefs the moft powerfuUy-unanfwerable reafons 
could juftify a contrary procedure) to relinquifli a tax, from 
the produce of which he might have reafon to expeft a fum 
of great amount. So fully was he perfuaded that Im fecvu- 
ment became not only every mihifter, but eveiv tivft«v\i^^ ^^ 
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that Houfe ; and fo deeply was he, at the fame time, con< 
vincedy that, in matters of finance, and of taxation, the un- 
popularity of any 'particular impofl ought not to he the rea- 
fon for its being abandoned : that much as he profefled of re- 
fpeft for his conftituents of Weftminfter, and ftill more, a$ 
he felt of regard and reverence for thofe whom he confidered 
as his firft conftituents, the people at large, whofe mtereftshc 
held himfelf bound to watch orer, and, as far as in him lay, 
to guard, protcft, and defend within thofe walls ; yet, not- 
withftanding the numerous petitions on the table, and not- 
withftanding the inftrudlions which he had received from 
thofe whom he immediately reprefented, and their known 
wifhes, he made no fcruple to declare, that he would have 
fupported the right honourable gentleman in refifling a mo- 
tion for the repeal of the fhop tax, had he not been fully con- 
vinced that the tax was radically bad ; that it was founded in 
the groiTefl; partiality and injuftice ; and that no modification 
whatfoever, much lefs the fort of modification propofed by 
the right honourable gentleman, could cure its defe<5ts, or 
render it fit to be endured. The motion for its repeal fliould, 
therefore, have his firm fupport, and in giving his vote for a 
repeal of the a£t in toto, he hoped he fhould not be confidered 
as an enemy to the revenue. When the tax had been origi- 
nally propofed, he obje£led to it, and then declared, that, 
though the right honourable gentleman chofe to call it a fhop 
tax, it was in faA an additional houfe tax, partially applied to 
houfes, of which fhops made a part. That was undoubtedly 
the ftate of the cafe, and confequently it was not the firft, 
but the fecond fhop tax ; for the tax on houfes had operated 
partiallv, and to the difadvantage of fhopkeepers ; inafmuch 
as fhopkeepers, compared to all other defcriptions of houfe- 
holders, paid by far the highefl rents oiF any perfons in the 
kindom. To lay a new burden on the fhoulders of that de- 
fcription of people, who were too heavily burdened bcfoit, 
was opprefTive and unjufl; that, therefore, were there no 
other, was a flrong reafon, and indeed it ought to operate 
as an unanfwerable one with the Committee for agreeing to 
the motion for a repeal of the ail:. The right honourable 
gentleman had put the cafe, that if houfes were to rife in rent 
confiderahly all over the kingdom fome years heoce, what 
would then be the fituation of fhopkeepers, and would thejr 
have any reafon to complain that they paid higher rents than 
they did at prefent ? If the right honourable gentleman meant 
merely that if money grew cheaper, and all forts of pro- 
perty fetched a larger proportion of money in price propor- 
tionably, in that cafe, things would jufl remain in the fitua- 
tion in which they flood at prefent ; but if the right honour- 
able gentleman ineunt (^a^ud fo vudtdL he muft mean, if be 
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liieant any thing) that the houfes of fhopkeepers only were 
at any given period to be raifed in their rents all over thd 
lihgdom, he .had then very fairly defcribed the additional » 

tax in qucftion, the fhop tax, becaufe that ta5t Operating upon 
Ihojpkeepers only, did what the right honourable- gentleman 
had ftated: it raifed the rents and fwelled the capitals of 
ihopkeepers* houfes all over the kingdom, at the fame time 
that it raifed the retnts of no othei: houfes. How extremd 
was the injuftice of felefting that ufeful body of people, 
the fhopkeepers, a? objeits of not only feparate and difliiidl, 
but dppreffive and unjufl taxation. With regard to the 
right honourable gentleman's two points, (which he had la- 
boured fo much to eftablifh) that the tax was not perfdnal, 
and that it might be laid on the confumer by the ihopkeeper 
^ho paid it in the firft inflance, both thofe pofitions mufV he 
deny in the mofl unequivocal m^lnner, ancl declare that the 
tax was a direft perfonal tax on the fliopkeeper, and that it 
was utterly impofTible for him to repay himfelf by laying it 
^n the confumer, without putting tlie Public not merely to 
five times the charge of it, as an honourable member near 
bim Jiad flated to have been the cafe in regard to the duty 
impofed on wine fome years fmce, but to forty, or perhaps 
one hundred times the charge. On this oecafion, he muft 
beg leave to remind the Committee, that nothing could be 
more eafy than to afcertain exadlly to what the fum of addi- 
tional duty per hogfhead upon wine came, and what woula 
■prove the' amount of that duty when divided into gallons^ 
and from gallons into bottles. If, then, in a cafe To eafy, 
obvious, and intelligible, the retail dealer had barefacedly 
charged the Public five times as much for every bottle as he 
paid to the Exchequer, what an advantage muft not be un- 
avoidably made where the diftribution of the tax was pri- 
vately laid on a variety of fmall articles ? In fa6t, the con- 
fumer, if he paid the tax at all, muft imperceptibly and in- 
fenfibly, even to the fliopkeeper, pay it over, and over, and 
lOver again ; but he defied the right honourable gentleilian to 
-prove that any fhopkeeper either had, or could charge it to 
the confumer. Being, therefore, undoubtedly a perfonal 
tax, he fhould advife the right honourable gentleman, in this 
•irtftance at leaft, to give way, and offer fome tax, lefs ex- 
'ceptionable, in its ftead. He had himfelf, when the fubjeft 
■was under difculTion iaft fefTion, mentioned a tax which he 
"had thought preferable, though he was very ready to admit, 
that the tax to which he alluded was extremely open to ex- 
ception. He meant a new general houfe tax. That he 
thought, exceptionable as it was, was lefs exceptionable than 
the Ihop tax. In point of except ionablenefs, \X. wvxs.cVX^^-^ 
{o, as that it would bear harder on fl\opkeei[iets X.\\;xu cyc\ ^w^j 
' Vol. XIX. O o o\\v^^ 
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other perfons,. becaufe they paid higher rents (as he had ob- 
ferved before) than any other defcription of houfeholders. 
In fliort, the tax was fo radically bad, that no modificatiort 
could cure .its defeSs. The right honourable gentleman, hi 
the greater part of his argument, had gone to prove that the 
tax was not perfonal, atid that it muft find its level and fall 
f>n the confumer. If this were true, what was there to re- 
commend his modifications ? The right honourable gentleman 
had ftated that he WQuld take oiF and modify the portion of 
the tax to be paid by all fhopkeepers who lived in houfes at 
' lefs rents than twenty and twenty-five pounds, which would 
• confiderably lighten the load, and exonerate the ihopkeepen 
Would it ? Of what would it exonerate him ? Of the money 
paid by the confumer ! For if the confumer was tb pay the 
whole of the tax, the confumer would be exonerated by the 
modification propofed, arid not the fltopkeeperr In like 
manner, the generous and cqmpaffionate bounty of the right 
honourable gentleman, in fd£l, amounted to nothing ; be» 
caufe if the confumer realiy paid the tax, the poor fliojT* 
keeper, who was not to pay towards the tax, if he was ex* 
cufed the payment of parochial taxes, was excufeH from pay-- 
ing that which, according to the right honourable gentleman's 
argument, was to come out of the pocket of another. The 
right honourable gentleman had thought proper to hazard the 
remark, that the tax would, no doubt, find its level ; but that 
the fhopkeepers had not yet found out how to 'make its diftri-' 
bution. This was an extraordinary thing to fay of men, the 
daily bufinefs of whofe lives was to lay out large fums to pur- 
chafe articles in the grofs, and to draw back and colledl the 
fums fo expended by a multitude of minute profits. How 
flrange and idle to impute the fort of ignortoce in queflion to 
thofe men, who, of all others, were moil in the habits of 

' making fuch a diftribution as that which it had been faid they 
had not difcovered how to make ! In fa6t, the laying the ta< 
on the confumer at all was impoffible. Upon this occafion be 
ihould inftance his own receipt tax, which every body knew 
was to this day paid by the perfon who received the money, 

' although he had a legal right to oblige the {}erfon paying it to 
pay for the receipt. Mr. Fox declared, that though he did 
not pretend to be above popularity, but, on the contrary^^ 
was fhocked and afFedted when it fell to his-Iot to become un* 
popular, yet he would, at all times, in fpite of unpopularity, 
fland up an advocate for a tax after it was once propofed, un- 
lefs, as in the prefent inflance, he thought the tax radically 
bad, and unfit to remain unrepealed. The prefent tax was a 
perfonal tax, and at the fame time partook of the nature of a 
tax on the confumer in the worft manner, becaufe it left the 

power of diftribution lok\^ \o x\\^ Axfcituon'of the fhop- 
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keeper, and what was more exceptionable, to be by him fe* 
.cretly ex^rcifcd. The requifite to make a perfonal tax pala- 
table was, to lay it fo that its operation (liould be genera), if 
not univerfaU The fervants' tax was an unexceptionable per- 
fonal tax, but (he feared) ill colleded. The argument of a 
worthy Alderman (Mr. Hammett) was certainly well ground- 
ed in regard to the principle of taxation, though it went a 
great way farther than he was ready to go upon the fubjeft ; 
but the right honourable gentleman (bethought) went much 
'farther himfelf, when he had afferted that nine tenths of the 
.revenue depended upon taxes raifed upon the principle which 
the honourable Alderman had reprobated : the principle of 
impofing mere perfonal taxes, and thofe fuch as did not affc;5l 
• themfelves. Whenever taxes were under confideration, one 
material Hefeft in the conflrudlion of that Houfe manifefteJ 
itfelf, and that was, that the city of London, which paid, in 
.general, fo large a fharc of all the taxes, had not a greater 
.proportion of reprefentatives to fecure it its due weight in d^- 
jtermming of what taxes fliould confifl. The right honoura- 
.We gentleman, notwithllanding, deferved a tribute of ap- 
,plau(e for fuch modifications as he intended to introduce; 
and, for his own part, under a total averfion from the whole 
. pf the bill, he fliould be glad to difcover that, with the aid of 
. the right honourable gentleman, fome portion of it might be- 
xrome repealed, if it were vain to hope to fee it aftually 
thrown out of Parliament. An event of this laft defirahle 
and happy nature would refcue the fliopkeepers of London 
;^nd Weftminfter from the burden of an almoft intolerable 
grievance. Anxious to emancipate them from fuch unmerit- 
. cd oppreffion, he felt it a duty which, upon the prefent occa- 
sion, he fliould mofi: chearfully fulfil, to vote in favour of 
the motion for an abfolute repeal of the a6l pafled during the 
. courfe of the preceding feffion. 

Sir Gregclry-Page Turner declared that he had laft year voted sir G. P, 
. for the tax confcientioufly, but that he fliould now vote for its Turner. 
repeal, iis the a6i: was partial, in not including wbolefale 
/dealers. 

Mr. Alderman Watfon declared that he rofe not to call upon Mr. AM. 
:the compafTionate feelings- of the Houfe, but upon its juftice, Watfon. 
. to which the fliopkeepers of London and Weftminfter had 
fubmiflively appealed. An honourable Baronet (Sir Edward 
. Aftley) had obferved, that he was againft the tax being re- 
pealed, as the fliopkeepers had entered into a combination to 
defeat the receipt tax. Tliis he was glad to hear, becaufe it 
put the matter on its true ground. It feemed, then, that 
the Houfe had voted the tax c«i a principle of vindiSivenefs, 
and in order to punifh the fliopkeepers of Londoi) for having 
.^^red to difapprove of a former tax. 

Qq % ^^^^ 
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Mr. Aia. Mr. Alderpian Tcu^njhend now rofe, apd declared, that he 
Townfhend ^ould not avoid calling the honourable msmber who fpokp 
laft to order, and reminding him, that a declaration that the 
jiopfe ever impofed taxes op the fuhjedls from a principle of 
puniihnient iand vindiSivenefs, difcpvered that kind of free- 
dom which mufl be deemed infu^erable within the walls of 
Parliament. 

This point having been adjufted, 
Mr. AM. Mrl Alderman Towfjhend rofe a fecond time, and remarked, 
TowiJ/hcnd that the tax had from the firft been called an unjuit and op. 
pre^ivetak; aflertion was now evidence; the right honoura- 
ble gentleman had origipally opened it as a tax of a perfonal 
natuie, and had, at the fame time, talked of aholifliihg haw- 
kers and pedlars, as a compenfation to the fhopkecpers ; but 
it was clear tliat'the abolifhing hawkers and pedlafs yvpul4 
liave been no cotnpenfaiion to the flippjceepers of London and 
\Veftmmfter, This idea, jn that form, was confequeiitly 
linjuft, becaufe the tax operated oppreffively chiefljr in the 
inetropolis, and there no compenfation* exifted at all. THe 
idea, however, was afterwards changed, and, inflead of haw- 
kers and pedlars being aboliflv d, the dofliine that the fliop 
tax would be paid by the cohfiimer was taken up and nnain- 
tained. The tax, therefore, had been iniroduced upon a fal- 
lacious principle, and on that ground of ohjf c^ion, vie re there 
no other, it ought to be repealed In ordt-r to prove how ill 
founded the do£lrine was, that tl e (hop tax vvr.s a tax on conr 
fumption, he mufl remind the Houfe'of the increaie of the 
Jand tax, and afk if any gentleman could give an inftance that 
;i load of hay, of corn, or of flraw, had te ched more on ac- 
count of the increaTe of the land tax ? In like manner, if a 
gentleman raifed the rent of his farm, and the farmer brought 
ii load of the produce to market, would he not be laughed at 
if he were to demand an inordinate price, and taalledge asa 
reafon for /b doing that he paid a high rent? Every perfon 
knew that the farmer muft, in that cafe, be governed in his 
demand by the fair average and ordinary market price ot the 
day. With refpe£l to wool and cloth, could a dealer in eithei: 
get more for his wool .per tod, or his cloth per yard, on the 
plea of his payipg an increafed rent ? He wpuld give the righf 
honourable gentleman warning' in time of his danger :' if the 
tax were not repealed, he could have nocbnceptipii of the ex- 
treme odium which he would incur throughout the kingdom. 
Its partiality was iirtolerable. What muft the petty checfe- 
liionger in Bifli'opfgate Street, who lived next' door to Mr# 
Long's, and could fcarcely afford to live on his own cheefe 

{>aring*s, think, when he daily faw Mr. Long drive out, lol- 
irig in his coach a? his eafe, and knew that he did not pay a 
'" - ^' ■ ■" ' • ' \feinij 



A. 1786. D E A B T E is. aSi 

^nny towards the (hop tax, though he was forced to contri- 
bute to it himfelf ? 

. Mr. Qri^sby faid, that, old fafhioned as the cuftom appear- Mr. Gngf- 
cd, he was determined to obey the inflru6lions of his conlH- by» 
tuents : he role, therefore, to declare, that he had confuJted 
them, and that, upon meeting the /hopkeepers of the two 
largeft towns in the county [Suffolk J he had the honour to 
reprefent, they were generally fatisfied with the tax, and de- 
clared, that if it were extended to other dcfcriptions of 

t traders, fuch as warehoufemen and bankers, they fhould be- 
pome ftill more fatisfied. Another matter that was foreign 
to the fubjedl then under difcuffion*, Mr. Grigfby faidy he 
Wifhed to fpeak to. When the queflion of reform had been 
;n debate laft feffion, he was out of the houfe, and was abfent 
about twenty minutes. During this abfence, he underflood, 
that a noble Lord, not then in his place, had rifen and no- 
priced to the Houfe, that he had feen fome advertifements 

• ^gned by a member of that Houfe, inviting his conftituents 
to furnifh him with inftruftions on the queftion of reform ; 
but as that member had not faid a word, nor was there any pe- 
tition on the table from Suffolk, he prefumed that county 
vra$ content with the exifting flate of the reprefentatioii. 
The hSt (Mr. Grigfby added) was, that he had, in confc- 
/quence of his advertifements, feen his conflituents at the 
time; that they had affigned their reafons for declining to 
convene a meeting of the county, and had left it to him to 
ad as he thought proper. 

Mr. Alderman Newnham obferved, that it appeared to him Mr. Al*. 
to be a very extraordinary cafe fqr the freeholders of the Ncwnham. 
county of Suffolk to have inftrudted their reprelbntative to 
recommend it to the Houfe, inftead of repealing the fhop 
tax, to 'extend it to warehoulemen and bankers. There was 
not, he believed, any warehoufemen in the county, and not 
above two bankers. It was extraordinary that any member 
for a county fhould have purfued fo wld Ti me.»fure 

Mr. Grigiby declared that he had faid thejhopteepersj not Mr. Grigf- 
ihe freeholdersy of Suffolk had told hmi that they fhould be ^y* 
glad if the tax were extended to warehoufemen and bankers. 
/ Sir Richard Hill faid, that he prefented a petition, praying Sir Richard 
for a repeal of the fhop-tax a£l, from the county of Salop, ^*^* 
and that he had come down determined to vote for the repeal ; 
but the modifications the right honourable gentleman had pro- 
pofed would (he had no fort of doubt) reconcile the fhop- 
keepers of Shr^wfbury, and indeed of every town in the 
county, to the tax. He, therefor^, fhould vote ag:^infl: the 
ppeal. 

Mr. Macnamara obferved, that he had, in like manner, Mt. M>ft. 
leceiycd inRrnetms from his pQn&ituwis Vo noU Iqi x\ve ^^-^^^^^ 
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peal ; but he believed, that had they bcen^wate of the pro- 
pofed modifications, they would have gladly accepted of the 
tax upon thofe terms. He, therefore, Ihouid vote againftthe 
entire repeal of the a<9:. ^ 

The Committee now divided — j 

Ayes ------•. ^gj 

Noes -*•------! 76 

Majority - - 83 
The Chairman was direfted to report ; and, as i'oon as the 

Houfe was refumed, the report was ordered to be brought up 

on the morrow. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

FriJay^ 3d March. 

Mr. Barkc. Mr. Burh begged leave to fubmit to the moft ferions atteih 
tion of the Houle, the fubje6ts of motions which had been 
made for papers relative to particular tranfaftions in the Eaft 
Indies, tjpon this occafion, he confidered it as his duty ear- 
neftly to repeat, that thefe motions were unavoidably requifitc 
for ths acquifition of papers which belonged to the whole body 
of charges, and without which iit would prove impoffible to go 
fully and fairly into the inveftigation of this important mat? 
ter ; he trufted, therefore, that no objedlion would arife agatnft 
their being granted. He fhould make three motions, all," in 
a great mealure, connected with each other. They went to 
the treaty of peace with the Mahrattas, and were for the pur- 
pofe of bringirtg into evidence proofs requifire to eftablifh the 
charges againft Mr. Haftings in that particular tranfaAion, 
His firft motion, to which he hoped to receive the concurrence 
pf a majority, was^ '^ Tlxit there be laid before this Houfe, 
** copies or duplicates of all papers relative to the laft peace 
" with the Mahrattas, or any demand made by the Mahrattas 
*' concerning the ceffion or reftoration of any territories now 
" in the pofleflion of the Company, or its allies, or of the 
** payment 'of any chout, (or fourth part of the revenues) or 
** of any fum in lieu thereof, or concerning any payment of 
** money, or loan, to any of the faid Mahrattas, made or paid 
*« fincethe ift of January, 1779." 

Mr. Dan- Mr. Dundas remarked, that as the contents of the papers; 

<bs. for which the right honourable gentleman thought fit to move 

muft, if rendered public, occafion that matter to tranfpiie 
which ought, from motives of the foundeft policy, to remaiik 
an aflual fecret to all the powers of the Eaft Indies, he, for 
his own part, was determined fteadily to oppofe ft> dangerous 
a propofi tion. All this refiftance was due from him, iacon-* 
fequencG of his altachmetvl^ Xo tias mv^^Ti?^^ ^1 loia countrt ; 
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for the fake of which he could not fubmit to fee carried into 
the world a full (or even a contra6ted) relation of circum- 
flances refpeiting any of thofe fteps which led to the conclu* 
fion of the peace with the Mahrattas. Firft, he fhould take 
the liberty to aver, that the late peace in India had never be- 
come the obje£l of complaint, but merited, and it received, 
every man's applaufe. The benefits arifing from it were 
great ; they vvere, in faiSl, the falvation of the Britifli empire 
in^Afia. That peace broke one of tbe moll powerful confe- 
deracies ever formed againft our pofleflions there ; and had it 
not been concluded in the manner in which Mr. Haftings fo 
happily effeded it, our power in that part of the world muft 
certainly have experienced it$ total diflblution. The plans 
imder which this happy event was efFefted were extremely- 
improper to be made public, becaufethey led to difcoveries of 
the means by which the different confederate powers were ren- 
dered jealous of each other ; to the intrigues by which the 
Rajahs were induced to diflblve their league againft the Bri- 
tifli empire; and they would bring out fecrets of infidelity 
which muft tend to do the moft material injuries to our inte«- 
refts. It was impoffible to feparate the motion fo as to effeft 
the purpofe which it fought, without incurring the evils 
which he forefaw, and therefore he fhould not comply with 
its terms. The Houfe might fay to Mr. Haftings, You fhall 
not ftate this : you fhall not ft ate that in your defence, be- 
caufe it muft deeply affedt our interefts in India ; but when 
"Mr. Haftings comes upon his trial, who is it can prevent him ^ 

from going into the fubje6l of the Mahratta peace at large, 
and broadly ftating whatever he knew ? The difcuffion of the 
Mahratta peace would lead to a difcovery of what alliances 
wc had formed in India, and to a full inveftigation of the poi» 
litics of that country ; matters very improper to becoihe re- 
vealed to foreign powers. From motives of fuch uncommon 
cogency muft he contend againft the requifitions of the right 

lionourable gentleman ; nor did he doubt but that the Houfe, 
fenfible of the propriety, and even the ncceffity, of fuch a 
refiftance, would, upon this occafion, honour him with their 

Tupport. 

. Mr. Fredtric Montagu obferved, that, under his ufual ideas Mr. Frci 
that whatfoever arguments nfiight be delivered by the righ]t Montagu* 
honourable and learned gentleman who fpoke laft, they muft 
command attention, it was not without fatisfac3ion that he 
difcovered his refiftance to the motion placed folely upon a 

■public ground, where the decifion with refpeft to its pro- 
priety might prove entirely unexceptionable. The right ho- 

*nourable gentleman (Mr. Burke) had come forward as a de- 
termined accufer, and the charges which he madcconta^laed 

*" neither lijght nor no\A matter. The fubjcCtW^ Xi^^iv ^\^- 
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cofled for a number of years, and before many Gommittees. 
The right honourable gentleman's abilities fhone with more 
than common fplendour in the bufinefs j his diligence and at* 
tention were unwearied. But, notwithftanding this perfeve- 
rance, and thefe virtues, he much feared, that, like many 
other great perfons, he muft truft to pofterity for the benefit 
of his labours ; for there feemed little probability of bringing 
this point to iflue in his lifetime. As to the danger arifing 
from the difclofure of thp circumftances of the MahratU 
peace, he really faw it not in the light in which it was at- 
tempted to be placed by the right honourable and learned 
gentleman. He hardly could perceive how the mixed govern- 
ment of the Indian princes fhould enter into the detail of 
the parliamentary proceedings in England. If the minute 
papers were moved for, there was a negative put on the mo- 
tion ; there was an end to all inquiry. What was to become 
of juftice, if the ftrong hand of the Minifter was raifed on 
fuch occafions againft the attainment of equity ? If, on the 
' prefent occafion, he took the liberty to ufe the word Mini- 
fter, it was not without a tolerably well-grounded fuppoCtion, 
that, not merely upon this, but upon leveral other political 
occafions, the right honourable and learned gentleman came 
forward as effeSively the Minifter. In conclufion, Mr. Mon- 
tagu faid, that, for the reafons which he had already ftated^ 
he was determined to give the motion of his right honourable 
friend an aflenting vote. 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Burte contended that the objeflions of the right ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman went not only to the firft 
motion, but ftrongly and direftly to the other two; and he 
was the more furprifed at this oppofition, when he confrafled 
his conduft in the year 1782 with his proceedings in the year 
1786. The amafing change of opinion on the fame fubjeft • 
carried to the mind a kind of aftoniihment, that, in fo fliort 
a time, fo great a difference 6f fentiment could become ef- 
fefled. As to the arguments ufed by the right honourable 
and learned gentleman in fupport of the refufal of the mo- 
tions, they had, when confidered, a moft ftrange appearance. 
They went to this — that the papers could not be granted, be- 
caufe they would prove how and in what manner the diflFerent 
powers in India had been facrificed to each other. Thefe 
were not indeed the exa£l words, but they conftituted the 
meaning to the full extent. Thus extraordinary was the 
caufe aifjgned for endeavouring to prevent the papers from an 
appearance upon the table of the Houfe ; but if the reafoning 
of the right honourable and learned gentleman had any force 
at all, it ftruck down his ftrange pofition, that the papers 
ought not to be produced at all. 

Mr. 
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Mr.Dundas called Mr. Burke to order. He inCfted that Mr. Dun- 
lie never entertained an idea of the powers in India being in- das. 
daced to betray each other by the circumftances under which 
the Mahratta peace was effected. 

Mr. Burhe anfwered, that nothing was fo far diftant from Mr. Burke 
his intentions as to engage in merely verbal altercations. Of 
little confequence was it whether we had prevailed upon the 
powers in the Eaft Indies reciprocally to betray one another. 
Or jvhether we had betrayed to them every ally we had in that 
part of the world. If the right honourable gentleman meant 
to do Mr. Haftirigs a fervice in refuCng to let thofe papers be 
laid upon the table, he (hould have begun with eftablifhing 
that there was no guilt in the tranfa<aions ; that our allies 
were not brtrayed ; and that our engagements and promifes 
had all been fulfilled with the princes who had fo ftrongly 
tbarged us with breaking them. It happened rather unfor- 
tunate for the right honourable and learned gentleman, that 
his own words were the ftrongeft teftimony againft his argu- 
ments, and this he hoped to prove. It had been argued on a 
fonner day, that if the prefent inquiry was to leek after 
cringes, the papers could not be granted ; but that if a direct 
tharge was made, there fhould not be any obje6lion. That 
fpecific charge was not brought forward : it was committed 
in detail to writing ; and if the right honourable and learned 
gentleman wiflied to hear it, it fhould be read to him. In- 
deed great part of it muft be in the right honourable and 
learned gentleman's recolledlion, if he turned to the Report 
iof that Committee in which he once was fo a£live a member; 
but little notice fhould be taken of what thofe people fay 
Whd fo eafily forget. The matter, however, was of too fe- 
irious a nature to be dropped, becaufe he had flopped the right 
honourable and learned member's memory. It mufl, he faid, 
and it fhould be brought forward, if there was a pofTibility 
of obtaining juflice in Parliament. Indeed the prefent objec- 
tion to the motion for neceflary papers carried with it an ill 
omen, and portended, that, in all niatters of flate, it would 
be impofTible to bring high delinquents to an ii}apartial trial, 
when Minifters put a negative upon the evidence that was 
heceflary to that purpofe. As to the excufe which the right 
honourable and learned gentleman made of the Mahratta 
peace being fo falutary, and fo honourable, he denied the juf- 
tice of the afTertion, and took upon himfelf to declare, that 
it was the direft contrary, and that our national honour and 
reputation were facrificed in that very peace. It was to prove 
this, and to bring the charge diredily home to Mr. Haflings, 
that, the prefent motion was made. The charge was of a po- 
litical nature : the crimes were political ; and therefore the 
politics of both countries wwe involved in l\i^ ^Nttvx.. 'W^a 
Vol. XIX. P p oV^^Kv^tv 
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objeftion of bctrayisg politics was, therefore, frivolouS| be- 
caufethe whole being of a political nature, it was impoffible 
to come to the matter of fadl without a knowledge of thofc 
yery politics which it feemed to be the intention oiMiniftcrs 
to conceal. As to the defence of, or rather the panegyric on, 
the condudl of Mr. Haftings, he (hould refer the right ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman who made it to the forty- 
' four refolutions which he moved againft that very Mr. Haf- 
tings ; which refolutions flood on the Journals of tie 
Hpufe. They flood by themfelves as a monument^ to record 
the unanimous fentimeftts of the Committee, as approved hj 
Parhament. Six of thefe refolutions were now violated by 
the oppofition of the very gentleman who propofed them, and 
^.without any other argument to fupportthe change of opinion 
than the very curious one, that Mr. Hi^ftings had made a good 
peace. What had the peace to do with the antecedent crimes? 
The right honourable gentleman flood pledged on the Jour- 
nals of the Houfe to do that which be now declares to be un- 
fafe. What did all this amount to ? What mufl the world 
think of the bufmefs ? That we were a nation of thieves and 
robbers, afraid of inquiries into fafis, and therefore flopping 
jtlie progrefs of invefligation, left we might impeach eacH 
other, and the truth come out. It was, in a narrower point 
of view, laying the crimes of the individual upon the fhoul* 
ders of Parliament, and making the Houfe of Commons an- 
fwerable for that which alone belonged to Mr. Haflings, If 
the right honourable and learned gentleman meant really to be 
ferious^ it was bis duty to flep forward, and not only to af- 
fign indubitable reafons why the difcloftire of the particulars 
refpeding the Mahratta peace would give umbrage to the £> 
reign powers, but unanfwerably to prove that the refolutions 
were in the feafl likely to force the Governriient into the dif- 
graceful a£l of betraying fecrets which ought for ever to re- 
main inviolable* 
Mr. Dtin- Mr. Dundas here again called the right honourable gentle- 
^* man to order, who, he faid, was arguing on the principles of 

motions not yet offered to the Houfe. There had been but 
. one read, and to that he wifhed he fhould confine himfelf. 
Mr. Burke. Mr* Burke infifled that he had not infringed upon any of 
the regulations of the Houfe, or wandered beyOnd the fbbjedk 
in general with which the firfl motion flood connefted, and 
with which the other two were collaterally rchted.- Th^ in- 
fidelity which the conclufion of the Mahratta war exempli- 
fied to our allies, the breach of treaties, and the forfeiture of 
folemn promifes, were a part of the great charge againfl Mr. 
Haflings ; but it would be impofTible (o fubflantiate that part, 
if Government withheld the evidence. He fpecifically charged 
Mr, Hailings with having betia^td the allies of this country. 
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and with having given them up. The Mahratta peace con* 
fained perfidy, and was fraught with ingratitude and cruelty 
to thofe who ought to have been Sheltered and prote£led by 
us* The difference between him and the right honourable 
and learned gentleman was this: — He (Mr. Surke) brought 
^cufation — he (Mr. Dundas) pronounced a panegyric: the 
one advanced his charge upon proof-* the other fled froitk it. 
There were three parties in this bufinefs. The HoCife flood 
^s the accufer, Mr. Haftings as the accufed, and a party was 
neuter. This latter was the Minifter. The profecutor is in 
poilefiion of the fadls ; but then there is a neceffary evidence 
^o tefiify to the truth of thofe fe£ts, and that evidence is in 
pofleffipn of the neuter party, which neuter party being dq|K 
termined to keep it back, the confequence muft be the ac- 

auittal of the culprit. In refpefl to the danger mentioned by 
le right honourable and learned gentleman, which was to 
arife from making public thefe papers, if a negative proof w 
|Jie contrary was allowed, he could fairly bring it home to the 
pnderftanding of any gentleman in the houfe, that no danger 
could poffibly arife more than had already happened. This 
is not a roanceuvre refpc6ling the Mahratta peace, of which 
jhe powers in India are not already in complete poflefHon ; 
and the confequence is, that they have already combined 
againft this country for the purpofe of extirpating the BrFtiih 
power in Afia. The fovereigns there are as well informed as 
iny fovereigns in Europe: they have their intelligence regu- 
^rly ; they have their newfpapers and their newfwriters, and 
the heft and moft authentic intelligence of all the powers 
both in Europe and in India. The circumftance of the trea- 
chery ufed to the Rajah of Gohud, of the breach of ti'eaty 
with that unhappy prince, now driven from his territories, 
and a wanderer in the Eaft, are well known -rr-r too well 
known to be concealed : that poor fugitive now holds up his 
hands, and implores the Britiui Parliament ; he abjures them 
by their own cbnCftency, by the (aith of treaties, by the ho* 
nour of their nation^ to do him jiiftice, to fulfil their pro- 
iftifes,. and to punifh t,he man who c^aufed that honour to be 
facrificed, that faith of nations to be broken. There was 
orie thing which he wiftied the Houfe to confider; that the' 
clifaffeftions in India, by our breach of promife, and by other 
unpairdonable crimes committed under the authority of thp 
late Governor General, might, and no doubt woukl> induce 
France to take an advantage of the moft pernicious confe- 
quences to our eaftern pofTeffibns. As to the concealment of 
^ranfadlions refpedling the Klahratta peace, he fhould take the 
liberty to obferve, that if they were to be a fecret, they were 
9nly to he a fecret to the Houfe of Commons. TVi^ ^o\W 
^u$ already in full poithfCion of every maXtet Y^\\\e\v xXxe \\^ 
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honourable and learned gentleman with fuch caution w jlhed to 
conceal ; and if the Houfe did riot agree with the producing 
the papers now afked, they ihut the door againft the truth, 
and againft a principal truth, which' led to the mpft njaterial 
evidence. The confiftency of* the right honourable And 
learned gentleman throughout the whole of the tranfacSion 
was admirable. He firft; in the ftrongeft terms which words 
could convey, reprobates the whbJe'government of Mr.'Haf- 
tings : then, on a change of politics, comes with a fet-off 
againft that which he reprobated. The fet-off was a pane- 
gyric on the Mahratta peace. He muft beg, therefore, to 
turn to the Journals of the Hpufe to'bring to the right ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman's memory 'that to which he 
l^d then agreed to : it was in No. 20, in the Appendix to the 
Tenth Report. As to the Ranha of Gbhud, it was clear 
that in the treaty it was meant to defert him, although the 
promife of fupport was held out. The words were, "as 
** long as he behaves with propriety;?' and out of that pro- 
lific root conftrudlibns f hooted forth, which were his ruin: 
conftruftions which were a complete defeazance of treaty — 
a defeazande which proved that he was facrificed -- that he 
was given up — that he was betrayed under the fecurity of a 
Britifli promife. This condudl:, he infifted, was fuch as dif- 
graced us With the whole world ; the eyes of Europe wer^ 
upon us in the prefent proceedings^ The condufl: of Mr. 
Maftings was Well known, and juftice, exemplary juflicej 
W^s expedled. Whait, then, would prove th6 remarks of all 
mankind, when they heai'd that th6 evidence, ip the 'poffef^ 
lion of Government, to bring that flate criminal to juftice, 
was withholden, becaufe, forfooth, it would publifK that 
which was already public ; becaufe it would make known 
tliat whicih was already no fecret ; becaufe it would difcover 
to the powers in India that fyftem of politics with' which 
they are already well acquainted. If, on thcpreleht occfafion, 
the members of Adminiftration and their adherents fhbuld 
prevent the fuccefs of the motion, all the world would, witH 
reafon, cohfider thfe name' arid charafter of a Britifli Parlia- 
ment as buried under indelible difgrace. In ihort, if the pre- 
fent motions were not gtanted, he faid, the rcfnfal would 
difgrace the' Britifli Parliament with the whole world. 

The gallery was then ordered to be cleared, that the ques- 
tion fliould be put, when ' 
ilr.F6x. Mr. Fox rofe, aqd defired to be favoured with a fcrious 
anfwer to his neceflary queftiori. Whether the profeffions of a 
determination to perfift in a fefufal of the papers were ac- 
tually fmcere? Surely there was nothing in the rule of con- 
duit which the gentlemen of the other fide laid down fo^ 
themfelves that did not arg\ie moft. ^^^rfuU^ and convin-tti 
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iciogly fpr their produftion. If a fpecific purpofe was nccef- 
iary to be mentioned, and the objeS of the motion requifite 
to be explained, there was a pointed and fpecific charge in the 
JKreatment of the Ranna of Gohud, who was allowed, and 
indeed mentioned in former treaties, as the ally and friend of 
Great Britain, and negledled in the general peace which ter- 
minated the Mahratta war. This was the fad, as it appeared 
iincontradidled, and the Houfe ought furely to inquire whe- 
ther fuch defertion of the friends of this country was juftifia- 
We in the Governor General. To withhold any information 
/Dn this fubjefi would be not only unjuft to Mr. Haftings, 
>?ho was accufed, but indecent to the Houfe, whofe honour 
3iras fo much concerned in the full and rigprous examination 
of fuch a conduft. There was no behaviour whatfoever 
which would operate more injurioufly to the Britifh intereft, 
either in this or any other quarter, than to find that its 
iriendfhip was no prote6lion to its allies. An unwarranted 
defertion, if fuch it could be proved, muft certainly be con- 
fidered as a great mifdemeanor; and nothing was more necef- 
Jary either to the charadler or vindication of the perfon ac- 
cufed than to explain the grounds on which he was juftified. 
There might poflibly exiil a plea of neceffity for this pro- 
ceeding, and, for tlie prefent moment, he would admit that 
it did.exifl. But when there was a certain afTurance the allies 
4nd defendants of Great Britain had been abandoned by her in 
4 negociation, there was a crime />r/wflyiaV evident, and t%i'. 
proceedings in that negociation fhould certainly be laid befow.; 
jthe Houfe, in order to convince them of that neceffity, Ir 

5 Quid bit very unfair, and indeed very improper, if gentlemen 
loold havp thefc feelings barely when their own honour or 
tjheir own qharadlers were at flake, and feem wholly uncon- 
£:ious of them, when the queftion was againfl the charafler 
of others. 'Thus the Minifters of the time, when the late 
peace was concluded, knew the defeftion from the Loyalifls 
to be a condud fo much in need of juftification, that they 
ycry decently came down to the Houfe, in order to excuie 
thiemfelves on the ground of neceffity. Whether fuch necef- 
ijity exifted, this was no^ for him to difcufs ; but the means 
pf inquiry on the fubjedi were undoubtedly open. Why not 
then purfue the fame line of condu£k on the prefent occafion, 
when pofitive and direiSb charges were brought againfl the 
meafure? If motives of neceffity recommended the treachery, 
why was that neceffity not explained ? And if principles of 
policy dilated the condud, why was not that policy made 
known? Ijc ^as indeed aljedged, that the interefts of the 
country njight be endangered by*the difclofure which the pa- 
lUrs would make : but in our ponflitution there were both 
^f aotages and defeats, and the iioi^ muii 2l(c> \^^ \xw^ q>^ 
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0very other conftitution and fpecies of government. We, 
however, were of opinion, that the advantages which we con^. 
ftitutionally poflefTed by far outbalanced the di fad vantages; 
and it was one of the leading principles, to prefer the refpon- 
fibility which belonged to our officers ^nd minifters before the 
fecrecy which was deemed fo neceflary in other countries. 
Then fuppofmg (for he was far f^^om admitting it) that feme 
injury might be apprehended from the produdlion of thefe 
papers, it was only the ixeceflary confequence to which every 
inveftigation was liable ; and there could be no inquiry of a 
public nature, in which circunftftances did not come out 
which might better have remained a fecret. The Houfe, 
then, would do well to refledl what a precedent they wercj 
laying down, for all future public officers to take advantage 
. of. For if this excufe fhould once be admitted, there was 
no circumftance, and no fituation, to which it would not be 
found to apply. A right honourable and^arned gentkmaa 
(Mr. Dundas) had, on this, as well as a former n^ight, endea- 
voured to play ofF th^ condudl: of Mr. Haftings, pofterior ta 
the Reports of the Committee, againft the delinquency of 
his former meafure, to which the right honourable gentle- 
man had borne fuch full and ample teftimonies in the courfe 
of thefe Reports. But what was the meaning of this lan- 
guage, or what other fentiment did it exprefs but this ? " I 
*^ think his condudl fince that period laucjable and good, an^ 
" I wifli you to think fo with pe ; but, in the mean timcy 
** I am refolved that you (hall have no reafon to think fd 
** beyond my affertion, and I wiU deny you the information: 
" which is neceflary to convince you of it." Sufficient had? 
been the remarks of his right honourable friend to prove, that 
not even the mofl trivial caufe exifted for thofe apprehenfions^ 
of danger which gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe, 
for reafons beft known to themfelves,' thought proper to ex- 
prefs; and therefore he trufled that the Houfe would call for 
arguments lefs frivolous, before they gave t^eir fahftion ta 
the withholding of the neceflary papers. 
Mr. Ch«n- Mr. Chancellor Pitt remarked, that he could not avoi^ 
:cibr Pitt, exprefling his aftonifliment at the unmerited rigour Expe- 
rienced on this occafion bv his right honourable and learned! 
friend, only becaufe he had laid down a principle (apparently 
indlfpenfable on fimilar occafions) that no vote fhould pals; 
for the production of papers, unlefs their neteflary applica- 
tion to a fpecific objedl were demonftrable beyond the power 
of difpute. The right honourable gentleman who took tV 
lead in this profecution had exprefled. and acquitted himfe 
with a degree of candour and opennefs which redoundi 
much to his credit : but \ve ceittCmV^} X\^ t^tsX olfer ar^i3 
lAents of fufficent force to e\\ivc^ t\i^ rv^ctSvV^ i>i ^to^w^vw^ 
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tbefe papers. Difpofed as he was to a6l through the whole 
of the bufinefs with tlie uttnoft impartiality, he could fee no- 
thing in the condu6l of Mr. Haftings refpecUng the Mahratta 
peace which did not deferve the higheft commendation. He 
had indeed efledled it by diffolving a league of the raoft 
powerful Indian princes which could poffibly become confe- 
dei^ates for our deftruiSlion ; and he was aftonifhed that any ^ 
man, who ever was a minifter, who ever looked forward to 
be a minifter^ could think of cenfuring fo fuccefsful and glo- 
rious an achievement. When this country fliould, at any 
time, be threatened with,^ or engaged in a war with its natu- 
ral enemies, was there any Minifter who, in oppofing the 
boufe of Bourbon, would not think it the moft meritorious 
of all fervices to be able to diflblve the family compadl ? and 
precifely in the fame fituation was Mr. Mailings refpedling 
the Mahratta peace. He made it at a time when the conti* 
nuance of war would have proved abfolute and inevitable 
xuin, and he completed it with an addrefs and ingenuity, 
which did him immortal honour. He^ was not fo converfant 
in Indian politics as the right honourable gentleman who pre- 
ceded in the debate; but he certainly confidered this part of 
Mr. Haftings's conduft in that light which he juft now men- 
tioned. How far other charges might be fubftantiated againft 
him, remained yet to be determined. It was certainly a point 
of juftice that delinquents fliould be punifhed ; but this fliould 
be done with the niceft regard to public fafety. When fuffi* 
cient ground of guilt was laid down, there was certainly a 
reafon for laying afide thofe pruflential maxims which, on 
flight and curfory accu fat ions, fliould be moft ftridlly ad- 
hered to. If the papers now called for were granted, there 
would of courfe en^ue various difcoveries which might have 
ruinous confequences to our officers in India. There were 
certainly means ufed to detach the different princes one from 
the other ; but to difcovcr the mediums through which this 
policy operated would deftroy the future confidence in Britifh 
politics, and the field of negociation which it was fo efTential 
to the profperity of this county to enjoy ; and it might not 
Only be a bar to our future operations, but effe6l the fiiuations 
of perfons now in India, who were inftrumental and fervice- 
able in bringing about that great objedl. A right honourable 
gentleman had attempted to prove that thole proceedings 
could be no fecret in India, becaufe all intelligence of that 
kind was fully commupicdted in the Indian Gazette. In or- 
der to fliow the weaknefs of that argument, he would only 
temidd him of that period when his right honourable frien.d 
(Mr; Fox) went into office^ when his country was labouring 
Tder the prefTure of a war againft combined and powerful 
e$» His policy at that time was to d^t^cU a ^;vxx o"i \\\viX 
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confederacy by offering feparate terms to the Dut6h, aiid, at 
the fame time, propofing exclufive terms to the Americans. 
The attempt was certainly laudable, and, though unfuccefs- 
ful, the right honourable gentleman had undoubtedly the me- 
rit of defer ving well of his. country* But would it, there-; 
fore, be juft to aflert that any country in Europe knew the 
detail and particulars of thefe negociations, becaufe there 
were Gazettes in England and Holland ? Certainly not. The 
right honourable gentleman had, however, ftrengthened his 
aiguments by rcafoning not only on the motion immediately 
before the Houfc, but alfo on others which he intended to 
put. He fhould applaud fuch a condu£t in general, las it 
would fave much time, and be equally proper where the cQ(i» ^ 
neftion between them was fo intimate. But he would not 
admit him the full extent of his obfervations in accufing a 
right honourable gentleman of oppofing all his motions, 
^hile he argued only on one particular fubje6l. There waf 
one of his motions which he certainly would not oppofe, be- 
caufe there was laid a fuflBcient ground of inquiry : he meant 
that refpecting the Ranna of Gohud^ However he might 
differ with him refpefting the propriety of the Ranna: of Go- 
hud being excluded from the peace, he certainly thought it a 
fair fubjeft of interrogation. This man, heunderftood, pre* 
vious to the Mahratta peace, had entered into a feparate ne- 
gociation with Moodhajee Scindia for himfelf, without the 
knowledge or concurrence of the Governor General of Ben- 
gal. After being dejefiled in this a6t of infidelity, it was not 
ftrange that he fhould not be admitted to the benefit of a 
pe:ace which was meant to ferve the friends, and not the foes^ 
of Great Britain. It was not againft fuch a motion that bis 
objeftions fhould ever be brought forward; and even with 
thefe ideas did he hold himfelf fully juftified in pofitively re-* 
fifting that motion, of which one confequence mufl be avdif* 
clofure of fecrets which found policy required us to prefehc 
inviolable. 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid, that he felt it neceffary to bring into clearef 
points of' view forae allufions flatted during the courfe of the 
debate, and even touched upon beyond the walls of Parlia** 
ment. Thefe went to the fubjeft of his negociation for a fc* 
parate peace with Holland. He was well aware that the right 
honourable gentleman did not mention it by way of blanne, 

* nor did he wifh to impute to him any fuch intention ; but as 

it had fo often been glanced at, he was glad to have the op- 
portunity of fpenrking two or three words to it in this publid 
manner. He was forry that the Houfe was fo thin of meift^ 
bers, but he was pleafed to fee fo full a gallery. When-t 
0f^ure, of detaching Holland and America from the coa 
tioti which was formeA agaiuft. >^s^ ^^'i ^ft. i^ro^ofed^^ 
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was only threi§ days in office, and confequently was obliged , 

to meet thofe people in the Cabinet from whom he was ac- 
tuftomed to differ upon political fubjefts ; and yet, what was 
a circUmftahce that did hot often happen, he had the honour 
to propofe that meafure with the unanimous concurrence of 
all His Majefty's Cabifaet Minlfters. This he thought him- 
felf at liberty to mention, becaufe, though it might be im- 
proper to ftate the diflehfions or difagrcenlents in the Cabinet, 
there wou!d certainly be no irtipropriety in mentioning their 
linanimity. He would farther obferve, that this policy was 
by no mearls ineffeftual as to feme of its obje6ls, though, in 
Uthers, it certainly had ttot the wifhed-fbr fuccefs : for thefe 
geptletoeh lArho were then in office might well recolleCt, that ' 

the difpofition of fome courts in Europe was hot then ex- 
tremely favburable to the country, and that the meafure how 
alluded to had at leaft the effeft oJ averting thefe cpnfequehces 
which might otherwife have been apprehended.. Having faid 
khis much for the allufion, he Would next return to the pro- 
priety of admitting the priefent papers. He obferved, that it 
was exprefled in the treaty fubfifting between the Company 
and the Ranna of Gohud, that he was to be protedled by the 
' powers of Great Britain againft their mutual foes. In confc- % 
l]uence of which, he had lent hi^ ferVices during the war, and 
was to have bieen of cobrfe included, in the pfeace. There 
tlircre alfo (accbrding to Mr. Haftings's own letters) feveral 
father Rajahs and Princes who hdd the fame, or fimilarj claims 
tipon the protedion of Great Britain ; and yet it appeared 
from the Mahratta peace, that hone of theim wete included 
ih the provifion of it. This was not the time to argue from 
what motives, or uport what policy it >Vas done. But the 
bmifSon was prima facie evidence of either treachery or guilr, 
to obviate, or 16 fubftantiate which^ was the objeft of the 
prjjfent motion, and was, in his judgement^ a debt claimed as 
Vrell by the juftice due to the fufferers in India, as to the dig- 
nity 6f Parh amen t and the acquittal or cohdemnation of Mr. 
Hanings. He agreed With the right honourable gentleman, 
that it was hot fufficient ground for the produ^dlion of all pa- 
pers, to fay one gentleman is the profecutof, and would 
pledge himfelf to prove their application to theobjedt in view. 
But, in the prefent cafe, the produflion of the papers could 
hot be followed by any political peril wTiatfoever, and the 
ftrongeft reafons exifled in favour of the difclofure of their 
contents. 

Mn Burke remarked, that the right honouraT)le gentleman, Mr. Burke. 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) like :i cautious warrior, 
jjipdflcad of attacking the main body of the forces of his enemy, 
""' } remained fatisfied with mere fkirmlfhes and the pilla^vu^ 
the ftragqlers in the rear. He by no mtaws ^S^ne:^ \>w?i 
Vol. XIX. CLq G;xx^\x^ 
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Gazette informations to be that on which the^princes of In- 
dia mofl relied for information ; but he contended, that fo 
complete was their knowledge of every circpmftance relative 
to that peace, that what was made fecrets of in the Houfe of 
, Commons of England, were matters of notoriety in India, 
and had been publiflied in moft of their papers. But the 
fource of their intelligence was fuch as could not fail them i 
for the mod enormous fums were expended in procuring 
ipies, even in official fituations in our fettlements; and, by 
comparing notes, they had fully and fubftantially difcovercd 
that treachery which our officers employed againft them in- 
tlividually ; the confecjuence of which was, that they had 
now formed a league of an ofFenfive import againft our fetde- 
inents, wliich would be befl and moft eftedtually oppofed, by 
taking fuch meafures here as would fliew them that ihefe or- 
icnces, at leaft, were not to have the fandlion of the Parlia- 
ment of Circat Britain. Having read feveral extracts, as well 
from the Reports of the Committee of Secrecy, as from the 
treaties which lay upon the. table, Mr. Burke exprefled his 
hopes, that, as he undertook the arduous ^nd difagreeable duty 
'of moving certain refolutions which could lead the Commons 
of Great Britain into an effie£lual profecution of the man 
whom they had before condeirmed, he fliould be allowed 
tliofe papers vvhich he deemed neceflary for the purpofe, as 
well as for the juftice \yhich we owed the miferable inhabi- . 
tants of a defolated country, whofe injuries he had peverloft 
iight of, and was determined- to perfevere ft nee the firft mo- 
ment he became acquainted with them, and in vhofe caofe 
he would not relax his exertions. If, on the contrary, a ma- 
* jority fliould, by their diflenting voices, deprive him of the ^ 
opportunity to gather up materials indifpenfably requifite for 
the moft complete fubftantiation of his charges, he muft avail 
himfelf of fcattered pieces, and try from thefe to ftamp vali- 
dity upon bis accufations. 

[The Houfe was again proceeding to divide, and the ftran- 
gers ordered to withdraw ; but the debate continuing.for fome 
time longer, the gallery was again opened. In the interval 
between exclufion and admiffion, Mr, Pitt and Mr. Wynd- 
ham fpoke.] 
ic. ^^'il. Mr. IFilberfore profefled himfelf much unacquainted with 
ciiv.icc. Indian politics, and would therefore confine himfelf to a re- 
commendation to the Minifter to be extremely cautious how 
he fliould fufFer any papers to be produced which were likeW 
to do injury to the flate. The danger of producing thofe pa- 
pers at a time fo near the tranfadtion of the peace, might 
have the moft ferious confequences to thofe who were con- 
cerned in the bufinefs, and who might perhaps be in confi- .^^ 
deaihl iituations with lUofe very princes whofe fecrets theyijl 
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might have revealed. He cautioned the Houfe not to he led 
into any warmth from the circumflances which were hahle to 
be mentioned on thefe occafions, requefting, at the Hime time, 
that the gentlemen on the other fide would not perfift In har- 
rafling Minifters with a demand of papers which they- knew 
could not be complied with. 

Mr. Burkcy in reply, faid, the honourable gentleman had \:r. Ciukc 
afted the part of a wife man in offering his advice, when he 
was certain it would be taken ; but at the fame time might 
have fpare'd his reproachful admonition to him, who had cer- 
tainly no defign of einbarrafling Miniflers by hi-s conduf!-. 
But he thought it no good omen to the caufe, if papers of \o 
iimple and fair a nature were fubjedls of embarraffment to 
thofe now rn power. 

yis^ox Scott contended that the Rajah of Gohud was not. Maj. Scot t. 
entitled to' a^iy' prbvifiou in the peace then made. He alfo 
vindicated Mr. Haftings with regard to the omifTion of ano- 
ther Rajah in the Mahratta peace, which was done at his own 
requeft. "He then obferved, that the difference now fubfift- 
ing between the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) and 
Mr. Haftings was not greater than that which prevailed be- 
tween, him and his noble friend in the blije ribband ; nor were 
his charges more fevereagainft the one than againft the other. 
In all the proceedings againft Mr. Haftings, and amidfl; all 
the abufe poured out againft him, he (Major Scott) had' never 
entertained' the fmalleft apprehenfions, nor ever made any 
overtures of accommodation. On the other hand, when the 
right honourable gentleman brought in his India hill, an inti- 
^'mation was given, in a private converfation, wliich he had 
with a perfon. of authority, that matters might be accommo- 
dated ; and he made no doubt, had Mr. Haftings then come 
home, he would have heard nothing of all this calumny, and 
all thefe ferious accufations. 

Mr. Fox immediately rofe, and faid, that, on a fubjefl ,Mr. F-x. 
which concerned his honour and chara6ter, he would not her 
Ctate a moment to offer himfelf again to the Houf^. He 
would firft premife, that at no period could he declare that 
■ offers were made to him, either by Mr. Haftings or his agents, 
in order to bring about an accommodation ; for if there had, 
he would inflantly have treated them with the moft abfolute 
and marked refufal. At the fame time he wpuld.affert, upon 
Jiis honour, that no propofal whatever was made to Mr. Haf- 
tings or his friends, with either his knowledge or his concur- 
rence ; and he was alfo certain that no fuch propofal ever 
Tame from any of his colleagues. So that whoever made, or- 
^' -ifven hinted at fuch an offer as coming from him, did it with- 
it. out the fmalleft ftiadow of authority. Indeed \t tTe^\>^^xv\\'^ 
-4r3ppenedj that, during confultations w\V\c\^\\e Wi. >n\\\^ V^\'^ 
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friends on the fubjeft of his India bill, it had often been inti-r 
mated to him, that it would be better to drop all proceedings 
againil Mr. Haftings, as being a powerful enemy ; but ho 
would never liftep to any advance* oiF this nature : nay, fq 
far w^s this from being underftood an authoritative offer by 
the honourable gentleman (Major Scottj himfelf, if any oficr 
had been made, that heobjefled to him m that Houfe, that he 
uxade the complaints againft Mr. Hailing? the principal groun(| 
and e^cufe for the provifions of his bill. If fo, then how 
abfiird would it be to require, or even to accept, biS fupporf 
pf it. 
4zj. Scott. Major Scott HWl infifted that the propofal had been made tq 
him ; but as the gentleman from whom it canae was not pony 
prefent, he would wave all farther explanations until he fa^ 
bim in his place. 

After this the Houfe divided on Mr. B^rke^s motipn, wbeq 
(he numbers wefe. 

Ayes -..5...-- 44^ 
Noes r - T - .T - T T - 87 

Majority r - 43 
Mr. Burke novy moved the following motions : 
" That No. 20 of the Appendix to thp Tenth Repor^ 
f* which was made from the Seleft Committee, appointed tq 
f* take into confideration the fi^te of the admipiftration of 
f* juftice in the province? of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, cpn- 
V taining copy of a letter from Mr. Haftings to Colonel 
** Muir, dated Chunargur, iQth September, 1781, and alfo 
•* tranflate of ah agreement between Colonel Muir, on thei 
. ** part of the Englifh Company, and Mahajee Scind.ia for 
" hiinfelf, dated 15th OfSlober, 1781, qiight bp read;" an4 
the fanie was read accordingly. 

** That the articles of agreement, made and concluded at 
** Fort William, in Bengal, between the Ciovernpr General 
" and Council, for the affairs of the Eaft-lndia Company. 
** on behalf of the faid Company, on the one part, anq 
" Maha Raja Luckindar Bahadur, Ranna of Gohud, for 
** himfelf and his fucccflbrs, on the other pa^t, inferted iii 
** No. 239 pf the Appendix to the Sixth Report, which was 
*• made from the Committee of Secrecy, appointed to inquire 
*' into the caufes of the war in thp Carnatic, and of the 
*' condition of the Britiili poiJeiBons in thofp parts^ might be 
•* read;" and the fame was read accordingly. 

Then the queflion being put, 'f That there be laid before 

" this Houfe, copies or duplipates of all papers relative to the 

" laft peace with the Mahrattas, or any demand made by tlie 

" JMahrattas concerning the ceffion or reftoration of any tcr- '; 

f* ritories now in the poffeffiou o5 \\\tCow\^^>^^, ^\ v^^allie?, 
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^* or of the payment of any chout, (or fourth part of thjs 
/* i;eyenue$) or of any fun) in lieu thereof,, or concerning any 
*< payment of money, or loan, to any of the faid Mahra;ttas, 
f* made or paid fince the ift of January, 1779," it pafled in 
ithe negative. ' ^ 

Mr. Burke then moved, 

** That there be laid before this Houfe, copies or duplicates 
fy of ah letters concerning the delivering up of Ragonaut 
«« Row, th^ Rajah of Bopal, or the Ranna of Gohild, or 
** concerning the terms by which Futty Sing Guicawar, as 
.♦* alfo all letters of Lieutenant-colonel Camack, or Colonel 
** Muir, pointing out the nature and extent of our connec- 
M lions with each of the Rajahs engaged with the Company 
** in any a£l of hoftility, and the claims which their paft fer- 
." vices may have given them to our protedlion," 

•* That an aft, made in the 13th year of ths reign of His 
«« prefent Majefty, mtituled, * An Aft -for eftablilhing cer- 
«* tain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs 
f of the Eaft-India Company, as well in India as in Europe,' 
«« might be read V* and the fame was read accordingly. 

" That there be laid- before this Houfe, copies or duplicates 
** of all letters concerning the delivering up of Ragonaut 

V Row, the Rajah of Bopai, or the Ranna of Gohud, or 
J^ concerning the terms by which Futty Sing Guicawar, as 
** alfo all letters of Lieutenant-colonel Caimack, or Colonel 
/* Muir, poimtjng out the nature and extent of our connec- 
f* tions with each of the Rajahs engaged with the Company 
'* jn any aft of hoflility, and the claims which their paft fer- 
f* vices may baye given them to our proteftion." It pafled 
in the negative. 

Ordered, ** That there be laid before this Houfe, copies or 
** duplicates of all correfpondence relative to the Raona of 
" Gohud, net included in the Reports of the Committee of 
«• Secrecy, anfl to any application frpm him concerning the 

V proceedings againft the ftid R^nna by Scindia, the Mah- 
f* ratta General, together with all the minutes, or other pro- 

V ceedings thereon, fince the year \']%\^ 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ 6th Mqrcb^ 

Mr. Lev;ii brought in the bill for building a bridge acrofs Mr. L«wii. 
Menai Strait, from CarnarvonfliiriJ to the Ifle of An^lefea, 
'>vhich was read a firft time, and ordered to be read a feqond 
(ime. On the motion being put, ** That this bill be read 4 
. st* fecond time upon that day fortnight," 

W|r Mr. Parry obferved, that he had been inftru&ed b^ Vva% \rs..\«x^ 
^/yjnft;tuei3r5 {vfho meant to oppofe thebvU^ to itt\i^ \Jc\^x^>a.%.- 
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cient time might be allowed them to fend up witnefles, which 
they wifhed to have examined againft the bill ; and therefore 
he fhould move, by way of amendmenty to leave out the 
Words, *' this day fortnight,"- and infert the words, ** this day 
<^ month." 
Mr. Drake, Mr. Drnke, jun. defired the Houfe to underftand, that they 
JO' * , were called upon to vote for deferring the prel^rvation of hu- 
man lives; for fuch, in fa6l, was pollponing the paffing of 
fuch a bill as the prefent. Not longer fmce than tHfe 5th of 
December, fixty or feventy people were loft in cnfling the 
Menai. The account of that fatal accident muft have har- 
rowed up the feelings of every gentleman prefent; and he 
hoped that it would ftimulate their humanity to difplay itfelf 
in giving all poffible efficacy and expedition to the paffing of 
, a bill which had fo laudable an objecSl for its purpofe. 

Mr. Burton and one or two other gentlemen fpoke on the 
fubjeft, when the Houfe proceeded to divide; but, after the 
gallery was cleared, it was given up ; and the Houfe deter- 
mined that the bill fhculd be read a fecond time upon the 
twenty-firft. 

The order of the day, for going into a Committee of ' 
Supply, having been read, Mr, M. A. Taylor took thechair^ 
when 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe, and moved, as modifications of 
the aft impofing ceitain duties upon retail fliops, 

" Tliat all the duties charged by an aft, made in the laft 
" feffion of Parliament, intituled, ^ An Aft for granting to 
** His Majefty certain Duties on Retail Shops,' (except the 
" duties charged upon any houfe, the annual rent whereof 
*' fhall be thirty pounds or upwards) do ceafe, determine, 
'^ and be no longer paid or payable." 

^^ That in lieu, and- inftead of the duties charged upoa 
*' fuch houfes> there fliall beraifed the fc^llowing rates : that 
^^ is to fay, for and upon every houfe or other building, any 
/^ part of which fliall be ufed as a fliop, for the purpofe of 
<• felling by retail any goods, wares, or rherchandizes, of 
" the yearly rent or value of five j5ounds, and under t^n 
<' pounds, there fl"iall be paid the annual fum of four pence 
*' in the pound of fuch rent : for and upon every fuch 
*^ houfe, &:c. of the yearly rent or value often pounds, and 
^^ und^r fifteen pounds, there fliall be paid the annual fum 
" of eight pence in the pound of fuch rent : for and upon 
*^ every fuch houfe, Sec. of the yearly rent or value of fif- 
'' teen pounds, and upder twenty pounds, there fliall be paid 
*^ the annual fum of one fliilling in the pound of fuch rent: 
*• for and upon every fuch houfe, &c. of tlie yearly rent (|r- 
*• value of twenty pounds^ ^^ud ^uw^vct^ X-W^VvVY^vNe. ^oundji,' 
^^ there iJiall be paid t\\e riumiA\ ^wm q^ otv^ '?v\\\\\\\<i^ •:sxA 
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** three pence in the pound of fuch rent: and for and upon 
" every fuch houfe, &c. of the yearly rent or value of 
" twenty-five pounds, and under thirty pounds, there fhall 
" be paid the annual fum of one -fliilling and nine pence in 
** the pound of fuch rent." 

Mr. Alderman Le Mefurler exprefled his hopes, that, .as MnAid.!*- 
the two reioiutions were perfeftly new to the Public, the ^icfuricr. 
right honourable gentleman would not call upon' the Com- 
mittee to vote them immediately, but let them lie upon the 
table during the fpace of two or three days, in order that the 
metropolis might have time to know what they were, and . 
how, in confequence of theilr nature, the tax would become 
lightened. He feared that the two refolutions would afford 
but little ratisfa61:ion to the ihopkeepers of London, upon 
whom the weight of the tax chiefly refted. The alteration 
of the quantum of tax to be paid for all honfes rented at 20I., 
25I., and 30I., could not prove any alleviation to the majo- 
rity of the fliopkeepers of London, Weftminfter, and South- 
wark, becaufe in 'very few of the ftreets of the metropolis, 
and fo more efpecially in that part of it called Southwark 
did the ihopkeepers rcfide in houfes fo low rented as from 20I. 
to 30I. He was not one of thofe to grudge another his good 
fortune, merely becaufe he had not the happinefs to be equally 
fortunate; afid therefore he rejoiced that the country ihop- 
keepers were to obtain material alleviation, as they muft ne- 
c^flTarily be in confequence of th'e modification which the 
right honourable gentleman had juft propofed ; but he might 
be permitted to remark, that the modifications in queilion 
were an additional proof of the partiality of the tax with re- 
fpe6i: to the town iliopkeepers. 

The motions pafTed. 

The eitimates of the. Ordnance having been referred to the 
Committteeof Supply, » 

Captain James Lutt'^eil ilated, that, during the courfe of the Captain j. 
ptefent year, no debt had been incurred ; neither did any un- Lu»»ciu 
provided fervices exift : a circumftance unparallelled, he be- 
lieved, at any prior period. Sucli was the oeconomy of the 
Board, tliat they had fo far enforced their plan of proceeding 
a5 to avoid calling upon the Houfe for any thing, except 
wliat appeared in the elUmates ; and thefe iiood as follows in 
their relation to the charge of the Office of Ordnance for the 
year 178&; 



LAND 
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L A N D S E R V I C E. 
ORDINARY. 

fillaries'and retit« to the Matter Gctieral, principal £i i, d. £. s, rfij 
officers, clerks, and attendants, employed at the 
Tower — — — 15166 8 •— 

And at the following places, viz. 



Greenwich, Wmdfor, Hampton Court, and St. 










James's — — — *^ 


1^6 . 








Woolwich — -—,,.— 


X334 «o — 


' 






Purflcet — — — 


54« 5 — 








Gravefend and Tilbur^ — — 


*55 -^ — 








Chatham — _ _ 


600 








Upnor Caftle — — -^ 


%o 








Sheernefs — t- — 


380. 








Feveriham — . — , — 


S90 — — 








Dover — — ^ — 


120 — — 








Portfmouth — — — 


814 15 — 








Priddys-hard — — — 


170 








Plymouth — — — 


644 15 — 








Keyham Point — — — 


170 — .i— 








Storekeepers at Pendcnnis, Scilly Ifl&nd, Chefter 










Caftle and Liverptool, Berwick, Carlifle, Tin- 










mouth Caftle and ClifFord's Fort, Hull, Yar. 










mouth, and Landguard Fort — 


430 








Guernfey — — — 


448 2 6 








Jerfey - _ - 
Ifle of Man — — — 


448 2 6 








x66 ' 








Rent for ufe of land and houfes -— 


554 «7 — 








Eftabliflimcnt of the laboratory at Woolwich, and 










for proving powder — — 


1876 5 — 








Eftablifliment of the ojfTicc of Infpe£lor of Artil- 










lery, and for proving guns — — 


913 7 6 








Eftablilhmtnt of the office of Superintendant of 










Military Machines — — 


z%i 17 6 








£'^ 


6022 5 — 




One half of which is charged to the Sea Service — ] 


13011 


% 


6 


Pay of Civil Officers and Artificers 


at 








North Britain — — — 


..^ 


554 


%6 


.«-» 


Gibraltar — — ir- — 


— 


1411 


1 


6 


JanuHca — — — - — 


— 


292 


— 


-^ 


St. Chriftophcr — — — 


— 


584 


— 


-^ 


Antigua — — — — 


~ 


584 


— 


•^ 


Dominica — — — 


— • 


-584 


— 


^ 


Caiut^ ovtt • t* 


\nvx\ 




, '^ 



I701X 


— 


-^ 


584 


— 


-^ 


5«4 


— 


— 


584 


— . 


-M 


474" 


10 


•-if 


861 


«5 


-p^- 


66s 


5 


-«■ 


629 


St 


6 


1*77 


10 


— • 
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Brought over • ^. 
St . Vincent — , *— ^ — . 

Sarbadoes — _ ♦ — »*« 

Grenada — ^ — — ; .^ _ 

Sbbama lilands » •— -j- ^ — — 

Quebec — _ .^ — • ^j^ 

Halifax — . — — ^ ^ , 

New Brunfwick — — — — 

St. John's and Placentia, Newfound land * — — 

Pay of mafter gunners at the fcveral garrtfons knd battetics in 
. Great Britain, and of the gunners at St. James's Park and the 
Tower of London, with their allowance for coals and candles 3416 17 $ 
Charges incident to the Towe*^ and the feveral other foru aJid 
. ^arrifons in Great Britain, Guernfeyy' and Jerfej^ in taking 
remains of ftorcs, pay of labourer^ books, paper, coals, can- • 

dlesy cartage, mcffages, and poflage of letters — iSood — -m^ 

Ordinary repairs of fortifications, bridges, gates, platforms, bar« 
racks, ftorchoufes, pallifadocs, miking new ind repairing old 
carriages in the frvcral forts and cables' in Great Britain, 
*' Guernfcy^ and ^«ri«y -• — — — t^^60 *^ — • 

Fnrniihing beds, bedftcad^, (heets, &e« and repairing the fRme» 
at the iieveral forts, caftles, and garrifons ill Great Britain, 
Guernfey, and Jerfty — — — 43t9 4 7 

'Expcnce of (lores and ammunition for gdrrifons, and fmaU (lores 
for the commjftn duty of regiments, in Great Britain^ Guern*^ 
fey, and Jcrley — — . — 6000 — — * 

Cleaning and repairing fmall arms in the Tower — 2000 — — 

Pay of tho corps of Engineers • -— — 10402 10 -*-■ 

Pay of the royal regiment of artillery, confiding of 328a men, 

officers included — — — 106465 xt l^ 

£(labliihment of the civil officers, profeffors, and mafters of the 

Royal Military Academy ^t Wool>»ich — 179! t% 6 

Eftabliflimcnt of draughtfmen in the Tower of London, for fer- 

vicc in Great Britain and fbreign garrifons — aoij 15 — *• 

Aiy of (A^erkAnuated and difabled men, half pay of reduced of- 
ficers,' widows* penfions, and allowances to officers for good 
fervices; purfuant to His Ma jei^ys warrants — 1056^ It $ 

Sums to be paid at the Treafury, a«id at the Exchequer, for fees 
on the fum of jao^o^L 17s. id* lacing the amount of this 
fflimate — ^ — ' * — — 646 — — 

Ordinary — >C**i33^* '4 9 
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EXTRAORDIN ARIES. 

NEWPaUNDLAND. 

Vor repairs of fortifications, barracks, and quar- ' £, s. d. £. s. d* 
■ tcrs for officers, ftaflf, contingencies, 9n4 c^r- 

r^ni fcrvice — - — ■ -' 3000 -— — 

For fuel for the troops — — 1500 

: 4500 ^ > 

Quebec. 

Forflaff, contingencies, and current fervice ■ ■ 1500 — — 

' Jamaica. ■ .. 

For ftaff, contingencies, and current fcrvice ■ ^, ' 1500 — — « 

Bahama Isj^ands. 
For contingencies and current fervice — •— 

West-India Islands. 
For ftaff, contingencies, and current fervice « ' ; ' • 6000 — — • 

Gibraltar. 

Fty of the company of artificers • .. — 449* lO. 10 

For ftafF, contingencies, and current fervice 3S40 -^ — 

Fpr excavation of the Souterrain works — 1 181 11 6', 

For re-cftabli(hing quarters, and repurs of bar- *^7* 

.racks — — . ♦ — 3900 — •^— 
For ordinary repairs of fortifications, florehoufes, 

itiagazines, &c. — — 3 300 — — 

Fjpr providing and burning lime — 1350 — -~- 
For fupply of bricks and other materials, to carry 

on -the foregoing works — — - 1200 — — - 

For repairing roads, drains, communications, &c, 450 — — 

F-or extraordinary repairs of works — loooo — — 



1000 — — 



Scotland. 



J19714 ^ 4 



For r«p^r of the fcveral forts, caftles, and bar- 
raclcs in Scotland, fl-aff, contingencies, and cur- 
rent fcrvice — — ' 5000 — — 

Tinmouth Castle, &c. 

For repstr of the batteries and works at Tin- 
moutn Caftlc, CJrfford's Fort, and Tinmouth- 
barracks — — ■ ■> 1000 — — 

Cinque-Ports Division. 
For ftaff, contingencies, and current fervice ■ ■ ■ 1 000 — — 

' * Feversham. 

JFor buildings, neceflary works, and implements 

for carrying on the manufadurc of gunpowder ■ ■ 1000 — — 



CarrVcAoNcx — f.^-^'v^v^ 
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Brought over — £-53*14 * 4 
Chatham. 
For repair of the barracks at Chatham, and for £, j. 1/. 
repairs of Giilingham, Cockhamwood, and 
Hownefs Forts, (laff, conting^cUsy and cur- 
rent fervicc — — i^oo — -^ 
For repairs of the powder magazines, &c. at 

Upnor Caftle — — looo — — 



2500 •— — i 



Sheerness. 
For repair of the breakwater*, ftaflf, contingen- 
cies, and current fervice — '- — , 1000 «-• •— « 

WiOLWICH. . . : I 

Towards the extraordinary expenc«s of the labo- 
ratory — — — zooo — — 
For llafF, contingencies, and charges, attending. 

the barracks — .^ _- 1000 ■— — • 

«-^ — t— 3000 — — 

Portsmouth*. 
For ftafF, contingencies, repairs of old works, and 
other buildings, at Portfmouth, and various 
places in the divifion, and for current fervice 6000 — — • 

For the works near the dock yard — -_ 3000 — — ^ 

^ ^i i' ^ ' $ooo — — 

GOSPORT. 

Towards carrying on the works at Fort Monckton >iqooo — - — 
For ftafF, contingencies, and repair of barracks and 

the lines — — — 1000 — — 

' 1 1000 •— — 

Plymouth. 

tor ftafF, contingencies, apd repairs of the cita- 
;de], and various places in the divifion, and for 
current fervice — • — ■ . 2000 — — — 

. Regiment qf Arti;.lery. 
Jor contingencies — - — » ■ ■ ■ ■ 5000— — 



Extraordinaries -^ -— 8671424 

Ordinary — * -— — 213382 14 9 



Ordinary and Extraordinaries »• X'3°°°9*» '7 i 



RICHMOND, &c. 
Maftcr General of His Majefty's Ordn;ince« 4t 

W. HOWE, JAMKS LUTTRELL, G. CRAWFl/RD, 

J. ALDRIDGE, THO. BAILLIE. 
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In concluCon, Captain Luttrell moved, " That a fum, 
•♦ not exceeding^ twenty-five thoufand pounds, be voted for 
•* the expence of Ordnance for land fervice for the year 
" 1786," meaning to apply the 5o,ocx)l. in hand to the fame 
tife. 
fir. Her* Mr. Herlert ftated, that, as the intended fyftem of fortifi- 
bfrt# cations, for the defence of the dock yards, was fet afidc, 

fomething ought to be done towards quieting tlie claims of 
thofe perfons whofe lands and houfes had been taken from 
them to make room for the fortifications, and who had not as 
yet been able to receive the value, the rent, or any fort of 
l^eturn. 
Mr.HoHf- ^'- Hold/worth obferved, that, in ha||ing given his vote 
iroit^' dgainft the fyftem propofed, he did not mean that it fhbuld 
be imagined that his opinion was that no fortifications were 
tieccfiary. He only defigned to vote againft the propofrd fyf- 
tem, or any other which went upon the idea, that the wbole 
of our navy might be out of port at one time: an idea 
which he could fubfcribe to as very likely to happen. He 
had taken the trouble to examine the prefent eftimate, and 
compare it with the Ordnance eftimate at the commencement 
of the laft peace : he wiihed, therefore, to ajQk the honpura- 
ble gentleman oppofite to him two or three quaftions, and ho 
really fhould aik them with no other view than a defire to ob- 
tain information. The amount of the Ordnance eftimates al- 
together was much larger this year than in the year to which 
he had referred. He wiihed to know the reafon ? The corps 
of engineers, and the royal regiment of -artillel-y, .were alfo 
confiderably increafecl in numbers, and confequently in ex- 
pence. He fhould be glad to know why this was fo ? Ano- 
ther queftion he wanted information upon was, Whether the 
expence of invalids was included in the charges for engineer 
corps and artillery ? 
\Ht, Lut- Mr. l^uttrell anfwered, that the Ordnance eftimate for the 
^^^ prefent year, when examined, would be found to be, on the 

average of a number of years, ;kbout the famfe with tlie efti* 
mates of the l^ft peace : that, in fa£l, the expences of the 
department of Ordnance were more increafed under feveral 
heads than ufual, and that next year there would be greater 
charges ftill under the head of extraordinaries. This increafe 
w;^s unavoidable, With regard to the corps of engineers, 
great complaint had been made at the commencement of the 
laft war that there were fo few engineers; and therefore the 
corps had been augmented in number, and confequently the 
expence incurred on that account was larger. The regiment 
of artillery was alfo increafed. Mr, Luttrell profeffed hihi- 
/eJf ready to give honourable gentlemen any explanation on 
gny p^ut of the fubjeSl wVi\c\\ \.\\e^ ts\\^\.m^\nr\^<«\N^ 
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Sir Griy Cooper iaidy that he rofe not to fpeak to the queC- Sir Grey 
tion, but merely to the forni and order of their proceedings, ^^l^* 
The motion appeared to him irregular. The amount of the 
Ordnance eftimate was 300,ooo!,; therefore, in point of form, 
the refolution fhould ftate that fam, and afterwards^ in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, provilion might be made 
for the 5P,oool. in hand, in confequeuce of the fyiiem of 
fortification round the dock yards, for which it had been 
Yoted, having been advanced. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt remarked, that he perfedlly coincided Mr. Chan- 
vixth the opinion of the honourable Baronet, that the motion cellorPitt, 
'was inaccurate, and that the whole amount of this eftimate 
ought to be voted id the Committee of Supply, and the 
<o,oooI* lying in the Exchequer be brought to account in the 
.Committee of Ways and Means, and there difpofed of for 
the fervice of the year. Although the Houfe had come to no 
4*pecific refolution on a former night, when the fubjed of the 
/orti£cation$ was before them, declaratory of its feofe of that 
tmeafure, the words of his motion having been negatived, 
;and thofe propofed to be fubftituted in their ftead having been 
'Vrithdrawn, yet, as their general opinion was eafily cotie£led 
from what had pafied in that debate, it ihould be a law to him, 
iiowever he might regret the failure of a plan which he did 
jnoft fincerely think extremely beneficial to the Public. He 
joined in opinion with an honourable friend, that the whole 
fyftem of fortifications had not been condemned, but that 
ithe fenfe of the Houfe was only to be underftood as being ad- 
•verfe to fortifications to the extent in which they had bee|i 
propofed; and he was perfeftly convinced that the principles 
on which gentlemen had argued and voted againll the fortifi- 
cations were extremely meritorious and well me.int ; nor did 
he by any means pretend to hold that thofe who oppofed them 
were bound to fuggeft any plan of fortification or fecur^ty for 
our dock yards in room of that which they had rejefted. It 
Was the duty of His Majefty's Minifters alone to devife the 
•means of public defence, and of Parliament to approve or 
condemn ; and if thofe means which appeared to Adminiftra^ 
-tion to be the heft were rejeiled, they were bound to produce 
•fuch as they thought next heft. In the prefent eftimate it 
would be found that there were two fums ftated for the pur- 
pofe of fortifications ; however, part of the general plan 
which had already been difapproved by Parliament (he appre- 
hended) would come within the defcription of fuch parts of 
it as feemed to be excepted againft by fuch gentlemen as were 
in oppofition to tl)e whole. There was a fum of io,oooI« for 
Fort Monckton, and of 3000I. for completing the lines at 
;pre(ent fubfifting for the defence of the dock yards^ wKicK^ 
ifovfx beipg uflfiiiiAed, wa5 4ieaily *m tVvt laxw &.ax^ ^^>^ \ 
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fnccefsful attack had been made, and a breach accompli (hej. 
If, therefore, it were not ^o be completed, it would be ahlo- 
hitcly ufelefs, and it would confequently prove more advife- 
able to level the whole, and convert the materials to fome 
other purpofe. Thefe lines were calculated to proteft the 
dock yard$ from immediate deftru(5lion, in cafe «in enemjr 
ihould debark at the moft obvious and pra6licable .places of 
landing at South-Sea Caftle, or the place where Fort Monck- 
ton flood ; and therefore, together with that laft- mentioned 
place, he apprehended the fenfe of every gentleman was, that ^ 
if any part of the plan ought to be adopted, it was that which * 
related to the completing thofe two wotks. 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid, that it gave him much pleafure to refleft, 
that, when the r'ght honourable gentleman expatiated upon 
the nature of mimlerial refponfibility, his remarks were un- 
exceptionable. He had very properly declared that he had 
DO right to demand from any gentleman, who voted againft 
the fortifications, a plan to fupply the pl.^ce of that which 
had been rejected. It was, however, a different language 
fi-^m that which he held upon the late debate concerning this 
fuh]f6\ ; but he fuppofed the condudt of the right honourable 
gentleman on that occafion proceeded from the effedts of dif- 
appointm'nt- It wa^ undoubtedly the duty of Minifters to 
furntfh plans for the public defence and fervice, and to fub- 
xnit them to the judgement of that Houfe, who had nothing 
to do but fimply to approve or rejeft; and, in cafe of the 
latter, Minifters were to fupply the place of fuch plans as 
were reje£led with others lefs exceptionable. The very mean- 
ing of the word refponfible was a fufficient proof that it 
could not apply to the whole Houfe of Commons ; for how 
* could tijev anfwer to a charge which alone implied refponfibi- 
lity? Indeed, from the fmgular manner in which the quef- 
tion alluded to had been determined, it would prove more 
eafy to fix the refponfibility on one individbal perfon ; but he 
ihould be very forry to hear it contended, that the Speaker of 
the Houfe, or the Chairman of a Committee, fhould be re- 
^ garded as anfwerable for the votes of that Houfe. For his 

own part, he could not entertain the moft diftant idea of op- 
pofing fo flight a charge as 3000I. for the completion of the 
iinfiniflied works at Portfmouth ; yet he muft beg leave to 
fignify his earneft wifties that Adminiftration would not 
venture to folicit this grant from the Houfe without a previ- 
ous declaration that the unfupported ftate of the dock yards 
rendered it indifpenfably requifite. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that the right honourable 
eellorPi.tt. gentleman had ventured to throw out an infinuation which 
called for an immediate reply. He chofe to fignify that his 
approbation of the feaUnvpuU vjVvviti \v^ V^^^^CU3acello^ of 
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the Exchequer) had uttered during the courfe of the prefent 
debate was much greater than any which he could confer 
upon thofe opinions which he delivered during a preceding 
day, concerning the fubjedl of fortifications : opinions which 
he acknowledged himfelf ready. to confider as the efFeiSlsof, 
difappointment. Mr. Pitt prfifeffed himfelf willingito grant 
that he was moft feverely disappointed ; yet was ii, he afked, 
a^difappointment of a perfonal objedl? Of fuch a difappoint- 
ment only he fhould be afked to fhew the efFeds ; but he was 
always ready to avow the fenfe which he fliouid feel of u dif- 
appointment in his hopes of promoting the public welfare* 
On fuch occafions he experienced, and conftantly fliould ex- 
perience, concern for the fake of the Public only; and he • 
flattered himfelf that his difappointment at the rejedtion of 
any plan of his would, at all times, proceed from the fame 
caufes which miglit induce him to propofe his plans — his 
anxiety fdr the welfare of his country. On fuch occafions,, 
therefore, he fhould give the right honourable gentleman,; 
leave to make ufe of the language .yyhich he had uttered, hut 
which he' was alfo fond of proceeding to, when be was lc& 
entitled to this freedom, and wlien he muft not expe<S to meet 
with fo readv an acquiefcence on his part. It was, however, 
rather fingular that the right lionourable gentleman /hould 
now approve of his language on this day, and have difap*- 
p/oved of it before; for it happened that on both days his 
language had been exaftly the fame — that it was the duty of 
IJis Majefty's Miniflers, and of no other, to contrive and 
produce proper plans for the public fervice; and if that 
Houfe difapproyed of fuch plans, then to fuggeft others in 
their ftead ; and although they were not anfwerable for fuch 
misfortunes as might arife from the reje<Stion of their plans, 
y-et they were highly accountable if they fhould omit the 
means, whatever they might be, of remedying the evils re-r 
fuking from the rejeftion of the original plan ; but he ima- 
gined that fo foon after the event of the laft debate on the 
fubjeft of fortifications, it would not be expelled that Mini- 
fters fliould come forward at that time with a new fyftem. 
He went over the general grounds of the former debate, and 
pointed out the different obje<Sls to which the confideration, 
firft of the Minifters, and afterwards of the Houfe, ought to 
be direfted, when any new fyftem was to be adopted, as firfl:, 
whether to fortify the landing places mofl adjacent to the 
dock yards, whether to fortify the dock yards themfelves 
only, or whether to fortify both ; for as to ^he fortifying the 
country furrounding the dock yards, that feemed to him tp 
be the part ot the plan of which chiefly the Houfe bad ex-" 
preflied its difapprobation. In cooclufion, Mr. Pitt remarked. 
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tbaty in his idea, the fervices to which td^ right honourable 
gentleman alluded were pofitively neceflary* 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox replied, that none ot the obfervations which had 
juft fallen from the right honourable gentleman were fuffi- 
ciently cogent to gain over his retradlion from the remark, 
that all refponfibility refted with Miniftcrs, and not with 
that Houfe ; but he was ready to admit that the right honoo- 
rable gentleman had pot it very fairly in his laft fpeecb, 
notwithftanding he had chofen to pernft in calling his lan- 
guage of that day, and on the 28th inftant, one and the iame 
language. For his own part, he would vote for the preienC 
eftimate, without exception, as the fum afked for forti£c»» 
tfons wa&fofmall, and, in confidence, the right honourable 

fentleman having declared, that he confidered the repair of 
'ort Monckton, and other works, as unavoidably requifite. 
OloncI Colonel Norton declared, that, in votftig againft the exten- 

Korton. five plan of fortifications on the 28th of February, he meam 
no more than to fignify his objeflion to that particular plan. 
I^H^od. Lord i/Wobfervcd, that he rofc tocorreS fome mifappre- 
benfions of the opinions with which he troubled the Houfe 
oh a preceding night. His argument had not gone to the 
idea, that the whole of our navy would be out at fea at the 
fame time, but merfely to prove that any thing which tended 
to give internal fecurity at home, fo as to enable our hofne 
fleet to be free to aft as the occafions of war might require^ 
was extremely eligible, and fit to be adopted. He would elu- 
cidate what he meant, by putting a cafe which, doubtlefs, 
would render his meaning obvious to his right honourable 
colleague, and to every man prcfent. . If the enemy's fleet 
ihould come to the mouth of the Chimnel, with a view to 
intercept and capture our merchantmen as they either failed 
home from the Eaft and Weft Indies, or on their way to 
both, would it not be admitted that we ought to fend our 
home fleet to fight there? It would, he imagined, be granted 
on all hands, that we fhould, Suppofe, then,^ the enemy had 
previoufly ftationed a large body of troops on their coaft, 
with a view to feize a fit opportunity of landing them On our 
ifland, in order to ftrike fome efFedlual blow ; and when our 
hon>e fleet came up to the enemy, they (hould fail into the 
ocean, ought we in that cafe to follow them ? He believed 
no body would deny that we ought ; bv*?caufe if we did iwt, 
•we immediately manifefled to all mankind that this country 
could only maintain a defenfive war, and every body knei^ 
that a defenfive war was what this country could ne^er fup- 
port. Then the cafe being fo circumflanced, if our dock 
yards were fortified, the enemy would be checked upon their 
jnvafion, and our home fleet might neverthelefs be away. 
Vniki this confideiauow it vi^i^ lU^ he had voted for the 
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propofed 'fyfteni of fortification ; nor did he doubt but that 
the unanimity with which the land and . n^val officers ap- 
proved of the plan for credljng fortifications was, in part, 
grounded upon motives fimilar to his. own. 

Captain Macbride contended that the naval officers did riot Capta?n 
unanimoufly approve of that plan. They had been tricked Macbride. 
into an appearance of granting their approbation of what, in 
faft, they did not approve. The Report was artfully drawn, 
and the provifoes and objedlions fo tranfpofed as to make the 
naval officers feem to have changed their opinions. When he 
came to the Horfe Guards, and was called on to fign, he ob« 
jefted, and faid, ** Surely his name ought not to appear as 
** approving the plan ;" when he Was told, if he did not fign. 
It would not appear that he had been of the Board. He in- 
deed approved highly of introducing a fluice of frefh water 
irito Plymouth dock y:ards, which would, he fuppofed, incur , 

an expence of about 20,cooI., and prove exceedingly advan- 
tageous. 

" . Mr. Bajlard declared hi^ opinion to be flrongly in favour of Mr. Baf- 
fortifications of fome fort ; and faid, that whenever a proper ^^^^* 
plan fhould be propofed, and fairly fubmitted to a board of 
naval and military officers, and it ftiould be afterwards fane- 
tioned by their approbation, he would vote for fuch a. plan as 
fatisfadlorily as he had voted againft that of the noble Duke 
at the head of the Ordnance. 

Mr. Alderman Hamwett fpoke in jufiification of the plan Mr. AM, 
for which (he fiid) he had voted. The noble Duke, he de- Hammat. 
clared, was as firnft and zealous a friend to the Conftitution 
as any man living. He had great and ihining talents, and 
reflefted luftre on every Cabinet of which he was a member. 

Captain Luttrell begged leave to advife his honourable friend Cipuin, 
(Captain Macbride) who, he faid, had lately turned orator, Luttrell. 
liot to imitate the example of chimney fweepers, and the 
loweft of the rable, in calling names, and dealing out per- 
fonal abufe, when debating in that Houfe. Talking of the 
naval officers having been tricked out of their opinions by a 
noble Duke, was an infult to their underftandings. 

Captain Macbride replied, that the honourable gentleman Captain 
might refi: afliired he would not take him for his pattern. Macbriic. 

Mr. DempJJer lamented exceedingly that he fliould fee an Mr.Dcmp* 
Ordnance eltimate amount to fo large a fum in time of peace. ^^^' 
He declared that he had taken the trouble to examine the 
Ordnance eftimates voted for many years pafts that from the 
peace of Utrecht to the next war, the amount had been no 
more than 91,000!. a year, and from the peace of Aix-la- 
Chapelle to the American war, (diftinguiflied by Mr. Pitt's . 
glorious conducS of it) the eftimate had never arifen above 
iicoool., or thereabouts. He ftated SkUo v^Wx. \x. \\^\ 

Vol. XIX. S s ^twi>axN\ft^ 
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amounted to ftom the peace of Paris till the laft moft unfor- 
tunate Amierican war, and then ftated the amount of the 
Ordnance during the Duke of Marlborough's wars in the 
reign of Queen Anne, contending that the efljmate at this 
day (a day of profound peace) was higher in amount than it 
had been during the Duke of Marlborough's wars. He con* 
'demned the voting 2000 additional feamen this year, and 
faid, that we ought to be rigidly oeconomical now that we 
had no enemy to cope with but the three per cents, the four 
per cents, the long annuities, and other funds. He advifcd 
the Minifter to wage a warm and vigorous war againft thpfe 
enemies. 

Captain Berkeley adverted to what had fallen in the debate 
on the fortifications from an honourable General, (Burgoyne) 
who had faid that he would defend this country by having an 
Auftrian army on the. banks of the Rhine. Whatever al- 
liances we made, of courfe they would contain ftipulation* 
obligatory upon us in return for the matters ftipulated on their 
part to perform in our behalf. He adverted to the barrier 
treaty, in which the Dutch had engaged to build forts fof 
the Emperor, and alked whether we would build forts irt 
Holland, if we were told it was unconftitutional ? The ten- 
dency of his argument went to prove that it was more eafy 
to talk of alliances than to form ^them, and that fortifying 
our dock yards would have infured us fecurity without 
pledging us to perform fervices for allies which might prove 
extremely inconvenient. 

Mr. Alderman Saivbririge proterted that" no man had enter- 
tained a higher opinion of the oeconomy of the noble Duke,* 
and of his zeal to preferve the freedom of eleftion ; he was 
forry, therefore, to be under the neceffity of accufmg him of 
grofs wafting of the public money, and a dire£b attempt to 
fnbvert the freedom of eleftion. Thefe charges, however, 
he would undertake to prove. Mr. Sawbridge then ftated, 
that certain veflcls belonging to Qneenborough were employed 
by the Ordnance in carrying ftores. Thefe veflels coft Go- 
vernment a great deal annually, full 1 500I. a year ; and when 
n noble Vifcount (Townfliend) prefided at the Board of Ord- 
nance, a fcheme was projefted to employ three hoys inftead 
of thefe vefTels, by which an. amafing faving would have been 
elfefted : in fadt, the whole expence muft, by this excellent 
reform, have funk fo low as 600I. The plan was ordered to 
he adopted when the late Miniftry were dilmifled ; but the 
noble Duke had continued the vefTels ever fince. This gave 
the Board of Ordnance an ele£tion influence at Queenbo- 
rough, infomuch that during the lafl ele6tion one candidate 
declared that he had been fent down by the Navy Board, 
while another faid, that he came from the Board of Ordnance; 

Mr. 
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Mr. Savvbridge now alked leave, and was permitted, to read, 
as part of his fpeech, the enfuing letter, written, he faid, 
and fent to the papers by one of his friends : 

" To the Duke of Richmond. 
** My Lord, 

** IT is not my intention to enter into an examination of 
your poliiical condudt, Apoftacy from principle, and de- 
fertion of connexions, have been fo common in the prefent 
unfortunate reign, that it would be a wafte of time and la-- 
bour to expatiate on the perfidy of an individual. I mean to 
confider you only in your official charafler. Your conduft 
in the military department of the Ordnance is now very ge^ 
nerally underftood, and univerfally reprobated. The firft 
profeffional men in the country have fully expoftd the hard- 
ihip of thofe oppreiTive regulations in the corps of engineers, 
by which, under the fpecious name of reform, you have 
aimed only at an extenfion of your power, and the futility 
of thofe vifionary proje£ls of defence, which arc as inconfif- 
tent with your repeated declaraiicns as with every military 
principle; I fhajl, therefore, confine my obfervations to the • 
civil branch of your office, and, comparing your condudt 
with your profeflions, refpefting the fpecific abufes of which 
yoU' have moft loudly complained,- leave the Public to judge 
of the jullice of your pretenfions to the character of a re- 
former. 

" When you entered into office, you thought proper, in 
the courfe of a very long fpeech in tl»e Houfe of Lords, to 
enter much at large into the abufes of the department you 
was called upon to fill, and to arraign, in very fevere terms, 
the conduft of your predecefTors. You particularly com- 
plained, that, for the purpofe of parliamentary influence^ » 
the Board of Ordnance had been entirely compofed of mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons. ' Great and extenCve,* 
you obferved, * is the power and weight of the Board ; mofl: 

* of the /hipping employed in their fervice is taken up from 

* Queenborough, with a view to influence the eledion for 
f that place/ You pledged yourfelf, in the (Irongell man- 
ner, to put an end to the corrupt prodigality which you had 
reprobated, and to deflroy that undue influence which, upon 
your avowed principles, was incompatible with the fafety of 
the Conftitution. 

" There is no difficulty in ftating what your conduft 
ought to have been after thofe voluntary profeffions, after 
this laboured detail of projeded reforms. The People had a 
right to expe6l that the members of the Board would be ap- 
pointed without any view to parliamentary arrangements, 

S s 2 ^oJ^. 
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^ill lefs to the little politics of a county. That you would 
'obferve a ftridl neutrality in the eleilions for the borough 
which you had particularly delcribe.d as under the influence 
of the Ordnance ; neither exerting that influence yourfelf, 
nor permitting it to be exerteid by others. That you would 
inquire whether the Public had been ferved on the cheapeft 
terms by thofe freemen of that borough, whole tranfadlions 
with the Board you deemed of fo fufpicious a nature*; and 
would difcharge every ufelcfs veflel, retrench every n.eedlefs 
expence, and introduce the moft rigid ceconomy, efpecially 
in thofe articles of expenditure whefe ^economy and reduc- 
tion of influence might go hand in hand. 

" In no refpeft have you juftified the confident expefla- 
tions of the Public. I fhall not dwell on the indecency of 
"beftowing on Sufliex gentlemen almoft every appointment of 
value and confequence. In fome inftances, perhaps, the tic^ 
of private friend fliip/ and a fenfe of gratitude for paft fer- 
Vices, may have operated even on your mind ; in others, no 
motive can be fuggefted for your conduct, but that of ex- 
tending your influence. It is true that mofl. of the gentle- 
men, who were the objeft of your favour, were not at that 
time pofleflTed of feats in the Houfe of Commons, It would 
iiot have been prudent to have began your ofiicial career with 
a grofs and public violation of recent pfofeflipns. You, 
therefore, adopted the happy and honourable expedient of 
£rfl: introducing your friends into of5ce, and theri endeavour- 
ing to bring them into Parliament. 

"'"' The borough of Queenborough, to which, in your 
fpeech in the Houfe of Lords, you called the public atten- 
tion in fo particular a manrier, appears to have engrofled no 
inconflderable fhare of your own That attention has,' how- 
ever, been dire6led not to the reduflion, ,but to the fupport 
of the extenfive influence in the eledlioiis for that place, to 
which you fucceeded on your acceflion to power ; which you 
derived folely from your official fituation ; which, in other 
hands, had called forth your bitterefl: inve^ives ; and which 
* you have kept up at the public expence, and exerted without 
decency or moderation. In a very few weeks after you had 
delivered the fpeech to which I have referred, you took mea- 
fures to bring in one of your friends ori an expfedted vacancy 
for Queenborough, which I have great reafon to believe you 
engaged in a negociatlon with Sir Charles Frederick to pro- 
cure. While Lord Rockingham was purfuing his fyftem for 
i-educing the influence of the Crown, you was preparing- to 
exert that influence ; while Mr, Crewe's bill, to prevent re- 
venue officers from voting at cledJions, was paflSng through 
the two Houfes, under the aufpices of the Adminiftration of 
i^^hich you was a.member, 'jou vj2i^ endeavouring to defeat 
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the good cffefls of that falutary meafure, which you did not 
dare openly to oppofe. 

" When you refumed your .office on the removal of the 
Portland Adminiftration, apd one Parliament having been 
diflblved by prerogative, another was to be packed by cor- 
ruption, you refumed your attempt, and united your intereft 
witli that of the Admiralty, for the purpofe of forcing two 
members on the town of Queenborough, in oppofition to the , 
known wiflies of a great majority of the independent free- 
men. The open and fliameful exertions of the influence of 
Xjovernment, to which I was a witnefs during the conteft, 
have been equalled perhaps, but I am fure never exceeded, 
under the moft profligate Adminiftration which this country 
has ever experienced. Commodore Bowyer, who was one of 
the Court candidates, declared from the huftings, at a public 
meeting of the eleftors. that he came there at the exprefs re- 
gueft, and that he flood in the»intereft and recommendation of 
Lord Howe; and Mr. Aldridge, who was your candidate, 
avowedly canvafled in his official capacity of principal Store- 
keeper of the Ordnance. 

** The influence of which you have thus unwarrantably 
availed yourfelf, is principally derived from the employment 
*4Df an unneceflTary and (in time of peace) unprecedented num- 
ber of Ordnance veflels at Sheer nefs, in the rivers Thames 
jand Medway, for the purpofe of conveying ftores on board 
the King's fhips ; moft of thefe veflels, inftead of being taken 
up by contradt, as is the pradice at Portfmouth and Ply- 
mouth, have been put on the eftablifhment, at an enormous 
expence to the Public, for the emolument of freemen of 
•Queenborough, of whom the mafters and mates are entirely 
compofed. In proof of what I have advanced, I will ftate 
,the annual expence of thefe veflfcls from the beft eftimate I 
have been able to procure. 

*' The mafter of the Marlborough gun hoy, at Sheernefs, 
of about ninety tons, is allowed 160I. per annum to provide 
three men, and a houfe, which lets for 16I. more; and the 
repairs of this veflil may be fairly eftimated at 70I. more — , 
total expence to Government -146!, per annum. The Frede- 
ric powder boat, at Sheernefs, of about thirty-five tons, is 
at prefent on what is called the old eftabliihment, which con- 
fifts of a mafter and mate, whofe falaries (the mafter being 
. allowed 2s. 6d. per day, and the mate 2s. j amount to 82I. per 
annum ; and the men, when a veflTel on this eftablifhment is 
on fervice, are hired from the gun wharf at is. 6d. per day 
each. Although this veflel is in fuch bad repair as to be to- 
tally unferviceable, and the pofts of mafter and mate are 
therefore become mere finecures, you thought proper, on the 
death of the mafter, fome time fiace, to revjao^dxJaafexNvce^ 
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of a freeman of Queenborough, who had been aAive io your 
intereft, by appointing him to fucceed. The Ligonier powr 
der boat, at Chatham, of about forty-five tons, is on the 
new eftablifliment, which confifts of a mafler and mate, 
whofe falaries (the mafler being allowed 60I. per annum, and 
72I. to provide two men, and 30!, per annom^for a boy^ and 
the mate 48K) amount to ^loL, and, the repairs cofl 70I. 
more — total 280I. per annum. The Lord Townfliend, of 
forty-five tons, at Woolwich, is on the fame eftabh/hment, 
and cods 250I. per annum ; the falaries of mafler and mate 
jimounting toaiol., and the repairs to 40!. The Amherfl^ 
of forty tons, at Purfleet, cofts '232I. per annum ; the falary 
of the matter amounting to 162I., and the repairs to 70I. 
There are alfo two contr.»£l veflels on the fame flarion, which 
cofl 409I. That at Cliatham, of about ninety tons, is hired 
at I as. per day ; and that at Sheernefs, of about feventy tons, 
at I OS. 6d. 

" On the whole, the gun hoy and powder boats on thij 
fiatioii, in conflant pay, cofl Government the annual fum of 
1499I. Of this expence logol. is incurred by the eflablilb- 
jnent, which confifts of five veflels, and two hundred fifty- 
five tons of fhipping, and provides for eight freemen of 
* Queenborough ; and 409I. only by two veflels of one hundred 

and fixty tons of fhipping, hired by contraft. 

** From this flatementit is evident that the employment of 
eflablifhed, in preference to contradl veflels, is perfedlly in- 
•confiflent with every principle of eeconomy. Thofe on the 
new eftablifhment, on an average, cofl each 75I. percent, 
more than a con t raft veflel of the fame burden. The Am- 
berfl, of forty-five tons, at Portfmouth, ,was hired at 8s. per 
day, (i4Sl« per annum) while Lord Townfhend was Mauer 
General. . I have been informed by perfons of much judge- 
ment and experience, that three vefTels, which might be taken* 
up by Conoraft for 600L per annum, would be fully fufficient, 
in time of peace, for the ordinary fervice of the Ordnance at 
Sheernefs, and in the Thames and Medway, which now cofl 
1499I. If that is the cafe, there is an unnecefTary expendi- 
ture in that article of 150U per cent. But whatever may be 
the fpecific amount, I am juflified in aflBrming, that very 
great profufion is pradlifed ; and that that profufion, in its 
efFe6l and operation, has a corrupt influence in the eledlions 
for Queenborough. 

*' Thefe abufes, which duty and confifienoy called on you 
to put an end to, feem to be not only connived at, but openly 
prote£ted and encouraged. While Lord Townfhend prefided 
at the Ordnance, a plan of retrenchment was adopted, and 
the Queenborough veflels were ordered to be difcharged, on 
the repon of Captain DickitvCon, one of the fupcrintendants of 
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the fliipping, to whrch the confideratiori of that bufihefs had 
«been referred by a minute of the Board. On your return to 
office, not contented with inftantly reje£ling that plan, an^ 
reftoring that very expenfive eftablifliment which your pre* 
deceflbr had abohflied, you thought proper to relieve your 
Qufeenborough friends from the troublefome control of Cap- 
tain Dickinfon, and to transfer the fuperintendance of theic 
veflels to Mr. Webb, who is a freeman of that place. One 
uniform principle pervades every department of the Ord* 
liance ; while the Matter General fits as Prefident of the 
Board of Inquiry into the efficacy of his own plan, the map* 
nager of a borough intereft is employed to watch the expen- 
diture,* and to check the prodigality from whence that intereft 
is derived. 

" A Freeman of Queenbqrough.** 
•^/Vi. 18, I786," 

Captain Luttrell replied, that he fhould admit that Captain CaptaH 
pickinfon had reported to the noble Vifcount (Townfhend) Lmtrcil. 
that the Public would reap advantage from carrying ftores by 
three hoys, inftead of by the four veflels, called the Townf- 
Rend, the Conway, the Ligonier, and the Frederic ; yet no 
mention had been made concerning what thefe would fell for, 
and what the three hoys would coft. On fubfequent examU 
nation, however, it, appeared, that the four old veflels might 
be worth 350U a piece, but the hoys would coft 1 150I. each. 
For this reafon the projedt had been abandoned. With re- 
gard to the ele6lion influence, that flood exaftly the fame, 
whether the hoys or the veflels had been adopted, as the men 
were to have been the fame as thofe already employed. 

Mr. Courtenay faid, he confidered the amount of the Ord- Mr. Cour^ 
liahce eftimate as fo trifling a confideration, weighed againft ^^"^Y^ 
the late greater queftion of the fortifications, that he meant 
not at firft to have fpoken in the debate ; but he now felt it 
necefl!ary to explain the whole bufinefs of the Qi?eenborbugh 
veflels, and to ftate, that Captain Dickinfon was a naval engi- 
neer, bred up under a noble Vifcount, (Howe) at prefent fit* 
ting at the head of the Board of Admiralty, and perfeftly 
competent to decide refpefling the hoys. That had the laft 
Mafter General of the Ordnance (Vifcount Townfhend) 
continued in office, the hoys would certainly have been 
;?dopted to the faving of 30«ol. yearly ; yet what could be 
more ridiculous than the ceconomy of the noble Duke ! (of 
Richmond.) When he firft entered that Houfe, he cam^ in 
loaded with farthing fandbags, and could fcarcely totter un» 
der their weight to the table, though fupported by a pair of 
the beft beech crutches which all Sufliex could produce ! His 
ceconomy that year was wonderful ; for, after iett^tvdvv;\%\w v 
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every miiiute particular, the noble Duke had faved the natioE^ 
full 14I. 9s. sidi Mr. Courtenay mentioned the new addi- 
tion to the Ordnance OflSce, in Old Palace Yard, as an in- 
ilance of one work of public expence not put into the efti- 
ipates, and as a proof that the honourable member's (Captain: 
Luttrell) boaft, that the eftimates contained the whole of the 
expenditure, was unfounded. 

Cwtain Captain Luttrell anfwered, that the ereilion of the new 

LwardL building in queftion came under the head of repairs, dated by 
the Tower department, and that all buildings were nientioned 
under the fame head during the time of the laft Mafter Ge- 
, neral of the Ordnance. 

Mr. {Steele. Mr. Steele faid, that he recollefted that a charge of having 
written a letter to a noble Duke, at that time at the head of 
the Adminiftration, complaining of his Grace's not having .-j 
turned out two Cuftom-houfe officers, who had voted againft ' 
the honourable magiftrate on fome eleftion, had been, lome 
few years fince, handed about ; and it was not, therefoirCt 
jftrange that an attempt fhould have been made to impeach the . 
noble Duke's known regard for the freedom of eleflion, when 
even the honourable Alderman's zeal for the fame fpecies of 
freedoitv had not efcaped calumny. 

Mr. Aid. Mr. Alderman Sawbridge begged leave to remind the Houfe, 

Sawbridge. ^^^ \^q offered to prove the faSs which he had ftated ; would 
the honourable gentleman do the fame ? One thing, however, 
he muft fay in reply, that, throughout the whole courfe of 
his life, he had not enjoyed the honour of writing a tetter W 
any noble Duke whatever. 

Mr.Slopcr. Mr. Sloper obferved, that the Coipmittee were going tea 
vote, without knowing the reafon fdr its taking place. Thei 
io,oool. for repairing Fort Monckton, and the 3060I. for the 
works at Portfmouth, were both of therti portions of the* 
fyftem, the greater part of which the Houfe had decided 
ihould not be carried into execution. The noble Duke had 
affumed credit for ceconomy in the office over which he prc- 
fided. But did the prefent eflimate by any means difcover 
that he was entitled fo much to plume himfelf upoit his / 
frugality ? 

Mr.Powys. Mr, Powys retiiarked, that he was nearly on the point of 
embracing an opinion, that no gentleman fhould fpeak on the ' 
fubje6l who Was unprepared, either with a charge agaihft the 
noble Duke, or a panegyric upon his official virtues. He 
meant to deal in neither, but merely to afk a queftion — ^what 
fortifications were meant to be carried on ? The old upon the 
large fcale, the new ones according to part of the noble 
Duke's plan, or were the old ones to be finifhed on a reduced 
plan ? 
^ Mr. 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid the latter; but Mr. Powys and 
fome other gentlemen objefted to voting the io,oool. for 
Fort Monckton, and 3000L for the works at Portfmouth, as 
they were parts of 32,oooh and 20,000! , till the queftion of 
fortification was finally fettled. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe again, and contended that the Mr. Chwi- 
plan rejedled by the Houfe confided of three different plans ^^^^^ *'^"' 
combined ; and fince the Adminiftration woald not be per- 
mitted to have the whole of the plan, they fhould try to have 
as much of it as the Houfe, by whofe opinion they were glad 
to be guided, were willing to adopt; but as it certainly 
would make the prefent vote ftand more diftindl and clear if 
tiie two articles, of Fort Monckton and the works at Portf- 
mouth were taken out of the eftimate, he would confent to 
withdraw th6m, and fo reduce the fum to be then voted, by 
taking off 13,0001. 

This was confented to, and, at length, the eflimate re- 
duced, was voted. 

Mr. Burke now moved that queftion for papers, relative 
to Delhi, which the order of the day had been moved upon 
during the courfe of the preceding Friday. 

Mr. DitncUis faid, tint he would not mifpend the time of Mr. Dun- 
the Houfe fo much as to go ag«^in over thofe reafons which he ^^^* 
had on Friday fo amply iiated in detail ; reafons inducing him 
to refufe his confent to thofe motions, which, if carried,- 
would reveal fecrets that policy required fliogld be concealed. 
The motion was one of that defcription, and therefore he 
muft ohje6b again ft it. ^ \ 

. Mr. Sheridan complained of that manner of refufing ma'e- Mr.Shcr^ 
rial papers, without ftating any particular fpecific reaibn for <!*"• 
fuch refufal ; but what he principally rofe for, he faid, had 
been in order to give the Houfe an explanation of that charge, 
or rather infinuation, refpeftiug him, which r.n honoura- 
ble gentleman oppofite to him had advanced. The Com- 
mittee would recolledt, that when he heard of tlie matter on 
fViday evening, he had afted in the manner which he hoped 
thsv would think moft proper for him to adopr u uler the clr- 
cumftances of the cafe as they then ftoo.^. He h.ui fince that 
bad an interview with the perfon, with whom h^ had talktd 
Upon the fubjedl, and who indeed he had commiflioned to go 
to tbe honourable gentleman oppofite to him, who he did n* t 
doubt would do him the juftice fully to explain tD the Hou e 
vrhenhe fat down, that he had been miftaken n his fa£V, ha- 
ving been fatisfied by the gentleman in queftion that he wrs 
miiiaken. In order to make the Houfe more clearly und r- 
ftand what he meant, it would be neceflary for him to ftate a 
little of fome opinions, which he had ever refecvtd vv\ \\ -^ 
own mind, and did not intend to have l\.;vl^«^, \\;sA v\ov vVw^ 
Vol. XIX. Tt \.v^vv.^^;^ 
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hufinefs made it neceffary. XVith regard to India aflFairs, he 
had thought there were but two lines of condud^ to be pur- 
fued after thofe emphatic refolutions of the 28th of May, 
1782, had been voted. The one was to recal Mr, Haftings 
immediately by the ftrongarm of Parliament, and punifhhim 
cxemplarily; the other, to bring in an India bill, in whicli, 
pn grounds of expediency, on account of the times not bear- 
ing fo ftrong a meafure, and the diiFerencc of opinion refpec- 
ting it, no retrofpedl fhould be had, but all the claufes fhould 
look to the future. So thinking, when the India bill of his 
right honourable friend was preparing, the latter meafure ap- 
peared to him moA expedient to be followed, more efpecially 
as the time for calling home Mr. Haftings, by a<ft of Parlia- 
ment, was, in his mind, gone by, and therefcrre he had fent 
a friend to the honourable gentleman oppofite to him to know 
whether Mr. Haftings would come home, if recalled. In the 
courfe of thoi converfation which he had with his friend, the 
intended India bill was certainly mentioned, but merely as 
matter of converfation, and not as a propofition to the ho- 
nourable gentleman. This he had the happinefs to, fay was 
the true ftate of the cafe, as the gentleman in queftion had 
aflured botli him and the honourable gentleman oppofite to 
him, and that there had not been the moft diftant idea of 
bartering with Mr. Haftings for his fupport of the India bill. 
Ma}. Scott. Major Scott perfeftly admitted that the gentleman whom he 
had feen originally on the bufinefs had confirmed^ fi nee Fri- 
day laft, every fyllable which the honourable gentleman had 
tittered ; and he begged leave to thank him for fo fair a ftate- 
ment of the tranfafl:ion. He only differed from him in one 
particular : he had always conceived that the converfation 
about Mr. Fox's India bill had been the principal, and the 
queftion as to whether Mr. Haftings would come home, or 
would ere£t the flandard of rebellion in India ? the acceflary 
point and caufe of the meflage to him. Mdft certainly the 
gentleman with whom he converfed had aflured him it was 
not, and he was bound to think fo now. But he would ftate 
to the Houfe why it was natural for him to have thought fo 
at the time, and the matters had very ftrongly imprefled his 
mind in that way ever fince. In the firft place, he bad no 
powers from Mr. Haftings to treat of his refignation, and he 
had ftated as much at the India Houfe three years ago, by 
reading a part of Mr. Haftings's inftru6lions to him ; and, as 
a farther proof that fuch had been the impreffion which he 
had received, he muft beg leave to read from the Morning 
Chronicle the following paragraphs, and anfwers, which had 
appeared in it on the fubjeft in 1783 : 

Morning Chronicle^ Ncv. 22, 1 783. ** Mr. Fox, in his 
fpeech on Tuefday, dec\ves, \tv tt\^^&. Vi Mr% Haftings, 
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that his bill was not meant to have nny rttrofpeSii that it 
depended entirely on the friends of the Governor General, 
whether what was paft fhould be buried in oblivion^ or the 
wholt of Mr. Haftings's condudl fhould be expofed to the fe- 
vereft parliamentary animadverfion. Should the friends *of 
Mr. Haftings throw obftrudlions in the way of a parliamen- 
tary reform, this, in addition to their unparall^lled enormities, 
would unqueftionablv'juftify a hill of attainder in the evidence 
already in the poffeffion of the Houfe. Let not Mr. Haf- 
tings's friends deceive themfelves, by expedting that thofe 
pien, who, ivomfoBloiiS vie^Ms^ were predetermined to oppofe 
every plan for reforming the abufes of the Company, will 
fupport them afterwards in procuring impunity^ to Mr. Hal- 
tings ; they ought to recolleft, that the late Lord Advocate is 
the perfon who not only moved the fevereft cenfure againft 
Mr. Haflings, but alfo carried through a vote for his recal. 
The temper, the c;onneSions, the influence of Mr. Dundas 
over his friend, (Mr. Pitt) and the reft of the leading cha- 
ra6ler$ of oppofltion, are too notorious to efcape the obfer* 
vations of the moft inattentive," 

Morning Chronicle^ Nov. 24, 1783. *♦ A paragraph of a 
very extraordinary nature having appeared in this paper on 
Saturday, with a view of intimidating the agent of Mr. 
Hafting's, and his friends, Major Scott conceives himfelf 
called tiipon, by the duty he owes to his principal, and to his 
country, (in which he has an Weditary ftalce, and is there- 
fore as much entitled as ^ny Engli/bman can be) to giveT his 
fentiments upon the moft pernicious fcheme that was ever 
brought forward to the public view. Mr. Haftings and his 
friends equally defpife threats and promifes. Will the Public 
fuppofe, or can Mt. Haftings's friends be fo weal^ that men, 
who have purfued Mr. Haftings with a degree of inveteracy 
and tpalice which is unparalleiled in the annals of this coun- 
try, now wifli to ftop fliort, out of tendernefs to that gen- 
tlen^an? Mr. Fox knows perfeiSlly well that neither Mr, 
Haftings qor his friends are a<3:ual^ by fa<5lious views. He 
knows alfo, that they fear no rftrofpeBj and wifh for no obli- 
vion. And he not only knows, but feels, that the purity of 
Mr. Haftings's charafler, and the integrity of his conduft, 
have placed him beyond the reach of malice. Mr. Haftings 
has faid boldly and openly, * If I am gi violator of public 
^ faith, do not cenfure me; puniih me with death.' His 
friends in England fay the fame 5 and they afiure Mr. Fox, 
or hisfricndf who has thrown out the threat of a hill of attain- 
der^ that they will meet it with the fame readinefs, and op- 
pofe it with the fame firmnefs, as they have done the threat of 
delinquency^ and the fallacious Reports of the Select Com- 
mittee^ Major Scptt i»uft be the mollt'vui;xavo\x^rft3ccv\vv\t,fe4n 
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if he could be induced, by any confideration upon earth, to 
facrifice the caufe of the Eafi-India Company, after that 
Company have fo honourably fupported the Governor Gene- 
ral againft every attempt to remove him. With refpedl to 
Mr. Dundas, the Public will- be pleafed to recolle6l, that he 
difavowed every idea of delinquency in Mr. Haftings : he 
pever was pledged to God, thje Houfe of Commons, and the 
nation, to remove Mr. Haftings on any other ground than 
that oi expediency ; and he argued for that expediency thus :— 
^ The Mahiattas will not make peace with Mr.' Haftings, be- 

caufe he has forfeited their confidence. The refult has proved 
that Mr. Dundas was miftaken." 

Morning Chronicle^ N^v. lb, 178^. " The correfpondent 
who fent the paragraph relative to Mr. Haftings to the Morn- 
ing Clironicic of Saturday, cannot but exprefs the utmoft 
aftonifliment at the defperate effrontery of that gentleman's ' 
agents. After Mr. Haftings has been convifted, in the only 
way it was poflible 10 convidl him, of the moft Jhgitions 
delinquency; when it is on the records of Parliament, and ad- 
mitted by himfelf and his agents, that he received a bribe of 
lco,ccol., without deigning to afiign a motive for his accep- 
tance of it ; to have extirpated a whole people, who had ne- 
ver given him any caufe of oiFence, for a fum of money; 
when his rumous contradls, extortions, and monopolies, are 
confefled by his warmeft friends -^ is the amhaffudor of fuch a 
man to be fuffered to brave the public juftice, and to tell the 
.nation that A4r. Haftings laughs at the impotent vengeance of tht 
Britifh Parliament I " 

Morning Chronicle^ Kgz\ 27, 1783. *^ Major Scott is ex- 
ceedingly unwilling to draw the attention of the Public from 
the great fubjeft now before them, by intruding upon their 
notice any matters wliich could only afFc6t Mr. Haftings per- 
lonally, becaufe that genileman^s hour of trial muji come, and 
then the nation will be able to judge how far he has deferved 
the treatment lie has met with fince the 22d of March, 1782. 
/The writer of a paragraph in yefterday's paper has, however, 
jumbled tcgether fo many charges, that a ihort reply is ablb- 
lutely neceffary. 

" Mr. Haftings has never been cov[v\£(tA of flngitious dc'^ 
linquency. It is not admitted by Mr. Haftings, or his agents, 
that he received a bribe of loo,ccol., without affigning his 
reafons. His letters to the Court of Direftors are lull proof 
of the contrary. Mr. Haftings did not extirpate a nation. 
The Rohilla war, here alluded to, had been fully explained. 
Mr. Haftings has not given away ruinous contracts, or efta- 
bliflied monopolies; nor has he been guilty of extortion. 
Major Scott's letters to Mr. Rurke have fully detedled the 
i'Mc ilatements coixXa\uc;\vu \.\v^ ^\\vOt\ ^^^^a of the Seleft 
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Committee. Major Scptt neither wifhed to brave, nor to fly 
from public juftice, though he rejc^ed the offer of an aii of ob- 
livion fur his principal^ provided he would remain ftlent during the 
prefent attack upon the Eaji-Tndia Company. If it were necef- 
fary to go now into the fubjedl," one fhort fentence from the 
Ninth Report of the Seleft Committee "would prove that Mr. 
Haftings, fo far from being convided, is not yet charged with 
delinquency ; for the fublime Reporter fays, page 53, * The 

* Reports of your Committee are no charges^ though they 

* may poffihly furnilh matter for chargeP 

Doubtlefs neither the Houfe nor the Public were warranted . 
to fuppofe that ihefe paragraphs came from the honourable 
gentliSman, (Mr. Sheridan*;) but they certainly came from 
fome where : they did not fall down from heaven on the com- 
pofitor's letter cafe ; and as they ran in the fame ftile with a 
right honourable gentleman's (Mr. Fox) fpeech on opening 
his India bill, they certainly came from fome friend of that 
gentleman. 

Mr. Sheridan rofe once or twice to correft Major Scott, Mr.Shcrl- 
and to beg that he would let the Houfe know that it had been <!»»• 
their mutual friend, and not he, (Major Scott) who fet him 
right as to the real purport and end of the meflage. 

Mr. Fox exprefled great fatisfa£tion that the matter had been Ma Fox» 
■fo well cleared up, and repeated what he had thrown out on 
Friday, the inftant he heard the infinuation made, afluring 
the Houfe that he never had entertained a thought of comprb- 
xnifing with Mr. Haftings, as the fpeech which he made on 
opening his India bill had fufEciently proved. It was likewife 
clear that he had been concerned in no treaty of the kind in 
queftion, or it would have been natural for him to have wait- 
ed to have learnt how the treaty went on before he opened 
his hill. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt refufed to comply with the motion, as Mr. Cfian- 
tending to afFed the policy of India, by opening the fecrets of ^^^^^l*^'^ P»"* 
negociations in that country, which the peace and tranquil- 
lity of Hindollan rendered abfolutely neceffary fhould remain 
nndivnlged. Major Brown's ktter he treated as the unau- 
thenticated effufion of a chimerical projeftor, that might 
neither deferve the credit of the Houfe, nor afieft the cha- 
ra6^er of Mr. Haftings. 

Mr. Burke read part of Major Brown's letter from Delhi, Mr. Burk< 
and of Mr, Haftings's letter from Lucknow, as a portion of 
his fpeech, and declared that if tlie infinuation of an honou- 
rable gentleman had been true, and he had been deferted by 

* On this occafion the Printer declared, upon his honour, that the 
paragraphs in queftion did not come to him from Mr% Sll^ud^rv.^ ^^ 
from any member oi Parliameut. 
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his honourable friem?, aqd by all mankind, the grCfit caufe be . 
was engaged in fliould not have been abandoned, but, eveq 
Handing alpne, he would have proceeded. 
The flpuf^ divided on the qu^ftion — 

Ayes -.- 34. 

Noes . - r 88 

Majority r - 54 
A motion having been imrnediately afterwards-made for cOf 
pies of three letters — two from Major Brown at Delhi, and 
one from Mr. Haftings af Lucknow, 
BIr.Foxt ^^' ^^* remarked, that if the papers flated in the queflioa 
were refufed, there was an end of afking for papers, however 
mateiial ig the profecution thofe papers might be, aod-how- 
f5ver free from any imputation of being dangerous or likely tp 
;iS^&i the policv of India. He could not believe, however, 
that His Maje(ty*s Minifter would go the length of refufing 
the three letters in queftion ; if he did, what a ihameful faft 
would it not eflablifh ? Would it not then appear in broad and 
ilriking colours, that a right honourable gentleman had per- 
fuaded that Houfe to vote a nun^ber of ftrpng refolutions, to 
not one of whi<ph he meant that they fhould ever give force 
and efficacy ? Of the papers now called for, the Houfe could 
;5iiready perceive the tendency, fince, in the preceding debate, 
they had heard the moft material paflages read and argued on. 
They muft, therefore, be aware, that no harm whatever could 
arife from producing them ar^d making them public ; he and 
his friends had duplic;ites of them already. in their poflei&on, 
and were perfeflly maflers of their contents. In refufing to 
let them formally b^ laid upon the table, the other fide of the 
Houfe would ftand without excufe. Mr. Fox contended that 
it was, in his mind, impofiibJe that they fliould do fo ; if they 
did, and pleaded that their granting the papers would afiedl 
the policy of India, he muft declare, that ever fince he f^t 
in Parliament, he never had witnefled fo difgraceful a con- 
du6l ; his comfort, however, would be, that, however the 
Minifter might withftand every individual motion for papery, 
and prevent any thing like evidence from being obtained, 
however he might rely on the power of his majorities in that 
Houfe, there was another tribunal to which he muft go for 
trial, the tribunal of the Public, who would judge for tncm- 
felves; and however the light honourable geqtif man might 
reft fatisfied, in affigning as a reafon for rejefting his right ho- 
nourable friend's motions, that, if granted, they would afie^l 
the policy of India, a reafon too general to be combated, and 
which, if admitted as a fufficient juftification for refufal in 
every cafe, would amount to a direft vefting of Minifiers 
with the power pf pWe^in^ tNtT"^ d^lmc^eut^^ bp^ever c?i* 
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iftinal, and of qualhing every inquiry and every accufation, 
however founded, at a fingle ftroke. The right honourable 
gentleman might Ibnd affured, that, though that Houfe 
would reft content, the honour of the nation would not be 
fatisfied, nor would the People be pleafed at feeing their re- 
prefentatives aft in a manner fo difgraceful to tnemfelves, 
and fo foreign to the. purpofes of fubftantial juftice, Mr. 
Fox now exclaimed, '* What a precious farce is daily aSing 
«« within thefe walls !** We fee the friends of Rlr. HaftingS 
affefting to be eager that every paper called for fhould be 
granted ; we fee the King's Minifters rifing to declare that 
every thing that can properly be granted ihall not be refufcd ; 
we near other gentlemen, who call themfeives independent 
men, faying, By all means let the Houfe know the whole, 
and be put into pofleiTion of every neceflary fpecres of infor- 
mation ; and yet we fee the fame men all of them dividing 
tcgether to enforce a negative to a motion for fuch informa- 
. tion, and we fee them helping eath other out with hints and 
whifpers during the debate, and pointing to nutters appofitc 
to the argument ontheir fide the queftion, in like, manner as 
my right honourable friend and I would affift each other when 
we are maintaining the fame point and arguing for the fame 
parpofe. 

Mr. ChanceHor Pin exprefled his hopes that he fliould not Mr. Own- 
be ibought lefs grounded in prefuming to withftand the pre- ccllor Pitt. 
fent motion, if he did not follow the right honourable gen- 
tleman's example, and make a fpeech full of angry words, 
delivered with ail the vehemence of paflionate expreffion. 
Notwithftanding what the right honourable gentleman had 
thrown out by way of threat, no menaces fhould intimidate 
him, or induce him to quit that line of condudl which he felt 
it to be his duty to purfue. The prefent motion he /liould 
rejeSty and he trufted the majority of the Houfe would fup** 
port him in that rejedlion, when he informed them that it 
was neitlier more nor lefs than the fame motion which the 
HoufQ had juft decided againft admitting, only put into ano- 
ther (faape« The right honourable gentleman had mifrepre* 
fented his arguments : he had not nakedly ftated that the rea- 
fon of his refuCng his confent to the motion juft negatived 
was becaufe the papers then moved for would, if agreed to, 
afffeft the general policy of India, but becaufe they would 
materially afFeft the policy of India, by leading to difcover 
and mzfke public certain fecrets in the different negociations 
ivhich had been carried on, the difcovery of which would 
tend to difturb the tranquillity of that country, and lead to 
confequences highly injurious to the Britifh interefts in India. 
For the fame reafon, he muft refufe his afleat to tVv^ \kXt.^^w>L 
motion) aad for the fam? reafon he ftvoviVi cqi\Uu\x^ xo i^^^^^ci 
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his afTent to any other that fhould appear to him liable to pro- 
duce a fimilar efFe6l : nor would the right honourable gen- 

♦ tleman's ufing expreffions infulting to any individual near 
him, or, what was ftill lefs defenfible, infulting to the majo- 
rity of that Houfe, operate upon his mind in the leaft. He 
fuppofed the glow of eloquence which they had juft heard 
was to be accounted for by the right honourable gentleman's 
having warmed himfelf with the conception of it in the lobby, 
and being determined that a few happy thoughts and ardent 
expreffions fliould not be loft upon the Houfe; if fo, the 
right honourable gentleman had fulfilled his defign ; whether 
to the fatisfaflion of thofe who heard him, much lefs to their 
conviftion, the Houfe would decide by their vote, which he 
trufled would go in fupport of the vote they had juft given, 

. and that the motion before them would, hke the preceding 
one, of which, in point of tendency and effedl, it was the 
exadl counterpart, receive an exprefs negative. Mr. Pitt faid 
that he had before been, together with the right honourable 
gentleman, to the tribunal of which he talked, and he was 
ready to meet him there again. He'complained of gentle- 
men s reading papers as a part of their fpeeches, which were 
papers produced before a Secret Committee, obtained from 
thofe who had betrayed their truft : fuch a pra£lice cut up all 
the principles of political fecrecy by the roots. 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuefday, 7 th March. 

Mn M. A. Mr. Michael- Angela Taylor y having moved for leave to 
Taylor. bring in a bill to regulate the courts of confcience through* 
out' the kingdom, obferved, that he had, during the courfe 
of the preceding feffion, brought in a bill, which pafled into 
a law, to regulate thofe courts in London, Weftminfter, and 
Southwark ; that the bill was merely experimental; but he 
had been informed from all quarters that it produced beneficial 
effedls. This made him turn his attention to.the prefcntbill; 
and he had received the approbation of many refpeflable gen- 
tlemen in Briftol, and other cities and confiderabte towns, 
who declared that tlie eftabliihment of fimilar regulations 
amongft them would prove a foqrce of great convenience. 
Amidft a variety of abufes and evils, one was, that a m:in 
might be imprifoned for life for fo fmall a fum as 15s. or 20s.; 
and even could the miferable wretch raife the'money to pay 
the debt, ftill he was detained for his fees. This was fhock* 
ing to humanity, and called loudly for redrefs. The bill went 
likewife to another point. He had obferved, that perfons in 
n comparatively low condition fat as judges in thefe courts, 
Bii'ii were totally unqu^Vvlci&A '\u ^^ti^ 1^%^. One claufe of 
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itj thertforie, went to eftablifli a qualification of aol. per an- 
num freehold, or 500I. perfonal property. The time limited 
by the bill for ifiiprifonment by thefe courts he intended to 
be twenty days for any fum not exceeding los,^ and forty ^ 

dtiys fbr any ftirh not exceeding 40S. 

Mr. Fraricis fexprefled a wifh that foitte method could be Mr. Fran-, 
dfevifed to oblige thofe perfons, fo qualified, to attend the^ 
duty, as he verily belieyed that thedifagreeablehefrf of the talk 
threw the execution of it into the hands of thofe infeHot per- 
f6ns defcribed by the honourable gentleman. 

Mr. Taylor replied, that; when his bill was pailed into a Mr.Tayloi^ 
law, it would be cafy to compel fuch perfons by mandamus.'^ 
Leave l(^s gwta accordingly. 

Mr. Taylor, the Chairman of Ways atid Means^ brought 
up the refolution of the Committee ; immediately after which 

Sir John Miller offered a propoCtion to the Houfe, that Sir John 
the 50,000!., now unappropriated, in the Exchequer, might MUlcr. 
be applied to the purpofes of bringing frefh water to Ply- 
nsouth dock, to the building of gun boats; and fuch other 
beneficent ufes as might appear heceflary. 

The Speaker informed him that it was utterly out of order 
for the Houfe to receive fuch a propofition, and that it muft 
be fubmitted to the Committee of Supply. 

The refolutions were reported, and agreed to by the Houfe. 

The Honourable Mr. jifar/ham gave notice, that he ihould, The hon; 
on the firft open day, move the Houfe for leave to bring in a JJ'* Mm- 
bill to extend the provifions contained in Mr. Crewels bill, *"^ 
which prevents perfons enjoying certain places under Govern- 
ment for voting at efeftions for members of Parliament, to " 
the Navy and Ordnance fervice. 

The Speaker named the enfuing Thurfday^ 

Mr. M, A. Taylor reported the feveral refolutions of the 
Committee on the Ihop tax. The fame were received by the 
Houfe, and agreed to without oppofition. 
' Mr. Baftard moved, <* That there be laid before this Houfe, 
" an account of the perfons con v idled of any offences, and 
** who.have been, in confequence thereof, fent on board the 
** hulks in the river Thames^ or on board any other hulk, or 
** prifon fliip, in any other place, or confined in any prifon 
" within this kingdom, fincethe i ft of January, 1775, fpe- 
** cifyirig the offence and time for which fuch perfons were 
** fentenced to be tranfportcd or imprifoned refpedlively, and 
** which of them have been difcharged, and at what time, 
*' and on what account, and whether fuch perfons fo dif- 
** charged have, at any time, and when, been convidled of 
** any, and what, fubfequent offence, or offences." Ordered* 

Mr. Baij^ard then moved " for the expences of fuch as had 
** been- confined qa board the hulks, fpedh'vn^ vYia Xvcoa^ 

Vol. XIX. ^ , U.u \' ^^^ 
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« -ani when difcharged, and wb^her they have been fince 
" conviaed," 

The Attorney General contended that the- order could not 
be complied. with. , 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor PUt obferved, that he forefaw that it was 
•cliw JPitt. the intention of the honourable gentleman to move fome pro- 
pofition relative {o tranfporting felons. Thiis was a fubje£l 
of great intl»icacy. Several new modes of difpofing of the 
convi6ls had been pointed out, every one of which was at- 
tended with fuch difficulty and expence, that Government 
V ' was not allttte embarraflea what method to take confiftenttf 
with the public fefety* He begged leave to remind the gen- 
tleman, that it is much eaiier to point out a grievaoiBe (ani 
fdch this qertainly was) than to apply a remedy. 
Hffr. Man- Mr. Momvaring exprefled his concern that no efficacious 
wariug. meafure had hitberto been devifeH^ Between three and four 
hundred con vifts wece now under fentence in the. metropolis 
fome condemned for three, four years^ and upwards, and their 
time was now going on ; fo that in a feiy yeai^ numbers would* 
be let loofe upon the Public to commit depredations, unlef* 
otherwife difpofed of. If Government did not afl with vi- 

?pur, it would damp the adminiftration of juftice. Even the 
udges themfelves were at a lofs what to do, becaufe there i» 
no proper mode exifting for difpofing of thenv 
Mr. AW. Mr. Alderman fVatfon doubted whether the motion could be 
Watibn.. complied with, becaufe the books were burnt in 1780. He 
obferved, that if fome Ipeedy method were not taken to fend 
them out of the kingdom, the magiftrates ought to efcape 
cenfure if they coOld not afford protedl ion to the inhabitants*' 
The Earlof The Earl of Surrey faid that it was better to bear the cx>» 
Surrey. pence than fubmit to the danger. 

Mr, Baftard^s motion was then put, and carried. 
Mr. Chan- Mr*. Chancellor Pin begged leave to introduce a fubje<Sl of 
coliorPitt. the utmoft importance; but he ihould at prefent only mention 
certain* preliminaries ; and thofe were the feveral accounts 
which would draw the ftate of the finances into one point of 
view. His intention was to take every poffible flep to give 
foil and complete fatisfaftion to the rvation in a matter of 
great and national concern- For this purpofe the accounts 
ftould be reduced into eftimates by a Committee. It was, 
therefore, his intention t<j^ defer any particular flatement ; 
and for the fame reafon he bad no idea of entering into the 
minutes, or into any fpecifical reafoning on the various and' 
complicated branches of the public revenue, the a£lual ex- 
penditure, and the probable methods of layiiig. the ground 
work of a permanent plan to reduce the heavy burdens of the 
nation. He fliould firft aik leave to move for a Sele<^ Cora- 
inittce of ninc^ ta be cho&a\^^.\>3itotV>^ x&& ^fa^ Hbufi, 
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-on the morrow, to whom all the accounts are to be fuBnritted, 
and by them reduced into eftimates. Thcfe being printed for 
the ufeof theHoufe, he Hiould then fubmit his propofitions 
to their judgement and candour. 

Mr. Pitt then made his motions, which were as follow : 
" That the fcveral accounts and other papers, prefented to 
** the Houfe in this feffioft of Parliament, relating to the pub- 
*' lie income and expenditure, be referred to the confidera- 
*• tion of a Seleft Committee, and that the faid Clommittee 
^ be directed to examine and ftate the fame, and alfo to repoit 
** to the Houfe what may be expefted to be the annual 
•* amount of the faid income and expenditure in future.'* 
** That the number of the faid Committee be nine.'' 
** That the faid Committee be chofen by way of balloting.** 
** That the members of thrs Houfe do, to-morrow at two 
** of the clock, prepare lifts, to be put into glafles, of nine 
•• perfons' names, to be the faid Committee." 

" That the faid glafles be placed upon the table, and the 
*« faid lifts, held up between the finger and thumb, be put 
** into the glafles at the table by the members called over for 
•' that purpofe, according to the counties and places they 
** ferve for, as the faid counti«$ and places are entered in the 
#* return book.'^ 

Mr. Fox agreed with the right honourable member, that Mr. fox- 
when papers, complicated and various as thofe of neccffity 
muft be, required invcftigation, it was always a good meafure 
to refer ihtvfk to a SeleSl Committee ; but he thought that 
nine was rather too confined a number. However, he ftiould 
make no obje6lion ; but, out the contraryi be happy to give 
jpvery afliftance in his power. 

Sir Grey Cooper exprefled his wlflies that an inftrument or Sir Grey 
fchednle of all the papers might be made. He did not confi* Cooper, 
ider the accounts of two years revenue expenditure as a fuffi* 
tient fpace of time for the Sele£t Committee to mftlce a fair 
eftimation, ^hereby to ground a permanent plan, fic rather 
thought it fhould be extended to three years. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that ne rejoiced to difcover Mr. Chan* 
fo few objeftions to the mode whieh he had the honour of cc^»^^»tt^ 
propofing ; and, therefore, when the Committee fhould have 
made their report, and the Houfe have taken time to confidpr 
and digeft it, he would proceed to what was commonly called 
Opening the budget. He could ^flTure the Houfe that we were 
fortunately now in a fituatiop to begin a plan to refcu^ the 
•nation from h^r difficulties. 

Mr. Francis now rofe, and faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 
I rife to move for leave to bring in a bill to explain and Mr. Fran* 
|mei^ afi «6l pafl[ed in the year 1^4, foi \\\^\>etXfct x^^^i-^^^- 
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tipn of the Eaft-India Company's afiairs. I am deeply fenfi? 
ble. Sir, of the difficulty of the tafk I have undertaken. Tq 
move for the eflential alteration of an a<^ of the L^iflature, 
againft the fenfe of a majority of this Houfe, and to encoui^f 
ter the abilities which were employed in framing it, apd 
which are likely to be exerted in defending it, is not an at- 
tempt, to me at le^fl, of inconfiderable magnitude. I can 
very truly afTure you, Sir, that if I were not thoroughly 
convinced that what I propofe to do is necef&ry to be done^, 
if I did not think myfelf hound by a fpecial duty, to ipake 
the attempt, and if I were not confcious that my motives for 
making it were honefl and upright, I fhould neither havq the 
confidence to undertake fuch a labour, nor a degree of refo- 
lution fufficient to go through with it. The condderations 
which have called me to this duty willj> I trufl, fupport me 
in performing it. When I fay that I have the fenfe of a ma- 
jority of the Houfe to ^hcOpnter, I mean to pay the greateft 
tribute to their honour and to their juflic^ ; flnce I prefuroe 
and expedl that they will neverthelefs hear me with indul- 
gence; that they will liflen to arguments -oppqfed to theic 
prefeht impreffions, and be led perhaps by the reflections 
which fuch arguments may fuggeft^ to Cfopdemn ^n4 undo m 
aft of their own. ' ^ 

There is one preliminary word, including a fplicitation, 
_ which I /hall ofer to the Houfe, and particularly to the right 
lioftourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) who brought in the bill: 
it is, that they would feparateaud diflingui/h the fubflanceof 
what Ihave to fubmit to their confideration from my manner 
of delivering it. fhat the right honourable gentleman him- 
felfy if, through the diforder and embarraflment with which 
J may fpeak, he can difcOVer artd colledl the force and mean- 
ing of what I woulcj exprefs, and if that meaning (hould ap-- 
pear to him to deferve confideration, he will, in the firfl 
place, allow it due weight in his own mind ; and then, if he 
ihould think fit to anfwer me, that he will give nny arguments 
the advantage of his own expreflion, an.d encounter them in 
the armour with which he himfelf fhall have invefled theau 
However he may difregard perfonal invecjlives or perfonal at* 
tacks, he ought not to undervalue any efforts that are feri- 
oufly employed ii> the difcharge of a public duty." It is the 
condition, perhaps the burden, of his flation, to liflen to all 
men with patience and attention, and to cpUeft information 
wherever it can be found. ' Between the right honourable 
gentleman and me there is no competition } and if there were, 
it ought not to be decided by inequality of ~ arms. In defiring 
the right honourable gentleman's alTiftance againft himfelf, I 
certainly invite- him to a condua that will do him honourt 
There is but one thing more hocvoursible to the buq^n ch;\* . 
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rafter ; and that, I am not without hopes, may be the refult 
of this day's debate. If, fortunately, from the reflexions 
which I mean to fubmit to the Houfe, the right honourably 
gentleman's own meafure fhould ftand condemned, or confi- 
derably impeached, in his own mind, I perfuade myfelf that 
he will frankly acknowledge his conviftion, and a6b upon it. 
Before I enter upon the cffential part of my tafk, there is 
an explanation to be ftated to the Houfe, external to the me- 
rits of the motion which I mean to make, yet materially con- • 
nedled with it. This explanation regards the time and cir- 
cumftances in which I aft. It is matter of public notoriety, 
though not regularly before the Houfe, that the India bill was 
received in India a year ago w;ith great difcontent, and that 
petitions again ft it were preparing to be fent over to be laid 
l>efore Parliament. On one fide, then, I may be fufpefted 
of a bafe intention to avail myfelf of the prefent temper of 
the difcontented parties for fome mifchievous purpofe ; and, 
pn the other, I may be charged with afting precipitately 
and unfairly to the petitioners themfelves, in not waiting for 
their petition. To the firft imputation I fay, that my oppo- 
Ction to almoft every part of the bill, but particularly to the 
inquiiition ancj judicature, was known and declared from the 
moment when it was introduced, and that I have invariably 
held the fame language, and exprefled the fame fentiments 
(:oncerning it. My objeftions to the meafure were no way 
connefted with my opinion of the reception it might meet 
1/vith in India. Some gentlemen, who ought to have been 
l>etter informed than it appears they were, took upon them 
Jo aflure thp Houfe, that they had no doubt of its being per- 
feftly we)l received there ; they aflured us it would be re- 
ceived witb.oper^ arms. I will not deny, that, on my own 
principles, perhaps I might have \)een ftriftfy bound to have 
poved for an alten^ion of this law in the courfe of laft fef- 
fion ; but I had reafons for not doing fo, which 1 hope will 
?)e thought valid. The attention of the Houfe was wholly 
engaged in the commercial arrangement ^ith Ireland. The 
jBoft exceptionable parts of the India bill were not to begin 
to operate tilpa yejjr or two afterwards ; but, principally, I 
wifhed to give time for the fenfe of the Houfe to cool upon 
its own aft, and for the general judgement of the nation to 
be collefted on the merits of the meafure. With refpeft to 
any impreffion which the bill may have made in India, or any 
jtieafvires taken there to obtain a repeal-of it, J beg it may be 
iinderftood that the bufinefs | am engaged in, and the part I 
iake in it, ftands wholly independent and unponneiled with 
^ny thing faid or done in India : that if the law, inftead of 
l)eing received as it has been, had been accepted by the par-? 
ties immediately concerned in it as a benefit ^ 1 flxouVd tyo-x. '\vi- 
I: : ' ^ " • • ^ ^^^\ 
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ideed have been fo forward and officious as to wifli to^roteft 
them againft an inquifition and a trial which they ^ere wil- 
Jing to fubn^it to, or to reftore them to rights which they 
were willing to relinquiih ; neverthelefs I (hould have taken 
the fame courfe I now take. I ftiould equally have moved for 
dn alteration of this law, that a precedent might not be efla^ 
hlifhed, either with or without their confent, dangerous to the 
Cojiflitution of this ifland, and to the rights and fecurity of 
the community at large. 

To the fecond obje&ion I anfwer, that although I a£k inde- 
pendently of the petitioners, 1 am as much in earneft as they 
can be to promote the . objedl of their petition. What I am 
going to do cannot injure, and may aflift them. .'In the mat- 
ter, I take for granted, we are agreed. In the matter I feel 
Hiyfelf bound by confi derations of duty here, which they aro 
liot equally concerned in. Next to thepbjedl itfelf, it is my 
wifli, and fliall be my endeavour, to accomplifh it in a way 
moft honourable to Parliament, and moil confident with it$ 
^lignity 1 — I mean by an appeal to the juftice of Parliament, 
and to nothing but its juftice. The objed of the petitioneri 
may/ be obtained, and the dignity of Parliament may be pre- 
ferved together. For this latter purpofis it is material, nay it 
is eflential, that Parliament, in the revifion of its own aft, 
Piould proceed on its own motion without the influence of 
any external impulfe whatfoever. On this fubje<9: I need 
iiot enlarge. The reflexions that belong to it are obvious. 

There is one plea, however, which I muft beg leavte to en-' 
ter in this place againft all jnfinuations that have been, or may 
be, hazarded againft my integrity in the part I take in thefe 
tranfaiSions ; namely, that nothing faid or done now in Eng- 
land, concerning this law, can afFeft the minds or influence 
the conduft of our fellow fubjedls in India. The law made 
its imprefliion a twelvemonth agOk * Whatever the confe- 
jjuences of that impreflSon may be, they do not depend on any 
thing which can be ftated now, or foretold concerning them, 
and which cannot reach India till many months hence. It it 
a common artifice for the real author of ami&fortune to en«9 
deavour to fhift the refponfibility of his own ineafures from 
himfelf to the perfons by whom thofe very meafures were 
moft ftrenuoufly reCfted. By this fort of ftratagem the fore- 
light of an evil is converted into the caufe of it, and the pro- 
phet is made anfwerable for the mifchief he foretold. For- 
mer predi£l:ions on the prefent fubjedl have already been ful? 
filled by events, which are themfelves prophetic. 

Having thus far cleared the ground arjd opened the way tQ 

my objeft, the firft thing I fhall attempt ihall be to fubmit to 

•le Houfe a fhort diftind view of the law as it ftands, comt 

^bending the fundamenxil ^ONtxrkvri^^livci^les that confij- 
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tute its el^nce, and the prominent featuries that fovny if t 
may ufe fuch an exprcffion, the countenance, the vuftui, or 
general volition of the law. An explanation of this kind is 
the more neeeflary, becaufe I know in fonie inftances, and 
have reafon to fufpcft it may be true in many, that this law: 
has not been attentively read, nor hitherto very carefully 
confidered ; and I confefs that I am not forry to think fow 
If I thought the reverfe were true, my hopes of fticcefs to-, 
night would be confiderably abated. As it is, I derive fomc 
oncouragemene from your negle£i. Befides this. Sir, by be- 
ginning with a view of the principles, a minute exannnation 
into the detail of the biR will, in a great degree, become un- 
ncceffary to my purpofei If thefe leading principles are fucb- 
as the Houfe^ on a Iwr review of them, mallithink it right to- 
adhere to and coofirmi it would anfwer no purpofe of mine to 
ftew that there were miftake$ or inconfiftencies in the detail*. 
Defeats of that kind belong to all human inftitutions, and are 
Qafily corredled. On the other hand, if the principles of thes 
law ihould, on a fcur review of them, be reprobated by thej 
Uoufe as falfe, abfurd, and unconditutional, the great and 
eflential part of my tafle is accompliihed, I fhall have Aruck 
a decifive blow at the root of the tree. The body of it mufl 
fall and bring the branches to the ground* 

This law, Sir, obvioufly xlivides itfelf into three great de- 
partments, and is therefore to be confidered generally under 
three points of view : firft, the arrangement made for the dif- 
tribution and eft^lifhment of power at home ; fecondly, the 
arrangement nude for the government of the Company's af- 
fairs abroad ; and finally, the inflitution of a fpecial iiKjuifi*-^ 
tion and of a new judicature in England, for the difcovery and 
trial of ofFcnces committed in India* The firft, I affirm, 
ftands in dtreft coi\tradiftion to every rational principle of 
good government ; the fecond ftands in the fame contradic- 
tior^, not only to principles, but to experience ; and the third 
introduces a capital and dangerous innovation into the crimi- 
nal jiirifprudence of this country^ for no purpofe of juftice 
wbatlbever, that might not have been equally. If not better, 
obtained by the judicatures that exift already. I ftate my 
proportions in terms of great referve and moderation, cora- 
pared with my opinion, and hope that I ih^U be able to prove 
much more than I affirm. 

In the firft place, Sir, I fiale itsw a matter of faft, tha% 
with refpeft to the governing powicr of the India Gjmpany in 
England, the conflant and notorious complaint was, that the 
power ©f the Court of Diredlors was defective and infufficient 
to enforce obedience among their fervants abroad, or to punifli 
their difobedience. To remove this caufe of complaint, and 
to fupply this defcft^ recourfe ha$ been, had 2X N;ict*\%\x^ vykv^^ 
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to the authority of the Legiflatnre ; and the pfofefied ohjtSt 
of every bill that has been offered to Parliament, for the bet- 
ter regulation of the Cora pahy*s affairs, has been to flreng- 
then the executive power of the Company ; that is^ of the 
Court of Dife(5iot-s, either by giving them additional powers; 
or by removing the impedirtients thrown in their way by thei 
iriterpofition of thfe Court of Ptoprittorsi who did, in reality, 
divert the Direftors of all their powef*. Now, Sir^ I admit 
that the general objeft of creating a power flt home, fu£Ecient 
to enforce ind fecure obedience abroad^ wasprdper, Wife, and 
neceflary. Let us fee what courfe the prefent law has taken 
to arrive at £his juft and 'neceflary bbjeft. It leavet^ the oftefl- 
fible power of the Company with the Court of DireAori; 
By them all ord^s and inflrucSlions for^he governments in 
* / India are to be prepared, and by them they are to be figned i 
by them alfo all appointments to the fervice are apparently to 
be made : thus far the fa6l^ or the appearance of the fa£l, ii 
Cdnfiftent with the pfinciple. I cannot admit a fuppofitioa 
that the Legiflature entertained the leaft diftruft of the inte- 
grity, of even of the wifdom, of the Court of Diredors* I 
cannot fuppofe it poflible that the Legiflature, profeflidg to 
interpofe its power for the improvement of inftitutions, of^ 
the correftion of abufes, fhould have continued the moft de- 
licate of all trufts, and the mofl: important of all powers, 
namely, that of the executive government, in the very hand 
that was believed to have betrayed or abufed it, or in any 
hand whatever that was deemed to be unequal to the per- 
formance of the duty. The law declares its confidence in the 
Diredlors, flnce it continues, profefledly at leaft, to veft in 
the diredlion an equal power to that they had before. The 
law clearly fuppofes them to have hitherto made a proper ufe 
' of fuch power as far as they were able to exert it, and there- 
fore profefles to confirm and enlarge it ; but, the moment you 
turn over the leaf, you will find that all the ideas and provi- 
fions are reverfed : that the law aflumes a new principle ut- 
terly incompatible with that on which any new power could 
properly be given to the Diredlors, or any of their former 
power could properly be left in their hands. It abandons all 
idea of flrength and vigour in the executive power. Tnflead 
of uniting that power in fome one Board, which could alone 
make it efficient, the law divides it between two Boards, whofe 
operations, from the particular nature of that diviiion, eiV^ 
not aft vigoroufly, even when they a£k together; and when 
they counteradt each other, muft not only be feeble, bnt ri- 
diculous. Power, in whatever manner it may be divided be- 
tween different political perfons, is generally impaired by a 
divifion ; but the fpecial divifion of it made by .this bill is 
more extraordinary thm tNetv \Vi^ vd^^igf dividing it at all. 
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It places all the nominal power of the Ccmp.my in one fet of 
men, and all the real power in another. The power that ap- 
pears to command) is itfelf commanded, and obedience is ex* 
peSed to the authority of men, whom the hw itfelf declares 
to have no authority at all. If the Company's fervants were 
difobedient iirformer times, when they knew that the orders 
they received were really the a<a of the perfons who figned 
them, what are we to expeft at prefent, when they know, 
becaufe'the law itfelf tells them fo, that the Dirediors are 
nothing but formal inftruments in the hands of another 
Board, and that they are obliged to put their fignatures, not 
only to letters and inftrudiions which they have not drawn up, 
but to letters and inftruftions drawn up in notorious contra- 
di<5lion to their declared fentiments? A more efFedlaal contri* 
Vance to e3{:cite and irritate a fpirit of difobedience could r 
bardly have been thought of. What language will the fer*- 
Vants hold now to their employers, but this in eiFedl? — 
»< We were ready to have obeyed you ; but we know that the 
" orders we have received are not yours : we know that they 
" are direSlv oppofite to your fentiments." A more plaufi- 
ble pretence/or difobedience cannot eafily be imagined. Sir, 
i am not redbning upon imaginary cafes. The law has efta- 
blifbod.two juriidiftions over the fame objefl:. We know 
thjit they have already cla/hed in one very important inftance, 
and I have reafon to believe that they continue to do fo ia 
many others. The very moment the Direftors began to aft, 
the Board of Control began to counteradl ; and the Direc- 
tors, in the end, were forced to fign orders, againfl which 
they had previoufly protefted. 

The bad confequences of fuch a fyftem are obvious ia 
theory, and vifiblg in faft. What good effects it has pro- 
duced, aod how it can poflibly produce any, muft be ex* 
plairieovby thqfe who approve of it. The.burden of that ex- 
pl^atioW makes no part of my undertaking. They who are 
of opinron that a double government, in which every appa^ 
rent adl of power of one hand is the real a£i of power ot the 
other ; in which the power that co|}trols is itfelf controlled ; 
in which the power that commands is itfelf commanded ; in 
which the power that afts is known to adl againft its own 
fentiments ; tliat fuch a government can be wife m theory, or 
efficient in praftice, will fupport the prefent law as it ftands, 
for J^ huve Hated nothing which the law itfelf does not moft 
explicitly ena6l. They, on the contrary, who may think 
that a fiaglte oflenfible government is better tlian a double 
one; that it provides better for the ufes of power, and better 
fixes and fecures a determinate refponfibility to anfwer for the 
abufe of it, v/ill join with me in afiBrming, that the executive 
power of the Company oughL to be vefted in one Bo^i^ ^x 

Vol. XJX. X x vc. 
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in one fet of men ; and whether they prefer a Court of Di- 
reflors, 6r any other form of government, they moft equally 
concur in my conclufion, that this part of the prefent law de- 
feats its purpofe, if that purpofe was to create a government, 
vigorous 6n one fide, and refponfible on the other ; and that, 
as long as the prefent law is in force, the Company's aflEiirs 
are under a government diredlly the reverfc^of what all go- 
vernments ought to be, and the particular Situation of their 
afiairs moft urgently demands. 

I have ftated that the defeft, or grievance, at home was, 
trant of power over the fervice abroad. If that propofition 
be true, it includes the fuppofition that the fervants abroad 
abnfed the power with which they were entrufted, and were 
difobedient and refra£lory to that which the law had plattd 
6ver them. There would have been no occafion to increafe 
or ftrengthen the power at home, if it had riot met with a 
refiftance which it could not overcome ; but I need not have 
tecourfe to any implication, however clear and obvioiis. 
Every bill that has been brought into Parliament on thii ftib^ 
je6t takes the affirmative for granted, confiders difobedienc^ 
as a fa6t as well as a crime, and denounces various penalties 
againft it. The prefent law declares, that the wilful difobev- 
Ing, or the wilfully omitting to execute, the orders of tnc 
Direftors, fhnll be deemed, or be taken, as a mifdemeanor at 
law, and punilhable as fuch. Now, Sir, I would alk the 
right honourable gentleman, if fuCh difobedience has exifted^ 
who are the perfons rhoft likely to have been guilty of it ? Iri 
what perfons was fuch dlfoh^ience moft important in the in« 
ftance, and moft dangerous in the example? Undoubtedly^ 
he will anfwer me, the perfons in thehigheft truft and autho* 
rity in India; they alone could difobey ; they alone could 
execute and enforce the orders of the Dire6lors • they alon^ 
are anfwerahle, not only for their own ofienceSj but for every 
offencfe which they promoted by theit participation, whicn 
they perriiitted by their negligence, or encoiii-aged by theif 
fexample. The conclufion from this reafoning unavoidably 
fixes the charge of difbb^dience upon the highfeft power; :rrtd 
the charge of hreach of duty upon the higheft truft eftablifh^ 
ed in India. It neceflTarily fixes both upon the Gbvernof Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal. No man, who knows any thin^ 
of India, will affirm, tliat if that Council had been deter- 
tnlned to do their duty themfelves,^ they cbtild not hstve com- 
pelled all the fuhordinate ranks of the ftrvice to follow theif 
example. Sir, this very law fixes its eye upon the Governor 
General and Council, ^nd does, in effeQ, chargt upon theinj 
<i|ar the majority of them, all the capital ofFencfes which it re- 
probates and prohibits. What is thef power in India that carl 
parfae fchemes of conc\vieft. and txtcwfion of donirnion but 

Silt 
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the Governor General and Council of Bengal ? "What power 
can declare war, or commence hoflilities, or enter into any 
treaty for making war, but the Governor General and Coun- 
cil ? The fubordinate Prefidencies could have adopte4 no hof- 
tile nrjeafure of any kind which the fuperior Council might 
not have inftan»tly countermanded, if it was propofed ; and 
arretted, if it was begun. There was no poffibility th^t Ma* " 
dras or Bombay could carry on war, without the concurrence 
and affiftance of Bengal. Befides that, they have no re- 
fources of their own ; any member of each of thofc Prefiden- 
cies might have been removed by the Governor General an4 
Council, if he attempted it. In all the late wars, therefore, 
the Governor General and Council muft be confidered as prin- 
cipals ; but it 1$ well known that, in all thofe qu^ftions, the 
Council was not unanimous. The rteafures which this adb 
fo expreflly condemns were the a6ls of a majority; but everi 
that majority was fiAitious, finceit confifted of the Gover- 
nor General, and one member of the Council, againft the re- 
maining two. In truth, the Governor General's cafting voice 
decided every thing ; for, although the Council ought to have 
T>een compofed df five perfons, the unfortunate death of Ge- 
neral Clavcriqg threw the whole power of government inioi 
the hands of two perfons, of whom one, by an unreferved 
concurrence of opinion, united his vote and authority in that 
pf the other. Such was the gradual devolution of powpr ia 
Bengal, until it ended in a point, until it veiled in the Gover- 
nor General alone, until it centered in efFedl in the perfon of 
Mr. Hafiings. His colleague is to anfwer for the furrender of 
the power; but Mr. Haftings is efpecially anfwerable for the 
Vfe that has been made of it. The faft is, that, under the 
government of a fingle perfon, armed with a really undivided 
power, whicli the conflitution Qf the Council never meant to 

Sive him, all thofe principles, which the prefent law con- 
emns and prohibits were brought into adion, and produced 
all thofe efe6ts which the prefent law profcfles tp look baclj: 
to Y^ith indignation, which it threatens hereafter to punifii, 
pr promifes immediately to corieft. From thefe premifes it 
might naturally be expe£led, that the law, when it condemned 
certain adls, and reprobated certain principles, would have 
limited and reftrained the power of thofe perfons who had 
done fuch acSs, and avowed fuch principles. For what rea- 
fon .the law fhould adk on a conclufion oppofite to its own 
premifes, as in fa£l it has done, has never been accounted for. 
From the acknowledged abufe of power, the inference of this 
law is, that fuch power ought to be ftrengthencd and in- 
creafed. It ftates the experience of former abufcs, and refufe^ 
to be guided by it. In the firft place, it reduces the Cound^jf 
^rom five perfons to four ; that is, itprofcfTes to ftrengthetvh'^ 



^ 
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contra£ling it into fewer hands ; and then, in order to unite 
the power of the whole Council in the hand of one perfon," it 
entrufts the Governor General with the perpetual exercife of 
a carting voice as long as the Council confifls of an even 
number, and is equally divided ; that is, it unites the power 
jind divides the refponfibility. One would think thaj they 
who had feen to what purpofes the power of the cafting voice 
had been applied, when it accidentally fell into the han()sof a 
(■governor General, would never have propofed to annex it in 
perpetuity to that office. But, taking the bill on its own 
principles, and admitting that it might be right to givfea con- 
flant predominant power to the Governor General, I affirm 
% that this is the very word way of giving \t. That it does 
not give it with certainty, tind that the fracners of the h"^ 
were afraid or afliamed to loolt their own principle in the 
face. If a Governor General ought'to have fiich power, it 
ought to have been avowedly flated, and direfliy given; 
otherwife it may happen, that the powef, which you fay is 
neceiGTary, may, in fa£^, never veft in the Governor General; , 
at all events, his', tenure of it is precarious ; of courfe the 
meafures of the government mull fluapate with every acci- 
dent that giv^s or takes away the bperatiofi of the calling 
Voice. By thefe obferviitions, I am far from meaninjg to ad* 
init that the obje6l is in any degree wifer than the nibde. In 
iny mind, the means are abfura,' arid the end ig dangerous, 
I fpeak from long obfervation and experience, ^nd with- all the 
deliberation and coriviftion of which my underftandiiig is ca* 
pable, when I affirm, thatj to unite ajl the poweri of go^ 
vernment in India in one perfon, would be a dangerous mea- 
fure in otie view of it, and a UfeleTs meafure in every other. 
That it may be the caufe of irretrievably mifchief, arid can 
anfwer no good purpofe, which may not he more efiedlually 
accompllQied by another couffel I well know. Sir/ that, a^ 
light of any great diftrefs,' or pifmanagement, or abufe iq 
public affairs, the firft idea that is apt to prefent itfelf to the 
inind is that of creating a dictator. When I fay that this h 
the firft idea that prefents itfelf, I mean that' it is not^the re-' 
fult of experience and refledlion.' I will not argue upon the 
wifdom of fuch an inftitutibn in a political fyftem; vcty dif- 
ferent from ours. An arbitrary monarch, or a republic, may 
perhaps delegate all their power, for a limited time, to one 
. perfon, wirh fafety and eStGt.0 The di6tator bad power of 
life a!id death ; and 1 will not undertake to deny, though { 
am far from meaning to admit, that a remiedy of fuch vio- 
lence, if it did not kill, might poffibly cure. But remedies 
4f this dangerous vigour are incompatible with our Conflitu^ 
^on. You cannot give the power; and, if you could, it 
would anfwer no good purpofe. My propofition h, thar, for 
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every good purpofe attainable under our Conftitution, a Gq* 
vernor and Council is a much ftronger power than any that 
can beexercifed by a fingle perfon. 

As to any man wha mfay have demanded fuch power for 
p^rfonal purpofes of his own, I treat him, as I fuppofe this 
Houfe would inftantly do — I lay him entirely out of the 
queftion. But let me fuppofe the cafe of a man of unquef- 
tionable honour and integrity, who fhould infift on being^ 
veiled with exclulive powers, with an undoubted intentioit 
of making the beft ufe of them. To him I would fay, 
^ Sir, the confidence which you feem to repofe ia your judgc- 
** ment does not entitle you to mine. I know, from expe<« 
** rience, that cafes occur in the government of India, in 
•* which the advice and control of a Council are not only 
** ufeful, but neccflary, and in which the moft prudent Go- 
** vernor will be the readieft to take advice. A wife Govcr- 
f* nor will not only take advice, but he will be glad to have , 
** the conftant check and infpedlion of a Council over his ac-^ 
*^ tions. No man, whofe intentions are upright, will feel 
•* himfelf fettered, or diftrefled by fuch advice and infpcc- 
;« tion." 

But it will be faid that the plans and views of a Grovernor 
Genferal, however proper and judicious, may be thwarted and 
defeated by faftious oppofition, and by divifions in the Coun- 
cil. To this I fay, that, prima faciei, a Governor is juft as. 
jHkely to be a factious man, and to have bad intentions, as 
iany given member of the Council : nay, the prefumption is 
againft him in proportion to' the fuperiority of his rank and 
influence. ' The elevation of power is apt to make men 
giddy ; arid th<i exercife of it, I fear, has no direft tendency 
to improve their morality. In all the divifions under Mr. 
JIafl:ings's government, the Court of Direflors fixed the 
blame upon him. 'The two Committees of the Houfe of 
Commons, who have inquired into our conduft, have done 
the feme. Let it be admitted, nevertbc'^fs, that a majority 
6f the Council is mofl likely to be in fault, and that they 
thwart the Governor General on faftious principles, and for 
interefted purpofes of their own. If that ihould really hap- 
ipen, take care that you fix the blame where you ought to fix 
it. If you do not, you ire unjuft in the firfl inftance, and 
that .injuftice will miflead you in the fubfequent choice of 
your meafures. Before you apply a remedy againfl; faSionp 
take care that you diftinguiflx between the merit of the inftU 
totion itfelf, and that of the pcrfbns who are appointed to fill 
h up. The wifcil inftitution that human wifdom has been 
able to contrive, may be defeated by an improper choice tif 
j^rfons. On the contrary, a poor and feeble fy ficm, honeftljp, 
wifely, and vigoroufly executed, may ^e attended vi'v\.Vi^W>3cife 
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cffeSs of a virtuous government, and many of the advan- 
tages of a flrong one. If, vrhen you have inftituted a Coun- 
cil on the wpfefl principles, you fill it up with men of no abi- 
lity or experience; with men of a queflionable charafter; 
with men whofe general principles are not previoufly known 
lo one another ; or, in ihort, with men whofe rank and repu- 
tation in life give you no pledge or fecurity for their good be- 
haviour; and if then you find your Council, diftraQed by 
fa£lions ; if then you find the wife meafures of your Gover- 
nor General refilled and defeated, do not condemn the infti- 
tution, but blame yourfelf for the weak or ftiameful choice 
you have made of the perfons, to whofe hands you have 
<pommitted the execution. On this point I defire to be un- 
derftood to fpeak generally, and not to allude to any fa<ft or 
individual whatever. Now, Sir, let me fuppofe, that, under 
the fame inftitution, the choice of perfons were to be diredlly 
the rev«rfe of that which I have defcribed : that none but 
yien of proper rank, acknowledged ability, and unqueftion- 
able integrity, and whofe general principles were known to, 
^nd approved .of, by each other, were appointed to this Coun- 
cil ; will any man fay that a Council, fo compofed, is likely 
to thwart and embarra fs a good Governor by a faQious oppo- 
iition to his meafures? No, Sir; they will not weaken his 
authority by oppofition, but they will mak^ him powerful 
ijideed by their fupporr. A Governor General under/lands 
nothing of hjs fi|:uaticn, if he thinks that any power, di- 
redly veiled in his hand^, will carry half the f\vay with it 
that will always accompany the united a£ls of a Governor 
and Council, If he tru(ls to his own exclufive judgement, I 
tell him, he will find himfelf furrounded by fome of the mofl 
artful men that exift : pn one fide, by ns^tives, who, with- 
out our general knowledge, ar^ infinitely fagacious, who ob- 
serve us attentively, and underiland us perfcfjlly ; and on the 
other by fome Europeans, who, in every thing but their ha- 
bit and completion, are perfe6t Afiatics, No fingle \inaf- 
fifled Englifh judgement is a match for f^ch men, and foi; 
inch peculiar faculties, as will colIecSl about him from the mo- 
jment of his arrival. If again he relies oi^ hi^ exclufive 
power, I tell him, that, for want of clear an4 aqcui:ate know- 
ledge, he will rarely venture to exert it. Every piati who 
approaches him will tell him a different ilory, ox give him :| 
different opinion. He will often doubt, an4, when he doubts, 
lie will not aft at a}l. No vigorous determination can exift 
in a good mind, that is not produced by knowkdge or con- 
yi(Elion ; but even his power, when he exerts it, will be feeble 
and ineffedluol again ft the univerfal combination and clamour 
of all ranks, and of all interefts, which will be formed to 
fOWtcia£t him in every meafure that tends to reduce exorbi; 
' " ' '- ■■■ ■ ■ ■ • -^au^ 



A, 1786. DEBATES. 341 

tant emojuments, or to correS any abufe, from which indi^ 
viduals derive an advantage.^ In this refpe<ft, however, oof 
fellow fubjefls in Bengal have full as much morality as wd 
have. In parallel circumftances, the fame thing would hap- 
pen in England ; but, in a great community, the reformer 
has the voice and approbation of a majority to encourage hinr. 
In a very narrow circle he will have no part of the fociety in 
which he lives to fupport hrm againft the reft. They will 
all make common caufe againft him, and, p5oner or later, ' 
overcome his refolution, or break )iis heart. Upon the whole, 
I am of opinion, that, in a plan of general reform, an united 
Governor and Council may do much — a fingle perfon can do 
nothing. For the truth of this propofition I would readily 
appeal to Mr. Haftings himfelf ; and I would ftate the argu- 
ment to him with an admiffion of all the perfonal preferences 
and obje6lions which that gentleman could wifh to eftablifli. 
Let it be imagined, then, that the Legiflature, inftead of 
forcing him to aft with men of unequal rank in life, of oppo- 
iite views, of a fufpefted or doubtful charadlcr, and of aa 
jmpradllcable temper, fuch as General Clavering, Colonel 
.Monfon, and myfelf, had united him with men of his owa 
caft and difpofition,. with men whofe general views and. prin- 
ciples determined them to give him the fame cordial and vigo- 
rous fupport which he.conftantly and uniformly received from 
Mr. Barwell ; then would he fay, that a Council, fo confti- 
tuted, and fo afting firmly together, would not have poSiScd 
in itfelf, and given the Governor a ftronger power than any 
that could have been vefted fingly in his perfon, or any that 
he alone could have ventured to exert. I am much miftakeii 
indeed, if, on a cafe fo ftated, Mr. Haftings's opir^ion would 
differ from mine. This, at leaft, I may affirm with cer- 
tainty, for my late honourable colfeagues as well as for mjr- 
' felf, that if the perfonal charadler, political views, and pub-- 
lie principles of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell had been fuch 
as, cohcurr'ng with our own, had engaged us to unite cor- 
dially with Mr. Haftings, and to give him a fteady and vigo- 
tous fupport, we fliould have thought his governm.ent not 
itonly more wifely calculated for all the purpofes of council 
land deliberation, but even ftronger in the execution, than any 
power thit could have been vefted in him alone ; and that it 
-Would have carried an opinion, a dignity, an authority, and 
a fway, along with it, which no faftion could have refifted, 
lio combination could have withftood. 

From all thefe premifes, I come to trty conclufiort on the 
fecond general diviflon of the bill, that the redu6lion of the 
Council from five to four was an unwife meafure; that every 
Idiea of vefting great exclufive power in any fingle perfon, is, 
laconce^ ufelefs arid dangerous i that, fot aU ^ooi ^mx^<^^^"^, ^ 
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in united Council is infinitely niore powerful than a finglc 
perfon can be ; and 4:hat even if the principle, on which the 
prefent law proceeds, were ever fo juft and neceflaryj I mean 
that of giving fpecial powers to a Governor General, this * 
law does not aft up to its bWn principle, or provide for its 
own obje6t. The power it gives is meanly and indirfeflly 
given, and it provides no fecurity for its continuance^ for a 
Cngle day, in the Governor General's hands. On the wholcj 
therefore, if ybii difapprove ef the principle of giving eX" 
clufive power to a fingle perfon, you muft condemn this law 
for having given too niucli ; but, if you approve of the prii>^ 
tiple, you muft then condemn the law ftill more ftrongJy for 
having given too little. 

We are now to confider the third great divifion of the bill j 
and, on this fwbjefl:, I confefs I expedt not only a general ' 
attention, but a general concurrence and fupporu However 
, indifferent and uninterefting the good or bad government of 
the Eaft-India Company's affairs, or the welfare of the peo- 
ple fubjeft to their power in India, may have been to tKft na- 
tion at large, or to a majority of this Houfe, or to any indi- 
vidual member of it, there is not a man in the kingdom to 
whom the fubjeft, that now calls upon you for your atten- 
tion, ought to be indifferent. At firft fight, it may perhapS i 
appear to affedt only a part of our fellow fubjefts who are at 
a diftance from us. If that were true, I ftill (hould think it 
my duty to appeal to you in their behalf. This law declares 
that they are not fo diftant as to be out of the reach of its 
• power. To whatever extent we carry that power, let us take 
care to fhew that oui^juftice goes along with it. Let no man 
in India have reafon to fay, that he is included in the po^ver, 
and excluded from the juftice, of the Legiflature. But, Sio 
■ it is not for them alone tliat I have undertaken this' heavy 
tafk. The inftant fuffering is theirs : the confequence and 
the danger is yours. Res agitur vejlra^ A, capital innova- 
tion is made in the criminal] urifprudence of England. New 
principles are introduced, not only in the fyftem of our laws, 
but into the manners of the people. A new tribunal is 
eredled for the trial of mifdemeanors committed in India^ 
and armed or accompanied with powers unheard of in this 
country. The ancient eftabliflied mode of trial by a jury, 
and by the country, is renounced as imperfedt and inade- 
quate ; a new and arbitrary fyftem of inquiry and trial is 
eftablifhed in the room of it; and all this is done for.reafons 
and pretences equally applicable to any other fort of crimen 
and any other fpecies of offender. This fyftem, confideted 
as a faft, I deem to he unjuft and arbitrary. Confidering it 
as a precedent, it holds o\]kt a g^eweral menac? to the whojp 
kin€:dom : it a£ts dircdW \]LTOxv2ife^^Wx\x\h\\^'^\ffew%>a&aU. 
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If, by the immediate acquieCcencc of the partics-*if, by their 
voluntary farrfender of their rights, the inftant injuflice of . 
the fa£l could be palliated or removed, the danger of the pre* 
cedent would be increafed ; for who would regard a diiiant 
menace, if he who was actually wounded were to fupprefs 
his refenttnent, or t6 admit, by his fileace, that he had no 
reafdn to coniplain. 

In agitating this pin of my fubjc<a, the principle I fet out 
wifli, arid the main ground Itake, is riot only fapported b^ 
flte obvious didlates of pohcy arid reafon,^ but by the higheft 
^duthority by which Parliament can be inftrudled. The au- 
thority I fpeak of is at all times entitled to fubmiflion anil 
refpedi ;- but to the refpeft and fubmiflion of this Houfe of 
Commons in particular, and of the prefent Adipiniflration, 
its claim is fpecial, and not to be reCfted. At the firft meet- 
ing of the prefcnt Parliament, we received an admonitioi^ 
from the Throne, which, I am jbrry to fay, was very little 
regarded in our fubfequeht proceedings. The words Hi$ 
Imjefty made ufe of ought for ever to b^ remembered — 

*^ The affairs of the Eaft-India Company form ?in objcft 
^^ of deliberation deeply connefted with the general intereft^ , 
*^ of the cburitry. While yoii fcfei a juft anxiety to provide 
** for the good government of our poffeflions in that part of 
<^ the world, you will, I trull, never lofe fight of the effeft 
'•*' which any meafure, to be adopted for that purpofe, may 
*' have on our own Conftitution, and our deareil interpfts at 
<«' home." 

To infure the fuccefs of tiie^prefent motion, I defire np 
better pledge or fecurity than that the Houfe fhould keep thi^ 
\>(rif(^Aamonition in their view, and be governed by it. The 
principle contained in it has already been fuccefsfully exerted, 
tfi6Ugh, in my judgement, very erroneoufly direfled, againft 
a law propofed by a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) 
n^af hinl— ajgainft a law, which, in no fhape, invaded the 
Conftitution, or affefled any dorrieflic intereft tliat ought tp 
be dear to us. The part which the nation in general took in 
that tranfaiftion has only proved the facility, in fome cafes, 
of fubftjtuting words for meaning, and of totally overturn- 
ing the fenfe by the found. The charter of a monopoly was 
confounded with the great charter of our freedom, and that 
fjngle word charter decided the queftion. When the principle 
1 have alluded to had done all the duty demanded from it, it 
was ftill indeed adhered to in terms, and delivered with great 
arid av^ful folemnity, as an inflruftion to this Houfe; but i^ , 
Was at that very moment completely abandoned in faft, and 
another, direSly oppofite to it, aflumed, and a6led upon. 
In little more than a month after the King had cautioned us, 
from the throne, « nev6r to lofe fight of xU^ fefe& ^\\\Ocv^\v>^ 
' 'Vol. X/X. Y y ^^ vsv^>^>^\^X 
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«? meafure, to be adopted for the good government of India, 
<« might have on our own Conffitution, and out deareft inte- 
«« refts at home " a bill was brought into Parliament, which 
J affirm, and 1 have no doubt of being able to prove, attacks 
the Conftitution of England in its foundation, and not only 
threatens, but invades, the fecurity of eyery intereft that 
ought to be deareft to us at home ; vvhich not only (hakes the 
defences of our domeflic eftablifliment, but afls upon princi- 
'ples which ought not to he admitted under any government 
or conftitution, or in any humap fociety whatever. I dejire 
it to be underftood, Sir, that, in every thing I am going to 
fay, I keep the King's fpeech in viev^ as a beacon or land- 
mark, by which my courfe fhall be direfted. In the firft 
place, allow me to ftate, in a ihort, general view, what it is 
that this part of the' law enafls. It begins with compelling a 
iet of men, whom the law itfelf, in fome^ fort, prejudges to 
be criminal, whom it ftrongly fufpedls, at Icaft, if it doe^ 
riot accufe, of having acquired fortune by corrupt pradlices, 
JF not by violence and extortion, to dejiver an exadl inven- 
tory of their pioperty, on oath,' as fpon as they arrive in 
Englahdi Now, Sir, with refpeft* to men perfcftly innor 
cent and unfufpefled, the heft that can be faid of the law is, 
that it is hhrmlefs/ If that were all, it would then be equally 
ufelefs. Frorri thofe who ar^ innocent yop can extort no 
confeffion : but 1 deny that it is in no cafe a hardfhip and in- 
Juftice to an honeft man, to oblige him to declare publicly the 
^xa£l amount of his fortiine. Numberlefs cafes might be 
fluted, in which it might be, to a very honeft man, a very 
arbitrary aft of oppreffion. It might even happen, that the 
a6l might he oppreflTive in proportion to the innocence of the 
party; for, though his poverty might prove his innocence, 
it might eafily h;»ppen"that many a man woiild wi/h to have 
his innocence proved by any other kind of evidence. We do 
not live in times in which poverty is refpeftahle. I .fear the 
contrary is true, and that the law ^hich compels an honeft 
inan to difcover the narrownefs of his circumftances, what- 
ever it may intend, will, in effeft, only ferve or aflift to fling 
idifgrace upon ill fortune, and to make the' tnbft honourable 
poverty ridiculous. ^ Men of this defcription ought certainly 
to be fpared^ 

Now, Sir, admitting it to be an eauitable fuppofition, that 
guilt and fortune go together ; admitting it to be a found 
principle of juftice, that men fhould |)e tried rather by their 
-weplth than by their anions, let us fee how the law operates 
on thofe whom it may have reafon to fuffiefl — on men who 
may really have acquired an immoderate fortune by very un- 
warrantable, perhaps very criminal, means. See whether the 
option^ which the law holds out to fuch perfons, be likely to 
^ * • ' . • ' * ' ^tofjuce 
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{>roduce any ^ood tStSk, whatever. It obliges the parties to 
chufe between a condemnation of themfelves by a difcovery ' 
of their guilti and a concealment of their guilt by perjury. 
If this be the option, what is like to be the choice ? That a 
man, accuftomfed to criminal, pradlices of one kind, will be 
extremely fcrupulous about committing another crime to pro- 
te£l the firfl ; or that, being already guilty, he will make 
himfelf flill more g;uilry in order to efcape puniihment. la 
my mind, Sir, all theeffeft of the law will be, to invite hin> 
to add one crime to anotherjl and if he be already guilty of 
extortion, of oppreffion, dpjfuelty, to endeavour to cover it 
by perjury. In general, it*is neither prudent nor equitable 
to place any man between a great danger, or a great^empla- 
tix)n, on one fide, and a moral or religious obligation on the 
bther. The law fliould be tender of creating fuch dilemmas. 
To impofe fuch a teft oh men whole integrity you already 
fufped^, is worfe than imprudent. ^ It i'sanjnvitatidn to falfe-*^ 
hood \ becaufe it annexes the expeflatioh of impunity for one 
offence to the commijfTion of another. 

The law then, Sir, in the cafe of any cbmplaint made to 
the Court of Exchequer, of wilful cohceahnent of property^ 
or defeft, or evafjon in the difcovery, proceeds to fubjccSl the, 
party to atifwer interrogatories, on oath, at the difcretion of 
the Court. In both inftances it revives a mode of inquifition 
and convidlion which the Conflitution of this country holds 
ih abhorrence, and which our anceftors vainly imagined they 
Kad extirpated for ever, when they abolifhed the Star Cham- 
. ber. With rcfpedl to the interrogatories, it might be fufii-^ 
dient to fay, that they are liable to the farfte fundamental ob- 
jeflion with the method propofed for extorting a difcovery iii 
the firfl inftahce ; namely, that they place a perfoii, who; 
by the fuppofition, is criminal, between the necefSty of con- 
demning himfelf by his veracity, or acquittiivg himfelf by 
his falfencod. But thefe interrogatories carry the fanle ab- 
lurd and Wicked principle a great deal farther. I'hey fiippofa 
the party to havis been guilty of perjury in the firft inf^ance, - 
and they call upon him ieither to convift himfelf of that 
crime, or to cover it by a feries of hew perjuries ih his ari- 
fwers to the interrogatories. I have flat ed the principles of 
t)ie new inquifition as I find them avovVed arid eflablifhed, 
and fhall leave them, without argument, to the fenfatioris 
and to the judgement of the Houfe. To make it felt that 
they are arbitrary and abfurd, riequires no argument. The 
hiomeht they.dre flated, they are condemned. 

The law, Kavihg now exerted the utmoft of its powicr to 
iextort a difcoyei-y of guilt by the confefllon of the guilty, 
proceeds to fupply the defeats of that mode by another courle^ 
which ifadeed feeriis to ]>rdmlfe a greater ^o\>afe\\\\^ ol ^>3ic- 

Y y ^ c^^%^ 
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cefs, but, in my judgement, is ftill more deteftiible than th^ 
other, becaufe it holds out rewards to tregkchery and bafeoefs, 
and tends to corrupt and deftroy all the little i^orAlity we 
have left in private life. This law formally introduces into 
the inmoft recefles of perfohal confidence and friendfhip the 
worft of all the inftrun^ents that ever have been employed by 
power without right. It acknowledge the ofEpe of fpy and 
informer to be ufeful in the general intercourfe of fociefy, and 
rev^rards him with a {hare in the fuccefs of his information. 
Sir, the man who difcQvers a cyme, and brings acriminaj to 
punifliment, performs an honoif'^le <Juty to the Public ; but 
he who fearches into the circuiRftances of another, who in- 
quires in order to accufe, and who accufes in order to profit 
by the #iiount of his difcovery, can be nothing but a traitor 
in private life ; he never can be a ufeful fervant to the Public. < 
But the temptation held out by this law is not confined to 
common fpies and Informers ; it goes to perfons much better 
able to difcover the amount of a concealed fortune, to perfons 
whom you have particularly trufted — your agent, your fecre- 
lary, your banker, or your friend. Who knows but that the 
invitation of the law may feduce a fon to betray his father, a 
brother to betray his brother, and, what is word of all, per- 
haps fome perfon, whom you have effentially ferved, to be- 
tray his benefadlor. The very monej you haye^lent him, if, 
whether wilfully or not, you fliould have omitted it in your 
account, will enable him to accufe you of concealment, and 
entitle him to fliare in the forfeiture that follows, I appeal to 
every thing that is honourable and virtuous in this Houfe — 
Is there an objeft of penal juftice, againft any particular fet 
of men, adequate to the price you muil pay for it, if you fuf- 
fer fuch prmciples as tbefe to be introduced not only into 
the laws of the kingdom, but into the manners of the People? 
This appeal to the general fenfe and judgement of the 
Houfe, I trufti will not be inefFedtual : but the juftice of my 
caufe entitles me 10 look every where for affiftance.' There 
is a particular body of men, p9werful ii) this Hoafc, and in 
this kingdom, who, I think, are bound by many fpecial con- 
fiderations to take part with me. in the prefent queftion — I 
rnean the gentlemen who have unaccountably been milled to 
give their confent i*q a law which bears hard upon their former 
companions, and upon all the conneftions they have left in 
India. I appeal to them as to men of honour^ and put the 
queAion ftrongly upon their charafter,. whether they will de- 
liberately inflift upon others fuch reftraints and penalties as, 
1 imagine, they would have thought unjuft againft them- 
felves P whether they will look back with fympatby and con- 
cern to the fituations in which they were lately placed ? or 
u/iether, having quvUeOL X.V\w iilvuUous^ they will content 
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ttemfelves with holding to ^ th^ir defected friends and com* 
panions thp h2^fy exclu^^^ language of perfonal efcape and fe- 
curity — Occuptt ^xsrxmum fcabies. — Sir, I am aware of the 
^qrn that may l^e given to an argmnent of this nature. I( 
1^ diredled ad bomincs.i :»n4 with them it ought to have weight. 
But, in order to give ppint and direcSlion to this appe:^!, and 
to make it inteJli|!ble by applicatiouj) I defire leave to fuppofe 
that all the gentlemen ;^lluded to were for a moment repre- 
fented by one per font, and that that perfon were my honoura- 
ble colleague in the government of Bengal, now a member of 
this Houfe, (Richard. Barwell, Efq.) To him at leaft I havet 
fome right to addrefe myfelf, I vould requeft him to conli- 
der wbetlier, if, b^fpre be left India, before he had remitte4 
home and inveAed in England the honourable reward of his 
labours, (and cextz^inly the labours were confiderable, if we 
are to meafure them by the amounjt pf the reward) it had beea 
propofed to. hia^ to give or refufc his concurrenoe to a law 
\yhich fhould oblige him, the moment he arrived in England, 
to make a public declaration on oath of the amount and par^^ 
ticulars of his fortune, which {hauld compel him to fubnxit 
to interrogatories on oath concerning the truth of every par- 
ticular of that declaration, and which fhould hold ou,t ten>p-^ 
tation and fedudtion to his agents, to his friends, and to every:- 
nian in his confidence, (by tne promife of iliaring in his for- 
tune) to find out fome error in his account ; whether, if fuch 
a propofition had been made to him, he would have thought 
it a ju ft and reafonablc law againft himfelf ; whether he would 
have aflented to it with cheajrfalneft, or rejefled it with indig- 
nation. I certainly meant to call, upon him, if he had beea 
prefent, to an fwer explicitly for himfelf; yet I think I knovr 
ipy honourable colleague*s ideas and principles on this fabjecS:^ 
fufficiently to venture to anfwer for him. I will venture to. 
aiBrm for him, that he would not have entirely approved of 
thefe inquiries into the ftate of his fortune, much lefs of the 
encouragement held out to his particular friends to accufe 
him. If I form a jufl judgement of my hooourable colleague's 
principles, he will af&ft me in protecting others from an in- 
quifition which he would have thought oppreflive to himfelf. 
1 cannot believe that he would apply any other meafure to the 
actions of others, but tl^t which be would willingly abide by 
for his own. 

I come now, Sir, to the con^deratior? of the tribunal and. 
niode of trial which this bill creates, and fubftitutes in the 
place, of the arfcient trial, which every man in this land is en- 
titled to, even the felon, the murderer, and the parricide, 
when he throws himfelf upoa his country; that is, to b^ 
tried by twelvp indifferent perfons,^ as nearly as poffible of 
bis own level, and by tlie law of the land. IM u^ U^ vO\cv^ 
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this tribunal is, how it is conftituted, and how it is to a6(« 
In the firft place, Sir, it profefles to confift of thirteen per- 
fons, whom I will fuppofe for a moment to be choferi with all 
the indifierence which the law affedls. If they be really, fo 
chofen, it will not follow that, with refpedt to ten of them, 
namely, the four Lords and fix Commoners, any advantage 
is gained over a jury in point of knowledge, or any other ju-* 
dicial qualification ; for I believe it will not be denied that a 
fpecial jury of Englifh gentlemen is juft as likely to be quali- 
fied for this or any other judicial office, as any ten members 
of the Lords and Commons taken at a venture. But the po- 
fitive difadvantages of the new tribunal are many and obvi- 
ous. This Lords and the Judges are not peers of the criniii- 
nal. / An inftitution, that calls on fuch perfons for a verdidlj 
renounces every ufe and advantage which the laws of this 
country annex to the trial of fadls by our Peers. In favour 
of what ? In favour of a tribunal, in which every one of the 
component parts is placed in a fituation inwhich they were 
never placed before. This tribunal abandons the wife and 
ancient feparation of the verdift from the judgement, and 
unites in the fame perfons the verdidl, the explanation of th^ 
law, and the fentence. Lords and Judges are called upon to 
find the fadls, and the Commoners, if they will, may deter- 
mine the law, and pronounce the judgement. The vot^ of 
the Commoners, on a point of law, is juft as valid as that of 
the Judge. 

With refpeft to the method of chufing the pannel, I fhall 
avoid faying any thing that may appear invidious or perlbnaK 
My caufe is too powerful to want the affifiance of perfonal 
refleftions. I ftand on public ground, and fhall take no 
other. I fiate it, thercfc^e, only as a matter of fadt, not 
only not denied, but defended, that, in the very firft inflancel 
^ of chufing the pannel, out of which the new tribunal is to 
be finally fele<5led, the choice was made by Treafury lifts 
diftributed among the members of this Houfe, and that the 
perfons named in thofe lifts have been appointed. I ftate the 
fa6t without obfervation> and ftiall leave it fo to the reflec- 
tions of the Houfe. 

The law proceeds to prefcribe a courfe, by which the 
whole pannel of three Judges, twenty-Cx Lords, and forty 
Commoners, fhall be .finally reduced to thirteen perfons^ 
whofe names are to be inferted in a fpecial commiffion, in or- 
der to form the new tribunal. On this part of the proceed- 
ing I obferve, that, admitting the nccefTity of chartgirTg the 
form of adminifterjng criminal juftice, it does not follow that 
there is any neceffity for renouncing the fundamental princi- 
ples on which that juftice has been hitherto adminiftcred in 
England. Your profeffbA oVje€t \^ xo cit^Xfc ^tv\ttv^^\\:\Avxl- 
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inal. The formation of a jury is fo contrived, that it ia 
ircely poffible it fliould not be impartial; then why abandon 
e forms cftabliflied foi the choice of a jury ? The prefent, 
N does fo without reafon or neceffity. It allows the party 
right of peremptory challenge only againft thirteen of the , 
«rs and twenty of the Commoners.' Now, fuppofing it 
oper to admit of none but peremptory challenges, why 
ould the exercife of that right be flopped as long as a num- 
r of Lords and Commoners remain fufficient to form the 
Ibunal : if, on the contrary, it be proper to limit the num- 
r of peremptory challenges, why (hould you reflrain the 
rty from challenging the remainder of the pannel for caufe 
Ggned ? This, I aflfirm, is not only an unneceflary depar- 
re from the ancient conftitution of juries, but a denial of 
;ht, completely unjuft and abfurd. It is unjuft to force the 
rty to include his challenges for a caufe afligne4 within the 
imber which you allow him to make peremptory. The re- 
It may be, that you will allow no peremptory challenge at 
I, fince it may very eaCly happen that all his peremptory 
allenges may lie againft perfons againft whom he might be 
ady and defirous to objcdt for fpecific reafons. But can any 
ing be conceived more abfurd, than that the law fhould 
eld perhaps to his malignity, perhaps to his caprice, and rc- 
fe to liften to his reafon ? 

Againft the three judges there is to be no challenge allow- 
, for reafons, Iprefume, deduced from the fanft it y of their 
arader and the refpc6l due to their ftation. To the former 
(hall only fay, that judges may be better men than we are, 
It they are men ; and that cafes occur in which an exception 
a juage, even in the difcharee of his proper office, would 
deemed valid,* and woyld force him to retire. To the 
Iter I fav, that a judge has no right to carry along with him 
e refpeft due to his proper ftation^ when he dcfcends to any 
her. I will not challenge him as long as he maintains the 
-ft at which the Conftitution placed him ; but if he accepts 
another office, if he takes upon him to find the fads, if he 
ndefcends to be a juryman, he muft accept of that office 
th all its conditions. He has no claim to the privilege of a 
dge, while he does that which no judge in this kingdom 
er did before. But is it impoffible that one of the three 
3ges may be an enemy of the party accufed ? Would you 
illy appoint fuch a judge to try fuch a party ? and, if the 
jedlion were fo ftated, would you affirm that it deferved no 
:ention? If, even without fuppofing a diredl enmity, two 
?n were known to have ftood pi^ terms unfriendly to each 
her, would you appoint one of them to judge the other ? 
5t me appeal to the honour of the learned gentleman oppo* 
e to me, who knows what has pafled in Ini^v^. \l \ ^^x^ . 
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the p^rfon accufed, would he chufe Sir Elyah Imjjey tb be 
my judge ? That gentlettidnj I pWfume, would decline the 
office. But for myfelf I can affirm, that if he fhbuld be ac- 
cufed, I would never fit iri judgement Upon him. 1 may W 
()rofecutor — I may be evidence againft hiixi — but I will never 
give a judicial vote in atiy caufe in which Sir Elijah Impey 
^ay be party, unlefs I can fafely give it fat hitti. 

The tribunal, at lafl obtained, profefledly eohfifts of thir- 
teen perfons. For what reafon this fmall number ihould af- 
terwards be reduced t6 feven it not explained. The Wholef 
power of the thirteen is finally committed to a qmrufn of 
feven, provided one of this number be a judge. In (b very 
fmall a number it might be thought, that an unanirtioas 
judgement might fafely be demanded. In finding the fafi's, 
^t leaft,'it might be expefted that their verdid ihould be una- 
ilimous ; but in this tfibuhal a new and dangerous principle 
cf decifion is aflumed. The fenfe of the court is to be bound 
and determined by a majority of votes ; that is, the fadlj may 
be found, the law determined, and the puhifliment awarded 
by four perfons out of feven ; and the court may be fo com- 
posed and divided, that poffibly on? Lord and three Judgfes 
ibay find all the fadls agatnft the finding of three Com- 
moners, or vice verfa^ that four Commohers may determine 
the law againft the three Judges. Wlirft they will do I • 
know not ; but this is what they may do under the prefent 
inftitution. 

We are now to confidcr the courfe atiJ conduft of the 
ti'iaf. With refpeft to tire trial of crimes in general, I pre- 
fume it will not be denied that two conditions are effential to 
the due adminiftration of juftice, at leaft that they have been 
hitherto thought fo in England, The fi^rft is peculiar to our 
Conftitntion, that the jury Ihall not feparate before they havft 
agreed upon their verdift. The law is cautious of expofing 
the virtue of jurymen to the temptations which might j)e 
thrown in their way, if they were fiiffered to go out of 
court, and difperfe before they had found their verchift. The 
law will not even confide in their judgement fo far as to fuf- 
fer them to liften to any extrajudicial evidehce Whatever. 
When once they are /hot up, all accefs to them is forbidden. 
Let the Houfe compare the wifdom of thefe precautions with 
the latitude allowed to the prefent tribunal. The commif- 
fioners may adjourn from day to day ad libitum. They may 
iiiix in fociety, and liften to all manner of difcoqrfes upon 
the fuhjedl matter of the charge depending befoi'e them. U 
the party accufed be a very guilty man, he muft be wealthy 
in the fame proportion ; and if the evidence fhould appear to 
go againft him, what fecurity have you that he will- not at- 
tewpt to corrupt the \nXegc\l^ 5^1 Qtv& o\ s^W of the commif- 



A. 1786. DEBATE^ g 

iioi^ers, whom he or his ageixts may meet out of court and 
con verfe. with cyery day?, Since a majority is to decide, it 
may happen that, by corrupting one out of ftyen, the judge- 
inent may be in his favour. In all thefeobfervations^ Sir^ I 
eameftly defire it to be underftopd that I fpeak of inftitutions, 
and not of. perfons. The Lords and Commqners^ who com* 
pofe the prefent. pannel,. are honourable men ; fo we are all : 
but let it be remembered that laws are, made to guard againft 
what men may do, not to truft to what they will do. Ad- 
mitting corruption to be impra&icabje, there are other fortf 
bf influence, againft which the virtue of men (hould equally 
be defended. The language of perfonal enmity^ or public 
odium, on one iide^ or of interefi, folicitation, or compaf* 
fion, on the cjther, may engage the. paffions, or bias the 
judgement of the judge. But if any of thefe Lords and 
Commoners ihould be conneded with the Adn>iniftration^ 
and if the party accufed ihpuld be a perfon whom the MinU 
fter ihould think it neceflai-y to jfeduce; or intimidate ; whole 
fortune, for exaiiiple, might entitle. hipi to, a. feat in .th^ 
Houfe of Cohimpns, then look to the cpnfequence. -^ Who 
tirill venture to affirm that it. is impoffible for a commiffioner^ 
fo conile^ed, to found the inclinations of. the Minifter; to 
apjprife him what turn the trial is likely to take, iand to re-- 
^(ceiYe his inflru£tions from time to time for his owq fubfe« 
quent condu£t. Of the prefent Mini fter I am ready to admitj^ 
that fo bafe a pradlice Is not to be fufpedled. Concerning his 
perfopal honour, I am ready to take every thing for granted 
that his warmeft friends can fay of him. My argument i$ 
Applied generally to things, nottomen^ and ftands abftrafited 
from all perfonal confiderations whatfoeyer. 

The fecond great confideration, which I deem to be eiQen- 
tial to the adminiftration bf juftice, and which is admitted tQ 
be To not only iii this country, but in every other where juf-^ 
tice is really adminiftered, is, that the trial fliould be In operi 
court. The law of England does not allow that juftice can 
be done in fecret ; therefor^ Will not fuffer the doors of a 
court of juftice to be ftiut. The wifdbm of oiir anceftors has 
deemed the infpeftioh of the public eye upon the proceedings 
of the court to be a powerful guard over the virtue of tha 
judge ; ahd the heft and wifeft of our judges have thought it 
jtio impeachment of their integrity. An open trial obliges 
jthe judge, in eyery queftion that comes before him, to chufe 
between his duty arid the lofs of his reputation* On the face 
bf the prefent law, t fee nothing that provides, for and fecure^ 
a public trial : for any thing that appears to the contrary, the 

Eommiflioners may fit, in clofe recefs, in one of the cham- 
er^ of the Treafury. If I am miftaken on this point, I wilh 
Vol. XIX. Zz ^ v^ 
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to be corre6ted, for I fhould be forry to load the law with an 
ill-founded imputation. ^ 

Sir, it requires but little ability to flie.w the dangerous na- 
ture andeffeft of thefe invafions in the plan and fyftem of the 
laws of England. He who is able to ftate the fa&, demon- 
ftrates the confequence. But we have been told already, and 
I expeft we fhall be told again, thatnecefEty fuperfedes all 
principles; that there is no alternative; that offences com- 
jultted in India are of fuch a nature, that it is impoflible to 
bring them within the cognizance, and of courfe to fubjedk 
them to the verdift of a jury. It may be fo : but I own it is 
a propofition that paffes my underftanding. When, by virtue 
of the powers already veiled in the courts below, the necef- 
fary evidence, from depofitions taken in writing, fhall be ob- 
tained from India, why the whole of it may not be reduced 
to diftindt iffues of fadl, on which a jury mav pronounce as 
well as any other tribunal, is a queftion to which I am not 
able to conceive a fatisfaftory anfwer. We are not fpeaking 
of political offences, of crimes againfl the ftate, which, in 
' iiiany cafes, perhaps can only be eftabliflied by a minute etx- 

amination of letters, inftrucftions, and correlpondence, and 
Jby 2i careful dedu6lion and inference from intricate proceed- 
ings to certain motives. The declared and only objedk of 
liie prefent law is to profecute and bring to fpeeqy and con- 
dign punifliment perfons guilty of the crime ot extortion 
and other mifdemeanors. Thefe offences,/ if committed, are 
matters of faft, on which it remains to be proved that a jury 
of Englifli Commoners cannot find a verdifl-, but on which 
a court, cqnfifting of Judges, Lords, and Commoners, can 
very well find a \»erdi£l:, declare the Jaw, and pronouiice a 
judgement. I diflruft my own knowledge too much, and fee 
too much legal learning oppofed to me, to undertake to prove 
a negative to that propofition. Yet even that talk would 
have been undertaken, and I doubt not with fuccefs, by a 
learned gentleman, (Mr, John Lee) whofe heart, t>s well as 
his learning, goes with me on this fubjed, if a fevere illnefs, 
unfortunately for me and for the Public, had not prevented 
his attendance this day, I lament his abfence, though 1 
. know I fliall,notbe left without fome powerful legal fupport. 

Stri611y and properly, the burden of the proof lies on the afr 
firmative.' They who innovate are bound to fliew a fuflS- 
cient pofitive reafon for the ipnoyation- They are bound to 
the drrcd proof of this clear, diftinfl: propofition; namely, 
that a jury is abfolutely incapable, and cannot by any means 
he made capable of trying an aft of extortion, or other raif- 
ilemeanor, committed in Indii. No doftrine, that does not 
clearly and diftinfllv go to the full extent and meaning of 
this propofition, \v ill (up^on xW \)\^feut Uw« Th« innova- 
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tlon is avowedly founded on a fuppofed necefSty, and no zU 
ternative. But if a jury either is, or can by any means be 
made capable of the fervice, you have an alternative ; the ne- 
ceiSSty does not exift, and you have no pretence to innovate. 
Sir, this will be a ferious undertaking for men of rank and 
. charafter in the ptofeffion. It is not a trial of fhill between: 
cunning knowledge and unlearned reafon : it is not a vi6lory 
of legal argument over an unlearned individual, contending 
for his birthright, which, on fuch a queftion, will fatisfy the 
fcnfe and judgeraeirt of this nation. The learned perfon, 
who ventures to affirm that the propofition is true in the 
terms in which I have ftated it, fliould remember that his 
charafter is at ftake, that he afts under thelnfpeftion of the 
public eye, and that he is going to chufe between his duty 
and the lofs of his reputation for ever. -I will tell him too, 
that I have good reafon to believe, though I do not diredly 
^flert, that the firft law authorities in this kingdom areagainft 
him. I trull he will find it fo when the queftion conies to be 
agitated, as ere long it muft be, in another place. 
' Before I conclude this part of my fubjeft 1 flatter myfelf 
the Houfe will allow me to remind them of the little triumph 
that prevailed when a right honourable friend of mine (Mr. 
Burke) declared very lately, that, after long and ferious de- 
liberation, he preferred the trial by impeachment to that of 
profecution in the courts below, foi* the purpofc of bringing 
a capital Indian delinquent tojuftice; as if my right honour- 
able friend had thereby abandoned the trial by jury, and fur- 
nilhed the advocates of the prefent tribunal with reafon to 
conclude that his opinion on this fubjedV coincided with 
theirs. I hope to be able to convince the Houfe that the 
conclufion was precipitate, and the triumph premature. I 
Ihould indeed have thought myfelf unfortunate if the fenti- 
ments of my right honourable friend had differed from mine 
on this important queftion. 1 fhould have diftrufted my own 
iiioft deliberate judgement, and fhould have afted with hefi- 
tation and relufl"ance even upon the moft deliberate convic- 
tion. The relation in which I ftand to my right honourable 
friend, gives him every claim over me that belongs to autho- 
rity, and juflifies fubmif&on : it is that of a being that is in- 
ftru6ied, to the being that inftruflshim. Sir, I am not here 
to pronounce my right honourable friend's panep;yric ; nor, 
if I were equal to the tafk, would I now venture to under- 
take it : it would lead me to refleilions that would utterly dif- 
compofe me — to the recolledlion of virtues unrewarded, an^ 
of veteran fervices growing gray under the negle<ft, if not in- 
jgratitude, of his country. If fame be a rewatd, he pofleflTes 
it already : but I koow he looks forward to a hrgher recom- 
pense. He confidcrs and believes, as 1 io> >3[V2X^ vcv ^om^ 

Z z 2; ^'^^X 
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other exiftcncc, the virtues of men will meet with retribu- 
tion; where they' who have faithfully and gtatuitoufly ferved 
xnaftkind, " iball find the generous labour was not Ibu." 
• On the point in'queftiou there is no difference between us. 
His opinion comes in aid to mine : our minds are united, and 
Wr principles a£l together. " If it be a cbntradiflion to fay, 
that, for the puniflimeht of crimes of a fpecial quality and 
knagnitude, the trial by impeachment is the fafeft, the mod 
dfe&vizlf and the beft ; but that, for offences of a lower or-* 
tfcr; the eftablilhed trial by jury Sfhould ftiU be adhered to. 
He who maintains the affirmative, charges that very contr^- 
diftion upon the laws, the inftitutions, the prafticfe, and th^ 
<wifflt)m'of England, ever fince Parliamerits had a being. I 
%m not afraid of erring^ with fuch powerful and venerable au* 
thority. 'The trial by impeachment is founded on a populat 
iright, coeval with the Houfe of Commohs: it is as well 
known ini as well eilabliihed in our Conftitution as the trial 
by jury, though it cannot occur fo often. ' There ivt cafes of 
crimes and of criminals, to which no other form of proceed-* 
ing is adequate, to which no other mode of trial is commen- 
furate. ' 'In fuch cafes, the trial by impeachment does that 
which no other trial can accomplifli. It not only forces the 
crime to an inquiry ; it not only demands juftice againft th(i 
criniinal, and infures his puhifliment ; but it provides forano^' 
ther obje6l,* Which, in feme inftancefs, is not Icfs interiefting 
and neceflary than even juftice and punifliment It clear^ the 
honour of the nation in' which fuch crimes are committed, 
and to which ftich criminals belong: it vindicates the cha- 
rafter of this country from reproach in the judgemefit of 
mankind. ' Thefe are the occafions in which the pre-eminence 
of the wifdom and juftice of England difplays itfelf over all 
other nations. Other nations may rival us in our crimes — 
but there the co&petition ends. ' In England alone thedigpity 
of the trial rifes to a level with the eminence of the crime. 
When the Houfe of Cjommons impeaches, it is a folemnr ap- 
peal to the judgement of the world. When crimes are 
charged, by which the happinefs, ' if not the exriftence, of 
whole nations has been affefled ; by which ftates and princes^ 
and all the higheft orders of men a^ well as the loweft have 
been reduced, by the bafc and iron hand of upftart power, 
to mifery and' ruin, the trial by impeadiment makes pro- 
clamation to the kingdoms and princes of the world to at- 
tend and look on, while the democracy of England advances 
in perfon to the charge, affumes the noble office of accufcr, 
and forces the crime to trial before every thing that is great, 
and noble, and wife, and learned, and venerable^ in our 
roun try. The crime, the criminal, the profecutor, the judges, 
ibe audience^ and the Uu\, ^tofiiNxct ^sA ^Y^ft.vtute a fcene 
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which no other country can exhibit to the world. Let u| 
jiope that the nccpffity of fo folemn a proceeding will not of- 
ten exift hereafter. The Conftitution has wifely referred it 
lor crimes of Ipeqial magnitude, and rare in proportion to 
jtheir greatncfs. The fame Conftitution has provided, with 
equal wifdom, fo|: the punifhment of offences of an inferior 
irank by another courfe, equally appropriated to its objetSJ, 
Let my right honourable friend proceed, therefore, to the 
difcliarge ot that elevated duty, to which his eminent abili- 
ties call him. TJiere are ftill other duties to be performed by 
inferior abilities. While he travels on in the high road of ifu- 
peachment, I fhall endeavour to attend his courfe in a nar- 
rower track, but in a parallel path. The lines wc z€t ia 
neither crofs nor diverge ; ^hey are equally direded to the 
fame general obje6l of juftice, and they run together. 
^ Now, Sir, the principal part of my tafk is completed ; for, 

fsnerally fpeaking, my prefent purpofe is not fo much to in* 
itute, as to coriedl. I mean to take away a great deal, but 
hot to enaft much in the place of it. In other circumftances, 
J ihould have thought myfelf bound to attempt a great deal 
more. If I had been united in views and fentiments with thf 
aSirtg Adminiftration of the country, and might therefore 
|iave hoped for their fupport in the plan, and their hearty 
feoncurrence in the execution of a new law on this fubjefl, i 
(certainly ffiould have extended my thoughts to a comprehcn- 
iive pontive fnftitution for the better government of India 5 
but, (ince I do not ftand in that predicament, I muft adopt 
knottier coridudt, conformable to my fituation. I muft take 
^I'e that whatever I propofe, rebus Jicjiantibus, whether to 
'cofre6l: or to ena£l, the thing I propof^ may execute itfelf, 
Jnd not depbnd for its fuccefs on the temper of Adminiftra- 
tion. ' I muft tak^ care not to aim at any thing but what may 
i^all Y be attainable under the prefent circumftances ; and 
^nally,' that while I am endeavouring to do good, I may be 
ilire of xloing* no fnifchief.' Adding on thefe limited princi- 

{* les, 1 (hall proceed to ftate to you briefly and generally what 
propife to do. Jf the motion ihould be carried, my pur- 
C^fe is to extirp^tefout of this fe'ill the principal evil that be- 
ngs to it; to revert to that which was good before, or 
which, if not perfecSl in itfelf, has not been improved by in- 
novation ; to ftrengthen that good, if it be feeble, and not to 
enaft much by pofitive inftitutioh. I wopld rebuild the hopfe 
I live in from the foundation, if 1 could ; but fince that is not 
jn my power, I will endeavour to repair it^ 
' Protefting, as I continue to do, againft the form in which 
the executive powers of the India Company in England are 
a^ually diftributed, and declaring, as I do, that, in niy opi- 
ixion^ a more abfurd fyftem of governmcat cguld v\q1 K^m«, 
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been imagined, I fhall leave rt as it ilands. I perfeftly know 
that an attempt to alter it would have no chance of fucceed- 
ing i nor would I trufl the execution of ^ better fyftem iq 
the hands of men who were adverfe to it, 

With refpe£i: to the government of Bengal, the alteration 
I fhall propofe is no more than to revert to the former confti- 
tution, which this law has very unwifely altered. I would 
replace that government in a Governor General and four 
counfellors, with nearly the fame powers with which they 
were invefled by the a6ls of 1773 ^"^ 1781. This alte- 
ration is eafy, and will execute itfelf. It has an accidental 
advantage too, which may recommend it to the favour of 
thofe who poflefs the patronage of the Company. It re- 
vives a fifth office. of counfellor, with tea thoufand pounds 
z year. 

With refpedt to all that part of the law which creates an 
inquifition, which compels the fubjefts of Great Britain to 
^nfwcr interrogatories on oath, which endeavours to corrupt 
^he virtues of private life by promifing to make rtien rich, if 
they turn traitors and informers, and which deprives the fub- 
jcfts'of this kingdom of their great chartered right, of their 
common- law right, and of their unalienable birthright, a trial 
by their peers, my intention is to tear it out of the ftatutc 
book — 1 would erafe it, if I could, from the memory of 
mankind— I would replace the criminal law of England in the 
ftate in which it flood. If the powers already given to the 
Court of King's Bench, for the purpofe of obtaining evidence 
from India, be infufficient, I have no objeftion to enlarging 
them. If the formality of pleading, or the prefent rules of 
evidence, or any other formality, ftands in the way of juf- 
tice, let the law be altered ; but when the evidence is once 
collefled and prepared, let it be fubmitted to a jury. With 
refpeil to written evidence, though I allow it muft be accept- 
ed, fince, in fome cafes, it may be impoflible.to obtain aay 
other, yet I think the prefent law abufes that conceffion, and 
carries the admiffion of written evidence to a moft dangerous 
excefs. It is enafted, " That all writings which fhall have 
" been tranfmitted from the Eaft Indies to the Court of Di- 
** recSlors, by their officers and fervants refident in the Eaft 
^ *' Indies, in the ufual courfe of their correfpondence with the 
" faid Court, and which in any manner relate to the fubje£l 
" matter of the charge, may be admitted to be offered in evi- 
" dence." The correfpondence, fo defcribed, I dare fay 
amounts to above a hundred large folio volumes every year ; 
It comprehends not only the proceedings of the fuperior coun-^ 
oils in India, but thofe of their fubordinate councils, and all 
it/;e coriiefpondence of a\l o£ iVvercvmvVv^Ntx^ mAwvdual with 
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r "whom they have any tranfaftien or intercourfe whatever. 
; The law declares that every thing contained in this enormous 
" heap of writing may be admitted to he offered in evidence, 
and then the Court Is to fift and examine it. The tafk would 
he a heavy one, even if a cFeaf, certain rule could be efta- 
Wifhed for diflinguifhing the credible parts of fuch evidencd 
'./from the reft. The effefl: of this claufe will be to make the 
Company's correfpondence an indireft channel of accufation 
between man and man, and to fill it with every thing that in-' 
tereft, jealoufy, or malignity can invent, or that ignorance 
and folly can believe, on any fubjeft. I will not now at- 
tempt to ftate any precife limits for this dangerous admiffiorf 
of written evidence. In general, I ftiall only fay, that au- 
thentic copies of the orders of the Court of Diredlofs may 
be admitted as evidence, when the charge is for difpbedience; 
and that every maVs writing, or annindoubted copy of it,- 
may be evidence againft himfelf. On this point I hope to b^ 
alliued with legal advice, and to be able to ftate my opinion 
with greater precifion, if I am permitted to bring in the bill ; 
and here I fhall conclude, — They who may differ from me in 
opinion cannot reafonably impute'the part I have taken in this' 
bufinefs to any perfonal apPrehenfion or intereft of my own» 
. As to myfelf, I ftand as clear of the law as if I had never 
been in India ; and as to particular friends or connexions, I 
have now but very few in that country : thofe few, I fear^ 
have not profpered. If any of them are rich, they have no! 
occafion to ftay there. If any of them are confcious of ha- 
ving ufed improper means to acquire a fortune, they will na-» 
turally (belter themfelves under the prefent law, by returning 
to England before January, 1787. I attack this law, be* 
caufe, in faft, it holds out protedion to the guilty, and tends 
to corrupt the innocent ; becaufe it introduces falfe principles 
into the adminiftration of juftice ; becaufe it is unjuft in its 
immediate application, while it eftablifties i^.precedent dange- 
rous to this kingdom ; becaufe it takes away the trial by jury ; 
becaufe it invades and alters the Conftitution ; and becaufe it 
ihakes the fecurity, and threatens the liberty of every fubjeit 
of Great Britain. 

I therefore move^ " That leave be given to bring in a bill 
*< to explain and amend an aft made in the twenty-fourth 
- « year of the reign of His prefent Majefty, entitled, ' An 
:' " A£l for the better Regulation and Management of the Af- 
j; «* fairs of the the Eaft-India Company, and of the Britiflx 
I ** Poffeffions in India; and for eftablifliing a Court of Judi- 
V ** cature for the more fpeedy and effedlual Trial of Perfons 
[ /« accufed of Offences committed in the Eaft Indies.^' 
Mr. Wyndham feconded the motion. 



3^ PARLIAkENTARY A. 1786; 

Mr.i>Btodas ^^* Dandas remarked, that when the honourable gentle* 
mart (Mn Francis) who fpoke laft, adverted to a new ju- 
dicature for the trial of perfdns accufed of extortions and 
other mifdemeanors in the Eaft-India fettlements, he cer'» 
tainly included in that divifion of his ftrid^ures upon a bill 
"Which he propofed to amend and mollify, what did not imme- 
diately belong to it; and this was, the obligation impofed upon 
the fervants of the Company at their return to Europe, to 
account on oath for the property lyhich they might have ac- 
quired during their refiaence in India. He ihould not, for 
the prefent, enter into the full extent of the queftion, but 
lay fomething concerning each part of it, referving the re- 
Biainder for a future occafion, not iar difiant, wh^n the fuln 
IdSt would again be brought by him before the Houfe. Ths 
In^inourable gentleman complained, that in the alteration 
which had been made in the government of the Compan/^ 
affairs at home, the refponfibility was fo divided between 
the Board of Control and the Court of Directors, that it bc- 
^me impof&hle to afcertain, in cafe of mifcarriage, whexe 
the fault exifted. To this he would anfwer, that at pre* 
fcnt the refponfibilitj was infinitely more dire<9 and complete 
fhan it had been before; for^ when the Board of Control, 
and the Court of DireAors coincided in their orders, then 
each body was anfwerable, but when they differed then the 
Board or Control was liable to account ; by which means 
the refponfibility was rendered more tangible, as it was in 
fome inftances transferred from a flaftuating and uncertaiii 
body, as the Court of DireSors were, to one of a permanent 
conftitution, the Board of Control, and in other inftances 
extended to them both. It might happen in the former 
fyftem for the whole body of Diredors to be changed be- 
. tvreen the time of adopting a particular meafure and the 
difcovery of the bad confequence refulting from it; who then 
was to be called to account? The criminality would appear, 
but the authors of it could not be found. As to the honour- 
able gentleman*s complaint, that the executive authority of 
the Company had been feparated from the patronage, that,, 
he muft contend, was the moft valuable and beneficial part of 
the whole fyftem ; becaufe, when the executive power was in 
the Direflors, the patronage which they enjoyed tended very 
xnuch to fetter and embarrafs the exercife of that power J 
for every order of theirs being calculated to affedk their fer- 
vants in India, and thofe fervants being appointed by them- 
felves, and of courfe out of their own families and connec- 
tions, it followed that they had private feelings with regard 
to them ; which private feelings and afiedlions, from the na- 
tural prejudices and we?kivds oiWiv\T!ccC\x^,m'^^^ \wter- 



Liyse.' t) E 6 A l* £ S. sfik 

JFered witli their condud refpe^ing the Public. Now the 
f0)}aratibii of thofe two powers of executive government and 
patronage would eflFeftually remedy that'inconvenience ; and 
the Board of Cbnjtrol having no fuch ties of friendfliip and 
affedtion to the fervants of the Company, would have no 
other obje£l Jrt the execution of their office but the benefit of^ 
the Public, A^ to the alteration in the governments in India, * 
■ hfc was decidedly of an bpinion contrary to that given by^ the 
hbnotirable gi^ntletnan ; and though he Ihould feel great un- 
difirtels in bdng obliged to enforce his own theory in oppo- 
fiti'on to the c^petience of the honourable gentlertian, yet that 
utieaiirtcfts would undergo ^ dirtiinution in confequence of the 
authorities with which he could rtieet the honourable gen- 
tleman's'.petfonal -knowledge of the fubjedl ; for there was not x 
a perfon wh^m he»had converfed with who had not con- 
di^mned thfe^fofmer ftate of the goveriiment of that country, 
and among the* reft. he tould bring as an inftance, a noble 
Lord (IVlacaTtney) who had declared, that none but a mad- 
mah would confent to accept the government while it re- 
iliained upon its former footing. He muft alfo beg leave to 
infift, that the honourable gentleman's propofal for remedy- 
ingv the.difeafe of a caftirig Voice [Here the Houfe and 
Speaker laughed] was by no means adequate to the objeft; 
for the "appointing five perfons to the Couricil would not 
• ptove fufficient, unlefs it could be contrived that thofe five 
perfons 111 ou Id all live, for otherwife, the determination of 
many queftions muft depend upon th6 carting voice, and it 
was extremely probable, that ddring a long feries of ytars, 
no queftion would be decided except by a cafting voice. Oa 
one part of the fubjeft the honourable gentleman feemed to 
grbund his principal objeftion to the prefent fyftem, it was 
that which eftablifhed a new judicature for die trial of delin- 
quents returned from India, On this head he could not but 
dtflfermoft widely from the honourable gentleman. This ju- 
dicature, he fhould admit, was reprefented by fome perfons 
at home, and he believed was looked upon by many others 
in India, as a moil dangerous and exceptionabfe meafure; 
but he had reafon to think that in general it was confidered 
in a yery different point of view. He could venture to af- 
firm, that the prefent mode of trial had all the advantages 
attending the trial by fpecial jury, and none of its difadvan- 
tages ; that although the defendant had no right of challenge, 
yet there could be no objedVion to that defeft, becaufe the 
court was appointed in fuch a manner, as to leave no room 
for the neceffity of admitting challenges, which exifted in 
trials by jury : all perfons who might be fuppofed to enter- 
tain any biis or prejudice, either from tW\r Vv-aLvm^XififcTv x.cic> 
intimately acquainted with the circvitrv&^uc^«> "axv^ \\\^v^^ot^ 
VfL.XIX. 3 A "^^^^^ ^ 
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being liable to a fufpicipn of having been predetermined; ail 
who had ever been in India, Ml who Wfte conne<Sted with^ 
the India Company, or who could be fvippofed under the ki^ 
fluence of government by means of emplayment9> wer^ 
ei^luded. 

; The court confifted of perfons of high rmk and- chdf oc*^ 

t^r,- ^^A fuch< as eould not afford the- iinsdieft reafon. to 

apprehend any rnjuftice ok partiality from thetHy unlefs un^ 

dor the flrauge idea, that jviftice and imp^Mtxality wer^^ 

things not to be found amongft mankind in any cla^$^ aivi 

if fo, then no judicature could be thought uprightw Iivan- 

Iwer to the doubts which the honourable gj^qtleman had^ ex* 

preflid aiifrng firoirfethe dangeir.of tlie judges being. corrupted^ 

he thought himfelf juftified in contending, that if there were 

any foundation for fuch* an apprehenfioki, them was alfo afr 

naueh danger in every other tKial^ for even bofoipe a jury the 

judge had great weight ai^d authority; he oould pofittvely 

determine on the competence and admifilbUity of evidence;. 

he bad great influence in eftablifliing its credibiKty; and bfK 

fides, it was part of his duty to fum up the whole and pu9 

upon it that conft>ru£tbii which feemed to him moft proper;; 

hit had, in fhort, in many inftances extenfive power, and in 

ethers great influence, until that flage of the trial in^whidst , 

the jury were ciofeted for their final determination: and aft 

the three judges were to be appointed, one by each conrt> 

there warS no doubt but fuch of them would be appointed by 

their brethren on* the bench, as appeared to them mofl propef 

f^om being. leafl liable to any un^ir knpreffion or prejudice^ 

A right hononraBle gentleman (Mr. Burke) when opening 

proceedings againJi the EaU-India governor, Mr. Haflings^ 

and expatiating upon the- difitient mode^of bringing a de* 

finquent from that country to^ juftice, had difclaimed the- 

trial by jury as liiirtrCaliBulated for the cognizance of fuch ac- 

cufatibn^ and in fo doing he was certainly «ctremely pru^ 

dent; he himfelf knew too well how difficult it was to pro* 

ceed by a bill of pains and penalties; becaufe, when on i 

former occafibn he adopted that method^ he found numbers 

of gentlemen who, though willing to pw&eute the aecufed,. 

and to infliil an adequate punilhment where goik was 

proved, yet declared, that they would then, and on all occztk 

lions, fet theif faces againft a bill of pains and penalties x 

the only remaining method therefore of proceedmg was by^ 

impeachment,, which the right honourable gentleman to 

whom he lafV alluded had adopted in the profectition at that 

moment depending, as the only way by which juftice could 

be expeded. Of the two modes or trial, that by the prc^ 

fent judicature, and that \y5 w^^w^tc«?ckV> V* \.\ioxi^ht the 

former as unexceptiouabW as tte ^5vxx«\ 3l\ ^^ Ucsia. ^^ot 
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tpurity of itf appointmcntt as from the numbers of which k, 
<Ditfifted J for the court of the Lord Hijjh Steward might 
•contift of a8 few members as the Eaft-Ind«a ^'udicature ; and 
th« Houfe of .Lori^ when they fat m the high court of Parlia* 
inent^ were not fubjeA to anynchdlcqges, to which this court, 
though not ftAuaDy^ yet, from tke mode of its conilitution, 
inight be iaid virtvally to have beconve KaHe. The honour- 
tbk getitleitian ef preCed bis oneafinets, that no provifion 
liad b^n nfkade t6|»revent the Court from protceedif^ to trial 
trith lh<iC doors; iaitt he apprehended that the oniitting to 
Aiention any &€h matter in the b^li was 4>y no tneans a 
fan£Vion for adopting a cuftom fo diametiwcany oppofite to 
the common law^ which diseds, that all courts 'Of judical 
tare fhall be open, an4 which of courfe, the pr^fent one muft 
4be in iConafUaiKe wnth the rules fyf the common law, whicti 
are alway« to continue iu fonoe onleis paFrticiilarly avoided by 
the eicpreft worAs of a ftatute, wMch not being done tn this 
.nA, llhopecoutd be fio|rreflencofor the doers of iSiis court ber 
«ng Ihut- On t*is 'Occafion^he Aoiild beg leave to inftanqe 
the ele6Hon bill, framed by a late member of the Houfe (Mr^ 
lOrenviUe) in which there was no particular injunSion 
>|^rdervo Aciacy in fhe proceedings of the Committee to he 
appointod under 'it; and yet, in purfuance of the principles 
i€rfF tho^rommon law^ their doors were'always kept open. The 
icomfrtiiiit made«of the power which theCourt had to adjoui^gi 
iromitimeto time;, was one Which, like fome of the others^ 
|>roceeded from the principle, that human nature was fo de- 
prived that Bo Security cotild be experSed againA wickednefs 
jmd temptation, ffe Ihoold thevefore irttc?mpft to give no 
.anfwer to it upon that principle; hut only inftanctf the laft- 
sneotiened judicature uflder the deftion inH » and alfo in the 
cafebf trials Wore tlie Houfe of Peer% where it was tlie 
conftant praftice to adjoorn M die in di^^ and yet in either 
cafe was it ever pretended that there was any danger of jundue 
jnfiuence being ufed by i^is Majeftys Mioider^, as was now 
«etempted to ^e -ftiggeAed. .«r- Another corrGderation which 
tended to prove the abfolute impra6tibility x)f reforting to 
trial by jury was> the great fcope of evidence that in general 
it would be neceCary to produce on fuch occafions : as, for 
^tample^ in the cafe of t^ir Thomas Riamhold^ and alfo ii| 
that of Mr. Haftings; the evidence was fo various and voIu« 
minous, that it was phyfically impofible that any jury could 
have Arength fuficient to g9 through it without retiring to 
reft> aod without other refre^nient. 

As to the ob]c£tion whicb lie bad tieard made againil th^ 
jldrfiitting the writings aod «orrefpondences from the Eaft 
indies to be admitted in evidence, l^ apprehended th^t ^xmV.^- 

5 A a Vs^ 
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fubje£l: they feemcd to think, that a!] writings whatfoevc^ 
coming from that country were intended by theafl of Par«» 
liament to have full validity given to thein as evidence in the 
newly-eftablifhed court;. but this was by no ipc^ns the cafe; 
for every paper was liable to be fcrujiqizec} according to the 
common rules' as well of admiffibility as of credtbHity. which 
were ufed with refpedl to other witnefles ; and If any fbouH 
appear to come from a perfon prejudiced or intcrefted in tht 
event of riie trial, it would be confidered ^s wholly inadmiffi- 
ble; or if it fhould prove inconfiPent,.cqntradr6tpfy, an4 
improbable, it would then be confidered as incredible. It wa$ 
lio new thing to bring the correfpondence of the pompany*$ 
fervants as evidence into a court of juflice; becapfe the ad 
of 1773 had made a proviiion for the purppfe, deplai-ing fuch 
papers to be competent evidence ; and indeed, in mpft in- 
ilances, it would prove impoffible to inveftig^te a conaplainj 
from that country without recurring to fuch fources of in- 
formation; and befides the other arguments tending to vin- 
dicate the departure from the trial by jury in this inftance, 
the heceffiiy of admitting fuch evidence vjras a very ftrong 
^RC ; for, however expedient it might be in fopie cafes td 
adopt new rules of evidence, it would prpVe extremely dan- 
gerous and improper to habituate the minds of the common 
juries of the country to fuch a change : becaufe, being iii 
certain cafes ufed toioojc upon that as evidence which the pe^ 
tuliarity of the matter alone rendered fo, they might, in cafes 
\vhere no fuch peculiarity exifled, be inclined to receive fi- 
milar impreflxons from fimilar documents, and by thofe means 
the rules of evidence might become fluftuating and liable to 
change, a circumftanceto the full as dangerous and as necef- 
fary to guard againit,": as any change in the other forms of 
judicature could poffibly be. As to the novelty imputed to 
this departure frona the eftabliftied pra£licc of trial by jury, 
no fuch did exift, for it had long Cnce been adopted both in 
the army and navy, arid no perfon ever pretjended," that any 
precedent was likely to flow from the inftitution of naval and 
mililary courts martial, dangerous to the conflitution and lawi 
of the country, * . ' ' . 

Refpefiting that part of the fubjecSl which related to the oath 
required' from perfons returning from India, to afcertain th« 
iimount of their acquifitions in thofe parts, he had not com«i 
pletely made up his mind ; but having intended to bring xh6 
fubjed before the Hbufe in a fhort time, he had been in the 
habit of cenfidering it attentivefy, and fhould, in a few days, 
come to a fettled opinion concerning it. The reafon of his 
doubt was the varietv of fentiihents he had met with in letters 
from India, fome 01 which cowt;vvv\td ?lu a^j^robation of thd 
TtIlri£iior]j while others feswtV^ cow^^^mt^ \u \\ n^wiSSv 
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however anfwer part of theobjeftions fiated by theh6nonr« 
able gentleman^ to fhew, that a]l of them at ieaft were not 
jperfi^ly well founded, and tbat the inftitution was not liable 
to ,tbe: whole of the obloquy thrown upon it. The honour- 
able gentleman had cited an example, drawn from the cafe of 
his Qwn colleague in the adminiflration of Bengal, and had 
faid, tbat if the quefiion had been put to that gentleman, 
whether he fhould be fatisfied on his return to England to be 
called upon to take an oath of the nature prefcribed by the 
prefeht fyftem, he thought it highly probable that he would 
iinfwer in the negative. The honourable gentleman had ftated; 
that if theTervices of his faid colleague, were equal to hi» 
fcwards, they muft have been great indeed; which word* 
could have no other implication than that his rewards were 
greater than his fervices merited : was not this then a flrong 
argument in favour of the oath ; for, was it not as much at 
to fay, ^hat if the oath had at that time been necelTary, the 
gentleman alluded to havmg it before his eyes, and having 
alfo objedipns to taking it as his circumAances then ilood, 
.would have afted in fuch a manner as to have enabled him<^ 
ielf to take it with a fafe confcience? By this means the evil 
would have been prevented, and this prevention was the chief 
objeft of inftituting the oath ; for many perfons, though they 
inight be inclined to fubmit to thofe temptations which that 
country was fuppofed to hold out, and which by fome were 
reprefented as being almofl too ftrong for flefli and blood to 
refift ; yet, knowing that the confequence of doing fo muft 
neceflarily be either avowing their guilt, or adding to it the 
ccittie of perjury, they would be r^ftrained and prevented ; and- 
thus the path would operate to {Irengthen and confirm their 
confciences. * 

". The honourable gentleman had farther complained of the 
Jnterrogatorles Which people were to be (Compelled to anfwer, 
^ftcr they had made a'direft oath, and hijid reprefented it at 
a new thing thus to call upon men to acknowledge, that they 
Jiad been guilty in the flrft inftance of perjury. But furelf 
if the honourable gentleman had confidercd what were the 
.tifual modes of examining' upon bath in this country (for the 
principal method' of fi ft ing a witnefs, in order to afcertain the 
truth or falfehood of his teftimony, was to crofs examine and 
put fuch queftions to him, as in fpitc of all his artifice and 
cunning mould force him to fpeak the truth) he woiild find 
jqo ground of complaint, either as to the novelty or hardfhip 
of the.regubtiori. Such was the cafe of bankrupts, who^ 
though in matters that might affefifc their lives, were bound by 
}aw to anfwer fuch interrogatories touching their efiedU, at 
might be put to them by. thofe intruftedwith their affiits. Ox%. 
the whohj be Jbould not give a negative tQ \iv^ ^id^oX \xiQx:v«w 
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tlwnen would recolleft, that though' he did vofe for this 
obnoxious claufo, yet^h&had invariaUy x>ppofed both in ahd > 
out of t\ie.houfe all tbe ill-founded' clarabur.xaifed rerpe6llh|[ . 
the enoTmities committed by Britiih fubie&s in India ; tbai r 
he could' affirOii and always bad affirmed, that there was^^if 
no part of. tbe world, if:they were; taken colle&ively^ a: more! 
refpeflaWe fet of men thari the gentlemen ferving in India, or 
xnen who had deferved mbrefof their fcoimtry ; but! the* da-" 
mour ihaving been raifed, he conceived fuoha- ilaufe,..A^iiich' 
would have proved thfe. juftice of the .outicry, .might 'have* 
ibei^n how much the People of England had « been milled^ 
and be had no perfonal objection to it. It^haU, however, oc^: 
cafioned general dilTatisfaAiony and he hoped it would be:re- 
|)ealed. With reipec^ to: the judicature^ upon thefutleft and 
moft deliberate coniideration, he did avow his comjilete ap> , 
probation of it, .and he thought if. crimes were committed ih 
India, which afterwards canie to a trial here^ .it was impoffible 
to find a purer court before which any man could fo foon wifli' 
to be tried ; for ofiences committed in India could not, he 
thought, be tried by a jury in the common. modes of trial. 
There was one thing mentioned by the right honourable aiut 
learned gentletaan (Mr. Dundas)- y^hith had given him very 
great pleafure indeed, .From what he- had thrown out,obe 
truOed that fuch a firm and efficient government was tO'te ^ 
eftablilhed in India as would render the prop^fed judicature 
totally ufelefs ; for. he was.convinced thata fleady and ftrong 
government abroad would prove fully .competent to correS 
every abufe which might exift in that quarter. The honou- 
rable gentleman who opened the bill had dealt in panegyric 
and invedlive. He had mentioned Sir Elijah Impey, who was 
not prefent to defend himfelf ; bnt if the honourable, gentle- 
man had been difpleafed with Sir Elijah Impey's deciiion, an 
appeal lay open to him. 
Mr. Fran- Mr. Francis fpofce to order, contending that the honoura-* 
«•• ble gentleman had totally miftaken his meaning. 

Major Scott replied, that he fubmitted with pleafure to cor-* 
redtion, and would embrace a future opportunity of replying 
to the panegyric of the honourable gentleman. 
Mr. Jol- Mr. Jollijfe obferved, that it fcemed agreed on all fides that 

lif<;. the bill brought in by the right honourable gentleman, for 

the regulation bf the government of India, was defedlive, 
and of courfe required amendment ; that fome thought the 
government at home improper ; that others objefled to the 
government abroad ; but that all feemed to agree that it was 
capable of confidcrable reformation. The honourable gen-, 
tleman near him (Mr. Francis) had moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for this putpofe; it was therefore exceedingly unge- 
nerous in the right Viouo\xu\A^ a^\\4k\cwt^^ ^iv\^twBcw\ ta rcfift 
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tbat motion by ^ preyiou^ quc^an, yrhen hp dfclafed at the 
iame time thajt he propofi^ to ip^jce the vejrv fame motion 
himfelf. This was taking ail the i|»rit from his honourjihle 
friend J this was faying, ** I agree with you entii-el^ ; but bc- 
•* «cauireyou have broughtT9rward that whictj every .t>ody ap- 
^ proyesj you fhall not have the merit : I have the ftrength 
•* in my band ; I will wreft the honour and reputation from* 
<« you of ferving your country." With refpedl to thei go- 
vfernment at home, he was of opinion that the bill <jf thfj 
right honourable genjrieman (Mr. Fox) was the moft calcu- 
lated to produce good ; for it gave to the State the govern- 
xpent of the territory, which every body admitted wa;s the 
property of the State, and which thatHoufe Jbad voted t0 bo 
fo, and it left lo the India Company the management of their 
trade; this was all which they could claim. Concerning the . 

f^vernment in India, he differed from his honourable friend, 
At. Francis) becaufe he thought the government abroad, in ' 
e hands of one, w^s more confiftent with ah operative, ex- 
. ccutive government than divided among a number, who, iix 
all probability, would difagree upon the manner in which the 
. "various operations of government fliould be condu6^ed. By 
being in one perfon, the country knew where to look for re^ 
fponfibility, and it was much eafier to remove one perCon, 
^nd appoint a fucceflfor, than either to difplace a body of men* 
or to fele£): out .of a number one or more at fuch a diftanc^, 
tyhofe conduft might be varioufly reprefented, and with re- 
foeft tp whom there might be much difficulty in judging* 
The chief caufe of his rifing was to enter his proteft againft 
the new-adopted mode of trial ; for he confidered the trial 
by jury as the great paladium of the Conftitution of this 
<;.ountry ; as the only fecurity which Engliflim^nhad for their 
lives, their liberty, or their property ; as the great barrier 
'fpr the People againft the power of the Crown, or the influ- 
ence of the ariffocratic part of tl>e country ; every innova- 
tion on this right, every, the fmalleft, alteration of it fliould 
be watched and attended to with the minuteft care. How 
much, thcrefore,>ftiould the alarm be taken at (not the de* 
viation from this mode of trial, not an alteration in point of 
form, or in matter of evidence, but) an abfolute fubverfion 
of it, by appointing a new, unheard of, unconftitutional 
fyftem, which, Uf admitted to be proper in the trial of the 
<}elinquents from India, would equally hold applicable to atiy 
Qtherpart of the dominions of Great Britain; and it might 
be argued as fitting to extend to offences committed in the 
. Weft Indies, in Ireland, or even in Scotland. No man could 
fay, if the principle were once admitted, to what it might 
not be argued as proper to be carried. The right honourable 
and -learned gentleman was fo fenfible ol lYvu, x\\^\.\i^\v'aA. «v\- 
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4e5iyQUi'ed to /hew (but on the Calfeft grounds) that this mod§ 
of trial was in fail a trial by jury. He defined- to alk, in 
what refpedl it refembled it ?' A jury confided of twelve per*- 
fons; but this was an indefinite number, from thirteen to • 
feven : a jury rnuft be unanimous — a majjority here deter-J 
inined ; yet a jury mufl: decide before thiey could (eparate; 
but this court might adjourn de die in diem as long as they 
pieafed*: a jury could have iio irjtercourfe whatevcf with the 
parties ; yet ihefe niight have any communication they pleafed 
with any or all of the parties: a jury were to determine the 
iaS, ana not the law ; but thefe were to xietermine both.fafl: 
and law. There was, in truth, no one thing in, which they 
!refen>bled a jury,' except that they were iwbrn ; but the 
greateft abfurdity was, thiat as a majority <if feven iiiight de- 
termine, thofe who heard the Jrial might not be the ftme as 
ihofe who gave the verdiift ; out of thirteen, feven might hear 
part of the trial, three might be abfent, gnd three others hear 
another part, arid, at laft, fix frefh atten^ apd decide upon the 
Whole, without having heard one word of the merks. The 
judges could not declare the law ; for they fnight be over- 
ruledi by ten, or by feven, or by four of the other me^nbers • 
JTp that what was not law might be determined to be law 
^inft the declared ' opinion of thofe who are appointed to 
declare the law in every court in the kingdom ; the rules of 
evidence, on b great fecurity to juftice, might, in every in- 
Itance, be departed from, and the judges fit by fpe£lators, 
unable, to prevent fuch a violation of firft principles of th6 
law. In a court of law, the judge is anfwerable tor the law 
which he lays down, that it fhall be law of the land j hut in 
this judicature no man was anfwerable for his condu£t. 
This, he was fure, need only to be known to be reprobated : 
it required only to be divulged and underftood, to call thq 
univerfal voice of the country for its repeal. 
MrrHcnnl- Mr. Htnniker, immediately before the previous queftion 
^^' . was put, rofe (upon an idea fcggiefted, that thofe who voted 

for it were pledged to fuppoj-t the intended amendment pro-" 
pofed by Mr. Dundas) to fay that the grounds on which he 
lupported the previous queftion were, that, on a competition 
between two honourable gentlemen (Mr. Francis and Mr. 
Dundas) to propofe that amendment, he was thoroughly fatif- 
fied that the p'erfon who had a great Ihare in the forn^ation of 
the bill was the moft proper to move for its amendment, and 
that when the whole was brought forward he (hould be then 
inore competent to determine on the ihtrinfic merit of the 
mode of Indian government : yet he muft beg leave to aflure 
the Hpufe how much he fpurned at the bare thought of irre- 
vocably pledging himfelf to vote for the amendment fuggcfted 
f}y the right honourable aud Vt^xtL'^^L' ^wivV'^tsatv^ (jMr* Dun- 
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3as) unlefs it were to comet home, in ajl refpedls whatever, 
to his unbiafied feelings and his fincere opinions. 

The previous queftion^ moved by Mr. Duiida^, was carried. 

Upop bringing up the Ordnance Report, 

Sir Jiihn Miller obferved, that he fhould move for its re- sir Toha 
lCommitmer\t, with the intent^ tbit after he fhould have ftated Miller. 
liis'reafons for voting againft the late extend ve fyftem of Ord- 
^iiance fortifications on the preceding Monday, he might fa- 
tisfy the Houfe that his objc6ti6ns to that fyflem did not, ia 
kny degree, go to the moit immediate and necefTary accom-^ 
tnodations and fccurities of the dock yards of Portfrtiouth 
and Plymouth,^ which he conlidered as of the highefl impor- 
tance to this country ; ahd in otder that thie Houfe might be 
iinapprifed of the bbjedt of his motion as well as to o^cono- 
ihjfe their time, their trouble, and their attention^ he fhould 
how flate to thenl the motio^ with which he intended toclofc 
kiis obfervatibns ahd opinions upoii the fubje£k of our fortifi- 
cations. He then read his propofed mptiod, to the following 
efie6l : " That the fum of 50,0001., granted in a former feU 
** iCon to be employed in fortifying our dock yards, be flow 
** appHed in the following manner, viz, in bringing freih 
** water to the dock yard of Plymouth ; in building and fur- 
'* nifhing gun boats, agreeable to the unanimous approbation 
** of them by the fea and land officers in their Report how 
•* on the table of this Houfe, as expedient for 'the defence of 
'*« our* dock yards ; and for the eredling fuch bomb proofs and 
** cafements wiihin the faid dock yards as fhall be judged mofl 
** immediately neceflary, as well as mofl efltflual for prefer- 
^* ying ammunition, provilions, and flores, from the fudden 
^ irruption of an enemy; and alfo foir the erefting certain 
"^^ port^ and cflablifhingcertaia flations for fignals, as recom- 
" mended in the fame Report." 

Mr. Rofe anfwefed, this was not a proper timfe to move Mr. Rofc, 
fuch recommitment, unlefs for the purpofebf diinirtifhingthe 
amount of the fum how reported. 

Mr. Slop^rand Lord Maitland infifled that the honourable 
Baronet was founded in his motion to recommit the Report. 

The Speaker alledged, that/the Houfe was afked from the ThcSpca* 
Crown for the value of the Ordnance eflimates j that it was J^«=- 
the right of Parliament either to reje£l in mo, or to diminifh 
the fum applied for by Government. But that upon a Re- 
port of money granted^ as in the prefent cafe, nothing but an 
intention of refuting or diminifhing the fum already granted 
(which he did not apprehend, and which indeed he faw by the 
motion which had b^en flated to be no part of the honourable , 
Baronet's intentioti) could juflify the prefent recommitment 
t)f ihe Report. 
Th9 Houfe adjourned* ^, . 
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tVednefday, 8th March. 

No exceedingly material bufinefs took place, nnlefs we ex- 
cept the choice, by ballot^ of a Committee, to whom the fc- 
Teral accounts and papers, relative to the public income and 
expenditure, are referred, who are. to examine. and flate the 
fame, and to report to the fJoufc what may be expe£^ed to 
be the annual amount of the faid income and expenditure i» 
future. 

The following 2kre the names of the gentlemen chofen : 

Marquis of Graham^ 

Right Hon. W. W. Gretivilley 

Hon. E. J. Eliot, 

H. Addingtqn, 



H. Beaufoy, 
J. Call, 
G.Rofe, - 
J. Smyth, 
W. Wilberforce, 
The Houfp adjourned. 



Efquires. 



Thvrfdayj 9th March. ' 

In compliance with the requeft of Mr. fiurke, who was on 

this day ahfent, 

Mr. Fran- Mr. Francis mowti, ** That a certain feIe<Skion of the par 

CIS. « pers which had been laid upon the table, in confequence of 

** the motion of his right honourable friend, for the purpofe 

" of groundii>g a charge againil Mr. Haftings," might be 

printed. He begged leave to inform the Houfe, that his right 

honourable friend confidered thefe papers as more particularly 

neceffary to the fupport of the projeSion ; yet at the fame 

time he felt it proper to remind them, that it did not follow 

that becaufe thefe were fo earneftly defired, no intention was 

entertained of making ufe of any of the\reft: on the con- 

'. trary, that it was his right honourable friend's intention to 

avail himfelf of the whole of the evidence jto be derived from 

all the papers, as well of thofe which were noit at of thofe 

which were to be printed. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor P/// argued in favour of the propriety of 

ceilorPitt. printing all tl>e papeis, perfuaded that it would take up mofe 

time for the Houfe to make the feledion than the printing of 

the whole; yet upon refledlion he mufl allow that the mdf- 

tion made by the honourable gentleman might be fuflfered to 

pafs without farther inquiry ; but, at the fame time, be woufd 

beg leave to advife fome friend of Mr. Haflings to move iot 

the printirg of fuch part of tXve ^u\jfex^ ^sc^^a mv^t deem itl^^ 

mcdhtdy requifite for Wii t'x.cw>y;avQKw ' 
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. Major Scott obferved that the honourable gentleman who Maj. Scoci 
tnade the motion, had himfelf he6t\ fo candid as to fuggeft to . 
hiiii the very fame advice as that juft given by the Chancellor 
6f the Exchequer ; which he Ihould certainly follow, and for 
that purpofe look over the papers, in order that he might 
make his motion ; as he wiflied that the papers which he 
meant to have printed might follow thofe moved by the ho- 
, nourable gentleman, as immediately as poffible, left the Pub- 
" lie, reading fome papers which might appear to have a ten-* 
depcy to criminate him, and not enjoying the opportunity 
of peruGng thofe which were expreffly calculated for his vin- 
dication, might receive impreffions deftrudlive of thofe fa- 
vourable ideas which (he would venture to aflert) ought to be 
entertained of his adminiftration in the Eaft Indies. 

The motion of Mr. Francis pafled. 
♦ Mr. Mar/ham now moved for leave to bring in a bill for Mr. Mar* 
extending the provifions of an aft introduced into that Houfe ^^°*- 
'by his honourable friend (Mr. Crew) for fecuring the free- 
dom of eleftions, by depriving perfons employed in certain 
•offices, as the cufioms, excife, poft and ftamp office, of the 
r tight of voting, to the civil branches of ihe navy and ord- 
inance offices. He underftood that fome people imagined he ' 
:had intended to include the officers of the army and navy in 
-his bill, but no fuch idci had ever entered his mind, nor, he 
foppofed, that of any other member of the Houfe. So much 
benefit had refulted from the former biij, and that which he 
propofed to bring in, was fo exaftly fimilar to it in principle, 
that he thought there was no fort of neceflky for him to fay 
any thing in fupport of his motion. 

. He then moved, " For leave to bring in a bill for fecuring 
.** the freedom of eledlion, by excluding perfons holding 
*^ places in the navy and ordnance offices from voting as 
" elcaors." 

Mr. Iiof^y%u9od ohkrved that many of his conftituents, fee- Mr.Hon< 
ing and feeling the good confequences of Mr. Crew's a£l, ^®*'**' 
vrmch were particularly confpicuous In his part of the coun^ 
try, had exprelled a wifh for its extenfion in the manner pro- 
pofed by his honourable friend, for which reafon, as well as 
ffom his own convi£lion of its propriety, he would f^^ondi 
the motion. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Friday^ lOth March. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved, that, as at leaft an inaccu- Mr. C3^an. 
Jracy of expreffion had crept into one of the claufes pf the ^^^^ ^^^^ 
, militia bill, he ihould ^rft corredl it, atvd\lv«aVie%\«an^\j^ 
double the Houfe with his lentim^uX^ uwiv "Ocv^ ta^^^Si- 
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Endeavours had been ufed, (but, upon what juftifiabjjB 
grounds he believed it would prove more than difficult to 
aifcover) to reprefent him as hoftile to the inftitution of tfc 
militia, becaufe^ when an honourable gentleman had applieil 
to him for his opinion relative to one part of its regulation, 
he had declined at the moment to give an anfwer, wifhiog 
to fufpend his judgement. Until he could enjoy the advantage 
of hearing the arguments of thofe gentlemen who, from their 
being perfonally interefted in the I'ervice, were moil comp^ 
' tent to thedecifion. The injuftice of fuch a mifrepfefen^- 
tion of his principles was fo glaring i as fcarcely to requite 
an anfwer ; for he had not given the fmalleft opportunity to 
any gentleman to fay that he had expreffed a doubt of thB 
benefits and valuable tendency of the militia itfelf ; he. had 
only hefitated to confider whether, by a material faving td 
the public, the militia could be made equally beneficial to 
what It had been on its former eftablifhnient, with a viHr 
as much as poffible to reconcile that great coiiftitutional d«^ 
fence of the kingdom, which no man could value higher 
than he, did, though he was certain every man in that Houfe I 
tnuft prize it moft highly) to the principles and pra£lice of ! 
oeconomy. He had made every inquiry in his power upc^ ' 
the fubjefk from gentlemen much better qualified than him- 
felf, how to accomplifh fo defirable an objeft, and he found 
that it was the general opinion that the militia ought to Ife 
called out every year. Still, notwithftaqding ttei-r beiriig 
annually embodied, a confiderable faving might be effedlc^ 
without any danger (as he apprehended and had been advifed) 
to the fervice. Yet, if it appeared to gentlemen, many of 
whom were tnore capable of confidering it in a military 
point of view than he was, that the mode which he (hoiild 
fuggeft would prove a means of rendering the militia lets 
'effedlive as a national defence, he would cheerfully give up 
his opinion ; for, however anxious he yiras oh all occalions 
to Ipare the public purfe, yet he could never confent to 
llarve fo valuable and fo necefTary a part of the public fer- 
vice. It was always ufual to keep the feyeral regular regi- 
"ments confiderably under their eftablirtiment," in time of 
peace, becaufe by fo doing the army might beconfie increafed, 
in time of war, without adding to the number of the regi- 
ments, by filling them up to their full complement of men, 
which was certainly the moft oecohoniical management that 
could be adopted, confiftent with prudence and good policy, 
as it was more eafy to mak'e fol^iers than commiffioned, and 
more efpecially non-commiflioned officers. And, in confe^ 
quehce of this mode be\r\g ^lio^t^Si, \\y& x^^^x \^%\metit* 
in tithe of peace never Yia^d ^\>qn^ vn^^viC^ q^ \?tv€vt t3^- 
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Wifliment complete. He propofed that the fame pripcipl^ 
ihould be applied to the militia ; that the whole number of 

. jhen fhould be balloted for and enrolled, but that only two- 
tblrds of them fhould be employed. Thofe that were to be 
ib> being appointed for the actual duty, and to continue fo' 
.charing the whole period of their fervice, by which means, 
qne-third of the expence of their pay would be fayed, de- 
ducing only fo much as would neceflarily go to defray thp 
expence of the annual mufter, which would not amount, 
iiQwever, to above one thoufand pounds. There would, 

• liibfides, be a farther faving of one-third in the article of 
clothing, which tvyo favings would amount to about forty 
Jthoufand pounds; a fum of too great confequence to be 

.jt|iought lightly of. Still he was liable to alter his opinion, 
jfjould he find, agaii^ft him the general fenfe of the gentle* 

- ^en, who had made the bufinefs their particular ftudy# 
And if the exempting one-third of the privates from the 
ayinual exercife, fhould be thought by them likely to render \ 
the militia lefs. ferviceable than it otherwife would be, he 
'/Kould mofl willingly refign his opinion, and regret, that. 
jFpr the prqfcnt he could only accompUih one of thofe two 
ipofl defirabje objects, the faving of the public treafure, and, . 
t|ie promoting the beft conflitutional defence of the kingdom, 
/•—the militia. ' \ ' 

'- Mr. iJo//tf thopght the annual embodying of them was aMr.Rollcv 
prejudice to the morals of the people, as it gave them habits 
of debauchery and idlenefs, and they were difTatisfied when 
they returnea to their wives and families, and confequently 
t)ecam<p much wojrfe members of fociety. 

. Colonel Orchard contended that the militia did not injure Colonel 
fhe mora1$ of jhe people, and faid, that it appeared the more Orchtrd. 
e;ctraordipary^ as his honourable friend had once confented to 
%^ke a command in the fervice himfeif. 

Mr. RolU begged leave to CQrreil the error into which his Mr. lUilc* 
honourable friend had fallen. He had indeed offered, when 
tjie enemy was ^xpedled on the cpafl of Devonfhire, to go 
down and raife five hundred men, but upon his honour, he 
iiad never offered to go into the inilitia. 

, Colonel Orchard replied, that, upon his hgnour, he thought Colonel 
}\e jhad made fuch an offer. Orchard. 

Mr. ^oung fpoke in favour of annually embodying the mi- Mr.Young. 
litia, that gentlemen might know their neighbours^ and be 
5d>le to inform thetnfelves of their chara6lers, as to who were 
poachers, drunkards or quarrelfome, and alfo for tl^e purpofe 
of rendering the corps more ferviceable. 

- Sir Edward JJiley obferved that the inflitution, confidered sir Edward 
io a general point of view, merited not merely tte ^^^\oVi^- kk\r?^* ^ 
ilap, fejfjt thQ warm encouragement of- the ft^ve -, ^tx\v€i ^e.>xe^ 



3^6 PARLlAMEKt ARY A. 1786, 

that, in fome refpedls, the prefent regulations of the militia 
were far from unexceptionable ; and he was welj convinced 
tljat it Ihould be rendered as welcome as poflible to the Pe<H 
jile. He thought twenty-eight days too /hort a period of 
time for the militia to be trained and exercifed with any effed, 
He would, therefore, mention a propofal which appeared to 
him more likely to prove generally ufeful, and that was : that 
inftead of five, the militia fhould be ballotted for four yean 
cJnly, and that they flioujd be trained and exercifed for two 
months together in every fecond year. Sir Edward obfenr- 
ed, that when he rofe to fpeak as a member of Parliament 
upon the fiibjeft of the militia, or any other topic, he con- 
sidered himfelf as entitled to deliver his free fentiments, and 
' that he was dealt unfairly by, if, becaufe he difagreed from 
any propofition fuggefted as a regulation of the militia, be 
was deemed an eriemy to the inftitution. At all periods, had 
he been ready fincerely to efpoufe the caufe of the militia; 
nor did he think it the leaft honourable part of his life when 
he enjoyed the happlnefs of ferving under an eftahlifhmen^ 
fo well adapted to the internal defence of the kingdom. 
Captain Captain Berkeley apologized, for troubling the Hoofe on a 

Berkeley, queflion fo remote from the line of •His fervice; but he only 
rofe to fay, that a relation of bis (his brother, earl Berkeley) 
whom no perfon could pretend to think the worft o£Bcer ill 
the fervice, had been confulted on the fubjeft, and had cn-» \ 
tirely coincided in opinion with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 
Mr. Drakc.y Mr. Drake having acknowledged himfelf moft zealoufly 
anxious for the profperity of the militia, as the natural and - 
conftitutional defence of the country, added, that he con- 
fidered the gentlemen vvho had dedicated their time without 
• doors to modifying and digefting the bill, as delegates front' 
the meeting which fo laudably turned their attention to an- 
-•-• ohje6l of great natiohal importance, and therefore he fhould 
bow to their authority. The gentlemen of that defcriptioii' 
had fignified their approbation of the propofal of the tight- 
honourable gentleman who fo excellently managed the fit 
nances of the kingdom, and their fandlion Was a fufficient 
jeafon for him to vote for it. As to the objeflion ftarted by 
an honourable gentleman, that calling out the militia was 
injurious to the morals of the men, he muft beg leave to an- 
fwer, that he had not fludied the diftinftion between civil and 
military morals ; if he had, the confideration would^ proba- 
bly,*have given birth to fome florid ideas ; but perhaps it was 
as well that he had not. To reconcile public fervice with' 
public oeconomy.was the great end of every good govern- j 
merit ; and, with lh\s K\ea,\\e ^?LNe \.Vv^ x'v^ht honourable gen- 1 
r/eman at the head oi \.\\e lE-iLcVv^c^^jL^t IxjSk w^wl^x^&^.xsivi^ \ 
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die liw of condufk which he had pdnted out between ex^^ 
pence and utility. 

Sir y^bn Milltr remarked, that he felt it impoflible to men-:Sir Jofm 
tion the itiftitation of the militia, without the fulleft exprefr Mili«'« 
fions of applaufe. He admired it ; he acknowledged its uti* 
Kty, and hoped the country would never be deprived of fo 
conftitutional a defence. With regard to the prefcnt bill, 
he relied cbieDy on the abilities and experience of thofe who 
had prepared it» and from confidence in their judgement and 
ceal he would give it his fupport. The fword, he added^ 
to which alone all human ordinances muft fubmit, ihould in 
a free country be placed only in the hands of thofe, who had 
property as well as liberty to preferve and defend. With re- 
gard to Great Britain, the root of her power, ofFdnfive and 
defenfire, lay ^hnoft exciufively in her navy and her militia ; 
they were both therefore great national objects, and ought to 
he ^herifhed and encouraged by that Houfe. He traced tlie 
origin of the militia from the reign of Alfred, to the prefent 
period. That great and wife prince, by the aid of his militia* 
defeated a powerful invafion headed by Haftings, a warlike 
Dane. Henry the Second, to guard againil external infult, 
and to provide for internal fccurity, fixed an afllze of arms, 
JD conformity to which every fubjeA was to be armed and 
difciplined. The militia of England in the time of queeri 
Elizabeth, amounted to 140,000 fighting men, befides what 
Wales could fupply, all of the inhabitants it) which cjuarter 
were ready tq receive and properly to entertain the contents 
of the SpaniOi Armada. In the reign of James the FirA, the 
militia of England confided of 160,000 fighting men, all 
well armed and well difciplined. The civil war l)etweei> 
Charles the Firft and the Parliament, diffiifed the ancient mi- 
litary fpirit through the whole body of the People ; and it 
was notorious, that the Britifh name and Britifh glory were 
never more revered than under Cromwell. Charles the Sj:- 
cond imported, at the refioration, vice, profligacy, and dc?- 
bauchery. The military fpirit of the nation was then lofl;. 
He diftrufted the militia. Brought up in arbitrary principLs, 
he fufiered the inftitution gradually to decay, and i'ubfiituted 
guards and garrifons, confifiing at firft of 5000, and after- 
wards of 8000 men, in their room. James the Second dif- 
armed the militia, and fubfiituted an army of 30,000 men, 
declaring to his Parliament that he had found the militi.i 
ufelefs and unferviceable by experience, and infifiing upon 
fupplies to fupport his increafed military eftabliihment. Thje 
fubfequent reigns of William and Anne were diftingui/liqd 
only by wars abroad and fa6lions at home. Many attempts 
were afterwards made to revive a national vtvWwv^^ Wv \5s. 
V4in^ till thatgrevit and ever to be reNereSi "NV\v\\^'t\ VA ^-e^ 
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fo long-wiflied-for founlation, upon which wu were» hetraft«, 
ed, wfth the aid of his fucceflbr in name, virtues, uUnts^ and 
iituation, to raife a proper fuperflrudture. H^ felt fluiiM'<1 
and mortification at our being occafionally obliged to iqupoit 
foreign mercenaries to defend our commerce and cojiftitoOMi 
our iii:)ertie3, our properties, and Qur capital ! When tJheikt 
opportunity fhould offer, for his ftating bis fentiments re- 
fpeding the lately -exploded fyftem of fortification, he woal4 
explain himfelf fully on that fubjedt. With rftardM.o th» 
prefent bill, he hoped the Houfe would go literally into th» 
completion of it, and give thofe who had brought it forward 
full pralfe and ample aid, fo as to render the militia an bon 
nourable, an ufeful, and (as far as might be confiftent with 
their efficiency) an oeconomical fafeguard to the country^ 
Tlie propofition of the right honourable gentlemani (Mr. Pitt) ] 
for annually calling out two thirds of the militia, deferved, 
and fliould receive his beft encouragement, and every fupport i 
in his power. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer's pfopofitjon wa« re* 
ceived, and the Houie adjourned. 

Monday^ 13th March. 

Mr. Francis Mr. Francis ftated to the Houfe, that, as certain meafurc| 
of very great pul)lic' importance were now in agitation, he 
thought that fuch meafures ought not to be decided, until 
they had endeavoured to colleft, in a eonftjtutional way^ the 
general fe*nfe of the nation concerning them ; namely, by 
calling the rcprefeniatives of the People together: that the 
impeachment of Mr. Haftings was an obje£l of great public 
intereft and concern.' 'That the meafure which it was faid 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had In view, for applying 
the eiciftirig furplufles of revenue to the difcharge of debt, 
was a fubjeft of equal novelty ant} importance, and" particu- 
hrly called for the attention of a full Houfe of Commons : 
but above all, he thought, that, as Mr. Dundas had given 
xiotice of his intention to revife arid corrtGt the India bill of 
1734, there ought to be a call of the floufe for the fpecial 
porpofe of re-confidering that bill. That it had not been 
fufficiently attended to^in the firfl inftance, having been ge- 
nerally debated and carried in very thin houfes; that if the 
principTes of this law, upon a more deliberate review of it, 
ihould be confirmed, they would take root in the Conftitu- 
tion and might never be eradicated. 'The (^ueftion concerned 
the public liberty, arid ought not to be decided without a full 
reprcfentation of the People. 

He therefore moved, " That the Houfe might be called 
over on Monday the. aitVv o? 'M'aLXc:V,\ ' 

fn Fox fcconded the mouou* 



1^ * l^r* cQjatidbHor Pitt remarked, that he coul9 not avoid Mr. Chan. 
jirakaig.the liberty to obferve, that the honourable gentleman ^^^^^' ^'"* 
^'l^hotroade tbeiriotion, feerhed to have deviated in fome mea- 
fiirts f rDiB htii Anfiftency. When he moved himfelf for a re- 
peal of thc*lndia bill, he had not confidered a tall of the 
Houfenecefiary; but now, when this aft was only agreeable 
to the ratification given to be explained and amended, he con- 
ceived a call of the Houfe to be moft indifpenfably requifite. 
Ho could not eafily account for this v^fatility in the condudl 
df the^honourable gentleman : the matter to which a right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Burke) had direfted the atten- 
tion- of the Houfe, feemed to him to be of great importance^ 
and to, juftify, in fome refpefts, tht motion vm'der contem- 
plation. If he fhould have matters in fuch forwardnefs as to 
be able to fubmit them to the difcuffion of the Houfe about 
the time intended for the call, he would not oppofe the mo- 
tion ; and he would referve the right to himfelf, of bringing 
forward in the inter! fn, any matter of finance, as a public 
concern, notwithftanding his concurrence in the motion for 
the call. 

Major Scdtt declared, that he had only four papers to alk Major Scott 
for relative to Mr. Haftings, which he was convinced would 
occafion no delay. He hoped that fome aflurance would be 
given him by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Burl^e) of 
his bringing forward his impeachment near the time of the 
propofed call of the Houfe. ^ 

Mr. Surke declared', that the going through a period of Mr. J^rkt; 
thirteen years, collefling the.fafts relative to tlie fuhjeft du- 
ring that time, and arranging them in the form of a charge, 
was no matter of eafy accompliihment. He had therefore 
tmdoubtedly a right to do this with caution, and agreeable 
to his own convenience. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt wiflied that he fliould fix a period Mr. Chin- 
for his bringing forward this bufinefs as nearly as poffible. cellorFut. 
Mr. Burke faid, that the period he would fix for this bu- Mr. fiuxkc^ 
Cnefs was that day three weeks : then he would move the 
Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee on the charges againft 
Mr. Haftings, and fubmit what he had collected from verbal 
teftimony on the fubjed^^ The names of the witnefies to be 
adduced on the trial, he would ftate in the Houfe upon the 
morrow. * 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt conceiving this a fufficient reafon for Mr. Chan- 
jelaying a call of the Houfe, propofed an amendment, that <^*^*" ^^^ 
inftead of ** this day fortnight," the words ^* to-morrow three 
•• weeks* be inferred. 

Mrt Fox contended, that this afforded no argument for fet- Mt.Fo<. 
ting afide the original motion,, as \l vkvs pwft\fe\ ^^\ cii^^\. 
reaions than the impeachment of Mr» lAs.ft\\w^% 
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Mr. Francis perfiftcd in hit former opinioii;^-^ 

The qoeftion was put and carried. 

Mr.Foic. Mr. Fox declaring himfelf diflatisfied ^^ 

th? preceding Monday relative to the produdSoii of paperSf 
containing the correfpondcnce between Mr. Hafttngt and Ma* 
jor Brown, then at Delhi, gave notice, that he wouU bring 
forward this bufmefs again on the enfuing Friday. 

A motion having been made, that the speaker do leave the 
chair, for the purpofe of refolving the Houfe into a Commit* 
tee on the militia bill : 
M». RqHc. Mr. Role having eicpreiTed his wiflies, that time might be 
given, added, that he had been informed by his conilitiients, 
that there were claufes in it objefiionable: he hoped there^ 
fore for the prefeot, the blanks only would be filled up in 
the Committee, and that the report would not be made, as 
adopted hy the Houfe, with precipitation. 

^J'he motion was then put, and the Speaker left the chair; 
the blanks were filled up, and the Houk adjourned. 

Tuefday and JFednefday^ 14th and 15th March. 

On account of the want of attending members no buCneft 

took place. 

Ithnrfday^ itth Marcl?. 

At bringing up the report of the Committee on the mu- 

fliifV hrFl, refpefting the new claufe for fubjefling the officers 

bv brevet, receiving no pav, who fliould be in command^ to 

be tried hv a court martial : 

roi.Fiupa- Colonel Fifzpatrlck defired to know upon what principle of 

trick. meceflxtv or propriety fo very extraordinary a claufe wa5 

foundea ? , 

The 5ccrc- The Secretary at TVar explained, that it was poffiHe for an 
tary at War. officer by brevet, who had no pay, to be in command, and 
that it had been thought right, that officers fo circumttanced 
fhould be liable to be tried by a court n^artial for their cou- 
dodl while in command. 
Cfti.Fiixpa- Colonel Fit%patrlck declared, that unlefs fome cafe could 
^"c*'- beflated to the Houfe of the kind in tjueftion, he ftiould 

think it fcarcely poffible for fuch a cafe to happen, and there- 
fore he faw no ufe in introducing luch a novelty into the 
nn-itiny bill. 
r\\t ^rrrc- The Secretary at IVar begged leave to remind the Houfe, 
u,y.n\N ar» ^j^^jj j^g \y^^ ^^^^^^ nt)ticc that'thcre would be fome new claules 
introduced into the hill, and had particularly cal fed the atten- 
tion of the Comnriiiiee to the claufes when he had* pTopofi^d 
Xheixx. With regard to lA^e \^off\W\\\\.^ o^ Kv^c\\ ^ t-^K^ c^ccMt- 
^'^'^^Zy •^s that of ii brevcio&c^t\\a^^ev\\xi^\<i'^^v^c^t^tK^^^ 
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Ike hinted ttiat ftlth a cafe had occurred, and it bid been 
' hjddf that the officer was not amenable to, nor could be tried 
bj9 a court martial 

. 'Genecal £urgoyn€ fupported the obje£lion, on the ground Oment 
that it was introducing a new and dangerous principle into ^("l^P^ 
the mutiny a£l ; that of fubje£king perfons who were not 
paid by the Legiflature, and confequently were not under the 
control of that Houfe, to martial law. He contended, that 
the idea of making any man liable to martial law was founded 
altogether on the circumflance of his receiving pay, voted 
by the Houfe of Commons ; and that the new claufe led to 
confequences extremely alarming, as it would countenance 
the keeping up an armed force in the country, that was 
neither paid by the Legiflature, nor fubje£t to legiflative 
control* 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt defended the claufe as highly ne- Mr. chan^ 
ceilary to clear up a matter of a doubtful nature. He ftated ^^^' ^'" 
the recent cafe of General Rofs, and mentioned, that upon 
the laft reference to three of the judges, whether any officer 
by brevet, and in command, was liable to a court martial; 
one judge gave it as his opinion that he was; another gave 
it as his opinion that he was not ; and a third declared him* 
!^ felf doubtful whether he was or not. 

Ayes -•----..-- 79 

Noes --i.-----. I J 

Majority - - 62 
Mr. Dundas remarked, that as his new bill had lately Mr.Dii«<lj 
recefved, in a confiderable degree, the inveftigating notice 
of the whole Houfe, he fhould not prefume to trefpafs too 
much upon their patience by arguing diffufely concerning 
its nature and its principles. He IhoulJ imagine, that either 
at the time of the fecond reading of the bill, or of its com- 
ing to the Committee, gentlemen might, with the greater 
propriety, make their obje6lions; objedlions to which he 

. .fhould endeavour, as fatisfaflorily as pofllble to anfwer. At 
prefent, he would juft ftate the heads of tlie principal alte- 
rations which he propofed to make in the prefent bill. — 
Thefe were, firft, in regard to eleftion of perfons to ferve 
in council. As the bill of 1784 ftood^ it confined it to the 
fervants of the Company in India ; but he meant that it 
ihould con?prehend alfo the fervants at home as well as thofe 

^ in India. Another alteration was, an addition to the prin- 
ciple of the bill; for, inftead of leaving every thing to be 
decided by the voice of the majority or tjie council at Cal- 
cutta, he meant to give the Governor General more power 
. . than he at prefent poUelled, and to letKvtiv ^crAau^^xv^s^v^ 

jtneafm^ wJi(?ther his council agreed vj vti\i ^itk 01 tvqx* ^ 
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Aird alteration would be that of empowenng tlie Gbyemot 
General to nominate a fucceflbr to fit in council on the death 
of any one member, inftead of the oldeft in ferrice fiicceed* 
ing as a matter of coude. He intended to entmfi: the Di* 
' re^ors with the power to decide as they thought it nM»ft for 
the benefit of their fervice, whether the Commander in 
Chief fhould have a feat at the council 6r not. At prefcnt 
the Commander in Chief enjoyed of courfe a feat at the 
council. A fourth alteration would be with refpeft to pro- ' 
motions in India: according to the bill of 1784, the Com- 
pany's fervants were all to rife by regular gradation ; but 
gentlemen would fee in a moment, that, as there were diffe- 
rent heads of fervice^ fo a regular rife muft in fome cafes 
prove inconvenient, and therefore he meant to divide the fer- 
vants into their refpedlive clafles, and enafi, that each clafs 
fhould rife regularly. In regard to the part of the bill, 
which obliged the fervants of the Company on, their coming 
home, to deliver in the amount of their fortunes, and alfo an 
account how they had difpofed of any part of their fortunes 
ifn India, upon oath ; he had taken confid^rable pains to af- 
certain what it was of which the gentlemen ferving in India 
chiefly complained refpedling that part of the bill of 1784; 
and he found that what chiefly diftreflfed them arofe froih ^ 
two operations of the difcovering claufes ; the one was, the 
being obliged to give an account on oath, of the precife 
manner in which they had difpofed of any part of their for- 
tunes in India, and the other the publicity of fuch an ac- 
count, by its being put upon record after it was made. 
He admitted that various ways might arife to occafion gen- 
tlemen to difpofe of confiderable fums in India which no 
man would wifh to have known. Particular fums might be 
given to particular perfons ; connexions both male and 
female might abforb a large portion of a gentleman's fortune^ 
. and it would undoubtedly be vexatious to have an authentic 
account of fuch money made a matter of public records 
He meant therefore to leave out of his bill the claufe which 
refpefted the difpofal of every fervant of the Company's 
money in India, and alfo to let the account of the fortune 
they brought home be made fecretly, and kept fecret unleft 
in particular cafes where it would not prove right that it 
iliould remain fecret. Thefe alterations would, he truftedy 
relieve the minds of gentlemen in India in a great meafure 
from the uneafinefs which that part of the bill might have 
occafioned, and at the fame time the great end and ohjeGt 
of obtaining an account of the fortunes which thofe who 
returned home had made would be anfwered. Another 2U 
tcration (and that the Vaft.") vi2is, m tcS\>^€X. xa xNx't xcvcyls, of 
balloting fot th© tteltt jutv lo xx^ ^ifeiv^ Ocvax^^^ nr\^ 
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leaving committed crimes and mifdemeanors in India, after 
their arrival in England. As the bill of 1784 flood, two 
hundred members were obliged to be prefent before the Houfer 
<;oukl proceed to ballot* This was extremely inconvenient ;. 
^nA therefore he meant to omit that part of the bill which re« 
4>e£led the two hundred members, and then the ballot might 
more eafily be conduced, and in a way equally impartial, by 
bavin^^ balloting lifts prepared a fufficient time previous to the 
day ot ballot; by which means a greater number of names 
would be before the Houfe for eleflion. Under all thefe cir- 
cumftances, he felt it neceffary to move *' for leave to bring 
^* in a bill to explain and amend the India bill." 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt feconded the motion. 

Mr. Francis remarked, that he did not entertain the moft Mr. Fran. 
" diftant intention of oppofing the motion, for that the bill of cis. 
' 1784 flood in need of great alteration and amendment was a 
laft univerfally admitted. He rofe merely to give notice, 
that as foon as the motion fhould become difpofed of, (which 
he prefumed it would be immediately) he fhould move a propo* 
iition, which related to the bill juft moved for. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt begged leave to call to the recolledlion Mr. Chan- 
of the honourable gentleman, that his right honourable and ^^' P**^- 
lesqned friend had given three days notice of his intention to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to amend and explain the 
India bill, whereas the honourable gentleman had not given 
0ny notice of his intention ; he hoped, therefore, that as the 
import on the bill to modify the fhop tax was defigned to fall 
under the immediate confideration of the Houfe, and as a • 

right boaourable gentleman oppofite to him had fignified his 
wifh to ^nter, in &me degree, upon the fubjeft, the hononra* 
ble gentleman would wave his motion for the prefent, and re- 
i^ume it at a more convenient feafon. 

Mr. Francis anfwered, that his motion was fo immediately Mr. Fna* 
conneAed with the motion then before the Houfe, that he cis. 
could not think of 'making it at any other time ; but he did 
not conceive that it could be objeded to, or that it would oc*> 
jcafion the Houfe a quarter of an hour's delay. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the exceflive condefcenfion Mr.Sheri- 
and boundlefs good nature with which a right honourable gen« <^« 
pieman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had rifen to fup« 
port his right honourable and learned friend's motion, wa^ 
unparallelled I What an aflonifhing inftance of true libera« 
lity of mind, in the very moment of having heard him de* 
ciare that the purport and principle of his new bill went to 
cutting tip by the roots the right honourable gentleman's own » 
India bill, which the learned gentlerpan had proved by his 
•Ipeech to have been a very fooli(h piece of bu{\tve(^. Ow^m 
bccsJjosj, Mr. Shcridun added, tkat ht fiv.QuU igtdN^tc^ xt^ 
4,^ ■". ■' v^^*^ 
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warn the right honourable and learned gentleman in time, 
that he ought to bring all the parts of his bill forward toge* 
ther, and not to imitate the conduct of his right honourable 
friend, (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) whofe India bill, 
vhen firft introduced, proved fo imperfedt and fo improper, 
that it was obliged to he completely altered in all its parts in 
the Committee, and four and twenty new claufes were infcrt- 
ed. What the right honourable and learned gentleman called 
•* an addition to the principle of Mr. Pitt's bill of 1784," 
was, on the contrary,, a dire6l reverfal of its principle, and 
the fubftitution of a new principle as to the particular point 
in queftion; for, by the bill of 1784, every thing in Council 
in India was to be carried by the majority of voices, whereas 
in the new bill every thing was to depend folelv on the fineie 
. opinion of the Governor General. And here he muft deure* 
to bring back to the remembrance of the Houfe, that, on the 
iirfl day of the feilion, they had been told by a right tionour- 
able gentleman, (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) that the 
reafon why no notice of India had been taken in the fpeech 
from the Throne was, becaufe the government of India had 
been eflablifhed on a folid and permanent footing. Surel]^ 
the information juft given to the Houfe, and the motion now 
under their difcuflion, appeared to operate like abfolute qkniv 
tradii^ions againft the exiftence of eftabliihments of foli^itj , 
and permanency ! ' 

The queflion was put an^ carried. 
Mr. Fran. Mr. Francis contended that his motion was of fuch a na^ 
4M. ture, that he fcarcely thought it poffible for any gentleman 

to ohje£t to it, iince the do£trine which it tended to eAablift 
had been, at different times, profefied by all of them, and re- 
commended to their care and attention by the firft authority 
in the kingdom— by His Majefty in his fpeech from the 
throne. It was an inftruAion to the gentlemen appointed to 
prepare the bill juft moved for and ordered, highly necefiary 
to be attended to, and would ferve as a tefl of the principles 
of every gentleman in that Houfe, and prove whether he was 
a friend to the Conftitution or not. Mr. Francis now moved, 
'^ That it be an inflruAion to the gentlemen appointed to 
** prepare and bring in a bill to explain and amend an aA 
•• pafled in the twenty-fourth year of His Majefty's reign, 
^ entitled, * An Aft for the better Regulation and Manage* 
** roent of the Affairs of the Eaft-Iodia Company « and of 
^« the Britifli Pofleffions in India ; and for eftabliftiing a 
^^ Court of Judicature for the more fpeedy and effedual 
** Trial of Perfons accufed of Offences committed in the 
'* Eall Indies,' that, in preparing the fame, thby do never 
'' lofe fight of the effeft. viVvvcVv ^tv>j vcieafure to oc adopted 
^* for the good coveiaracut ^ o>3x ^^tt^^fe»o\\si\$^\^\na< 
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«* have on bur own Conftitution, and our ^earefl: Intcr^lls at 
^* home; and particularly, that, in amending the faid aft, 
** they do take care that no part thereof fliall be confirmed 
** or re-enafled, by which the unalienable birthright of every 
** British fubjefil to a trial by jury, as declared in MagiU 
V Charta *, mall be taken away "or impaired*" 
iVlr. Sheridan feconded the motion. 
The Houfe immediately divided — 

Ayes - ---lis 

Noies •----.--* 85 

r, . • ^ r : Majority - • ^9 

wfeen the order of the day, for bringing up the Shop-tax 
Jjommi^tee report,., was read, ^ ^. . 

. Mr. Fox obferved, that he fliould give the Houfe lefs trou- Mr. Foai 
J)lc upon the, fubje(£b than he exbe<3ed to have done when he 
jgaye notice on the preceding R^bnday of his iritehtions to 
offer hik thoughts to them in regard to the modifications of 
khe (hop taic propofed by the right honourable gentleman 
^thc Chancellor of the Exchequer.) *Since Monday a large 
hieeting .of the moft, refp^dlable fbopkeepers in London, 
Weftminfter, and Southwark, had taken place* at which fe* 
. Veral refolutioiis were agreed to ; and he had fince been in« 

♦ The trial by jury, "or the country, per pafrtam, is "alfo that trial 
fey. the Peers of every Englifliman, which, as the grand bulwark o£ 
hit liberties, is feeured to him by the great charter, " nullus liber 
y homo capiaiur^ *vel im^/oketfir, a'iit exuletf dut aliquo alio modo 
•« 'defirfLotuTi a/Jr per legale judicium parium fuorumy *vel per legem 
« ttrfaJ* 

The founders oJF the EngUlh laws have, with fezcetlent forecaft^' 
jeontrlved, that the truth of every accufatiop, whether preferred in 
^he ihape of indi£lment^ information, or appeal, ihould afterwards 
be confirmed by the unanimous fuffrage of twelve of his equals, and 
iikeijghbours, indifferently choifen, and fuperior to all fufpicion; fo 
that the liberties, of £nglan<i cannot but fublift fo lonig as this palla« 
biuii remains facred and inviolate, not only from all open attacks^ 
|[ which none will be fo hardy as to make) but iXCo from all fe'cret ma- 
chinations which may fap anc^ undermine it, by introducing new and 
Arbitrary methods of trial by jtiilices of the peace, commiifioners of 
the revenue, and courts of confcience : and however convenient thefe 
lAay appftri (as doubtlefs all arbitrary poweb, well executed, are the 
toioft convenient) yet let it be again remembered, that delays and little 
inconveniencich in the forms of juflice are the prite that ail free nations 
muii pay for their liberty in more fubflantial matters; that thefe in« 
roads upon this sac red Bulwark of the nation are funda« 
inenully Oppofite to the fpirit of our Conftitution ; and that, though 
t>egun in tride's^ the precedent may gradually increafe and fpread, to 
tilt iitter difufe o)F jurict in <|[iieftiohs of the mofl: momentous concern. 
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that, in fome refpedls, the prefent regulations of the militia 
were far from unexceptionable ; and he was weU convinced 
tljat it Ihould be rendered as welcome as poflible to the Pech 
jile. He thought twenty-eight days too /hort a period of 
time for the militia to be trained and exercifed with any etk&t 
He would, therefore, mention a propofal which appeared to 
him more likely to prove generally ufeful, and that was : that 
inftead of five, the militia fhould be ballotted for four yean 
cJnly, and that they ihould be trained and exercifed for two 
months together in every fecond year. Sir Edward obferv- 
ed, that when he rofe to fpeak as a member of Parliament 
upon the fiibjeft of the militia, or any other topic, he con- 
fidered himfelf as entitled to deliver his free fentiments, and 
' that he was dealt unfairly by, if, becaufe he difagreed from 
any propofition fuggefted as a regulation of the militia, be 
was deemed an epemy to the inftitution. At all periods, had 
he been ready fincerely to efpoufe the caufe of the militia; 
nor did he think it the leaft honourable part of his life when 
he enjoyed the happlnefs of ferving under an eftahlifhrnen^ 
fo well adapted to the internal defence of the kingdom. 
Captain Captain j8/rW<y apologized, for troubHng the Houfe on a 

Berkeley, queflion fo remote from the line of •His fervice; but he only 
rofe to fay, that a relation of bis (his brother, earl Berkeley) 
whom no perfon could pretend to think the worft o£Bcer in- 
the fervice, had been confulted on the fubjeft, and had en<« 
tirely coincided ip opinion with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 
Mr. Drakc.y Mr. Drake having acknowledged himfelf moft zealoufly 
anxious for the profperity of the militia, ^as the natural and - 
conftitutional defence of the country, added, that he con- 
fidered the gentlemen who had dedicated their time without" 
• doors to modifying and digefting the bill, as delegates front' 
the meeting which fo laudably turned their attention to ari* 
-• * obje6l of great national importance, and therefore he fhould 
bow to their authority. The gentlemen of that defcriptionl' 
had fignified their approbation of the propofal of the tight 
honourable gentleman who fo excellently tnanaged the fi- 
nances of the kingdom, and theit fan6lion Was a fufficient 
jeafon for him to vote for it. As to the objeflion ftarted by 
an honourable gentleman, that calling out the militia was 
injurious to the morals of the men, he muft beg leave to- an- 
fwer, that he had not fludied the diftinftion between civil and 
military morals ; if he had, the confideration would, proba-- 
bly,*have given birth to fome florid ideas; but perhaps it was 
as well that he had not. To reconcile public fervice with' 
public oeconomy.was the great end of every good govern- 
ment ; and, with lh\s Wea, he ^ave the right honourable gen- 
,r/eman at the head oi \.\\e 1E*Y.d\^c^>3L^t ^xiSk w^\\^^\ xhs uaid^ ; 
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die Itw of condufk which he had pdnted out between tx^ 
pence and utility. 

Sir John Miller remarked, that he felt it impoflible to men- :Sir Jofm 
tion tiie itiftitation of the militia, without the fulleft exprefr Mili«'- 
iions of applaufe. He admired it ; he acknowledged its uri* 
Kty, and hoped the country would never be deprived of fo 
conftitutional a defence. With regard to the prefent bill, 
he relied cbteDy on the abilities and experience of thofe who 
had prepared it« and from confidence in their judgement and 
ceal he would give it his fupport. The fword, he added^ 
to which alone all human ordinances muft fubmit, ihould in 
a free country be placed only in the hands of thofe, who had 
property as well as liberty to preferve and defend. With rc- 

£rd to Great Britain, the root of her power, ofFdnfive and 
fenfire, lay ahnoft exclufively in her navy and her militia ; 
they were both therefore great nat'.onal objects, and ought to 
he ^erifhed and eticouraged by that Houfe. He traced the 
ori|;in of the militia from the reign of Alfred, to the prefent 
period. That great and wife prince, by the aid of his militia* 
defeated a powerful invafion headed by Haftings, a warlike 
Dane. Henry the Second, to guard againil external infult, 
and to provide for internal fccurity, fixed an afllze of arms, 
JD conformity to which every fubje<5k was to be armed and 
difciplined. The militia of England in the time of queeri 
Elizabeth, amounted to 140,000 fighting men, hefides what 
Wales could fupply, all of the inhabitants in which cjuarter 
were ready tq receive and properly to entertain the contents 
of the Spanifli Armada. In the reign of James the FirA, the 
militia of England confided of 160,000 fighting men, all 
well armed and well difciplined. The civil war betweei^ 
Charles the Firfl and the Parliament, diffufed the ancient mi- 
litary fpirit through the whole body of the People; and it 
was notorious, that the Britifh name and Britifh glory were 
never more revered than under Cromwell. Charles the Sj:- 
cond imported, at the refloration, vice, profligacy, and dc^r 
bauchery. The military fpirit of the nation was then lofl;. 
He difiruiled the militia. Brought up in arbitrary principLs, 
he fufiered the inftitution gradually to decay, and fublVituted 
guards and garrifons, confifting at firft of 5000, and after- 
wards of 8000 men, in their room. James the Second dif- 
armed the militia, and fubfiituted an army of 30,000 tner.^ 
declaring to his Parliament that he had found the militi.i 
ufelefs and unferviceable by experience, and infi fling upon 
fupplies to fupport his increafed military eftabliihment. Tl)e 
fubfequent reigns of William and Anne were diftingui/liqd 
only by wars abroad and fa6lions at home. Many attempts 
w;ere afterwards made to revive a national militia^ hut vp. 
vain, tiJi rhat great and ever to be reNereSi "WAv\\^'t\\i\\^'^- 

. )ypL.px: 3C — — ^^. 
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fo long-wiflied-for foundation, upon which w» were, hetnift*»i 
ed, wfth the aid of his fuccefTor in name, virtues, taUnts^ani 
r- ' iituation, to raife a proper fuperlhu<Sture. H^ felt ihamV* 
and mortification at our being occafionally obUeed to iqopoiC 
foreign mercenaries to defend our commerce ana c€MiftitaCian« 
opr Hbertiea, our properties, and Qur capital ! When tjient 
opportunity fhould offer, for his ftating bis fenticnents re- 1 
fpeding the lately -exploded fyflem of fortification, he would [ 
explain bimfelf fully on that fubje£l. With re{;ard'^io the ' 
prefent bilU he hoped the lioufe would go literally into thi^ j 
completion of it, and give thofe who had brought it forward 
full praife and ample aid> fo as to ren4er the inilitia an ho* 
nourable, an ufeful, and (as far as niight be confiflent with 
their efl&ciency) an occonomical fafeguard to the country^ 
The propofition of the right honourable centleman (Mr. Pitt) : 
for annually calling out two thirds of the militia, deferved^ 
and Hiould receive his beft encouragement, and every fuppon; 
in his power. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer's pfopoiition ^a^ x^ 
ceived, and the Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ 13th March* 

Mr. Francis Mr. Francis ftated to the Houfc, that, as certain meafurcj 
of very great put)lic' importance were now in agitation, he 
thought that fuch meafures ought not to be decided, until 
they had endeavoured to colleft, in a Conftitutional way^ the 
general fehfe of the nation concerning theni ; namely, by 
calling the rcprefentatives of the People together: that the 
impeachment of K4r. Haftings was an objeft of great public 
intereft and concern.' 'That tlie meafure which it was faid 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had In view, for applying 
the elxiftirig furplufles of revenue to the difcharge of debt, 
was a fubjeft of equal novelty and importance, and* particu- 
larly called for the attention of a full Houfe of Commons : 
but above all, he thought, that, as Mn Dundas had given 
liotice of his intention to revife arid covrtSt the India bill of 
1784, there ought to be a call of the floufe for the fpecial 
porpofe of re-confidering that bill. That it had not b'eeii 
fufBciently attended to in the firfl inftance, having been ge- 
nerally debated and carried in very thin houfes; that if the 
jprincipfes of this law, upbxi a more deliberate review of it, 
ihould be confirmed, they would take root in the Conftitu- 
tion and might never be eradicated. 'The ^ueftion concerned 
the public liberty, arid ought not to be decided without a full 
reprefentation of the People. 

He therefore moved, " That the Houfe might be called 
''• over on Monday the. a^x\\ o^ 'is.\aLicV^\ ' ' 

Mr* Fox feconded the moUotv% 



5^\ • t/^u ChanrtRor Pitt remarked, that he couI3 not avoid Mr. Chan- 
.^^aktng^the liberty to obferve, that the honourable gentleman ccUorPUt. 
« Who^made theiriotion, feemed to have deviated in fome mea- 
futfe front his cbnfiftency. When he moved himfelf for a re- 

Bial of thc'lndia bill, he had not confidered a tali of the 
oufe necefiary ; but now, when this aft was only agreeable 
to the ratification given to be explained and amended, he con- 
ceived a call of the Houfe to be moft indifpenfably requifite. 
He could not eafily account for this v^rfatility in the conduft 
6f the^honourable gentleman : the matter to which a right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Burke) had direfted the atten- 
tioivof the Houfe, feemed to him to be of great importance^ 
and to, juftify, in fome refpefts, thfe motion un'der contem- 
plation. If he (hould have matters in fuch forwardnefs as to 
be able to fubmit them to the difcuffion of the Houfe about 
the time intended for the call, he would not oppofe the mo- 
tion ; and he would referve the right to himfelf, of bringing 
forward in the interifii, any matter of finance, as a public 
concern, notwithftanding his concurrence in the motion for 
the call. 

Major Scott declared, that he had only four papers to alk Major Scott 
for relative to Mr. Haftings, which he was convinced would 
occafion no delay. He hoped that fome aflurance would be 
given him by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Burl^e) of 
his bringing forward his impeachment near the time of the 
propofed call of the Houfe. 

Mr. Surke declared', that the going through a period of Mr. gurke. 
thirteen years, collefting the.facSls relative to tlie fuhjeft du- 
ting that time, and arranging them in the form of a charge, 
was no matter of eafy accompliihment. He had therefore 
undoubtedly a right to do this with caution, and agreeable 
to his own convenience. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt wifhed that he /hould fix a period Mr. Chan- 
for his bringing forward this bufincfs as nearly as poffible. cellorFitu 
Mr. Burke faid, that the period he would fix for this bu- Mr, Burke 
finefs was that day three weeks : then he would move the 
Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee on the charges againft 
Mr. Haftings, and fubmit what he had colle«5ted from verbal 
teftimony on the fubjeit. The names of the witneCcs to be 
adduced on the trial, he would ftatc in the Houfe upon the 
morrow. ' 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt conceiving this a fufficient reafon for Mr. Chan- 
delaying a call of the Houfe, propofed an amendment, that <^<^^^ ^^'*'* 
inftead of " this day fortnight,** the words ** to-morrow three 
•* weeks* be inferted. 

Mr. Fox contended, that this afforded no argument for fet- Mr,Fo<* 
ting afide the original motion,, as il wcvs pwftvfc^ Wt oi^^^ 
reaibo$ than the impeachment of Mr% Ha.ft\\w^* 

3C2 • ^^^ 
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Mr. Francis perfifted in his former opinioal^^' ■ ..^« : * 4] 

The queftion was put and carried. *. W ) 

Mr.Foic. Mr. /oJir declarihg himfelf difiatisfied with tkie d«ciiioa on 
th? preceding Monday relative to the produAion of paperSf 
ccxitaining the correfpondence between Mr. Haftingt and Ma* 
jor Brown, then at Delhi, gave notice, that he wouU bring 
forward this bufinefs again on the enfuing Friday. | 

A motion having been made, that the speaker do leave the 
chair, for the purpofe of refolving the Houfe into a Commit* 
tee on the militia bill : 
Mr. Rqllc. Mr. Role having exprefled his wiflies, that tin>e might be 
given, added, that he had been informed by his conflttiients, 
that there were claufes in it objeftionable : he hoped thcrc^ j 
fore for the prefeot, the blanks only would be filled up in 
the Committee, and that the report would not be made, as ' 
adopted by the Houfe, with precipitation. 

'i^he motion was then put, and the Speaker left the chair; 
the blanks were iilled up, and the Hou>e adjourned* 

TuefJay and JVcdnefday^ 14th and 15th March. 

On account of the want of attending members no budnefs 

took place. 

T'burfday^ ibth Mard?. 

At bringing up the report of the Committee on the mu- 

f JF/v bfFl, refpefting the new claufe for fubjeiling the officers 

bv brevet, receiving no pay, who fliould be in command, to 

be irit^d bv a court martial : 

rol.Fitzpa- Colonel ¥it%patrick defired to know upon what principle of 

trick. ttieceflitv or propriety fo very extraordinary a claufe was 

founded ? 
The Sccrc- The Secretary at TVar explained, that it was pofllble for an 
taryatWar. oiBcer by brevet, who had no pay, to be in command, and 
that it had been thought right, that officers fo circumllanced 
fhould be liable to be tried by a court martial for their con- 
dti6l while in command. 
Coi.Fiiipa- Colonel Fit^patrick declared, that unlefs feme cafe could 
»"ck. be flat ed to the Houfe of the kind in tjueftion, he ftiould 

think it fcarccly poffible for fuch a cafe to happen, and there- 
fore he faw no ufe in introducing lucli a novelty into the 
mutiny bill. 
Tnc *^rrrc- The Secretary at iVar begged leave to rcniiiid the Houfii, 
u.yatW ar. ^j^^t he had gi*ven nt)ticc thar'there would be fome new claufes 
introduced into the hill, and hud partTcularry calfed the atten- 
tion of the Committee to the claufes when he had' ptopofed 
them. With regard to lA^e voK\W\\\\.^ o^ ^\\d\ ^ c-^V^ occuf- 

\ 
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he hinted tYiat (lift a cafe had occurred, and it bid been 
' hiBld, that the officer was not amenable to, nor could be tried 
hjf a court «ianial, 

penocat JSurgoym fupported the obje£lion, on the ground Ornenl 
that it was introducing a new and dangerous principle into *»fl«|«e' 
the mutiny a<St; that of fubje£ling perfons who were not 
paid by the Legiflature, and confequently were not under the 
control of that Houfe, to martial law. He contended* that 
the idea of making any man liable to martial law was founded 
altogether on the circumftance of his receiving pay, voted 
by the Houfe of Commons ; and that the new claule led to 
confequences extremely alarming, as it would countenance 
the keeping up an armed force in the country, that was 
neither paid by the Legiflature, nor fubjeft to legifiative 
control. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt defended the claufe as highly ne- Mr. Chan 
ceilary to clear up a matter of a doubtful nature. He ftated ^^^' ^*" 
the recent cafe of General Rofs, and mentioned, that upon 
the laft reference to three of the judges, whether any officer 
l>y brevet, and in command, was liable to a court martial ; 
one judge gave it as his opinion that he was ; another gave 
it as his opinion that he was not; and a third declared him* 
!^ felf doubtful whether he was or not. 

Ayes -.----...- 79 
Noes •-►-----. ly 

Majority - - 62 
Mr. Dundas remarked, that as his new bill had lately Mr.Dnmaa 
reeefved, in a confiderable degree, the inveftigating notice 
of the whole Houfe, he fhould not prefume to trefpafs too 
much upon their patience by arguing diffufely concerning 
its nature and its principles. He Ihould imagine, that either 
at the time of the fecond reading of the bill, or of its com- 
ing to the Committee, gentlemen might, with the greater 
propriety, make their objeftions; objedliens to which he 

. .fliould endeavour, as fatisfaflorily as pofllble to anfwer. At 
prefent, he would juft ft ate the heads of tlie principal alte- 
rations which he propofed to make in the prefent bill. — 
Thcfe were, firft, in regard to eleftion of perfons to ferve 
in council. As the bill of 1784 ftpod^ it confined it to the 
fervants of the Company in India; but he meant that it 
(hould conjprehend alio the fervants at home as well as thofe 
in India. Another alteration was, an addition to the prin- 
ciple of the bill; for, inftead of leaving every thing to be 
decided by the voice of the majority or tjie council at Cal- 
cutta, he meant to give the Governor General more power 

. . than lie at prefent pofleiled, and to letlvvrtk ^c\Aa u^^ofr^ ^n^v^ 
jncafur^ whether his council agreed vclxbk Iivot^ 01 xvox* ^ 
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tlhird alteration would be that of empowefing the Gbvemor 
General to nominate a fucceiTor to fit in council on the death 
of any one member, inftead of the oldeft in fervice fiicceed*' 
ing as a matter of courfe. He intended to entnift the Di- 
' reSiors with the power to decide as they thought it moft for 
the benefit of their fervice, whether the Commander in 
Chief fhould have a feat at the council 6r not. At prefent 
the Commander in Chief enjoyed of courfe a feat at the 
council. A fourth alteration would be with refpeft to pro- 
motions in India: according to the bill of 1784, the Com- 
pany's fervants were all to rife by regular gradation ; but 
gentlemen would fee in a moment, that, as there were diffe- 
rent heads of fervice, fo a regular rife muft in fome cafes 
prove inconvenient, and therefore he meant to divide the fer- 
vants into their refpedlive clafles, and enaft, that each clafs 
fhould rife regularly. In regard to the part of the bill, 
which obliged the fervants of the Company on, their coming 
home, to deliver in the amount of their fortunes, and alfo an 
account how they had difpofed of any part of their fortunes 
ifn India, upon oath ; he had taken confid^rable pains to af- 
certain what it was of which the gentlemen ferving in India 
chiefly complained refpeding that part of the bill of 1784; 
and he found that what chiefly diftrefled them arofe frorti *' 
two operations of the difcovering claufes ; the one was, the 
being obliged to give an account on oath, of the precife 
manner in which they had difpofed of any part of their for- 
tunes in India, and the other the publicity of fuch an ac- 
count, by its being put upon record after it was made. 
He admitted that various ways miglit arife to occafion gen- 
tlemen to difpofe of confiderable fums in India which no 
man would wifh to have known. Particular fums might be 
given to particular perfons ; connexions both male and 
female might abforb a large portion of a gentleman's fortune J 
. and it Would undoubtedly be vexatious to have an authentic, 
account of fuch money made a matter of public record* 
He meant therefore to leave out of his bill the claufe which 
refpefted the difpofal of every fervant of the Company's 
money in India, and alfo to let the account of the fortune 
they brought home be made fecretly, and kept fecret unlefs 
in particular cafes where it would not prove right that it 
lliould remain fecret. Thefe alterations would, he trufted, 
relieve the minds of gentlemen in India in a great meafure 
from the uneafinefs which that part of the bill might have 
occafioned, and at the fame time the great end and objedk 
of obtaining an account of the fortunes which thofe who 
returned home had made wo\i\d b^ avvfwered. Another al- 
teration (and that tl\e Vaft) vjas, \w ie^^e&. xa x^sa mo^^^C 
balloting fot the tteitt i^n lo xx^ ^ifoTv^ etvax^^^ ^\^ 
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leaving comtnlfted crimes and mtfdemeanors in India, after 
their arrival in England. As the bill of 1784 ftood, two 
hundred members were obliged to be pnefent hefore tbe Houfe 
<;ould proceed to ballot. This was extremely inconvenient ^ 
^b6 therefore he meant to omit that part of the bill which re* 
4>e£led the two hundred members, and then the ballot might 
snore eafily be conducted, and in a way equally impartial, by 
having balloting lifts prepared a fufficient time previous to the 
iday of ballot; by which means a greater number of names 
would be before the Houfe for eleftion. Under all thefe cir- 
cumftances, he felt it necefTary to move ^^ for leave to bring 
** in a bill to explain and amend the India bill." 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt feconded the motion. 

Mr. Francis remarked, that he did not entertain the moft Mr. Fran. 
- iliftant intention of oppofing the motion, for that the bill of cU. 
'1784 flood in need of great alteration and amendment was a 
{aSt univerfally admitted. He rofe merely to give notice, 
that as foon as the motion fhould become difpofed of, (which 
he prefumed it would be immediately) he (hould move a propo- 
fit ion, which related to the bill juft moved for. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt begged leave to call to the recolle£tion Mr. Chan, 
of the honourable gentleman, that his right honourable and ^^^^' P*«- 
Jeajrned friend had given three days notice of his intention to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to amend and explain the 
India bill, whereas the honourable gentleman had not given 
any notice of his intention ; he hoped, therefore, that as the 
report on the bill to modify the fhop tax was designed to fall 
under the immediate confideration of the Houfe, and as a • 

right hottourable gentleman oppofite to him had fignified his 
•wifh to fiottTy in fome degree, upon the fubje£t, the honoura* 
bie gentleman would wave his motion for the prefent, and re- 
iiime it at a more convenient feafon. 

Mr. Francis anfwered, that his motion was fo immediately Mr. Fran^ 
conneded with the motion then before the Houfe, that be ^^ 
could not think of 'making it at any other time ; but he did 
pot conceive that it could be objeded to, or that it would oc- 
jcaiion the Houfe a quarter of an hour's delay. 

■' Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the exceflive condefcenfion Mr.shcri- 
and boundlefs good nature with which a right honourable gen^ <^« 
4tleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had rifen to fup- 
port his right honourable and learned friend's motion, wai 
unparallelled I What an aftonifhing inftance of true libera- 
lity of mind, in the very moment of having heard him de- 
clare that the piirport and principle of his new bill went to 
cutting np by the roots the right honourable gentlenian's own » 
India bill, which the learned gentlecpan had proved by hi^ 
Speech to have been a very foolifh piece ot b\ii(iu^^^. Ou^^ 
hccaHon, Mr. Sheridan added, that he ft\9>A^ w^^tofc xx^ 
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he confidered, that as yet, all the papers granted, were of a 
nature calculated to fupport the charges againft Mr. HaftingBj 
and that thofe now moved for were fuch, as would place in a 
mod confpicuous point of view, the moft mentorious aod 
brilliant part of his adminiflration, he could not help, from 
motives of compaffion and juAice, lamenting, that in com- 
pliance with his duty, he mud obje6t to their produdlioo. 
The right honourable gentleman had attempted to fhew, that 
on the fame principles as thofe on which the prefent motion 
was objefted to, any delinquent fervant of the Public might 
be fcreened from punifliment and the cenfure of that Houfe 
by the bare ipfe dixit of the Minifter, " That the documents 
** neceflary to the proof of his guilt could not be produced 
<^ with faiety ;" but when circumilances fuch as he had men* 
tioned, as well of the innocence, nay the merit, of the tranf- 
aftion imputed as criminal, as of the extreme delicacy of the 
papers demanded were urged, could it poilibly be faid, that the 
queftion refted upon the ipfe dixit of the Minifter? Or could 
a precedent be eftabliilied under fuch circumftances as the 
prefent which could ever apply to cafes wherein thofe or fimi- ' 
lar circumftances did not exift? Where, on the contrary, they 
occurred, he trufted that all precedents would prove unne- 
ceftary, and that the Houfe, guided hy the plain rules of 
common fenfe and political expedience, would never meet 
fuch applications with their unmerited concurrence. 
Mr. shcii* Mr. Sheridan remarked, that in fpite of the ^xtenfive ta- 
lents and brilliant eloquence of the right honourable gentle^ 
man who fpoke laft, his obfervations were much too barren 
of folid argument to oonftitute a refutuation ofthe reafoning 
of his right honourable friend (Mr, Fox) who had unanfwer- 
ably contended for the produflion of the papers, upon the 
proof, which he as irrefragably eftablifhed, that they con- 
tained the cleareft and moft incontrovertible evidence, of a 
negociation for an offenfive alliance entered into by Mr. 
Haftings with the country powers; nor had his right honour^ 
able friend maintained by lefs unqueflionale allegations, that 
were thefe wonderfully fecret papers divulged, no danger 
whatfoever could accrue to the State from their publicity. 
For his own part he muft confefs, that were he to place an 
approving confidence in the meafures of an Adminiftration, 
and any honourable member fliould move a queftion for papers 
affeiting the executive government of the country, and His 
Majefty s Minifters who were to be refponfible, fhould ftand 
tip and declare, that the granting the papers would prove 
dangerous to the State, he would dcfift from prefTing fuch at 
motion. But was this the cafe now? No; the right ho- 
nourablc gentleman, as His Majefty's Minifter, was not re* 
fpoafibk for the advn\m&.taX\otv oi \\i« ^Tw^^xjxv^^ ^<yi^\xvmair 
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oftn^lia ; tfcit government was not the goverament of His 
Majefty, Whoffe name and authority Had no connexion with 
it ; it was merely the government of a trading Company^ 
conduced by their fervants, and therefore all ideas of 
confidence in the King's Minifters were out of tlie qiieflion. 
What was the Board of Control ? Nothing more tluni ano- 
ther Board of Directors, of a fuperior order indeed, arid no- 
minated by His Majefty in the firft inftance; But it wai 
rather curious, that the pight honourable and learned gentle* 
man fhould be one of the perfons |and perhans the principal, , 

in talking of India fecrets, and' refufing neceflary papers on 
that ground) whfen he himfelf had formed his own motions 
for papers in 1781 and 1782, in the broadeft and mofl: gene- 
ral words; calling for all the papers Velating to the revenue, 
all the papers relatrng to the civil government, and fo on: 
at that time, and it was a time of war, nobody dreamt of a 
fecret refpefting India. How happened it then, that when 
thecondu6k of Xord Clive. was under inquiry, when every 
other India inquiry was going on, that from the earlieft pe- 
riods it had never been difcovered, that there might be a 
ftate fecret in India till the year 1786. It was downright 
nonfenlp to talk with a grave face about fecrecy and the dan- 
gerous tendency of letting tlie papers moved for be feen, 
when it was Well known not only what were their contents^ 
but every tranfa<£lion to which they alluded. 

In order more fully to convince the Houfe that the papers 
would eftablifli a moft extraordinary feries of duplicity in the 
conduft of Mr. Haftings, refpefling the ncgociation with the 
Mogul, Mr. Sheridan went into a detailed invefligation of 
every minute circumftance of the tranfafttons of Major 
Browne, from the time of his leaving Calcutta, in OcSober, 
1783, to the arrival of Mr. Haftings at Lucknovv, with all 
the relative fafts of the flight of the fon of the Mogul; of 
that Prince's reception by Mr. Haftings and t])e Nabolj of 
Oude ; the feizure of the old Minlfter of the Mogul by the 
Vizier Aphrafead Cawn, and the j^utting the Mogul into the 
hands of Madagee Scindia ;' reafoning upon each particular a^ 
tie proceeded, and deducing fuch inferences as he conceived 
the premifes clearly warranted : all ihefe he contended, con- 
curred in proving, that Mr. Haftings had a£led in a manner ^ 
fo intricate and extraordinary, that though he by no means 
Wifhed it to be underftood as fuggefting it either as a charge 
or an infinuation, that Mr. Haftings was confcious of being 
guilty, yet with the pureft innocence on the part of that 
gentleman, the fufpicion to which it gave rife (at leaft in hisi 
mind) wfas, that Mr. Haftings, from an idea, that the party- 
he confidered as his political enemies, were in power atl\ovc^^t 
mght evtenain a wi/h to provuk Vuvutdi ;)k idv^.^^ -^sx "^^ 
. Vol. XIX, jj V ^ ^^^^"^ 
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experience mucii diflBculty in proving that thefe grounds of 
denial either did not apply, or were not fufficiently material 
tojuftify withholding the papers ; and to eflablifli his pofi- 
tion he might venture to reft miich oi his reafonirig on the 
letters of Major Brown to Mr, Haftingi^. It was liianifefi: 
X that a treaty of oflFerifive alliance had been negociated with the 
Mogul, which was direftly contrary to theekprefs.refolatioa 
of that Houfe. It was maniffeft, from Major Brown*i lettet,' 
that Mr. Haftings had authorifed that n^gociatibn, arid that^ 
in Major Brown*s opinion, good ^arth, morality, andjufticei 
required that affiftance (hould be afforded the Mogul, ini comr. 
pliance with the terms of that treaty. The^emphatid words 
of Major Brown's letter were, " we have offered to treat ; he 
<* has accepted : we have annexed conditions, he has approved 
** of them." Thefe words proved inconteftably that the 
treaty commenced by voluntary offer on our part ; and the 
iubfequent words in which Major Browrt in his letter pro^ 
ceeds to urge Mr. Haftings, for the fake of the gdod faith, 
morality, and juftice of the Briti/h nation, to fend troops to 
the affiftance of the Mogul, to lay fiege to certain diftri<^s of 
country, in order to drive out the inhabitants, and to give the 
lands to the troops for their fubfiftence, proved equally foirci* 
bly that the treaty was a treaty of offenfive alliance. It wai 
evident that the refolution of the Houfe had been trampled oa 
and contemned by Mr. Haftings in this inftance; and it wa< • 
more than matter of fufpicion that the treaty was neveir in- 
tended to have been concluded when it was begun. When; . 
during the former debate on the fame fuhjeft, he Was com* 
plaining that the refolution had been infringed by Mr* Hift 
tings, who began to negociate a treaty of offenfive alliance; 
aright honourable gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche-^ 
quer) h^jl thought proper to fay acrofs the houfe, " a treaty 
•' never completed ;'* and therefore he (Mr, Fox) muft beg 
leave to know whether he was to underftand from thofe wdrdi 
that' it was takeaas a merit that the Company*s fervants in 
India got into this dilemma ; they had violated the refolu^ion^ 
of the Houfe by commencing a treaty, which local or tetnpcK 
rary policy might appear to make i(> expedient to commence; 
and then they had. violated the national faith by deceiving the 
Mogul, and refufing to conclude the treaty lo commenced f 
thus proving to the princes of Hindoftan how little fecurity 
'^;vas, on the one hand, afforded them by the code of laws held 
out to them in the refolutions of the Britifh Houfe of Com* 
inons, and how little fafcty was, on the other hand, to beac« 
quired by entering into treaties of alliance with^ the BritffU 
government in India He felt himfelf thoroughly juftified id 
contending that, in fpite of any narrow principle which tern- 
porsLtj diftrefs or local dicumfc^itvc^^ tsi\^\.feRm Xa call fon 
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fixch, as keeping the^ Mogul out of the hands of the French^ 
jor oir Tippoo Sokan, it ilj became a nation of great weight - 
pnd charaiSter, like Great Britain, to depart from general fyf- 
jtems, founded in wlfdom and in juflice, on any fuch petty 
tonfideratioris ; that if fuch narrow policy wer^ to juftify ai 
departure from a great parliamentary fyuem, there Was dii 
end of the utility of laying down a code of Jaws, to be made 
the foundation of a. government, pf fimplicity^ of publicity, 
and of good faith. In fadl:, the whole of the negociaiion had 
been fecretly carried on by Mr. Browne, as the agent 6f Mfi 
Haftings. With refpeil to the ground of refufal of the pa-^ 
pers, on the plea that their produftion would betray fome fe- 
crets.of negociation, the divulging of which muft difturbthe 
tranquillity of the powers of Hindoftan, and prove dange- 
rous to the fafety of the State, he muft candidly ^'onfefs that 
it was nioftdiflScult to meet it with any argument, the other 
fide of the Houfe having given him' fo little to lay hold of", and # 
not having faid enough to enable him to guefs even at what 
the danger could poffibly be which would arife, were the ftate 
fecrets, which they fo much dreaded to lay open, to become 
divulged. SituateS, however, as he was in thefe refpecSls, he ' 
could, without hefitation, declare, that no government fecret 
of any kind could juftify the withholding papeis which were 
to enable the Houfe to fupport and fubftantiate the refolutions 
to which they ftood folemnly pledged. For what was it but 
to fay to the princes in India, " we know our fervants have 
*' committed delinquencies, and we are convincetl that they 
*' have broken faith with you ; but we muft not inquire into 
** their conduit, becaufe that would betray ftpie fecrets, 
'* that would develope State myfleries, which muft be kept 
*V facred !" Would not every man in Indja laugh at fo abfyrd 
a reafon for refufing to do juftice? Would it not plainly ap- 
pear that the Board of Control, and that Houfe, were fol- 
lowing the exadk fteps of the old Boards of Diredors? That 
they were laying down complete fyftems of ethics in their or- 
ders and refolutions, but refufing to take the only means pof^ 
Cble to enforce their performance ? The effedl of fuch conduft 
was too manifeft to need an illuftration. Inftead of reforma- 
tion in India, it would encourage abufe, and incieiife delin- 
' quency; the Board of Control and the Houfe of Commons 
would be anfwerable for having fuffered the Company's fer- 
vants, employed in thegovernn^ent oflndia, to believe them- 
felves fecure from inquiry, and fafe from puniftiment. What 
^as it but to. put it in the povverof a minifter to interfere in 
every inveOigation, and, by his fingle vetOy put a ftop to the 
procefs, and defeat the aim of that Houfe in the exercife of it* 
firft great conftitutional charaiSer ^^ that of the grand inqueft 
cf the nation? firmed with fuch a dovj^Tj \o \^\v^\. \^v\'^\'4 
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might not a minifter proceed ? Every criminaly however no- 
torious his delinquency, hoVever numerous his crimes, how- 
ever injurious to the national honour, would only have to fe- 
cure the Minifter's protedlion to be able to laugh at acctffa- 
tioA, and fet convidlion at defiance ! Much had been faid by 
the minifterialifts concerning fecrets ; but there could be no 
lecret in queftion ; nor could the papers called for poffibly 
maice any thing public which was not already well known 
in India, If it were afked why he, who was fo ftrenuous for 
the publifliing of every matter relative to India, and fo urgent 
in contending that nothing refpefting that country ought to 
temain a fecret, did not hold the fame argument with refpcft 
to the European powers, and in like manner maintain that 
nothing which regarded treaties and negociations between the 
Court of Great Britain and any Court of Europe oujght to be 
made a flate fecret in that Houfe, by any of His Majefty's 
Minifters, he would anfwer that queft ion by propofing ano- 
ther. Had that Houfe ever expreflly laid down rules of ad- 
miniftration for the executive government with regard to Eu- 
ropean powers ? Moft certainly it had not ; ahd that for very 
clear and obvious reafons. Why had it done otherwife with 
refpedl to the adminiftration of the executive government of 
the Britifh poflcflions in India ? Becaufe from the feries of 
abufes, mifmanagement, and delufion, which had crept into 
the conduft of the executive government m India, the Britifh 
honour was tarniftied, and the native prTnces no longer had 
confidence in Britifli faith. Nothing, therefore, bat the in- 
terference of Parliament could redeem the national credit, and 
rellore it in the eyes of the country powers in Hindoftan. 
Having fo interfered, and having laid down the code of laws 
which could alone fupport a fyftem of government adapted to 
the nature of the cafe, and likely^ to regain the confidence of 
the native princes — a fyftem of government founded on fim- 
plicity, publicity, and good faith, would that Houfe, on the 
mere pretence of a ftate fecret, without the fmalleft informa- 
tion to prove that there was a real flate fecret in the .way, 
with nothing more than a Minifter's Ipfe dixit for it, fhut 
their eyes to what every man who was not wilfully blind 
muft fee the necefEty of — to their proceeding to fubftantiate 
their Vefolutions and fulfil their promifes, to which they all 
f^ood fo particularly plec^^ed ? Even yet, however, he Ihould 
not relinquifli his hopes that his right honourable and learned 
friend (Mr. Dundas) would refcue the Houfe from the dif- 
grace of having been perfuaded by him to vote refol'ution^, 
which, if the papers were refufed, it would be fair to fay he 
never meant fhould be a6led upon. Let the right honourable 
and learned gentleman recoW^R vsh^^t had been done laft year 
by the Board of Control it^^eQ;\tv^\\\^ ^^u ^l \^^\5.^^H 
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of Arcot. If he did not know the circumflahce, he would 
polTefs him of it; but moft probably he knew of it more cor- 
reftly than he did ; if he did not, however, he would inform 
hi'tn of the fauSl, It was this ;-^that fo far from the manage- 
ment then ma^e being attended to, new loans were at this 
time going on, 3ind new debts contrading. Having moved 
for the Dehli papers, Mr. Fox concluded his remarks. 

Mr. Chancellor P/// ohferved, that could he entertain a Mr. Chan 
wi(h to have the queftion totally thrown afide, his wifli ^^°'^ ^^" 
might, with facility, be completed ; becaufe as no incontro- 
vertible parliamentary reafon could be afligned why a motion 
il^ould be made twice in the courfeof the fame feffion for the 
produftion of papers, more than for any other purpofe, he 
might objeft againft and abfolutely prevent its introdu6ljon ; 
yet, in the prefent cafe, he would not avail himfelf of the 
ftanding rule of parliamentary proceeding, as he felt an incli- 
nation to anfwer fome parts of the right honourable gentle- 
man's argument, and he finccrely hoped that his motion was 
fufficiently diverGfievl to allow of its being argued a fecond 
time. Heihould', in that hope, reply to the right honourable 
gentleman, and endeavour to comprefs his necefTiry remarks 
into as few words as poffible. He agreed with almoft every 
on« of the right honourable gentleman's principle's, as well 
with refpefl to the policy of the Eaft-India government, as 
With refpedl to the right and^duty of that Houfe to inquire 
into all the abufes which might arife in it ; but In the conclu- 
f5on8 which the right honourable gentleman had drawn from 
thofe principles, he widely and completely differed from him. 
He had formerly, in debate on a motion made by a friend of 
the right honourable, gentleman, given his fcniiments con- 
cerning the fubjedl of granting official papers for the purpofc 
of facilitating a criminal inquiry, and he would again briefly 
repeat them. He was of opinion, that, on a motion for pa- 
pers with fuch a view, it was neceflary firft to (hew a proba- 
ble ground of guilt ; next, that the papers required were ne- 
ceflary and relevant to fubftantiate that guilt ; andluftly, that 
the papers might be made public without any dangerous confer 
quence to the State, He fliould argue the prefent queftion 
on thofe principles ; and if the Houfe ftiould not be perfe£Hy - 
fatisfied that on each of them the motion ought to be rejedled, 
be fhould acquiefce in their opinion. The right honourable 
gentleman had charged Mr. Haftings with a number of ofr 
fences, to which, as be contended, the papers now requirevl 
had a reference. The firft charge was, that he had entered 
into an offenfive alliance with the Great Mogul, and, by fo 
doing, had a(3ed in defiance, not only of the order of the 
Court of Directors, but of the refolution of that Houfe, iii 
fipprpving of {bofc prders by which the^ tv»A ^iolvfc\XftA. vVsa 

jE % ^.W^\\va 
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Government of Bengal from entering into any offenfive alli- 
ance with the powers of the Eaft. In the firff' place, thofi 
refolutions which, he admitted with the right honourable 
gentleman, w6re CnguLir in themfelVes, and only to "he ac- 
'counted for and juftified by the peculiar Ctuat ion of the af- 
fairs of India, did not prohibit, in (Irift and implicii con- 
/IruSioni every particular alliance of the nature alluded toi 
but only reftrained a wanton habit of making fuch engage- 
ments; for it would prove highly impolitic and abfurd, iii 
all cafes whaifoever, to forbid the making of ofFenfive alli- 
ancq^, as fituatioris might occui^ in which they would be in- 
difpenfably rieceflary ;' but In tKe prefent cafe, it was necdlefs 
to inquire into tb'e latitude which was left to the fervants of the 
Company in India, to exercife a difcretion in the forming 
cfFenfive alliances, 'as he 'could fhew that, in this at leaft, 
there ' vvas no fuch alliance either formed or authorifed hj 
Mr. Haftings. The right jionourable gentleman had enter- 
tained a preiumptidn from the letter of Major Browne, that 
^e had been commiflioned 6y Mr. Haftings to negotiate a 
treaty of offenfive alliance with the MoguH and this was the 
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to try Whether it contained kny 'thing either to contradift of 
to confirm^that prefiimptibn ; this he had' accordingly done, 
and fhould agaiii read a part of it to'theHoufe, by which 
they would become enabled to judge how far the right bo^ 
nourable gentleman was juftified in prefuming, th^t MK 
Haftings had employed Major Browne to conclude the alli- 
ance in queftion. ' ' '■ ... c ., ../ . .' . 

It was neceflary for gentlemen to look back upon the Ctoa- 
tion of India at the period when the tranfaflions took placei 
by which it Would be found, that then A moft dangerous at- 
tack was made on the Company's pofleffions by the European 
enemy of this coiantry, in Conjunftion with the mbfl formi- 
dable of all the princes of India, Tippoo Saib : that the laft- 
hientioned prince, well knowing the influence which the 
iiame of the Mogul had upon the feelings and the prejudiced 
of his countrymen, Wiis exercifihg all his endeavours to bring 
him over to his iriterefts ; that he was making him ofiers of 
affiftance in re-inftating him in the power and confequence 
\vhich he had 16ft, and even of great fums of money to bribe 
him into his party- and that it he had fucceeded, an infur- 
mountable addition would have been nlade to the difficulties 
ijnder which the Englifh Government had to ftriigglei That 
in order to counterafl this, it became neceflary for the'fer- 
Vants of the Company to exert thenifelves to the utmbft to 
hgtAtiate thcmfelves w\l\i t\v^ Cowit o^ YWr\\^ ^ti4 by fuch 
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means fecare to their employers that great body of ftrength 
"and fnfluence which would naturally refult from the counte- 
nance of the Shah; and this more efpecially^ as the Mogul 
had recently loft his Minifter, a perfon highly ferviceahle Co 
the Briti/h adminiftration, being clofely connefted by ties of 
friendfliip with the Vizier, who was a decided favourer of 
this country ; and that it Was determined by the unanimous 
voice of the Council to fend an ambaffador to Dehli, in order 
to fecur^ as much as poflible an amicable difpofition in that 
Court. Th^t Mr, Haftings appointed Major Browne to the 
cmbafTy, and that his inftruftions were, firft, to fiilfil the 
formalities of refpeft and compliment to the perfon from 
Whom the Company acknowledged to hqld all their poflef- 
Jioris; next, to condole with him on the death of his minif- 
ter ; and laftly, to confult with him on the means of reftoring 
him to that power and confequence which his predeceffors 
enjoyed, but which he had beeri deprived of. He was alfo 
to encourage with as much addrefs and delicacy as poflible, 
overtures of an alliance and applications for aflVflance from 
the Bengal Government, but was expreflly directed to avoid 
iany pofitiye engagements until he Ihould have referred to 
the Council the propofals m^de by the Mogul; and particu- 
larly, an account of the manner in which any force tlie Pre- 
Tidency might afford him were to be employed, and the re- 
Iburces by which it was to be paid. Thefe were the objefts 
of Major Browne's miflion : the confequences was, that the 
Wogul, unwilling to efpoufe the party of Tippoo Saib and 
•France, exprefTed a tvillingnefs to enter into a treaty of an of- 
fenfive nature with the Government of Bengal, of which 
Major Browne gave notice to the Couqcil, who refufed to 
entier into it. This circumftance of the attempts of the 
"Frencli and Tippoo Saib, to unite to their joint powers the 
authority of the Mogul, reminded him of what had dropjjed 
from the noble Lord in the blue ribband during the courfe 
of a former debate. The noble Lord had t)auled for fome 
time, to confider what connexion there could poflibly be 
^hetween any Etrropeah power axid the Court of Dehli, and 
had particularly alliaded to France — •* What,'* faid the noble 
'Lord " has France to do with Dehli ?" and the noble Lord 
attempted to turn into ridicule the idea of fuppofing that it 
Was neceflary to fecure that Court, to prevent its falling in 
with the Views of our enemies; but from the fafts which ap^ 
peared upon the face of Major Browne's letter, on which, tor 
t>ther purpofes, fo much reliance had been placet}, the noble 
Lord might inform himfelf better refpedling the fubjeft, and 
fee that France had very material objedls in view in an in- 
tercourfe and connection with the court of Dehli. [The 
Ghaqcellor now read that part oC M^\ot Bit^NNxv&H vcvvwvyc^ 
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tions to which he had referred be/ore, whence it appeared • 
from that gentlcmai^'s own words, that he was expreffly 
reftrained from concluding or even propofing any treaty, un- 
til lie had laid the whole piogfefs of his negociation be- 
fore the Council, and had their approbation to proceed 
upon it.] - 

The Chancellor was now afked from the other fide of thf 
Houfe, what was the date of the letter ? 

He informed them ; and added,, that the date led him to 
another circuoiftance entitled to particular obfervation, and 
this was, that the letter. bore a date fubfequent to one of the 
^ periods in which the right honourable gentleman fuppofed 

Mr, Haftings to have given the inflruaions againft which 
be complained. If, therefore, any fuch inftru^ions were 
given, it muft according to the right honourable gentleman, 
have been at the time when Mr. Haftings met Major Browne 
at Lucknow ; but the right honourable gentleman had markeiT 
that as the time when it was determined to depart from and 
violate the treaty, fo that it was impo0ible that he could theQ 
have given any fuch inilru£lions : thus, he apprehended, be 
bad fufficiently proved, that no fuch treaty was ever under- 
taken by Mr. Haftings, and fo it became impoffible that the 
other charge, of having departed from and violated his treaty 
could have any place or authority whatfoever. The right 
honourable gentleman had alfo accufed Mr. Haftings of pro- 
fecuting his negociations with the Mogul without the pri- 
vacy of the^Council, contrary to the duty of his ftation ; but 
here again were the records of the Council to contradift him; 
for, as the letters of Major Browne proved, that h^ had' not 
begun a negociation for an oftenfive treaty at all, fo it was 
proved by thofe that he had never intended to do fo without 
applying to the Council for their encouragement. He fhould 
now trouble the Houfe with fome brief remarks concerning 
the charge of having fuffered the Mogul to unite with the 
Marattah powers, which a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Burke) had faid it was his duty, hy force of arn)s to have 
prevented j but before he went farther on that fubjedl, he 
begged gentlemen to advert to the inconfiftency of one gen- 
tleman's complaining of a governor for entering into an of- 
fcnfive treaty, ancf another as bitterly inveighing againfl him 
for not adiually taking up arms, and this from perfons who 
appeared to go hand in hand in the whole proceeding { With 
refpedt to this union of the Mogul with the Marattahs, he 
ihould only obferve, tliat if that had not taken place, one or 
the other of ihcfe two circumftances muft ha\e occurred; 
either he muft have fallen into the hands of the French and 
Tippoo Saib, or become conncdled with the Eaft-India Com- 
pany by fuch ai^ aWvauce a% v<^^ uo^ii Iq. ^^t^i^Vj x^^i:obated. 
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Bat in faA, if he were inclined to do what bis duty refirained 
litm''fromi;doing — to lay open fecrets, of which the interefts 
of the country required a concealment, he could eafily prore, 
that the jundlion of the Mogul with thefe potentates was of 
the high^ft advantage to the Company. The right honour-* 
able gentleman had bhjeiled to the mode in which the Court 
cf Direftors had inquired into the negociation with the 
CouFt of Dehli, making Major Browne the objed of their 
inquiry inftead of his employer, Mr, Haftings, whom they 
entirely pafled by ; but furely it was a feverer method againit 
the principal to apply to the agents in fuch cafes, for it was 
putting him on his guard, and pofilting out to him the ne- 
ceffity of proving againft his employer all fuch fafls a$,s if 
brought home to him, muft, In the end, come upon himfelf, 
and was of courfe adding one perfon more (and him the meft 
<l€ep!y interefted) to the lift of the accufers; fo that in truth, ^ 
the calling upon Major Browne in the firft inftance, was the 
moft likely way of bringing forth all the circumftances againft 
Mr. Haftings, fuppofing the tranfaftions to have been crimi-» 
na), whilft it by no means tended to produce any thing in hi$ 
favour. 

From all this it muft appear, that there was no prefump* 
tfve' grounds for a charge of criminality fufficient ta war- 
rant the difclofure of papers alledged to be of a dangerous ten^ 
dency; but, as the right honourable gentleman had faid fo 
much on that head,'he fhould take up as little of the time of 
the Houfe as poflible to give him an anfwer. He believed, 
if he were determined to prove to the Houfe, that the papers 
were really dangerous and improper to be made public, he could 
do it in a Very fliort and compendious way, to which he con- 
fefted he ftiould prove extremely averfe. This method, in fiiort, 
was, by producing them; for be would undertake to fay, that 
ilrerethey to be read by the members, there could be but one 
opinion upon them, that of cenfure againft him for confent- 
ing to grant papers of a nature fo extremely delicate, and fo 
likely to injure our interefts in India, by expofing to each 
other the views and confiderations under which each of the 
princes of that country had been governed in their arrange- 
ments with us. He had (Mr. Pitt added) been called upon 
to point out how the produftion of the papers would prove 
dangerous; but furely by making the attempt he ftiould lite- 
rally incur the danger ; for how could he explain the danger * 
of connrmunicating fecrets, without in a great meafure making 
the fecrets tliemfelves known ? He had already faid as much, 
and perhaps more, than he could with fafety/fay upon the fuh- 
}e&:; and doubtlefsit could not be fuppofed, but that if he 
confulted his own cafe rather than his duty, he mufl:wlftv^t. 
tmcc to coafcnt to granting of the papers •, ;xw3l \tA^^^^ skV^tv 
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he ConCdered, that as yet, all the papers granted, were of a 
nature calculated to fupport the charges againfl.Mr. HaftingBj 
and that thofe now moved for were (uch, as would place in a 
xnoft confpicuous point of view, the moit meritorious and 
brilliant part of his adminiftration, he could not help, from 
motives of compailion and judice, lamenting, that in com- 
pliance with his duty, he muft obje6t to their produftioD. 
The right honourable gentleman had attempted to fliew, that 
on the fame principles as thofe on which the prefent motion 
was objefted to, any delinquent fervant of the Public might 
be fcreened from puniihment and the cenfure of that Houfe 
by the bare ipfe dixit of the Minifter, " That the documents 
*' neceflary to the proof of his guilt could not be produced 
** with farety;" but when circumftanccs fuch ashehadmen« 
tioned, as well of the innocence, nay the merit, of the tranf- 
a£tion imputed as criminal, as of the extreme delicacy of the 
papers demanded were urged, could it poiTibly be faid, that the 
queftion refted upon the ipje dixit of the Minifter? Or could 
a precedent be eftabliihed under fuch circumftances as the 
prefent which could ever apply to cafes wherein thofe or fimi- 
lar circumftances did not exift? Where, on the contrary, they 
occurred, he trufted that all precedents would prove unne- 
ceftary, and that the Houfe, guided by the plain rules of 
common fenfe and political expedience, would never meet 
fuch applications with their unmerited concurrence. 
Mr. Shell- Mr, Sheridan remarked, that in fpite of the ^xtenfive ta- 
lents and brilliant eloquence of the right honourable gentle^ 
man who fpoke laft, his obfervations were much too barren 
of folid argument to oonftitute a refutuation of-the reafoning 
of his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) who had unanfwer- 
ably contended for the produflion of the papers, upon the 
proof, which he as irrefragably eftabliftied, that they con- 
tained the cleareft and moft incontrovertible evidence, of a 
negociation for an offenfive alliance entered into by Mr. 
Haftings with the country powers; nor had his right honour- 
able friend maintained by lefs unqueftlonale allegations, that 
were thefe wonderfully fecret papers divulged, no danger 
whatfoever could accrue to tlie State from their publicity. 
For his own part he muft confefs, that were he to place an 
approving confidence in the meafures of an Adminiftration, 
and any honourable member fliould move a queftion for papers 
affefting the executive government of the country, and His 
Majefty^s Minifters who were to be refponfible, ihould ftand 
up and declare, that the granting the papers would prove 
dangerous to the State, he would dcfiTt from preffing fcch t 
motion. But was this the caie now? No; the right ho-* 
nourable gentleman, as His Majefty's Minifter, was not re* 
iponiible for the advnvmfti^xvoiv Qf the executive governmeiijt 
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pftn^lia ; tlnit government was not the goveramcnt of His 
Majefty, Whofe name and authority Had no connexion with 
it ; it was merely the government of a trading Company, 
conduced by their fervants, . and therefore all ideas of 
confidence in the King's Minifters were out of die queilion. 
What was the Board of Control ? Nothing more than ano- 
ther Board of Directors, of a fuperior order indeed; arid no- 
minated by His Majefty in the firft inftance: But it wai 
rather curious, that the pight honourable and learned gentle- 
man fhould be one of the perfons (and perhnj^s the principal, , 
in talking of India fecrets, and' retufing neceflary papers on 
that ground) whfen he himfelf had formed his own motions 
for papers in 1781 and 1782, in the broadeft and mofl gene- 
ral words; calling for all the papers Velating to the revenue, 
all the papers relating to the civil government, and fo on: 
at that time, and it was a time of war, nobody dreamt of a 
fecret refpefting India. How happened it then, that when 
thecondudlof Lord Clive. was under inquiry, when every 
other India inquiry was going on, that from the earlieft pe- 
riods it had never been difcovered, that there might be a 
(late fecret in India till the year 1786. It was downright 
nonfenfe to talk with a grave face about fecrecy and the dan- 
gerous tendency of letting 'tlie papers movecl for be feen, 
when it was Well known not only what were their contents, 
but every tranfa^Sion to which they alluded. 

In order more fully to convince the Houfe that the papers 
would eftablifli a moft extraordinary feries of duplicity in the 
condufl: of Mr. Haftings, refpefling the ncgociation with the 
Mogul, Mr. Sheridan went into a detailed invefligation of 
every minute circumftance of the tranfactlons of Mnjor 
Browne, from the time of hii? leaving Calcutta, in October, 
1783, to the arrival of Mr. Haflings at Lucknow, with all 
the relative fafts of the flight of the fon of the Mogul; of 
that Prince's reception by Mr. Haftings and t])e Nabol) of 
Oude ; the feizure of the old Minifter of the Mogul by the 
Vizier Aphrafead Cawn, and the putting the Mogul into the 
hands of Madagee Scindia ;' reafoning upon each particular a^ 
"he proceeded, and deducing fuch inft^rences as he conceived 
the premifes clearly warranted : all thefe he contended, con- 
curred in proving, that Mr. Haftings had a£led in a manner ^ 
fo intricate and extraordinary, that though he by no means 
Wlfhed it to be underftood as fuggefting it either as a charge 
or an infinuation, that Mr. Haftings was confcious of being 
guilty, yet with the pureft innocence on the part of that 
gentleman, the fufpicion to which it gave rife (at leaft in hisi 
mind) wfas, that Mr. Haftings, from an idea, that the party 
he confidered as his political enemies, were in power at homcj 
might entertain a wilh to provide himfelf ^ "i^ix^^^ -aX \Vw^ 
. Vol. XIX. a F ^^^^^ 
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Cour.t of Dehll. On this occafion he muft take the liberty 
to ohferre that ntuch inconfiftency had, to appeacaDce* 
marked the condudl of a ledraed and right honourable i^en- 
tleman, (Mr. Dundas) who difcovered an averdon from either 
manfully {landing forward himfelf as the firft accufer of Mr. 
Haftings, or being at leaft a warm fupporter of the accufa- 
tion. What could be the reafon of the backwardnefs of the 
feurned and right honourable gentleman, who had built his 
fame on his conduft as acondufior of Indian inquiries ? Was 
it becaufe he thought to fecure that lltuation he bad acquired 
hy profecuting one fnppofed delinquent, that he took pains to 
protef): another ? Or was it from a kind of gratitude for 
£aft-India delinquency to which he had been fo much obliged^ 
that he chofe to be his friend, and would not, as it were, kick 
down the ladder on which he had rifen } From whatfoever 
motives a conduft fo lingular had arifen^ it was fair to point 
at the political vei fatility of the right honourable and learned 
gentleman, who could, m 1786, oppofe the fubftantiation of 
refolutions, for which, in lySa* he had particularly moved. 
1Kr> Scotu Major Aco// rofe next, and faid : The right honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Sheridan) who fpoke laft, has treated the fubjeA 
in debate in fo extraordinary a manner, that I am abfolutely 
lofl in aftoniffiment, and find it impofiible for me to follow 
him ; yet I will endeavour. Sir, by a plain and faithful rela* 
tion of fails, to render the fubjeCl intelligible to the good 
fenfe of this Iloufe; but if I were to attempt to anfwer the 
honourable gentleman's ingenious arguments in any other 
way, I iliould aiTuredly fail in the attempt. I (hall never pre- 
fume to diFpute the abilities, the wit, or the ingenuity of the 
. honourable gentleman, but I muft lay claim to fome know- 
ledge of the fubje£l before you ; and in a debate on an India 
queftion, a refidence of near fixteen years in that country 
may give me fome advantage over the honourable gentleman, 
which it would be prefumption in mc to afpire to upon any 
other. But before I proceed to detail the circumftances of 
Major Browne's negociations, permit me to remark upon a 
moft extraordinary fuppofition in the conclufion of the ho- 
nourable gentleman's fpeech ; and I am glad he mentioned it^ 
becaufe it has been already mentioned in a former debate by 
a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox). One way of ac- 
counting for Major Browne's propofal for the Briiifli govern- 
ment ct Bengal to afTift the King with troops, is, that it was 
•ntirely agreeable to Mr. Haftings ; and what renders it fo 
fufpicious is, that thefe troops were not to have Britifh offi- 
cers. The conclufion meant to be imprefled upon. the Houfe 
was, and indeed it was ftated too plainly to be mifunderftood, 
that about the time this propofal came from Major iJrowne, 
Air. Haftings had iat^lUgjeivce of certain events in England, 
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namely, the right honourable gentleman's India bill, and that 
he was providing a fecure retreat at Dehli, where he might 
refill the power of this country. An attention to dates over- 
fets this fufpicion in an inftant. The propofal for troops 
was originallv made in 06lober 1783, and the right ho- 
nourable gentleman did not bring in his bill till the following 
month. No one can believe that I had the moft diftant idea 
of the heads of that bill ; even the then chairman of the 
Court of DireSors, Sir Henry Fletcher, profefled his utter 
ignorance of it, till it was opened in this Houfe : fo that at 
once there is an end to this fufpicion. At a fubfequent pe- 
riod, in May 1784, Mr, Haflings had heard from me that the 
bill had been twice read, and committed. In his reply to that 
letter,- he had prophefied the fate of the bill ; he faid it never 
would pafs : and many gentlemen in this Houfe have feen the 
letter. But, he added, that to him it was not of the fmalleft 
confequence, lince not all the powers upon eaith fhould de- 
tain him another feafon in India, unlefs upon one condition 
— that of having complete power from England ; and of that 
he had not the fmalleft cxpeftations. He kept his word, 
for he quitted in February I775> feventeen days previous to 
the appointment of his fuccenor in England But admitting 
for a moment, that Mr. Haflings, feeling ftrong'refentment 
for the unmerited reproaches caft upon him' in England, in 
return for preferving an empire to Great Britain, had deterr 
mined within himfelf to refift that bill : is there a gentleman 
in this Houfe, who fuppofes that any thing fo abfurd, fo prer 
poflerous, or fo ridiculous, as what the two honourable gen- 
tlemen have iniinuated, could have entered into his head t 
What, Sir, to truft himfelf with fix miferable battalions of 
feapoys, without Britifh officers, in a country where there 
have been, for the laft ten years, almoft as many aflaffinar 
tions and revolutions as months ? No man who knows any 
thing of India, can, for a moment, entertain fuch a thought. 
There was one, and but one way by which fuch a plan could 
have fucceedcd, afting heart and hand with our countrymen 
in India : but Mr. Haftings at Dehli would have been more 
inconfiderable than Mr. Haftings in London. As the ho« 
nourable gentleman has mentioned that India bill, I will telji 
him what were the feelings of Gentlemen in India upon it, 
as far as I have been able to learn them, from letters, and the 
information of thofe who were at the time it was heard of 
on the fpot. Our countrymen there conceived ihey had 
rendered great and important fervices during the war, and 
that they were as fuccefsful there, as unhappily we were un- 
fortunate every where elfe : they therefore read with indig- 
nation and refentment the virulent abufe which was univer- 
fylly heftowed upon them while that bill was in its !?ro^refe 
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through this Houfe ; added to this, the general opinion was, 
that daily fupercefliorvs were to J>e expefted, fi nee removals 
and appointments in India were vefted in the Commiffioners. 
Mr. Haftings was generally, almoft univerfally eftecmed, or 
more than efteemed, and the caufe, was a common one ; if, 
therefore, he had entertained fuch ideas a^ the hpnourable 
gentleman would impute to him,Calcutta,andnotDehli, w6ul4 
ftave been his feat ojf government; J)Ut in truth, he was 
anxious ^o conclude his bufinefs with the Vizier, and to em- 
bark for his native country- Having ftated this, Sir, I fliall 
now beg leave tci reply to all the ingenious argument^ of the 
Jionouraible gentleman by a ftrift relation of facSis. 

On the 20th of Auguft, J 7 82, Major Browne, was by th^ 
Governor General and Council, not by Mr. Hafiings, ap- 
pointed Minifter from the Brjtifli government to the Mogul; 
the inftruflions were given by Mr. Haftings, with the know- 
ledge and concurrence of the Board, and the material parts 
^ave been read by the right honourable gentleman below me. 
The policy of the embauy has not been difputed, In March, 
1783, thefe inftrudtfons were refcinded. In Odlobcr, 1783, 
before Major Browne had had an interview with the King, 4 
propofition came from His Majefty and his Minifter, to the 
Governor peneral and Council for troops to affift him. The 
Marattah peace, which had not been ratified when Major 
Browne was deputed, was at this time fully fettled ; Mr* 
Haltings recommended a compliance with the King's requeft, 
but his Council rejecSled the propofition, and there it ended. 
It "is neceffary to obferve that at this time, and for fom^ 
months before, very violent difputes fuhfifled in the Council, 
and Mr. Haftings was in a minority. Thefe difputes conti- 
nued^ till in the latter end of December the Board agreed to 
Jeave .the province of Oude to the managem|nt of ^Mr. Haf- 
tings, he relieving them from the refponlibility, and he con-^ 
renting to it. On the 20th of January, 1 784, Major Browne'i 
Jetter of the 30th of December, 1783, was received and fent 
in circulation to the other members. The bufinefs of Oudet 
was at this time the great fubjeft of attention, and the Board 
had two months before declared to aflift the King. In ten 
days after this, Mr. Haftings, ftill in a minority, quitted Calr 
cutta, and expreflly confined by his credentials to the execu- 
tion of that bufinefs for which he was deputed, namely, to 
aflift the Vizier in fettling' his country, and to recover the 
debts due from him to the Company. The power of re- 
moving Major Browne lay with the Board in Calcutta, who 
were not at that time, nor were till juft before his departure 
for Europe, very well inclined towards Mr. Haftings : they 
did not remove him ; but there was no farther application 
jfron^ hiifl or the l^ing fot m'vUuv^ ^.fiiftance at that time. In 
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the month of May* while Mr, Haftings was deeply englged 
in arranging the affairs of the Nabob Vizier, the Prince ar- 
rived in the vicinity of Lucknowj and I can affert it for 4 
ifaft, upon the folemn affurances of Mr. Haftings, and every 
gentleman *then with him, that he was utterly ignorant of 
his flight, and that he took every ftep in his power to prevent 
his coming to Lucknow; but when it was not to be avoided, 
he thought it proper to receive him in a manner fuited to the 
dignity of the Prince's ftation in Indoftan. His anfwer to 
the Prince was furely wife and true. The King and his Mi-. • 
pi fter afterwards fent a formal embaffy to require the Prince's 
rfstorn, and Major Browne was charged with feparate com* 
tpands from the King : whether Mr. Haftings was right or . 
wrong in his judgement, it is certain that he thought this a 
favourable moment to aflift the King. He earneftly prefied 
his Council to grant him authority, but they peremptorily re* 
fufed it ; and here this fecond negociation ended. Mr. Haf- 
ting? never buoyed the King or the Prince- up with an idea 
that he had any power to aiTift them, without firft receiving 
the fanfiion of his Council — One point is curious: 

The right honourable gentleman has quoted two refoluti- 
pns to prove, tJiat to interfere unneceilarily in the difputes of 
. the .Gpuntry powers, is contrary to the wife of this Houfe. 
Mr. Haftings quoted a third to his Council, to prove that 
it was the wifliof this Honfc that the firft favourable oppor« 
tunity fliould be feized of doing him a fervice ; for if the re- 
folution does not mean thus much^ it means nothing. I de- 
Are it may be read : 

Refoived, " That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
** the conduft of the Company and their fervants in India to 
** the King, and Nudjiff Cawn, with refped to the tribute 
** payable to the ^ne, and the ftipend to the other, and with 
<* refpedk to the transifer of the provinces of Corah and Ilia- 
" habad to the Vizier, was contrary to policy and good 
'^ faith ; and that fuch wife and pratSlicable meafures fliout4 
f< be adopted in future, as n>aj tend to redeem the national 
" Jionour> and recover the conftdence and attachment of tlm 
f* Princes of India." 

Now, Sir, this refolution is an ample juftification for Mr. 
Haftings, if he could aflift the King without an unneceflary 
interference in the differences of the country powers ; hut a^ 
his Council would not agree with him, he formally declared 
)ihat he could not aifift the Mogul, though all parties agreed 
ip granting an afylwm to the Prince, and the Nabob Vizier- 
cheerfully afforded him the means of fubfiftence, 

I muft defire to obferve, that Mr. Haftings's deputation to 
X'Ucknow had no connexion of any fort with Major Browne^a 
uegqciatio^s, Tb^rc had bcea very violcat dvf^^te^ ^x 
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Luctnow between the Vizier and Hyder Beg Cawn on the one 
port, and Mr, Bri-ftow on the other. Thelie were referred ta 
Calcutta, and Mr. Haftings differed with hi« Council eflen- 
tblly upon the fuhjedls in difpute. From May to December^ 
1783, thefe differences continued; and then the Coundl 
agreed to yield to Mr. Haftings, provided he would enfurfi 
the payment of the Company's debt. He acceded to the 
terms ; he prepared, on the Vizier*s invitatfon, to go to 
Lncknow : his offer was accepted by the Board, and his cre- 
dential confined him to the two points of affifting the Vizier, 
and recoverii^ the balances due from his Excellency to the 
Cbmpany. Thefe were in faft the only two points on which 
Mr. Haftings was deputed, and therefore his credentiabi 
which this rloufe has ordered to day to be printed, were in 
erery refped proper and ample. It is furely a ftrange con- 
cluiion to draw, that Mr. Haftings wanted to involve the na- 
tion in another war^ becaufe he declared his opinion to hii 
Council, that if powers were granted to him he would efiec- 
tnally affift the King, and make his fituation much more 
comfortable than it had been for years* If we are to judge ' 
from another event, we muft think that Mr. Haftings could 
have performed what he promifed. There was hardly a man 
in India who conceived a pofiibility of his doing what hs did 
to extricate the Vizier at Lucknow, or to recover the Com* 
pany's debt. The honourable gentleman has faid that Mr. 
Haitings's letter of the 30th of April, and the poftfcript of 
the 13th of May, were printed by me, and publicly read in 
a Court of Proprietors, and that therefore it is abfurd to 
withhold the other papers. He is very near corredt in this 
fiatement, but I will relate it exadlly as it happened. I de- 
clare upon my honour that I did not receive a copy of that 
letter from Mr. Haftings» but merely a fmall letter upon a 
quarter of a ftieet of paper, which came in the Company's 
over-land packet, and was delivered to me at the India Houfe. 
This letter, which many gentlemen have feen, contained the 
prophecy of Mr. Haftings, that the right honourable gentle- 
snan*s bill would never pafs, and his mere declaration to re- 
turn the following feafon to Europe; but I confefs I was 
very defirous to get at the letter to the Direflors ; and I will 
tell the honourable gentleman why. When the right ho- 
nourable gentleman brought in his India bill, the Houfe and 
this country were told that the balance due from the Vizier 
to the Company was above 750,0001. and never could be 
paid, and it was ftruck out of the Dire(5lors' ftatement. Mr. 
Haftings's public letter contained authentic accounts that the 
»teft part was adlually paid in April, 1784, and an ample 
provided for liquidating the remainder, as well as for 
current fubtidy *, ^ud tVittt (^o^vy^^ Vvvt^ been folly fu{&- 
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cicnt, as later advices prove. Now, Sir, I do confefs, that 
the triumph of party, by which we are all apt at times to be 
a<Sluated, did induce me to wifli that by fome means or other 
the public ihould be informed how erroneous the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's Aatement in a very material infiance 
had been proved to be. The only way to get at the letter 
was to propofe its being read at a General Court. This W9 
did : the Chairman (Mr, Devaynes) objected to it, but we 
were too anxious to get at the main point, to attend to his 
pbje^lions, and the letter was read. I bad then a right to a 
copy of it, which I fent to Mr. Debrett to publifh ; but being 
defired by feveral gentlemen not topubliih it, I prevented its 
coming out, even after it was printed. £ut when Mr. De« 
brett had aflually procured a copy from another channel, I 
then, thought he might as well fend mine forth; and this is 
the ilate of the tranfadion. It was a mere party triumph, 
and not a very unreafonable one, when it was conhdered how 
deeply the right honourable gentleman had committed him* 
fdf on the moil material point of the letter in queftion. 

The honourable gentleman has aflerted that the Vizier 
had no arn^y except our forces, commanded by Britifli offi- 
cers. Good God ! Sir, where can he pick up his intelligence? 
The Vizier's army, I believe, confills of 50,000 men, 159OOO 
of which are cavalry. Our force in his country confided 
of one brigade at Cawnpore, fix battalions at Futtyghear* 
and a fmall corps at Lucknow ; but his own army is very 
confiderable. I will afiure the right honourable gentleman 
that I never faw Mr. Haftings's fecret letter of the i6ih 
June, 1784, to the Secret Committee of the Court of Direc- 
tors, till 1 read it in his letter book, fince this fubje£t was 
agitated. By that letter it appears that he gave the Court of 
Piredlors the earlieft intelligence of his views in favour of 
the King, and of their being counteraSed by the refuifal of 
his counfel to grant him powers. This following extra6l the 
honourable gentleman has not favoured us with, though the 
words are contained in the letter he has in part read ; ** My 
" objeft is, with the poffeflion of authority, to exhibit it as a 
" means of negqciations, not to ejcercife it ; and I am mo- 
*' rally certaiiv th^t had I pofleffed fuch a power at the time 
** in which the event I have defcribed took place, aqd while 
•* the minds of the principal aftors were enfeebled with the 
.** recent agitation of it, I could have eafily dictated the 
5* terms both of the King's deliverance from his prefent thral,- 
" dom, and his fon's return." Mr. Haftings did not poiTefs 
the powers the council continued to refufe the powers, and 
he did nothing; but was it criminal in him to afk for them, 
in order, as he thought, to perform a fervice acceptable to the 
Mogul, this nation, and the Eaft^India Company ? I am fea- 
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fible. Sir, that I have not preferved a proper connexion in 
the detail I have atteftipted to give you ; 1 will therefore re- 
capitulate in a few words what [ meant to ftate to the Hotife^ 
declaring at the fame time, that I have my information from 
Mr. Haftings ; and that Major Browne himfelf will, in aH 
probabih'ty, be in England in twenty days : Major Browne 
iRras appointed the 20th of Auguft, 1782, Minifter from the 
Gbvernment of Bengal to Dehli. His inftruftions were -read 
artd approved by the Board, then confifting of Mr. Whelcr 
and Mr. Macpherfon, and confequehtly were the Board*s in- 
flruflionst. From this tifne he had no farther conimunkation 
with Mr.» Haft'mgs, nor any inftruftions at any time from 
him but thcfe which I have mentioned. Mr. Hailings did ! 
not once write to Major Browne, or fee him in Auguft, 1782, 
till after be left Calcutta himfelf in February, 1784. Va- 
rious obfl ruftions prevented Major Browne's arrival at Dehli, 
till a yeai: and a half after his appointment ; in March, 1783, 
the Inftrudtions were refcinded. Mr. Stubbs then being 
added to the Board, and Sir Eyre Coote. having returned 
from the CJourt for a fhort period, from May, 1783,' to the '/ 
20th of January, 1784, Mr. Haftings was in a minority. 
in Ofiobier, 1783, the propofal for afEfting the King with 
troops was debated. Mr. Haftings was for affifting him; 
the other members were againft it; and there it dropped. 
The fame propofal was again repeated, though perhaps in dif- 
ferent w ords, by Major Browne, on the 30th of December, 
1783. This was received the 20th of January, 17B4, and 
fubmitte<3 to the Board, Mr. Haftings all the time in a mino- 
rity. It does not apperr that the Board did any thing upon 
this matter, or that they ever took it up after ; hut Mr. Haf- 
tings is not to be cenfured for that; he left Calcutta a very 
few day^ after, and was much indifpofed at the time. The 
Council had the power of recalling Major Browne, if they 
thought he had exceeded his inftrudtions, which were, to en- 
courage rather than to difcourage a propofition foirtroops. 
They did not recall him ; nor did they reply to his letters as 
I know of; but with this Mr. H.iftings had nothing to do. 
At a diftance of five months after the Prince's flight from 
Dehli, Major Browne came to Lucknow in Jur>e, 1784, 
eameftly intreated by the Mogul to explain the particulars 
©f his situation, and to folicit afiiftance againft Afirafiab 
Cawn ; but the propofal of the qcth of December, 1783, was 
to co-operate with Affrafiab Cawn and the 'King. Mr. 
Haftings deemed the moment a favourable one to affift His 
Majefty ; he applied to his Council for powers; he wrote to 
the Diredlors over land that he had done fo : the powers were 
rcfufed and the bufinefs ended. Mr. Haftings left LucknoW 
in Auguft, and India l\ve f e;bi\x;iT^ tiVVoN^m^j. 
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■. Lord North faid, that, rifing at fo late an hoar) he did not Ld. tfortli 
. hiean, by tedious remarks, to prefs upon the nearly worn-out 
: patience of the Houle, but ftiould fit down immediately after 

having made feme ftiort and neceflary obfervatiohs. TTie 

honourable gentleman (Major Scott) who fpoke laft, had de- 
. clared that the Supreme Council at Calcutta refufed to affift 
- the Mogul with any troops : yet, ftrange to tell ! in the let- 

Htcr from Major Browne were thefe words : ** We oifered to 

•* treat ; he accepted : We annexed conditions ; he approved 
. ** of them.". This, furely, was dealing iri plurals !—^We ! 

iiot.l! M ght it not, therefore, without abfurd it y« becon^ 
.eluded^ that the Council at Calcutta had faid " no ** to Major 
-Browne, meaning. that Major Browne (hould fiy " yes at 
-I>e]hi? But, doubtlefsj the ingenuity of the honourable gen- 
rtleman could either eltplain away or bring into full confif-^ 
. tency the fingular difagreements in the accounts of the tranf* 

aftion. Having remarked that he felt it neceflary to repeat 
-his declaration, daring the courfe of a preceding debate, that 
.the French had nothing to do at EVhli, Lord North con- 

tiuded by defiring his right honouhable and learned friend 
. |Mf. Dundas) to accept of his ccmgratulaticins U(:on the vaft 
. renown which he had acquired by formerly niovif«g the refi> 
. lotions, atid at the fame time to give him credit for the a0er« 

tion that had he now mamtained them his political reputatieh 

would have received a moft confiderable increafe. 
The Houfe divided- 
Ayes - - - 73 

Noes -----.--* 140 

Majority - - 67 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ 20th March,, 

Mr. Dundaz moved, «* That the bill be committed JFof the Mr. Dmii 
fenfuing Wednefday. dw- 

Mr. Francis objected to fo early a day, and obferred, that Mr.frsa* 
riot only on account of the great importance of the bill, and 6u 
the material alterations which it mide in the principles of the 
conftitiition, it ought to be fufFered to go through all the 
iifual delays of parh'an^eiitary proceedings, but befcaufe the un- 
tifuial fcircomftance attended it, of its being brought in on the 
fame day in which leave had been granted for it. He hoped^ 
therefore, that the right honourable and learned gentlemaa 
wbuid allow a longer interval for the commitment. 

Mr. Ditndai contended for the rieceflity of an fearly day, ACr.Dtt? 
in order that the bill might go out to lad\2i viwVi \>Nt ?cl\^x^»** 
jhortlf intended CO fail. The citcumftactvca oi \x^ \«sv\^ 

Ygl. XIX9 3 G \w^t^v 
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brought in on tbe day in which leave had been obtained, was 
no reafon for delay, becaufe it did riot prodced. from any 
haftinefs in the mover, but from the accident of the motion 
for leave being made for two days by the difappointment of a 
ballot for an eledlion committee, which rendered it necefiary 
to make every amends poffihle in point of time. 
Ifcfr.JolUirc. Mr. Jolliffe exprcffed his earnejft wifhes that a dday of 
fome days might be had on a queilion of fuch infinite impor- 
tance, by which the conftitution of this country was to be fo 
very materially altered. He forefaw that by this bill, the 
trial by Jury wa& to be laid afide ; for the foundation was 
hereby laid to fubvert and deflroy that deareft and moft va- 
Ixublo privilege of Engliftimen. Our lives, our liberty^ oar 
property, and our charadters were all dependent on this in- 
ilitution; and the edablifhing a new mode of trial, was ad- 
mitting the principle that trials might be had without juries, 
which, if once eftablilhed, might be carried to any length. 
It therefore was but right that the country fhould know 
wiiat ah attempt wafe making. Th6re was another great ob- 
je£tion to this bill : it eflabliflied the moft enormous power 
in the hands of Government that ever was heard of; It was, 
in fa6t, the moft mqnftroug ftride to incr6afe the pt>wer of 
the Crowti that had been made at any period; and although 
the preiTeht mihirfry, or the next, might not mifufe it, the 
. confequences might prove dreadfuU It was no lefs than 
giving abfolute dominion into the hands of the government 
over every man who came from India. He was to giv^ an 
^ account of his acquifitions to the Board of Control only, 
and theymight either proceed agaioft him for perjury, in de- 
livering in a faife account, or tor peculation, or any crime 
which they might chifrge agarnft him to have been committed 
in India, or they might withhold, the proceeding as they 
pleafed. This put all the wealth of the Eaft entirely at their 
difpofal. For thefe reafons, but moft efpecially on account 
of the alteration df the trial by jtiryj he moved, *• That 
•* the bill (hbuld be comnritted for Friday inftead of \Ved«^ 
♦* nefdnv." . 

The Hojfe divided on the amendment-^ 

Ayes -----•-.- i^ 
Noes ,• ^ ..-•.-- "53 

Majority - - 34 

The original queftion for Wednelday was then pUt and 

carried. 

Sir Adam Sit Mam Fifgufon moved the petition of Mr. Fergufon^ 

Fcf^ufcn. complaining of an undue eleftion for Aberdeen ; an4 moved^ 

** That it Uii^ht le taken into confidcration on Tuefday the 

** 2d of May. 
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The Earl of Fife rofe, and informed the Houfe, that Mr, The Earl of 
Skene, the member for the county of Aberdeen, was not in ^*^"^* 
tofwn. He intended to be in town in two weeks. He had 
no idea that there was any defign of prefenting a petition 
againft his eleSion. Lord Fife added, that he had written 
to Mr. Skene to hurry him up, and he was certain he would 
be here about the end of this week. He defired to be under- 
ftood, as not to infinuate the fmalleft wifli for any delay in 
hearing the merits of this petition; on the contrary, he did 
pledge himfelf to the Houfe for his honourable friend in his; ^ 
abfence, that the earlieft day which they could name, con- 
iiftent with their forms, and other bufmefs, would be the 
moft agreeable to Mr. Skene. Lord Fife therefore moved 
an amendment to Sir Adam's motion, ** That in place of the 
<*. 2d of May, Thurfday the 27th of April might be the 
<<:day;" which, after fome converfation, an^ the queftion 
^)eing put, was agreed tp without a diyifiont 
' The Houfe adjourned, 

Tucfday^ 21^ March. , 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt having obferved that the fubje£k to Mr.cban- 
which he muft intrcat the attention 6f the Houfe required acc^of ft"' 

. much fpeedier difpatch than Mfas unexceptionat>ly confifient 
with the forms of Parliament, added, that the Yoorberg, a 
Dutch outward-bound Eaft Indiaman, had been forced into 
Dartmouth bay by ftrefs of weather, with the crew in very 
bad health ; that numbers of the perfons on board had died 
iince their arrival ; that it was the opinion of phyficians, that 
if they continued longer on board, this fever would become 
more dangerous, and that if they were brought on ihore they 
might be much ipoie eafily recovered ; that fuch an alarm 
had gone abroad among the people as rendered it impoffible 
to provide accommodation for them ; that a petition had 
been fent to His Majefty to relieve thofe unfortunate perfona 
in fuch a manner as he was enabled to have carried into ex- 
ecution; but that it was not in His Majefly's power to do any 
thing without the affiftance of Parliament. The Houfe had 
a precedent to go by in the quarantine laws, which he would ' ^ 
beg leave to recommend for their adoption in the prefent cafe, 
and he hoped that where policy and humanity were fo 
ftror\gly in favour of difpatch, the bill which he ftiould move 
for would be allowed to be brought in and pafled during tlie 
courfe of the day. The objeft of his bill was, to inveft three 
commifSoners with powers to take a fufficient portion of 
ground for the purpofe of erefting tempoTat'^ bwMvcv^%^ ^q\ 
the accommodation of the crew at a proper A^v^^mce V^^\i^ 

fxpremd in the bill) from any dwelUnc\\oufe^ v ;xYv(i ^^x^^icvsx 
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brought in on tbe day in which leave had been obtained, wai 
no reafoti for delay, becaufe it did riot prodced. from any 
haftinefs in the mover, but from the accident of the motion 
for leave being made for two days by the difappointment of a 
ballot for an eledlion committee, which rendiered it necefiary 
to make every amends poffihle in point of time. 
IkfrJoUilTc. Mr. JoUiffe exprcffed his earnejft wifhes that a delay of 
fome days might be had on a queilion of fuch infinite impor- 
tance, by which the conftitution of this country was to befo 
very materially altered. He torefaw that by this bill, the 
trial by jury wa& to be laid afide; for the foundation was 
hereby laid to fubvert and deilroy that deareft and moft va- 
Jxublo privilege of Engliftimen. Our lives, our liberty^ onr 
property, and our charadters were all dependent on this in* 
ilitution; and the edablifhing a new mode of trial, was ad- 
mitting the principle that trials might be had without juries, 
which, if once eftablithed, might be carried to any length. 
It therefore was but right that the country fhould know 
what ah attempt wafe making. There was another great ob- 
jedkion to this bill : it eflabliflied the moft enormous power 
in the hands of Government that ever was heard of; jt was, | 
in fa6t, the moft mqnftroug ftride to incr6afe the pt>wer of < 
the Crowti that had been made at any period; and although ! 
the prefeht mihirfry, or the next, might not mifufe it, the 
. confequences might prove dreadful. It was no lefs than 
giving abfolute dominion into the hands of the government 
over every man who came from India. He was to giv^ an 
^ account of his aci:iuiritions to the Board of Control only, 
and theymight either proceed agaioft him for perjury, in de- 
livering in a falfe account, or for peculation, or any crime 
which they might chifrge againft him to have been committed 
in India, or they might withhold, the proceeding as they 
pleafed. This put ail the wealth of the Eaft entirely at their 
difpofal. For thefe reafons, but moft efpeciiilJy on account 
of the alteration df the trial by jtiry^ he moved, *• That 
'* the bill (hbuld be comnritted for Friday inftead of \Ved«^ 
♦* nefday." . 

The Ho'jfe divided on the amendment-^ 

Ayes ---..-... 19 
Noes ,•....-.-. "53 

.. Majority - - 34 

The original queftion for IVednelday was then pUt an J 
carried. 
Sir Adam Sir Jclam Firgufon moved the petition of Mr. Fcrgufouj 
Fcfi^uion. complaining of an undue eleftion for Aberdeen ; an4 moved^ 
V That it rtiight l« taken into conUdcration on Toefday the 
^* 2d. of May. 
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The Earl of Fife rofe, and informed the Houfe, that Mr. the Earl of 
Skene, the member for the county of Aberdeen, was not in ^*^"^* 
tofwn. He intended to be in town in two weeks. He had 
no idea that there was any defign of prefenting a petition 
againft his eleSion. Lord Fife added, that he had written 
to Mr. Skene to hurry him up, and he was certain he would 
be here about the end of this week. He defired to be under- 
ftood, as not to infinuate the fmalleft wifh for any delay in 
hearing' the merits of this petition; on the contrary, he did 
pledge himfelf to the Houfe for his honourable friend in his - 
abfence, that the earlieft day which they could name, con- 
fiftent with their forms, and other bufmefs, would be the 
moft agreeable to Mr. Skene. Lord Fife therefore moved 
an amendment to Sir Adam's motion, " That in place of the 
<*. 2d of May, ITiurfday the syth of April might be the 
«:day;" which, after fome coriverfation, an(^ the queftion 
^eing put, was agreed tp without a diyifiont 
^ The Houfe adjourne4» 

Tuefdayy 2 1& March. , 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt having obferved that the fubje£k tp Mr.cban- 
which he muft intrcat theattentionbf the Houfe required ac«% ^*"' 
much fpeedier difpatch than Mfas unexceptiona^ly coniiileAt 
with the forms of Parliament, added, that the Yodrberg, a 
Dutch outward-bound Eaft Indiaman, had been forced into 
Dartmouth bay by ftrefs of weather, with the crew in very 
bad health ; that number^ of the perfons on board had died 
fince their arrival ; that it was the opinion of phyficians, that 
if they continued longer on board, this fever would become 
more d;|ngerous, and that if they were brought on fliore they 
might be much ijioie eafily recovered ; that fuch an alarm 
had gone abroad among the people as rendered it impofEble 
to provide accommodation for them ; that a petition had 
been fent to His Majefty to relieve thofe unfortunate perfona 
in fuch a manner as he was enabled to have carried into ex- 
ecution; but that it was not in His Majefly's power to do any 
thing without the affiftance of Parliament. The Houfe had 
a precedent to go by in the quarantine laws, which he would ' ^ 
beg leave to recommend for their adoption in the prefent cafe, 
and he hoped that where policy and humanity were fo 
ftror\gly in favour of difpatch, the bill which he ftiould move 
for would be allowed to be brought in and pafled during tlie 
courfe of the day. The objeft of his bill was, to inveft three 
commiffioners with powers to take a fufficient portion of 
ground for the purpofe of erefting tempoT^^T'^ bwMvcv^^^ ^ort 
the accommodation of the crew at a pTopei d[\ft.awce ^o\i^ 
exprel&d in the bill) from any dwelUnc\vo\xfe^ \ ^xvCj. >n^\^^^ 
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Cour^t of Dehlu On this occafion he muft take the liberty 
to obferve that irtuch inconiiftency had, to appeacance^ 
marked the condufl of a leiirned and right honourable gen- 
tleman, (Mr. Dundas) who difcovered an averiion from either 
manfully {landing forward himfelf as the firft accufer of Mr. 
Hailings, or being at leaft a warm fupporter of the accufa* 
tion. What could be the reafon of the backwardnefs of the 
learned and right honourable gentleman, who had built his 
fame on his condud as acondufior of Indian inquiries ? Was 
it becaufe be thought to fecure that lituation he had aojuired 
by profecuting one fnppofed delinquent, that he took pams to 
prote6t another ? Or was it from a kind of gratitude for 
£aft-India delinquency to which he had been fo much obliged, , 
that he chofe to be his friend, and would not, as it were, kick 
down the ladder on which he had rifen ? From whatfoever 
motives a condufi: fo fingular had arifen, it was fair to point 
at the political vei fatility of the right honourable and learned 
gentleman, who could, m 1786, oppofe the fubftantiation of 
refolutions, for which, in 1782, he had particularly moved. 
!!ffa> ScotL Major Scott rofe next, and faid : The right honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Sheridan) who fpoke lad, has treated the fubjeA 
in debate in fo extraordinary a manner, that I am abfolutely 
lofl in afloni/hment, and find it impoflible for me to follow 
him ; yet I will endeavour. Sir, by a plain and faithful rela- 
tion ot fafts, to render the fubjeCt intelligible to the good 
fenfe of this Iloufe; but if I were to attempt to anfwer the 
honourable gentleman's ingenious arguments in any other 
way, 1 lliould aflbredly fail in the attempt, I (hall never pre- 
fume to dirpute the abilities, the wit, or the ingenuity of the 
, honourable gentleman, but I muft lay claim to fome know- 
ledge of the fubjeiS); before you ; and in a debate on an India 
queftion, a refidence of near fixteen years in that country 
may give me fome advantage over the honourable gentleman, 
which it would be prefumption in me to afpire to upon any 
other. But before I proceed to detail the circumftances of 
Major Browne's ncgociations, permit me to remark upon a 
moft extraordinary fuppofition in the concluHon of the ho- 
nourable gentleman*s fpeech; arid I am glad he mentioned it, 
becaufe it has been already mentioned in a former debate by 
a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox). One way of ac- 
counting for Major Browne's propofal for the Briiifti govern- 
ment of Bengal to affift the King with troops, is, that it was 
entirely agreeable to Mr. Haftings ; and what renders it fo 
fufpicious is, that thefe troops were not to have Britifh offi- 
cers. The conclufion meant to be impreiled upon. the Houfe 
was, and indeed it was ftated too plainly to be mifunderftood, 
that about the time this propofal came from Major l^^rowne, 
Mr. Haflings had mtclUgjaivc^ of certain events in England, 
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namely, the right honourable gentleman's India bill, and that 
he was providing a fecure retreat at Dehli, where he might 
refift the power of this country. An attention to dates over- 
fets this fufpicion in an inflant* The propofai for troops 
was originally made in Oflober 1783, and the right ho- 
nourable gentleman did not bring in his bill till the following 
month. No one can believe that I had the mod diftant idea 
of the heads of that bill ; even the then chairman of the 
Court of Direftors, Sir Henry Fletcher, profefled his utter 
ignorance of it, till it was opened in this Houfe : fo that at 
once there is an end to this fufpicion. At a fubfequent pe« 
riod, in May 1784, Mr. Haftings had heard from me that the 
bill had been twice read, and committed. In his reply to that 
letter, he had prophefied the fate of the bill ; he faid it never 
would pafs : and many gentlemen in this Houfe have feen the 
letter. But, he added, that to him it was not of the fmalleft 
confequence, fince not all the powers upon eaith fhould de- 
tain him another feafon in India, unlefs upon one condition 
— that of having complete power from England ; and of that 
he had not the fmalleft expectations. He kept his wordj, 
for he quitted in February 177 5i feventeen days previous to 
the appointment of his fucceflbr in England But admitting 
for a moment, that Mr. Haftings, feeling ftrong^refentment 
for the unmerited reproaches caft upon him in England, in 
return for preferving an empire to Great Britain, had deter^ 
mined within himfelf to refift that bill : is there a gentleman 
in this Houfe, who fuppofes that any thing fo abfurd, fo pre- 
poflerous, or fo ridiculous^ as what the two honourable gen- 
tlemen have iniinuated, could have entered into his head f 
What, Sir, to truft himfelf with fix miferable battalions of 
feapoys, without Britifli officers, in a country where there 
have been, for the laft ten years, almoft as many afTaflinar 
tions and revolutions as months ? No man who knows any 
thing of India, can, for a moment, entertain fuch a thought. 
There was one, and but one way by which fuch a plan could 
have fucceeded, a6ling heart and hand with our countrymen 
in India : but Mr. Haftings at Dehli would have been more 
inconfiderable than Mr. Haftings in London. As the ho« 
nourable gentleman has mentioned that India bill, I will tell 
him what were the feelings of Gentlemen in India upon it, 
as far as I have been able to learn them, from letters, and the 
information of thofe who were at the time it was heard of 
on the fpot. Our countrymen there conceived ihey had 
rendered great and important fervices during the war, arid 
that they were as fuccefsful there, as unhappily we were un- 
fortunate every where elfe : they therefore read with indig- 
nation and refentment the virulent abufe which was univer- 
j&ll Y beftowcd upon them while that bill was in. it^ 5jto^^& 

5 F a <icaQKis^> 
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through this Houfe; added to this, the general opinion was, 
that daily fuperceiSons were to be expefted, (1 nee removals 
and appointitiCnts in India were veiled in the Cominiflioners. 
Mr. Haftings was generally, almoft univerfally efteemed, or 
more than efteemed, and the caufe. was a common one; if, 
therefore, he had entertairjed fuch ideas a? the hpnourablo 
gentleman would impute to him,Calcutta,andnot Dehli, wbul4 
^ave been his feat of government; but in truth, he was 
anxious lo conclude his bufinefs with the Vizier, and to em- 
bark for his native country. Having ftated thi|^, Sir, I ihall 
now beg leave to reply to all the ingenious argument^ of the 
Jionouraible gentleman by a ftrift relation of fafls. 

On the 20th of Auguft, 1782, Major Bro>ync, was by the 
Governor General and Council, not by Mr. Haftings, ap- 
pointed Minifter from the Brjtiih government to the Mogul; 
the inftruflions were given by Mr. Haftings, with the know- 
ledge and concurrence of the Board, and the material parts 
jiave been read by the right honourable gentleman below me. 
The policy of the embaffy has not been difputed, In March, 
1783, tliefe lnftru£lions were refcinded. In 06lober, 1783, 
before Major Browne had had an interview with the King, 4 
propiofirion came from His Majefty and his Minifter, to the 
Governor General and Council for troops to affift him. The 
Marattah peace, which had not been rati^ed when Major 
Browne was deputed, was at this time fully fettled: Mr# 
Hafthig.s recommended a compliance with the King's requeft, 
but his Council rejeiled the propoCtion, and there it ended. 
It is neceffary to obferve that at this time, and for fom^ 
months before, very violent difputes fubfifled in the Council, 
and Mr. Haftings was in a minority. Thefe difputes conti- 
inued, till in the latter end of December the Board agreed to 
leave the province of Oude to the management of ^Mr. Hat 
jings, he relieving them from the refponlibility, and he con- 
fenting to it. On the 20th of January, 1 784, Major Browne's 
Jetter of thef 30th of December, 1783, was received and fent 
in circulation to the other members. The bufinefs of Oude 
was at this time the great fubjedl of attention, and the Board 
had two months before declared to afiift the Kipgi in ten 
days after this, Mr. Haftings, ftill in a minority, quitted. CaU 
cutta, and expreffly confined by his credentials to the execu- 
tion of that bufinefs for which he was deputed, namely, to 
aflift the Vizier in fettling' his country, and to recover the 
debts dpe from him to the Company. The power of re- 
jnoving Major Browne lay with the Board in Calcutta, who 
were not at that time, nor were till juft before his departure 
for Europe, very well inclined towards Mr. Haftings : they 
did not remove him ; but there was no farther application 
fron^ hiip or the l^in^ foi m\V\UY^ ^ffi.fl.gLnce at that time. In 
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the month of May» while Mr. Haftings was deeply englged 
in arranging the afFairs of the Nabob Vizier, the Prince ar- 
rived in the vicinity of Lucknowj and I can aiTert it for 4 
faft, upon the folemn aflurances of Mr. Haftings, and every 
gentleman *then with him, that he was utterly ignorant of 
his flight, and that he took every ftep in his power to prevent 
his coming to Lucknow; but when it was not to be avoided, 
he thought it proper to receive him in a manner fuited to the 
dignity of the Prince's ftation in Indoftan. His anfwer to 
the Prince was furely wife and true. The King and his Mi-. • 
pifter afterwards fent a formal embaiTy to require the Prince's 
rieturn, and Major Browne was charged with feparate com- 
mands from the King : whether Mr. Haftings was right or 
ixrrong in his judgement, it is certain that he thought this a 
favourable moment to aflift the King. He earneftly prefted 
his Council to grant him authority, but they peremptorily re- 
fufed it ; and here this fecond negociation ended. Mr. Haf- 
tings never buoyed the King or the Prince* up with an idea 
idiat he had any power to aflift them, without iirft receiving 
the fanftion of his Covmcil — One point is curious: 

The right honourable gentleman has quoted two refoluti- 
pns to prove, tliat to interfere unneceflarily in the difputes of 
. the .cpuntry powers, is contrary to the wilh of this Houfe. 
Mr. Haftings quoted a third to his Council, to prove that 
it was the wifliof this Houfe that the firft favourable oppor- 
tunity fhould be feized of doing him a fervice ; for if the re- 
folution does not mean thus much^ it means nothing. I de- 
iire it may be read : 

Refolved, " That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
'f the conduct of the Company and their fervants in India to 
V the King, and Nudjiff Cawn, with refpedl to the tribute 
** payable to the ^ne, and the ftipend to the other, and with 
<* refpedk to the transfer of the provinces of Corah and Illa- 
" habad to the Vizier, was contrary to policy and good 
«^ faith ; aiid that fuch wife and pradlicable raeafures fliouM 
*< be adopted in future, as may tend to redeem the national^ 
*» Jionour> and recover the confidence and attachment of tb« . 
f* Princes of India." 

Now, Sir, this refolution is an ample juftification for Mr, 
Haftings, if he could aflift the King without an unneceflary 
interference in the differences of the country powers ; but as 
his Council would not 4gree with him, he formally declared 
lihat he could not aflift the Mogul, though all parties agreed 
i.n granting an afylum to the Prince, and the Nabob Vizier 
cheerfully aftbrded him the means of fubfiftence. 

I muft defire toobferve, that Mr. Haftings's deputation to 
I^ucknow had no conticflion of any fort with Major Browne's 
pegqciatioqs. Tberc had bnea very violeat dif^ute^ ^1 
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through this Houfe ; added to this, the general opinion was, 
that daily fuperceflioi>s were to be expefted, fi nee removals 
and appointiiiCnts in India were veiled in the Commiflioners. 
Mr. Haftings was generally, almoft univerfally efteemed, or 
more than eAeemed, and the caufe. was a cpmmon one ; if, 
therefore, he had entertained fuch ideas a? the hpnourabla 

fentleman would impute to him, Calcutta, and not Dehli, wbul4 
ave been his feat of government; but in truth, he was 
anxious ^o conclude his bufinefs with the Vizier, and to em- 
bark for his native country. Having ftated this, Sir, I ihall 
now beg leave to reply to ail the ingerjious arguments of the 
honouraible gentleman by a ftrift relation of fafls. 

On the 20th of Auguft, 1782, Major Browne, was by th^ 
Governor General and Council, not by Mr. failings, ap- 
pointed Minifter from the Britiih government to the Mogul; 
the inftrufltions were giyeri by Mr. Haftings, with the know- 
ledge and concurrence of the Board, and the material parts 
jiave been read by the right honourable gentleman below me. 
The policy of the embaffy has not been difputeJ, In March, 
1783, thefe inftrudlions were refcinded. In OSober, 1783, 
before Major Browne had had an interview with the King, 4 
propiofition came from His Majefty and his Minifter, to the 
Governor peneral and Council for troops to affift him. The 
Marattah peace, which had not been ratified when Major 
Browne was ideputed, was at this time fully fettled: Mr. 
Hafting.s recommended a compliance with the King's requeft, 
but his Council rejeiSled the propofition, and there it ended. 
It is neceffary to obferve that at this time, and for fom^ 
months before, very violent difputes fubfifled in the Council, 
and Mr. Haftings was in a minority. Thefe difputes conti- 
inued,' till in the latter end of December the Board agreed to 
leave .the province of Oude to the management of ^Mr. Hat 
jings, he relieving them from the refponlibility, and he con- 
renting to it. On the 20th of January, 1 784, Major Browne's 
letter of the 3pth of December, 1783, was received and fent 
in circulation to the other members. The bufinefs of Oude 
was at this time the great fubjedl of attention, and the Board 
had two months before declared to afiift the Kirig! in ten 
days after this, Mr. Haftings, ftill in a minority, quitted CaU 
cutta, and expreflly confined by his credentials to the execu- 
tion of that bufinefs for which he was deputed, namely, to 
aflift the Vizier in fettling' his country, and to recover the 
debts dpe from him to the Company. The power of re- 
inoving Major Browne lay wjih the Board in Calcutta, who 
were not at that time, nor were till juft before his departure 
for Europe, very well inclined towards Mr. Haftings : they 
did not remove him ; but there was no farther application 
jfron^ hiip or the K^in^ foi mvlvuv^ ^fliftgince at that time. In 

' ' >1^^ 
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the month of May» while Mr. Haftings was deeply engiged 
in arranging the affairs of the Nabob Vizier, the Prince ar- 
rived in the vicinity of Lucknowj and I can affert it for 4 
f^&j upon the folemn aflurances of Mr. Haftings, and every 
gentleman *then with him, that he was utterly ignorant of 
his flight, and that he took every ftep in his power to prevent 
his coming to Lucknow; but when it was not to be avoided, 
he thought it proper to receive him in a manner fuited to the 
idignity of the Prince's ftation in Indoftan. His anfwer to 
the Prince was furely wife and true. The King and his Mi-. • 
nifter afterwards fent a formal embafly to require the Prince's 
rieturn, and Major Browne was charged with feparate com- 
ipands from the King : whether Mr. Haftings was right or . 
ivrong in his judgement, it is certain that he thought this a 
favourable moment to aflift the King. He earneftly prefted 
his Council to grant him authority, but they peremptorily re- 
fufcd it ; and here this fecond negociation ended. Mr. Haf- 
tings never buoyed the King or the Prince up with an idea 
tdiat he had any power to aflift them, without iirft receiving 
the fanftion of his Council — One point is curious: 

The right honourable gentleman has quoted two refoluti- 
pns to prove, tliat to interfere unneceflarily in the difputes of 
,^he .country powers, is contrary to the wilh of this Houfe. 
Mr. Haftings quoted a third to his Council, to prove that 
it was the wifliof this Hoafe that the firft favourable oppor- 
tunity fhould be feized of doing him a fervice ; for if the re- 
jTolution does not mean thus much^ it means nothing. I de- 
iire it may be read : 

Refolved, " That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
'.* the condudl of the Company and their fervants in India to 
5^ the King, and Nudjiff Cawn, with refpeSt to the tribute 
** payable to the pne, and the ftipend to the other, and with 
<* refpedk to the transfer of the provinces of Corah and Illa- 
" habad to the Vizier, was contrary to policy and good 
^^ faith ; aiid that fuch wife and praflicable meafures fhould 
<< be adopted in future, as may tend to redeem the national^ 
*' Jhonour,. and recover the con^dence and attachment of tb# 
f* Princes of India," 

Now, Sir, this refolution is an ample juftification for Mr, 
Haftings, if he could aflift the King without an unneceflary 
interference in the differences of the country powers ; but as 
His Council would not 4gree with him, he formally declared 
lihat he could not aflift the Mogul, though all parties agreed 
ip granting an afylum to the Prince, and the Nabob Vizier 
cheerfully afforded him the means of fubfiftence. 

I muft defire to obferve, that Mr. Haftings's deputation to 
Lucknow had no conticflion of any fort with Major Browne's 
P^qciatioqs. Tberc had bnea very violent difputes ^1 
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Lucknow between the Vizier and Hyder Beg Cawn on the omk 
pnrt, and Mr. Briftow on the other. Thele were referred to 
Calcutta, and Mr. Haftings differed with his Council eflfen- 
tblly upon the fuhjedls in difpute. From May to December^ 
1783, thefe differences continued; and then the Council 
"agreed to yield to Mr. Haftings, provided he would enfurtf 
the payment of the Company's debt. He acceded to the 
terms ; he prepared, on the Vizier's invitatfon, to go to 
Lucknow : his ofifer was accepted by the Board, and his erf- 
dentiah confined him to the two points of aflifting the Vizier, 
and recovering the balances due from his Excellency to the 
Company. Thefe were in faft the only two points on which 
Mr. Haftings was deputed, and therefore his credentialsi 
which this Houfe has ordered to day to be printed, were in 
every refpeft proper and ample. It is furely a ftrange con- 
clufion to draw, that Mr. Haftings wanted to involve the ha- 
lion in another war, becaufe he declared his opinion to hii 
Council, that if powers were granted to him he would efieo- 
tually affift the King, and make his fituation much more 
comfortable than it had been for years. If we are to judge 
from another event, we muft think that Mr. Haftings could 
have performed what he promifed. There was hardly a man 
in India who conceived a poffibiltty of his doing what he did 
to extricate the Vizier at Lucknow, or to recover the Com- 
pany's debt. The honourable gentleman has faid that Mr. 
Haltings*s letter of the 30th of April, and the poftfcrrpt of 
the 13th of May, were printed by me, and publicly read in 
a Court of Proprietors, and that therefore it is abfurd to 
withhold the other papers. He is very near corredl in this 
fiatement, but I will relate it exadlly as it happened. I de- 
clare upon my honour that I did not receive a copy of that 
letter from Mr, Haftings, but merely a fmall letter upon a 
quarter of a (heet of paper, which came in the CompanyV 
over-land packet, and was delivered to me at the India Houfe* 
This letter, which many gentlemen have feen, contained the 
prophecy of Mr. Haftings, that the right honourable gentle- 
man's bill would never pafs, and his mere declaration to re- 
turn the following feafon to Europe; but I confefs I was 
very defirous to get at the letter to the Direflors ; and I will 
tell the honourable gentleman why. When the right ho- 
nourable gentleman brought in his India bill, the Houfe and 
this country were told that the balance due from the Vizier 
to the Company was above 750,0001. and never could be 
paid, arki it was ftruck out of theDirecSlors* ftatement. Mr. 
Haftings*s public letter contained authentic accounts that the 
greateft part was adlually paid in April, 1784, and an ample 
jcind provided for liquidating the reraainder, as well as for 
fbe current fubfidy •, ^ud xVv^fc ^^vk^% Vv^'h^ Vi^w folly fuJ5- 
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cicnt, as later advices prove. Now, Sir, I do confefs, that 
the triumph of party, by which we are all apt at times to be 
a&uatedy did induce me to wifli that by fome means or other 
the public ihould be informed how erroneous the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's flatement in a very material inftance 
had been proved to be. The only way to get at the letter 
was to propofe its being read at a General Court. This wft 
did : the Chairman (Mr. Devaynes) ohje£led to it, but we 
were too anxious to get at the main point, to attend to his 
pbje£iions, and the letter was read. I bad then a right to a 
copy of it, which I fent to Mr. Debrett to publifh ; but being 
defired by feveral gentlemen not to publiih it, I prevented its 
coming out, even after it was printed. But when Mr. De- 
brett had aftually procured a copy from another channel, I 
then, thought he might as well fend mine forth; and this is 
the ilate of the tranfa£lion. It was a mere party triumph, 
and not a very unreafonable one, when it was conhdered how 
deeply the right honourable gentleman had committed him« 
felt on the mod material point of the letter in queflion. 

The honourable gentleman has afTerted that the Vizier 
had no army except our forces, commanded by Britifh offi- 
cers. Good Go<l ! Sir, where can he pick up his intelligence? 
The Vi2iier*s army, I believe, confifts of 50,000 men, 15,000 
of which are cavalry. Our force in his country confided 
of one brigade at Cawnpore, fix battalions at Futtyghear, 
and a fmall corps at Lucknow ; but his own army is very 
confiderable. I will aflure the right honourable gentleman 
that I never faw Mr. Haftings's fecret letter of the i6ih 
June, 1784, to the Secret Committee of the Court of Direc- 
tors, till 1 read it in his letter book, fmce this fubjedt was 
agitated. By that letter it appears that he gave the Court of 
l5ire£tors the earlieft intelligence of his views in favour of 
the King, and of their being counteradled by the refufal of 
his counfel to grant him powers. This following extravEl: the 
honourable gentleman has not favoured us with, though the 
words are contained in tlie letter he has in part read : ^< My 
** objedt is, wi.th the poffeflion of authority, to exhibit it as a 
" means of negqciations, not to ejcercife it ; and I am mo- 
•' rally certain tl];\t had I poflefled fuch a power at the time 
*^ in which the event I have deicribed took place, and while 
•* the minds of the principal aftors were enfeebled with tlie 
." recent agitation of it, I could have eafily diSated thr 
5* terms both of the King's deliverance from his prefent thral.- 
" dom, and his fon's return." Mr. Haftings did not poffefs 
the powers the council continued to refufe the powers, and 
he did nothing ; but was it criminal in him tp alk for them, 
in order, as he thought, to perform a fervice acceptable to the 
Mogul, this nation, and the Eall*lndia Company ? I am fea- 
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^hat he had yet heard, had induced him to change hi&.min^ 
in that refpecSl, and therefore he myft beg to be excufed fay-* 
ing ,any thing farther till the fit opportunity ^ame^ which 
fur^iy the honourable gentleman took an odd way of getting 
at^ by moving that the Chairman fhould quit the chair. 4s 
ibon almoft ais he had got into it. 

Mr.Powys. Mr. Powys. remarked, that although he (Bould vote 
againft the motion for the Chairman's leaving the chair, yet 
he begged not to be underftood as ftanding pledged to fup- 
j>ort the whole .of the claufcs of the bill. Several of them 
he thought exceedingly proper, and fome highly otherwife. 

1^ Fox. Mr. Fox rofe again and faid he fliould not take the fenfe 
of the Houfe upon the motion, but that extraordinary as 
fuch a motion might appear, yet it was by no means irre- 
gular or unufual to move that a Chairman leave a chair as 
foon as he came into it, by way of inftituting a debate, alKi 
he ihould hare imagined the honourable gentleman would 
have been glad of the opportunity the motion would have af- 
forded him, of going into a general explanation of the • 
claufes of the bill. 

Mr. Drake l^x. Drake cenfured (what he denominated) the unftcadyi 

- fhuttlecock mode of proceeding in bringing bill after bill to 
amend and explain a fubjeft of fo much importance. He 
bad heard a high cliaraiSler of Earl Cornwallis, and believed 
him to have been every way delerving of it ; but if Govern- 
pient did not proceed in a moi'e eafy and fettled manner, how 
did the Houfe know, but before his Lordfliip reached Ben- 
gal, another bill might be propofed, his power detruncated 
and his authority loft ? 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor P/// inveighed againft the ridiculous in- 

^Uor Pitt, confiftency of moving the Speaker out of the chair, merely 

for the purpofe of moving him into it again, without doing 

any thiwg in confequence of his leaving it. But, gentlemen 

complained that they had not certain claufes prepared which 

- they thought neceffary to be added to the bilL In his 
opinion, fufEcient time had been given to prepare every 
fuch claufe ; but had it been otherwife, an objedlion of that 
natpre came with an aukward grace from gentlemen, wh» 
had themfelves -fo recently prepared an entire new bill for 

' the purpofe of amending and altering the old one, and who 

ofcourfemuft be provided with every thing they thotight 

neceffary for the purpofe. The right honourable gentleman 

had boafted that he and his friends were defirous of putting 

©fF the neceflity of aiifwering the ftrong arguihents^of the* 

.- tight honourable gentleman; but he believed it would appear 

- th*it they who endeavoured lo mo\^ >iaa^\mxva*it out of thtf 

1 <rhair, were mote defitoxis to ^o?t^oYv^ >iv^ ^x^^icxiSNatv^ ^^ 

tfaofe who wiihed to couUxiut \iLm\^\x> ^^'^^'^'^''^^^ 
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. bufinefs, in wEich alone fuch a difcuffion would be at all apn 
plicable« As for the arguments themfelves to which he al- 
luded, though he co\ild not pretend to fay he had not heard 
them,, the tone and voice in which they were delivered ha- 
ying rendered that impoffible, yet he muft declare ihat he' 
did not fuflSciently underftand how thejt affedled the quef- 
tion, then before the Committee, fo as to be able-tp attempt 
any anfwer to them with a view to arguing the impropriety 
of the Chairman's leaving the chair. 

At length the queftion was put and loft. The Committee 
then proceeded, Mr. Dundas propofing to fill up the blanks,' 
and to ftate his reafon for each particular claufe, us '^ach 
" came under confideration. 

Mr. S/opcr reprobated the claufe which enafted, that th'e Mr, Slopct. 

.Commander in Chief (hould not in future be of aeceffity one 

of the Council. This was, he thought, extremely harfh and 

unfair in.refpeft to the prefent Commander in Chief, and 

therefore he fhould move as an amendment to confine the 

^ claufe to future Commanders in Chief: and the rather, be- 

caufe he thought it hard, that a Commander in Chief fliould 

..be recalled, without fome ground of complaint or reafon 

being atledged. 

Mr. Fox contended againft the idea, that military men Mr. F0X4 
were not liable to be recalled by their. employers wifliout fome 
rq^ifon being affigned. He faid that he ever would maintain, that 
military men were liable'to be recalled at the pleafure of thofe 
in whole fervice they were employed without any reafon what- 
ever being affigned: but he neverthelefs thought the cafe of 
General Sloper exceedingly fevere, as the taking from himt 
a right of fitting at the Council Board, which he already 
enjoyed, ex officio, was an humiliating degradation of hii 
charafitfer. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt lamented over that unfortunate ftate Mr. Chants 
of public fpirit within the kingdom which would not permit ^^®'^^*^'» 
any queftion of political expediency to efcape refifting argu- 
ments upon perfonal and private confiderations. However, 
fince fuch had become the praftice he muft fubmit to it, 
and would therefore anfwer the gentlemen upon their owrt 
grounds. He could eafily account for the warmth which ontf 
bf the honourable gentlemen had appeared to feel on the fub- 
jeift, where fo near a relation was fuppofed to be concerned ; 
it was natural, it was in fome degree laudable; but for the 
right honourable gentleman who had taken up the ^ame 
grounds there was no room for any fuch excufe. He would 
undertake to prove, that the bill might not in reality affe^ 
General Sloper, as had been urged ; and he would alfo p\jt 
a queftion to the honourable relation of the General^ whe-r 

VouXIX. 3 1 ;iSfi«tv 
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tbcr, confiderifig fome circumftances which he fliould men- 
tion, any complaint could poilibly be made by his friends, 
fliould ft even operate againil him in the manner it was ap- 
prehended. The General might probably ftill retain his Si- 
tuation in the Council, nor was it fair in the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr, Sloper) to glance at the fuppofed injufticc 
of recalling a General from bis command without afligning 
any caufe. The right lu)nourable gentleman himfelf had at 
firft joined in reprobating^ this dodtrine, though towards th« 
end of bis fpeech he had inadvertently feemed to fall into it; 
and though he difclaimed the principle in general, be had 
adopted it in the particular cafe. He joined in opinion with 
his right honourable and learned friend, that a perfon might . 
be perfedlly eligible to the command of an army, without 
poffefSng thofe qualifications which were neceflary in a ftatcf- 
nian; and that more efpecially, in the Bengal government^ 
where certain talents which were > by no means r^quiiite in 
the foldicr, were certainly indifpen fable in a covmfellor, and 
that more efpecially, as the new powers to be vefted in the 
GoveiniMr General, would lay the other members of the 
Council under the neceffity, whenever thofe powers ihouI4 
be exercifed, of en^;ering in detail the whole of their arguments, 
on their journals, and taking a comprehenfive political view 
of'every q«eftion which fhould fall under fuch a circumfiance; 
befides, tne greater the political abilities of the counfellors 
ynight be, the greater reftraint would be impofed on the Go- 
vernor. He did not mean to argue upon the merits or abili- 
ties of General Sloper, as in reality they were no way con- 
cerned in the queftion, which only related to the eftablifli- 
uient of a general political regulation without any reference 
whatever to the particular individual; but he believed he could 
remind the Houfe, and the right honourable gentleman, of 
an inftance, that fhould General Sloper of deprived of his 
feat in the council in ^onfequence of that claufe, it would 
appear to apply exadlly in point. When on a former occa- 
fion, he had the misfortune to lofe a feat in the Cabinet, the 
perfon who was commander in chiefi had the good foitune to 
retain his ofiice, but no longer continued a member of the 
Cabinet, though he had been one before. The right honour- 
able gentleman had a confiderable fhare in the arrangements 
which were made at that time, and he hoped he would ex- 
plain to the Houfe, how fuch an alteration could take place 
in the fituation of a right honourable officer (General Con- 
way) without involving him in the fame difgrace that it was 
now ftated would fall on General Sloper, by barely making 
it poiTible for that to happen to the latter which haa a£tually 
happened to the former. He could by no means agree to 
Uikciino coafideratiorv iVit c\jQ>3Lm^2^ivR.t% ^IQ^xaAtal Sloper's 



A. 1786. DEBATES. 4^; 

fortune as an ailment which either could or ought to weigh 
one way or the other on the prefent queftion, for it would be 
a dangerous and abfurd dodlrine to ellablifh, that the Houfe, 
in debating a queftion of a public nature, fhould be at all 
influenced by motives arifing either from the wealth or the 
poverty of any perfon whom that queftion might aiFeft. But 
the honour of General Sloper was by no means aftefled by 
theclaufe; and one cifcumftance muft immediately filence 
all arguments drawn from that gentleman's fituation: — 
** When General Sloper accepted of the command in India, ' 
•* it was with a particular condition, that if this country 
*• fliould be fo fortunate as to acquire the affiftance of the 
" abilities of Earl Corn wallis as Governor General, that then 
" the oflBce of Commander in Chief fliould be united with 
•« that of Governor, and to this condition Genei'al Sloper 
** confented." He fhould therefore beg leave to aik the hor- 
nourable gentleman fo affedionately zealous in the caufe of 
his relation, whether the latter could with reafon either com- 
plain or repine? 

Mr. Sloper anfwered, that Earl Comwalli^ told him perfo?' Mr, SJopcr. 
nally, that when he went out his going would not at all affwSl ' 

General Slpper's fituation. 

Mr. Fox remarked, that as the right honourable gentleman Mr. F^«. 
(Mr. Pitt) had chofcn fo particularly to advert to the cafe 
of the Commander in Chief (General Conway) he, for his 
part, fliould think it fufficient to anfwer, that when this gal- 
lant and enlightened officer fat in the Cabinet, it was in a * 
time of war, and when he no longer belonged to tlie Cabinet, 
we were at peace. But to deprive General Sloper of the 
right of a feat in Council proved every way injurious, as a 
degradation of his charailer in the eyes of all India, and a 
moft oppreflive redu<9ion of his appointments from fixteen 
thoufand to only fix thoufand pounds a year, 

Mr. Sloper declared^ that Gerieral Sloper had much rathejr Mr.Slopa. 
be recalled, than fubmit to fo irkfome and ignominious an 
alteration. 

At length the Committee divided on Mr. Sloper's amend- 
ment, when the numbers wer^. 

For the original words of the claufe^ 151 - 

. For the propofed amendment, - - 65 

Majority, - • - - 86 ' 

Mr. Dundas contended, that the claufe, empowering thje Mr.Dunda^ 
Court of Dire&ors to unite the offices of Governor General 
'arid Commander in Chief in one and the fame perfon, w^s 
equaiiy neceflary and politic, becaufe it introduced an oppor- 
tunity of employing Earl Cornwallis in the two different 
opacities, 

^1% V^% 
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principles of freedom, nor was there ever a goverriment in 
the world in which there were not balances that diftinguiflied 
it from an arbitrary government. This had been lately ex- 
perienced at Smyrna, where there were three different powers 
to check and control each other, and yet the Turkife go- 
vernment had been blazoned forth by the advocates of arbi- 
trary power as a true model of^ that fort of government. 
*But, in fiift, the whole of the bufmefs of India reform was 
a moft contemptible refult to fo much time and trouble as it 
had Goft him and other members of that Houfe in inquiries 
into the abufes of the Eaft, and in preparing numerous and 
voluminous reports upon the fubjedl. He told Mr. Roufe 
that he little expected the whole was to end in his being 
feated in that chair, the Chairman of a Committee on fucha 
bill as that upon the table. He thanked the honourable gen- 
tleman for his powerful affiftance in drawing up the firll Re- 
port of the Seleft Committee, and lamented that fuch a lau- 
dable defign fhould end in the learned and right honourable 
gentleman oppofite to him having endeavoured to ereSt a » 
whifpering gallery for the Board of Control, which de- 
manded auricular confeffion, and armed with the new powers 
the new bill w^as to give it, would prove a direfl: copy of the 
ear of Dionyfius. The bill was a Rawhead and Bloody^ 
bones, which had aflumed various fliapes; and to prove that 
difpatch was a thing which defeated many projefts, he fliould 
put the cafe — had the learned and right honourable gentle- 
man come down to that Houfe at once, and faid out boldly, 
*' my plan is defpotifm' and an arbitrary government^' in 
that cafe the Houfe woald have revolted at once, but now 
they had been taken bv fap; they were tamely furrenderirtg 
to principles that would havefliaken every fibre in the frame 
of their anceftors but to have heard ifnentioned in any other 
teirrts than terms of execration. He defcribed the- progrefs 
of thelndia' bills of the gentlemen on the other fide allego- 
rically, and Ciid, profligacy had firfl cried out, " Give me 
defpotifm ;" but hypocrify, more artful and wilely, had faid, 
*' No, let us come upon them by degrees, and' then they^ll 
fubmit to what would have frightened them at firfl ;*• and fo 
an abortion of tyranny, like an imperfefft foetus in a bottle, 
• was produced and handed about as a iliew ; at length the 
child's navel firings broke, and a full-grown monfler of ty- 
ranny, the bill upon the tabic, was brought forth* To ad- 
miniller arbitrary power as a cnre for tlid ills of India, was 
like that mnn w^ho faid hexouUl a'ppfy one fliort arid imme- 
diate remedy K>r the various difeafes of the humari body — 
poiioiu ik declared that Y^e towM^v^^Ji: A.Vvfe ^refent bill' as 
"pregnant with \inconft.\t\\X\ouo\ ^oOiu\\t^ \ >i\aL^^ ^^-wxa. 
a/id the Bill of RighU §^^^ ^"^'^^1 ^'^^^ ^ ^"^^ t^ iudxtWw 
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friumy aut per legem terra. This bill confirmed a new Court 
of Star Chamber, and preventad a poffibility of a trial per 
pares, as would be the cafe if Earl Cornwallis fhould be tried. 
What he, from the experience derived from maoy years at- 
tention, would recommend as a means of recovering India, 
and reforming all its abufes, was acombinationofthefe three 
things — a government Ky law, trial by jury, and publicity 
4n every executive and judicial concern. Various were the 
arts j^ay«d off by profligacy and hypocrify ; and when by- 
pocrify might think proper to (Conclude her game, ajad let 
profligacy play her part, 

" Then fliould the warlike Harry, like himfelf, 

^' Afl^ume the port of Mars ; ^nd, at his heels, 

*' Leafli'd in like hounds, fliould famine', fword, and fire, - ' 

'* Crouch for employment." 

Meafures of this compleiSlion would indeed account for minif- 
terial taciturnity^ It was the only fpecies of cotidudi which 
-could fuit the queftion which occupied the Committee. He 
deplored the fate of the country and the conijitution from 
the fpedacle which attracted their attrition at this moment. 
What did thefe amendments recommen4 ? It was a fyilem of 
Cirbitrary government. Where were tlie feelings of £ngli(h- 
men, who could hear what llruck him as the groflTeft infult 
which could be offered to a Britifli Parliament ? And were 
they then reduced to that degraded and abjeft fituatioa 
which forced them, inftead of delivering the captives from 
thraldom, to forge for them new chains, to be the iixfti:ur 
ments of increafing even the heavy misfortunes of flaves ? 
Was this the charafter of our forefathers? No; it had hap- 
pened to us in thefe dregs of times, when public fpirit, the 
liberties of mankind, the generofity, the juftice, the dignity 
of the nation, were all extinguiilied. But nothing could 
aftonifli him more than to find that dignity, energy, and 
difpatch, were expefted to refult from abfolute power. Was 
not even this abfurdity, grofs and monftrous as it was, too 
palpable to be fwallowed implicitly by a Britifh Houfe of 
Commons? He defired 'to know where that arbitrary go- 
vernment exifted, of which dignity, energy, and difpatch, 
were the charafteriftics. To what had democracy, in all 
ages and all countries, owed moft of its triumphs, but to the 
opennefs, the publicity, and the ftrength of its operation. 
The imbecilities, infepar;>ble from the exertions of the beft 
inind on earth, would always render the meafures of an ar- 
bitrary government weak and imperfeft. It was in diredt 
oppofition to all our theories and knowledge of Kvi5xv^v\ Vi^.- 
ture, to expe6t from one more than from tr\2.Tv^ *, ot x^^x. ^^csfc 
ppinion of sui individual* in all cafes xeCoefitvu^xJcv^^Q^'^^^'^ 
. , 3 H ^ : ^^^^ 
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ment and regulation of fociety, Ihould be more folid than 
thofe which refult from the joint experience and Svifdom o£ 
niultitudes combined and matured for that purpofe. Yet, if 
he reafoned wrong, why had not the fame fyftem prevailed in 
the Britifti Government ? The learned and honourable gen- 

• tleman, in the completion of this wonderful fyftem, had 
roundly impeached the fagacity and integrity of our ancef- 
tors. They had confecrated, for the ufe of pofterity, a 
fyftem of government extremely different. How long il 
flight retain the venerable garb which it had hitherto worn 
he knew not, but he flirewly apprehended a defign was on 

- foot, hoftile to that ancient and ftately fabric, which had been 
the wonder and admiration of ail the wifeft, the beft, and the 
greateft of men, for many generations. This, government, 
therefore, deviled by a Britiili Houfe of Commons^ for onq 
of our dependences, was the firft.of the kind; it had no ex-? 
^mple among the nations the moft poliflied, or the moft bar- 
barous ; it was repugnant to every feeHng of the humaui 
heart, and ft amped throughout wnth cruelty and outrage. H« 
for his part fliould not have remarked on the fyftem J^t all, 
but merely to enter his proteft againft it ; for he conceived it 
to be one of thofe grofs and extravagant abi'uidities which 
•was not fufceptible ot reafon, on which nlen of fenfibility^ 
could not realbn, which it were a proilitution of reafon to be 
applied either for or againft. He deliied to be ftiewn what 
data human nature afforded as the foundation of fo outra- 
geous a fyftem. W here were thofe facred principles of free? 
dom in which the Britifli laws formerly originated ^ Gon^ 
and fomething eife was now fubftituted in thpir room.. Tlii§ 

' .perhaps was our deftiny, and, for ought he knew, it might be 
pur duty to fubmit ; but it was hard on there who legaroed 
the Britifli liberties with afteftion- The period was how- 
ever arrived, when the feelings of Engliflimen were put to the 
teft. He was forry they did not leem more alive, and that 
fuch a meafure as that before the Coinmirtee could be fuf- 
fered to make its appearance in the Britifli Senate. While 
he had a voice, however, it fliould be exerted in protefting 
5igainft an innovation thus fliocking and monftrous* Were 
the prefent an original meafure, it might have been proper to 
attack it in another manner, but it was no more than the 
completion of one. The gradation was obvious, and me- 
naced the liberties of the country through every ftageof thfe 
bufinefs in the fame formidable manner. The right honou- 
rable and learned gentleman's bill began with reprobating 
£ve in Council. 1 his was one preliminary ftcp for seg- 
menting the power of tVveGoNettvot General, His learned 
and light honourable frvenA Tvey^t., mx^tv ^W \^^ ^\ix^ c>S. Vsis 

eloquence^ attacked a caftlng \ovce. K\\ t!ti\^.Hi^ >KL\5ftfctva 
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aiming at that artitrary power which' was the prin'cipal in'- 
tention of the meafure, only obliquely. But having thus 
paved the way, a bold and unequivocal ilep is taken at laft to 
putrage this country and this Houfe with a pfop'oiition for 
the eltablifliment ot a fyftem which our anceftors ftruggleA 
and died to exterminate, which is incongruous to the Jiabits 
and peculiarities of the national chafad^er, and which we 
cannot admit without facrificing at once all our prtpbflef- 
iions for the privileges of Britons, and the rights of huma- 
nity. He wiflied the Committee to recolleft how this mea-" 
fure had throughout facrificed the many for thfe few. . He 
adverted to that claufe in the original bill of *i784i which 
rendered every individual who had been in India account- 
able for his fortune. It had been often enough obferved, and 
juftly, that this claufe was fuflScient, in an honeft and inde- 
pendent Houfe of Commons, to have ruined the entire mea- 
lure. It afforded every fubterfuge which villainy could de- 
fire, and expofed honefty alone to ridicule and contempt. 
Did a principle like .this become the Britifh Legiflature ? It 
certainly did not ; but it was adopted, and operated at this 
moment, to the difgrace of the country. In what manner 
were delinquencies now to be deteftcd ? It was taken for 
granted that no man could have a large fortune by honeft 
pieans, becaufe fo many had been known to bring home one 
by means that were not honeft. This principle was wrong, 
becaufe it fuppofed that which was not true. Induilry 
would undoubtedly obtain its obje^ft by perfeverance there as 
well as here. Money might to a certainty be even more 
jBafily obtained, as it was ten per cent, cheaper. A man of 
this kind might not like to give an accurate account of all 
Jiis acquifitions, as it would in a great meafure prove im- 
pradicable. He ftated the cafe of a perfon high in ofiSce, 
who, by every fpecies of the groffeft peculation which his 
fituation might enable him to practice, Ihould accumulate 
.enormous wealth, but who, at the fame time, fhould wafte that 
jU-gotten revenue for the moft flagitious purpofes; although 
guilty of alnioft every crime whi h human nature can perpef- 
trate while in India, having thus diflipated his fubftance, he 
might be a poor man by the time he came home. It would 
not then be an obje<3 to profecute his delinquencies. For 
the meaning of this claufe was to lay hold on a man's foi^- 
tune firft. and condfemn him afterwards; to begin with the 
eftv:;6ls of his crimes, in order the more eafily and unanfwer- 
ably to* prove his criminality. What was that but a literal 
tranfcript of what had been done in India during the admi- 
piftranon of Mr Haftings ? It was the praSice to examiile 
jthe coxintry^ and wherever he found tnorve'^ to -aSc^ ^^* 
^/lere wsis not a mor^ dreadful fault xYiat co\:\^ \it -sSva^'^^ 
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agakift a native than that he was rich. The moment this 
fa6t was fubftantiated guilt was prefiimed ; and it was no 
very difficult matter, with the powers he pofleffed, to realize , 
whatever charges he chofe to feign. All this did he per- 
petually cenfure, becaufe he conftantly knew it to be aleadr 
ing feature of that government for which Mr. Haftings was re.- 
fponfible; it vras one of the charges which hefhould endeavour 
to fubftantiate. But what encouragement did the meafure he 
now condemned afford him for proceeding in the profecution 
of a delinquency, which the Houfe Would virtually approve, 
by an adoption of what originated in the fame principle, and 
might be dire£led to the fame objeft. All which had yet 
Tbeen faid of the judicature, which was how eftablifhed for 
the purpofe of punifliing the delinquencies committed in In- 
dia, fell fhort of its turpitude; it had no authority, example^ 
fimilitude, or precedent, in the hiftory of this country, ex- 
cept, perhaps, the Star Chamber of deteftable memory. Thi^ 
inftitution, which had made the hearts of the whole nation 
tp quake and tremble, was compofed of Peers, Privy Counr 
fellors, and Judges. Lord Bacon, not much to his credit, 
exclaimed. Where would any man wifli to be tried with' 
greater fafety ? He owned there was at leaft as much pro- 
"bability that a Court, conftituted of fuch refpe6lal)le memr 
hers, was as likely to pronounce an independent and impar- 
tial fentence, as any feleftion which a Minifter could make 
from his friends in that Houfe. But was this to be comr 
pared to an Englifli Jury t It certainly was not. The ftfety, 
the fatisfaftion, and the confidence connefted with this mode 
' of trial, arofe from the charafter of the jurymen. They 
were citizens, and not politicians; and each of them might 
to-morrow return to the very fituation in which had been the 
man whom they condemned. This he confidered as the 
great bulwark of our liberties, and the deprivation of it was 
a punifliment hanging over the heads of thofe who probably 
deferved it the leaft. It was at the iame time, he readily al- 
lowed, fuch a judicature as became the crimes which were 
likely enough to be fubje6ted to their cognizance. Whoever 
brought home money fufficient to tempt his relations, or 
friends, or others in the fecret, to betray him, would fall 
under the lafli of fuch an inftitution. He remembered that 
it had been faid of one King James, of Scotland, on viewing 
the beautiful and rich gardens, and other fertile and delight- 
ful parts of a great man's property, which lay on the banks' 
of the Tay, that he exclaimed, " What a honny traittfir would 
*^ this man mack/^ — meaning that his pofleffions were fuffi- 
cient to tempt the grafp of T^ptvevtY thus armed with power. 
Mr. Burke ftated, that t\\e filMaUoxv oi \)t\e C,oYtvT^'jccv>J ^ Inj^^x- 
dinate iervaiits isvDfteu ludi a^ obXvg^^ \X\^vax,o\w^ ^^^^x^V 
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to unfair pra£Hces, in order to fupport their dignity^. The 
Refidents, for example, in Oude and Benares, the one had 
not an allowance of above twenty-four hundred pounds, and 
the other received about twelve: thefe falaries were by no 
means adequate to the indifpenfable expenditure of thefc 
gentlemen in their oflScial fituations or capacities, t But 
.fuppofe either or both the Refidents to have realized enor- 
mous fortunes, it was in the power" of any of their depen- 
dents, or others in their confidence, to prefent a ftiitement 
of the faft, and from that circumflance t^mpt them to a 
^ollufion, in order to avoid the punifhment of their crime. 

Mr. Fox obferved, that he thoroughly coincided in all Mir. E^^r ' 
the fentiments of his right honourable friend who fpoke 
laft, and felt equal indignation, forrow, and furprife, that 
a bill fo direftly the reverfe in principle, and fo objeftion- 
able in many ot its parts, however proper in others, fliould 
be delivered to the Committee in a manner fo extraordinary, 
without the author of it having thought it worth his while 
to fay a word in explanation of it. When the learned and 
right honourable' gentleman had firft introduced it, he had 
himfelf aiTigned a few reafons, if reafons they may be called, 
for the fcveral heads of alteration which he meant! it IJiould 
contain, and he had himfelf faid at the time, that he fuppo- 
fed at the fecond reading, or in the Committee, would be 
the proper time to go into it more fully. Having given 
them to expeft by this that the learned and right honour- 
able gentleman would have opened the contents- of the bill 
a little more at large, and flated the particular fadls which 
conftituted the neceflfity upon which he prefumed the elTen- 
tial difference had been made in the bill, compared to the 
bill of 1784, he owned he was in fome degree furprifed at 
the learned and right honourable gentleman's filence ; but, 
however, the right honourable gentleman might affeft to 
difregard what had fallen from his honourable friend behind 
him, with an imprefEon and a weight that hfe fhould imagine 
no man could refifl, and which was not more remarkabl« 
for the fplendour of eloquence with which it had been deli- 
vered, than for the truth of the arguments and the force of 
the conclufions ; what his right honourable friend had faid 
tnuft be anfwered, and he felt himfelf extremely anxious to 
hear in what manner the learned and right honourable gentle- 
man would Ward off the force of what the Houfe had juft heard. 
Mr. Dundas anfwered, that he had not been Client out of , 
. ^ny difrefpeft to Either of the honourable gentlemen, but 
had barely referved himfelf tfU they came to fill up the blanks 
• of tlte i^peftive claufcs, which he cov\cve\^4Ao\i^>J^^v^<^ 
/ per time for /taring, to the ComitvvUee wipow vj\\^\. y^^'vcv^v^^ 
'-■ it was that he frropofed each parUcuUi; ^U^x^ktv^tvw ^^'^'^^ ' 
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fthat he had yjet heard, had induced him to cha|)ge biiminj 
in that r^fpecSl, and therefore he muft beg to be excufed fay-» 
ing ,any thing farther till the fit opportunity ^ame, which 
fureiy the honourable gentleman took an odd way of gettiog 
at, by moving that the Chairman fhould quit the chair as 
foon almoft as he had got into it. 

Bfr.Powys. Mr* Powyi remarked, that although he fhould vote 

againft the motion for the Chairman's leaving the chair, yet 

he begged not to be underftood as ftanding pledged to fup- 

^ port the whole of the claufcs of the bill. Several of them 

he thought exceedingly proper, and fome highly otherwife. 

I^Fox. Mr. Fox rofe again and faid he fliould not take the fenfe 
of the Houfe upon the motion, but that extraordinary a$ 
fuch a motion might appear, yet it was by no means irre- 
gular or unufual to move that a Chairman leave a chair as 
ibon as he came into it, by way of inftituting a debate, and 
he fliould h*Te imagined the honourable gentleman would 
have been glad of the opportunity the motion would have af- 
forded him, of going into a general explanation of the • 
claufes of the bill. 

Mr. Drake yix* Drake cenfured (what he denominated) the unfleadyi 
. fhuttlecock mode of proceeding in bringing bill after bill to 
amend and explain a fubjeft of fo much importance. He 
bad heard a high charafter of Earl Cornwallis, and beficved 
bim to have been every way deferving of it ; but if Govern- 
pient did not proceed in a moi^e eafy and fettled manner, how 
did the Houfe know, but before his Lord/hip reached Ben- 
gal, another bill might be propofed, his power detruncated 
and his authority loft ? 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor P;>/ inveighed againft the ridiculous in- 

^Uor Pitt, confiftency of moving the Speaker out of the chair, merely 

for the purpofe of moving him into it again, without doin^ 

any thiwg in confequence of his leaving it. But, gentlemen 

complained that they had not certain claufes prepared which 

■ they thought neceffary to be added to the bill. In his 

opinion, fufBcient time had been given to prepare every 

fuch claufe ; but had it been otherwife, an objedlion of that 

natpre came with an aukward grace from gentlemen, who 

had themfelves -fo recently prepared an entire new bill for 

- the purpofe of amending and altering the old one, and who 

of couriemuft be provided with every thing they thotight 

neceffary for the purpofe. The right honourable gentleman 

had boafted that he and his friends were defirous of putting 

(ofF the neceflity of aiifwering the ftrong arguments^o^ the" 

.- ./ight honourable gentleman; but he believed it would appear 

It they who endeavoured lo mo\e xiv^CWvrKi^ix out of thtf 

air, were more defirovis to ^oft.v^t«i >?cv^ ^v'vcvi.^titi^ ^^ 

►ic who wiihed to couXvivut ^AmvTi\v> >mxA\\^ax^^ 
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. bulinefs, in wliich alone fucha difcuffion would be at all ajn 
plicable. As for the arguments themfelves to which he al- 
luded, though he co\ild not pretend to fay he had not heard 
them,, the tone and voice in which they were delivered ha- 
ying rendered that impoifihle, yet he muft declare ihat he 
did not fuflSciently underftand how thejt afFefted the quef- 
tion, then before the Committee, fo as to be abletp attempt 
any anfwer to them with a view to arguing the impropriety 
of the Chairman's leaving the chair. 

"At length the queftion was put: and loft. The Committee 
then proceeded, Mr. Duiidas propoling to fill up the blanks,' 
and to ftate his reafon for each particular claufe, as ^ach . 
came under confideration. 

Mr. S/oper reprobated the claufe which enafted, that th'e Mr, Slopcf 
. Commander in Chief fliould not in future be of neceflity one 
of the Council. This was, he thought, extremely harfli and 
unfair in.refpeft to the prefent Commander in Chief, and 
therefore he fhould move as an amendment to confine the 
claufe to future Commanders in Chief: and the rather, be- 
caufe he thought it hard, that a Commander in Chief fhould 
. he recalled, without fome ground of complaint or rcafan 
being alledged. 

Mr. Fox contended agalnft the idea, that military men Mr. F0X4 
were not liable to be recalled by their employers wifliout fome 
re;^fon being affigned. He faid that he ever would maintain, that 
military men were liable'to be recalled at the pleafureof thofe 
in whofe fervlce they were employed without any reafon what- 
ever being affigned: but he neverthelefs thought the cafe of 
General Sloper exceedingly fevere, as the taking from hint 
a right of fitting at the Council Board, which he already 
enjoyed, ex officio^ was an humiliating degradation of his 
charafter. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt lamented over that unfortunate ftate Mr. Chan-f 
of public fpirit within the kingdom which would not permit ^^^®'^^*^'* 
any queftion of political expediency to efcape refifting argu- 
ments upon perfonal and private confiderations. However, 
fince fuch had become the praftice he muft fubmit to it, 
and would therefore anfwer the gentlemen upon their owni 
grounds. He could eafily account for the warmth which one' 
6f the honourable gentlemen had appeared to feel on the fub- 
je<9:, where fo near a relation was fuppofed to be concerned ; 
it was natural, it was in fome degree laudable ; but for the 
right honourable gentleman who had taken up the ^ame; 
grounds ther^ was no room for any fuch excufe. He would 
undertake to prove, that the bill might not in reality affe^ 
General Sloper, as had been urged ; and he would alfo p\jt 
a queftion to the honourable relation of the Genera], whe-ir 

Vol. XIX. %\ ;<swi^ 
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tber, confideritig fome circumfiances which he ffiould men* 
tion, any complaint could poilibly be made by his friendS| 
&ould St even operate againft him in the manner it was ap- 
prehended. The General might probably ftill retain his fi- 
tuation in the Council, nor was it fair in the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Sloper) to glance at the fuppofed injuftice 
of recalling a General from bis command without affigninj 
any caufe. The right honourable gentleman himfelf had at 
firft joined in reprobating^ this do£lrine, though towards th« 
end of bis fpeech he had inadvertently feemed to fall into it; 
and though he difclaimed the principle in general, be had 
adopted it in the particular cafe. He joined in opinion with 
his right honourable and learned friend, that a perfon might . 
be perfedlly eligible to the command of an army, without 
pofleffing thofe qualifications which were neceflary in a ftatcf- 
nian; and that more efpecially, in the Bengal government, 
where certain talents which were^by no means r^quifitc in 
V the foldicr, were certainly indifpenfable in a counfellor, and 
that more efpecially, as the new powers to be vefted in the 
Governor General, would lay the other members of th«i ' 
Council under the neceffity, whenever thofe powers Ihoul^ 
be jBxercifed, of entering in detail the whole of their arguments, 
on their journals, and taking a comprehenfive political view 
of 'every queftion which fliould fall under fuch a circumftance; 
befides, the greater the political abilities of the counfellors 
j»ight be, the greater rcftraint would be impofed on the Go- 
vernor. He did not mean to argue upon the merits or abili- 
ties of General Sloper, as in reality they were no way con- 
cerned in the queftion, which only^ related to the eftablifli- 
»ie|it of a general political regulation without any rejference 
whatever to the particular individual; but he believed he could 
remind the Houfe, and the right honourable gentleman, of 
an in fiance, that fhould General Sloper of deprived of his 
feat in the council in ^onfequence of that claufe, it would 
appear to apply exaftly in point. When on a former occa- 
fion, he had the misfortune to lofe a feat in the Cabinet, the 
perfon who was commander in chiefi had the good fortune to 
retain his office, but no longer continued a member of the 
Cabinet, though he had been one before. The right honour- 
able gentleman had a confiderable fhare in the arrangements 
which were made at that time, and he hoped he would ex- 
plain to the Houfe, how fuch an alteration could take place 
in the fituation of a right honourable officer (General Con- 
way) without involving him in the fame difgrace that it was 
now ftated would fall on General Sloper, by barely making 
it poffible for that to happen to the latter which had a£tual(y 
happened to the former. He could by no means agree to 
take into confideraliou iVit cuQumft.3^t^^t^ ^lG^\a&ral Sloper's 
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fortune as an argument which either could or ought to weigh 
one way or the other on the prefent queftion, for it would be 
a dangerous and abfurddodlrine to ellablifli, that the Houfe, 
in debating a queilion of a public nature, fhould be at all 
influenced by motives arifing either from the wealth or the 
poverty of any perfon whom that queftion might aiFeft. But 
the honour of General Sloper was by no means affefted by 
the<:Iaufe; and one circumflance muft immediately filence 
all arguments drawn from that gentleman's fitualion: — 
** When General Sloper accepted of the command in India^ 
** it was with a particular condition, that if this country 
•* (hould be fo fortunate as to acquire the affifiance of the 
•* abilities of Earl Cornwallis as Governor General, that then 
•* the oflSce of Commander in Chief fhould be united with 
•* that of Governor, and to this condition General Sloper 
** confented." He fhould therefore beg leave to afe the ho- 
nourable gentleman fo afFeftionately zealous in the caufe of 
his relation, whether the latter could with reafon either com- 
plain or repine? 

Mr. Sloper anfwered, that Earl Cornwallis told him perfoi- Mr. SJopci 
nally, that when he went out his going would not at all affe<Sl ' 

General Sloper's fituation. 

Mr. Fox remarked, that as the right honourable gentleman Mr. f^mk. 
(Mr, Pitt) had chofcn fo particularly to advert to the cafe 
of the Commander in Chief (General Conway} he, for his 
part, ihould think it fufiicient to anfwer, that when this gal- 
lant and enlightened officer fat in the Cabinet, it was in a * 
time of war, and when he no longer belonged to tlie Cabinet, 
we were at peace. But to deprive General Sloper of the 
right of a feat in Council proved every way injurious, as a 
degradation of his charafler in the eyes of all India, and a 
moft opprefilve redufiion of his appointments from iixteen 
thoufand to only fix thoufand pounds a year. 

Mr. AVo^rr declared^ that General Sloper had much rathejr Mr.Slopa 
b& recalled, than fubmit to fo irkfome and ignominious an 
alteration. 

At length the Committee divided on Mr, Sloper's amend- 
ment, when the numbers were, 

For the original words of the claufe^ 151 - 

. For the propofed amendment, - - 65 

Majority, - • - - 86 ' 

Mr, Dundas contended, that the claufe, empowering thjB Mr.Dunda 
Court of Dire&ors to unite the o£Eces of Governor General 
'and Commander in Chief in one and the fame perfon, w^s 
equally neceflary and politic, becaufe it introduced an oppor- 
tunity of employing Earl Cornwallis in the two different 
^paci{je^« 
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fhort tirt!ie to pay ofF all its own inqimbrances, but to cpn-* 
tribute alfo. to the relief of this country. With all thefe 
particulars in their view, the Committee wouldy doubtlefs, 
wifely exerpife their own judgements, and decide how far 
the right honourable gentleman, when exploring the womb 
of futurity, and defcribing the colour, the nature, and the 
confequences of Eaft-India occurrences to come, was infpi- 
red with the facred powers of unerring prophecy ! 
Mr. ?ox. ' Mr. Fox anfwered, that could it haVe been poflSble, by the 
artifices of mifreprefentation, fo to have tortured the mean- 
ing of his words, as to have imprefTed upon the Houfe an 
idea that he had fpoken of them with unbecoming infult, 
the right honourable gentleman might be defcribed as having 
afted Wifely thus far, at leaft, aS fuch a procedure could fulfil 
his purpofe: but, ur.luckily for fuch views, his words haJ 
been *^ the Board of Control fcreened public delinquents iri 
*^ that Houfe from inveftigation and inquiry," in making 
which charge he meant that the pretence on which the right 
honourable gentleman, oppofite to him, had refufed papers 
which were called for, he in his confcience did not believe 
ivere founded in reality. Mr. Fox ftated Mr, Ederfs Report 
is Chairman cf the Committee of laft feflion, on the Faft 
^ndia Company*s accounts, in fupport of the ftatement whicl 
he had given in that Houfe of the Company's affairs, anc 
declared that he was ready to meet the right honourable gen- 
tleman upon that ground whenever he (hould think proper. 
The numbers on the fecond divilion, on the queftion tc 
omit the oath' to be taken by the Governor General, wen 
1I5 for the' oath's ftanding part of the bill, and 36 for onnit- 
^ing the oath. .... , . * . 

The Houfe adjourned. 

7*hurfdayy 23d March. 
No bufinefs took place. 

Friday^ 24th March. 

Major Scott Major S^cott begged leave to trouble the Houfe with thret 
papers moved for by a right honourable gentleman (Mr 
Burke) relative to Benares. His firft motion was, ** Thai 
<* the Direftors of the Eaft-India Company do lay before thii 
" Houfe, a copy of any proceedings they may have held a' 
*^ the Indii Houfe in the year 1779, ^^ confequence of a re 
*^ folution taken by the Government General of Bengal, or 
•^ the 9th of July, 1778, to demand from Cheyt Sing fiv< 
*^ lacks of tt pees, as his proportion of the expence incurrec 
'* by the war with France, tY\2LX. t\veN[ ^o 2\^c> ^'^cX^^ -^x. wha 
^* time they received the accovmx. oi \lea^ ^^.m-Mw^, "mA' 
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** what time they received the fecret confuhations of the 
*^ Bengal Government of the 28th of September, 1778; and 
^^ aho, a copy of any orders fent to Bengal, or proceedings, 
*^ obfervations, or protefts, of the Court of Dired^ors, or of 
*^ any of the Direftgrs, that may appear upon the minutes 
*^ of the Court either upon the receipt of the fecret letter 
** from Bengal, of the 17th of Auguft, 1778, or in confe- 
** quence of Mr. Haftings having recorded it as his opinioa 
** on the fecret conful ations of the 28th September, 1778, 
" that * Mr. Fowke's inftrucStions related only to the fixed 
*' and annual revenus, but could never be underftood to pre- 
♦^ elude that right which every government inherently pof- 
^^ fefles, to compel all its dependencies to contribute by extra- 
** ordinary fupplies to the relief of extraordinary emergencies.^ 

Mr. Francis obferved, that he could not difcover what Mr. Fraa- 
were the views of the honourable gentleman in making fuch ^' 
a motion, unlefs, indeed, that he defigned to crimniate the 
Direftors for negledl:. If that was the motive, he would 
heartily join with the honourable gentlemen, who, he thought, 
very well knew that the anfwer would be, Non eji inventus i 
becaufe no inftru6lions relative to this fubjeft were at any 
time difpatched to the Eaft Indies. 

Major Sci?/ranfwered, that he did not entertain the lea ft Major $co 
doubt but that the reply would prove a Non ejt inventus^ yet 
It appeared to him very material that the Houfe fhould know 
it for a certainty, and he would ftate his reafon. In fome 
obfervations publifhed by the Dired^ors, in 06lober, 1783, 
when an honourable member (Sir Henry Fletcher) was the 
Chairman, they feverely cehfured Mr. Haftings and his 
Council, for demanding five lacks of rupees from Cheyt Sing, 
Now if he could prove that Mr. Haftings folemnly and deli- 
berately recorded the principle upon which he adled, in Sep- 
tember, 1778, and that it was received in England in May, 
1779, ^"^ never noticed by the Direftor?, furely it would 
be fair to fay, that the fiJence was acquiefcence and appro- 
bation, and that the criminality, (if criminality exifted) reft- 
ed not with Mr. Haftings, hut with the Diredors. 

Mr. Sher'dan faid, that it might perhaps tend to prove Mr. shcrii 
how unfit the Direftors were for theif ftations, but could ^^' 
hot exculpate Mr. Haftings, and that the right honourable 
and learned gentleman (Mr. Dundas) was to blame for chu- 
ling fuch Diredbors. In fadl he faw not any neceflity for 
the motion; but, motions from different fides of the Houfe, 
were fated to recieve far different encouragements. 

Mr. Dundas exprefled his willingnefs to give every paper Mr. i)ua 
for which either fide might call for, provided that they could ^* 
be granted wirhout danger. With refpeft to x\v^ \^*vt^§X.cix%^ 
be ifad not the ek£i'mg of them, s^ud tViexetox^ ^^\ ^^"^ '^^- 
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fp6n{ible ; but the paper moved for by the honourable gentle* 
man (Major Scott)* referred to tran (actions which happened 
long before the eftablifhment of the Board of Control. 

Major Scott Major Scott (aid, that the argument refpe^iing the Direo- 
tors being unfit for th^ir oflSces, when not making the demand 
on Cheyt Sing till nine years after they heard it, would ap-* 
ply to both fides^of the Hpufe. For, an honourable gentle- 
man, not now a member (Mr. Gregory) and an honourable 
member, Sir Henry Fletcher, were in the diredion at the 
time when the account was received relative to Cheyt Sing, 
and fevery year after, except when they were out by rotation, 
yet the right honourable gentleman (Mr% Fox) had fixed 
upon them to be two of the fevcn Diredlors under his bill, 
:Sind of the nine Affiftant DirecSors, fevcn at leaft were in 
the fame fituation. He hever heard that any one of the num- 
ber had'protefted againft the demand made upon Cheyt Sing 
for three years fucceffively, and enforced by military execu* 
tion, until the fubje6t was brought forward after the infqr^ 
rciSHon of Benares was canvafled in 1782. 
The motion paffed ; and 

Major Scott Major Scvtt obferving that his next propofition was meant 
to prove that, although the fecond demand was enforced by 
military execution, it had palled unnoticed by cither the 
Minifter or the Direftors, moved, '^ That theDireftors of 
*« the Eaft-India Company do lay before this Houfe a copy 
<* of any proceedings they may have held at the India Houfe, 
*' in confequence of a refolution taken by the Government 
" General of Bengal, on the 19th of July 1779, to require 
** from Cheyt Sing five lacks of rupees, as his proportion of 
" the expence incurred by the war with France, for that 
" year, that they do alfo fpecify at what period they received 
• " the fecret Bengal confultations upon the fubjeft of the 

" above Demand, and when they received the fecret letter 
*^ from Bengal of the 13th of March, 1780, which informed 
<^ them that the demand had been enforced by the march of 
k ** two battalions of fepoys to Benares, and that the Rajah 

^* had been compelled to defray the expence of this detach- 
*^ ment ; that the Dire(5>ors be farther required to lay before 
*^ this Houfe, a copy of any orders that were fent to Bengal 
** on this fubjedl: in 1780 or 1781, or of the ohfervations or 
** protefts of the Court of Direftors, or of any of the Direc- 
** tors in confequence of thefe proceedings in Bengal." 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor -P?/^ obferv^^d, that though it could be no 

MllorPitt. juftification for Mr. Haftings (if he had done an a£l origi- 
nally wrong) for that aft ; yet, if it appeared that he tranf- 
jnitted the earlieft intelligence of what he had done, accom* 
panied by his motives for doing \X, 2iW^\l\!5\^ ^''wer which 
had a right to control b\in> d\;\ w:^\tfc^ \^ vv* ^^^^ ^^0^ 
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acquiefcence was approbation. Be did not know what the 
anfwer would be to the motion; but, it appeared to him that 
the motion itfelf might pafs. 

The motion pafled. 

Major Scott then moved, *' That the Direflors of the Major Scott 
•* Eaft-India Company do lay before this Houfe, a copy of 
<* any proceedings they may have held at the India Houfe, 
^ in confequence of a demand made by the Government Ge- 
♦* neral of Bengal, upon Cheyt Sing, on the 22d of June, 
** 1780, for five lacks of rupees, as his fhare of the expence 
*' of the war for that year, that they be direfted to inform 
*^ the Houfe at what period the advices relative, to this fubr 
** je6l were received by them, and what orders were fent to . 
•* Bengal in the year 1781, in confequence of the informa- 
** tion contained in the fecret letter from Bengal, of the fteps 
♦* taken in that year to enforce Cheyt Sing to pay the five 
<* lack? of rupees ; alfo copies of obfervations and protefts 
** of thie Court of Direftors, or of any of the Direilors, made 
<' in confequence of the information tranfmitted from Bengal 
«< relative to Cheyt Sing in 1780" 

After the reading of the order of the day for the Houfe to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee on the bill to explain and 
amend the bill of 1 784, 

Mr. Sheridan remarked that he had a propofition to offer Mr. Shcri* 
previous to their refolving themfelves into a Committee, ^*"' 
which he hoped would not be objedled to. The bill confift- 
ed of two parts. The firft part related to the regulations of 
the government in India, th^ fecond to the new Court of 
Judicature to be inftituted at home, for the trial of perfons 
charged with having been guilty of afts of delinquency and 
• mifdemeanor in India. As thefe were feparate and diftinft 
objedls, he wifhed them to be feparately confidered, and, as 
probably Adminiftration had made it a condition with Earl 
Cornwallis, that he fhould go out to Bengal invefted with 
certain powers; it might be their defire to pafs fo much of 
the bill as related to the fyftem of government, to be adopted 
in India as fpon as pojQTible. The fame neceffity f(Jr difpatch 
certainly did not apply to the judicature part of the bill, and 
as that part had been but little confidered when the bill of 
1784 paffed, he could wifli that the learned and right ho- 
nourable gentleman oppofite to him would confent to divide 
the bill, and feparate the two fubjods. In that cafe Admi^ 
niftration would have it in their power to make good any pro- 
mifes which they might have made to Earl Cornwallis, and 
time might be taken for fuch a deliberate difcuflion of the 
judicature part of the bill, as the importance of it re<\ul\:^d* 
Mr. Sheridan concluded with maving, "T\\3it Vi\i^ ^^\\vv- 
*^ Iiru£kiQQ to th^ /aid Comnaittee to divide x\« VvWvu x.^^r 
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Mr. Dun- M^. Dundas obferved, that although not objefting to the 
"Att. motion, he uiuft beg leave to make a Ihort reply to that part 

of the honourable gentleman's fpeech, in which he had fug- 
gefled, that probably Adminiflration might have made cer- 
tain promiffcs to Earl Cornwallis; he tliought it due'to that 
nobleman's charadler, to have it clearly underftood, that 
every regulation for the future government of India, and all 
the powers which the bill would give to the Governor Ge- 
neral, were determined upon long before Earl Cornwallis was 
thought of for the fituation of Governor General ; and it was 
but juftice in him to declare moft folemnly, that there never 
was a man who adled in a more fair and honourable way than 
Earl Cornwalls had done relative to his acceptance of the 
cfBce. He had taken it without making any condition or 
flipulation whatfoever, and when he went out, the Public 
U'ould be able to judg^ from the people whom Earl Corn- 
wallis might take with him, whether any thing could be 
more praiieworthy than his condud. With regard to the 
propofition of the honourable gentleman, he was always 
happy. when he had it in his povver to coincide with him, 
and could not but lament, that he had fo often differed with 
him in opinion, and moft probably fhould fo often differ 
with him in future ; on the prefent occafion he had not the 
fmalleft obje^ion to his propofition. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt declared, he would not prefs w^hat he 
celior Pitt, had to offer, if the gentlemen on the other fide objefted ; hut 
as the part of the bill which refv^r red to the mode of ballot 
for the Jury or Court of Judicature to try Eaft-India de- 
linquents, he preiumed, would not meet the fmalleft oppo- 
fition, he might venture to aflv, whether any gentleman de- 
llgned feriouily to except ag.iinft the claulcs ? 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fcx remarked, that as the queftion to be difcufled in 
future referred to the whole of the new judicature, he ftiould 
conceive the whole confideration of it had better be referved 
for fubfpquent difcuflion together, and therefore, as it would 
he neccffary to determine whether the new judicature fhould 
be inJHtuted or not before they proceeded to fettle the mode 
of ballot for its members, he Zhou Id conceive, that it would 
he more prudent to poftpone the whole of the bill which re- 
ferred to it for confideration hereafter. 

Mr. Chancellor, Pitt acquiefced in this reafoning, and the 
inftruclions paffed. 

7 he Houfe then went into a Committee, and Mr. DundaJ 

proceeded to propofe words to fill up the blanks of foch of 

the remaining claufes as referred to the conduft of the Com* 

pany's fervants in India, in regard to gradual rife to fuperior 

offices, &c. 

The Committee went \\avow^ \\\t V\\\^tvx\$^\x^CkTivevotiotl 

4nade, *' ThatiherepotX.be uonn lecid^^^r -^vx ^\x!k&\A\sy&Tvx 



^^% 



Ai 1788. debates; 4^ 

was propbfed to ihfert the words " Moaday next,** inftea4 

thereof. 
A ter a ftiort debate the Houfe divided 01 the queflion, 

that the word ** noW," ftand part of the queftioa ; 

Aves' - - • - 89 

Noes - * . * • 24 

Mnjority ^ - - - - 65 M 

The main quVftlbii was then put and agreed to, and the 
bill ordered to be read a third time on Monday next if en- 
groflt-d. 
' The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday y 27 th March. 

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee of the 
Ivhok Houfe, 

Mr. Jenkinfon made a propofition relative to the New- Mrjenkin- 
foundfand trade and filhery. refi e<5ling wluch a bill had been ^^^* 
brpught in during the courfe of t' e n ecet^ing feffion, arid gone 
as far as the fecond remiir , buc it the Committee were dif- 
pofed to hear him, he would explain to them the principles 
on which his opinion was founded, and ftate the general 
fyftem of regul. tioris which appeared to him neceflary to be 
laid down and eitahliihed tor the prefervation of the New- 
foundlai^d trade and fifliery. — Firft, the high importance of 
•the trade to this countVy •^— Next, the means moil likely to 
encourage and fupport il-^And laftly, the lituaticn of it, 
compared with that of tl oie fo eign powers with wliom we 
had to contcft in refpeft to the fifheries, were thoroughly 
entitled to the moft ferious attention of tiie f loufe. The 
meafures purfued laft year in refped to the Weft Indies, had 
proved, that under due regulations, our commerce with that 
quarter of the world had grown and increafed confiderably 
iince the feparation between Great Britain and the United 
States of America^ and there was every reafon to believe, that 
our Newfoundland trade and fifhery, when properly con- 
dufiedi would prove equally fuccefiful. The accounts of 
laft year evinced, that the gain upon that trade to this coun- 
try amounted at leaft to 50,000!. ahnually.; and that vve font 
out Brif ifh commodities and brought home fpecie or biljs for 
the fifh which we fold to the Mediterranean, Portuguefc, 
and other foteign markets. The number of. ihips and veflels 
employed in carrying oath* trade were upwards of 450, iiri 
the manning of which 10,000 feamen were engaged: thiS»-<: 
therefore proved, that the f>Iewfoundland trade was not^^ily -•^ 
a moft valuable branch of our commerce, but a confidefi4?'«jr; ' 
fource of naval ftrength, fmce it kepi io,ooO mttv -iSlw 
Vol. XIX. .3 L* ^^^ 
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ready whenever the exigency of public affairs fliould require 
their fervice. » 

Ireland alfo, he was perfuaded, proved a confiderable gainer, 
as ihc fupplied Newfoundland with all her falted provifions, 
the intercourfe with the United States having been entirely 
cutoff. In order to manifeft the great importance of the 
obje6l, he would juil ftate the principles on which he thought 
it moit advifeable to regulate the Newfoundlartd fifliery in 
future, the mofl: effential of which was, to preferve it en- 
tirely a Britifli fifliery; and this could only be done by con- 
fining it to Britifli fliips, navigated from Great Britain, and 
by no means permitting *ny ftationary fcttlement to be made 
on the ifland of NewfoiSndland, If a colony were to be 
fettled there, courts of judicature muft be inftituted, and a 
civil government eftabliflied, the obvious confequences of 
which would be, the lofs of the fiflieries to this country, as 
had been the cafe with refpecSl to the New-England fiflieries* 
No fooner was New England colonized, than the colony took 
the fiflieries on their own coafts into their own hands, and 
we loft the fiflieries. 1 he old policy of this country ih re- 
fnedl to Newfoundland, had always been, to put the fifliery 
on fuch a footing as fliould aVert this evil; and in order to 
do fo the more effe6lually, it had been the praftice to con- 
traS with the feamen, that they .fliould be paid one part of 
the wages due to them for their fervice on the voyage out- 
ward and home again, in Great Britain, after their return 
home again : to this he fliould propofe rigidly to adhere, and 
to fuch other regulations refpefting the fiflieries as were moft 
likely to preferve the Britifli fiflieries ; to the attainment of 
which end, it would materially conduce, to make all ftands, 
flages, flakes, and curing houfes on the ifland, no longer the 
property of thofe who might have eredled them, than while 
they employec4 them in the bufinefs of the fifliery, but if left, 
they fliould l)€eome liable to be occupied by tiiofe firft ar- 
riving at the time of the enfuing fifliing fcalon. As emula- 
tion, and the fpirit of adventure, were the fource and vital 
f fpring of this trade, he fliould propofe to hold out as many 
temptations for more to join in it as poflihle; and as it was 
perfecSlly free and open, and in which, of courfe, any perfo^i 
who chofe it might emhark, he fliould, by various u^ays, en- 
courage men even of fmall fortunes and flender property to 
l]ndertake it. This might be dont by giving fmall bounties 
to every new adventurer, and by letting it be carried on by 
fliips and veffels in which different people had fliares. As 
to our fituation in refpe6l to the Newfoundland fifliery, re- 
Jatively to that of thofe foreign powers with whom we had 
to conted ir, it was with no fmaiU fitisfad^ion that he could 
^hy^ that we enjoyed a m^imfeft. ;ui\M\U^^ ^n<:^ ^^iv^xn ^^^xv^e* 
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titdr. France had endeavoured, by the moft extravagant 
bounties, to encourage her fifbery trade ; fhe granted ten 
livres per quintal on all firti caught hy her fiftermen and 
brought either into her iflands or into Old France. She alfo 
laid a high duty of five livres per quintal, on all fifh brought 
either into her colonies or into her kingdom by foreign vef. 
fels ; this was manifeftly levelled at the United States of 
America, and at the fame time it (liewed the dehilitv ot the 
ftate of the French fi/heries, by evincing, that the fifh vvhich 
they catch did , not amount to a fufficient fupply for them, 
felves at home and in their Wefl-lndia iflands ; if it had, 
France would have done as we did, have laid an aftual pro- 
hibition on the importation of all fifli into her colonies in 
foreign veffels. France, befides tliefe two bounties, gave a 
third of ten livres per quintal upon all fifh caught by their 
fifhermen and exported to foreign countries. 1 he bounties 
were extravagant almoft to abfurdity; becaufe not only the 
fifheries of France were much hnpoverifhed, but fhe vvais 
aware of tKe great importance of encouraging th^m as greatly 
as poffibfe, and fet no limits to the expence of accompl- filing 
juch views. It would prove our own faults if we fnfFered our 
fifheries to dwindle and thofe of France to outrival us : and 
as one of our veflels, from the fuperior excellence of the 
utenfils femployed in the fifhery, and the fuperior addrefs 
and intrepidity of our feamen, could catch twice as many fifh 
as a French fifhin^ boat, he knew of no way for them to 
cope with us unlels they debauched and enticed awav our men, 
or got pofTefTion of our fifliing vefTels and the utenfils ufed by 
lis in the trade. He meant, therefore, to impofe certain pe- 
nalties, and to provide certain regulations, to prevent the 
fale of any of our fifhing vefTels except to Britifli fifliers^ 
The bounties vvhich h6 fhould propofe, would not aniounjt 
to more than fix or feven thoufand j^ounds ; nor would he 
:ittempt to follow France in giving bounties on the export of 
our fifli to foreign markets, becaufe to do that muA coft the 
nation i2C,o:ol.; a fum fo large, that no perfon, he believed, 
would think it prudent to expend it ii: that manner. 

He now moved, " That bounties be allowed to a certain 
*' number of vefTds employed in the Britifli fifhery on the 
** banks of the ifland of Newfoundland, in manner follow- 
** ing; that is to fay, to the firft one hundred veflels vvhich 
** fliall arrive in ea^-h year, in the ports of the faid ifland, 
" with a cargo of fifh, not lefs than I0,ooo by tale, 
** catched on the banks thereof, and fliall, after landing the 
** fame, proceed for, and return with one cargo of fifh more 
*^ at leafl, catched upon the faid banks, if carrying not lefs 
*« than tvi^elve men, forty pounds each ; "but if fuch men 
** ;ye cnrried vpon /Jiares, fifty pouuOi^ ^;xOcv» \l ownJvcv? 

3 L 2; ^^ ^^\ 
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f* lefs than twelve men* ^nd apt l.cfs than fevien, twenty-five 
5* pounds each ; but if fuch men are carried upon £hare$, 
*5 thirty-five pounds each. And fo thjp next one hirhdred 
" veffels that ftiall arrive in the faid ports with a like cargo, 
** ^nd ftiall, after landing the faijie, proceed again to the (aid 
•* bankfi, and rietufn from thence with one or more cargoes 
** of fi/h, in manner aforefaid, if carrying twelve men, 
•* twenty-five pounds each; hut if fuch men are carried 
** upon ftiares, thirty-five pounds each. If carrying lefif 
f* than twelve men, and nojt lels than feven itien, eighteen 
** pounds each ; Jbut if fuch men are carried upon uiaresj 
** twenty-one pounds each." r 

When Mr. Gilbert, chairman of the Committee, had rea4 
the refolutjon, 
Sir Grey gif Qrey Cooper |-cmarked, thjjt far from meaning to oppofjs 

°°^^^' therefplution, he felt it but an- aft of comrnon juftice to de- 
clare his perfect concurrency in what the right honourable 
"gentleman had ftated, with all that precifion and accuracy 
which was the conftant charadleriftic of a thorough knov^- 
Jedge of the fubjeft. The bill of 1775 ^^^ "^^^ expiring, 
and therefore he had expefled that a new bill wpuld be 
brouglit in. The right honoiirahle gentleman had taken a 
principal /hare in preparing and conducing the i^xi ft ing bill 
through the Houfe, and at that time he had the benefit of 
the affiftance of an honourable Adn)iral, no longer a mem- 
ber of Parliament ; who, from a long refidence at Newfound- 
land, and a fedulous inveftigation into the nature of the 
fiftieries, was fully enabled to give advice upon the fubjed^. 
Undoubtedly the filheries were great and important nationa) 
concerns; they deferved every poflible encoqragement and 
ifupport, but moll of all, that ancient flaple fifhery of this 
kingdom, the Newfoundland fiftiery. It was to be confi* 
' dercd not merely as a fource of riches aqd commerce, but of 
^ naval power ;in4 maritjme ftrength. He admired the magni- 
ficent queftipn lately put by ^ right honourable gentleman in 
that Houfe, of " who (hould let limits to the naval ftrength 
** of Great Britain?" Thequeftion however was eafily an- 
fwered; the point fct its own limits, for it muft be obvious 
to every man, that it was to no purpofe to expend vaft fums 
in building large fliips of war, and iricreafing the number of 
our fleets, if we did npt get men to man the ftiips with after 
they were builr. Every means therefore for providing nurfe- 
, ries for feapen ought to be carefully attended to by Govern- 

ment an«l by that Houfe, and furelyjione could piove more, 
effeftual for that purpofe than thp encouraging of our fifli- 
eries. 
Wr. Hop^ ' Mr. Hopkins trufted that when the bill to be founded on 
^^** the resolution ihould be bioxi^l \n^ \>:vofe ^N\^ ^t\^ c\\\eflY. 
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concerned in the Newfoundland trade would have f)roper 
time allowed them to make themfelves mafters of it, and to 
confider how far It would or would not prove injurious to 
their interefts. 

Captain Berkeley expreffed his hopes that the right honou- Captain 
rable gentleman did not carry his ideas fo far as to mean to Bsrkdej. 
^na£t, that thofe who had expended ten or fifteen thoufand 
pounds in eredling houfes, flakes, and ftages, on the ifland of 
Newfoundland, were to be deprived of their property, and 
the buildings made common property, and free to the poflSef- 
fion of the firft comers. If fo, what man would venture to 
embark in a trade fo manifeilly injurious to his fortune ? 
Captain Berkeley produced a claufe, which he begged to fub- 
jmit to the right honourable gentleman, and if he approved it, 
he faid, he would move it when the bill fhould be in a Com 
mittee. 

Mr. Jenltnf,n anfwered, the prefent moment was by no Mr. J nk- 
means feafonable to the difcufEon of clavffes for a bill which i»ibu.^ 
yras not yet before the Houfe ; but he owned that he had no 
^conception of any houfes or ftages, ufed in the fifliery, coft- 
ing any thing like ttn or fifteen thoufand pounds. He figni- 
fied his determination, as far as his own opinion went, that 
all buildings not aftually employed in the fifhery at the time 
ifhould be free to the firft: comers* ' 

The refolution pafled. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that when he confidered tliat Mr. Sheri- 
fcarcely many minutes had elapfed fubfequently to the deli- ^^' 
yery of the Keport of the Committee to inquire concerning 
the ftate of the national finances into the hands of the feve- 
rai members of that Houfe, he could not avoid intimating to 
a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) his earneft wiflies 
that he would confent to poftpone the confideration of the 
Report until either the enfuing Monday or Friday. Great 
was the importance of tte fubjeft, and confequently it muft 
make every gentleman defire that it fhould be confidered and 
flifcufTed in as full a Houfe as pofliblc ; and therefore as the 
call of the Houfe itpod for the next Tuefday, he ftiould 
conceive it would be right to let the fubjedl be difcufled as 
near the day of the call as pofllble. He had looked wi^h ac- 
curacy enough in the Report to obferve, that it would not 
give the fatisfa6>ion expedled from it. He was aware that 
another bufinefs flood for Monday, but the deferring of that 
for one or two days, he prefumed, would make, no diti'erence; 
yet if the confideration of the Report was poftponed only 
till Friday, even that flight procraftination would give gen- 
tleman more time to exa:nine and underftand it. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfvv.ered, that iV.e :\v^vxttieTvV^ cA ^^^^>i^^ 
fiffifourable gentleman were by ngmcousVufik'iUvax.o^'^^^'^^^. 
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a delay in a bufinefs of fuch importance, and one to which 
the objedlion of furprize could by no means be made, as it 
had be^n fo long a fubje£l of anxious expeftation, both to 
that Houfe and the Public, and as fuch fteps had been taken 
to bring it forward in a wfell-digefted and methodical manner, 
b'y the Report of the Seleft Committee. It was rather An- 
gular that the honourable gentleman fliould complain that he 
had received a copy of the Report fufficiently early, and yet 
Ihould himfelf have ftated that he had read the whole of it 
fo very accurately as to be able to enter into the detail of it, 
and to ftate fo fully the objeftions which he intended to make. 
The Report, he was perfuaded, would afford ample informa- 
tion to gentlemen who really wiflied to obtain information 
from it, and it was fo clearly and precifely drawn up as to 
require but little ftudy to underftand it completely. As to 
waiting until the call of the Hqufe to bring forward the firft 
motion in the bufinefs, he thought that was by no means the 
method to fecure i^t a complete and full attendance. On t1\e 
contrary, the better way would be to open it previous to the * 
call, fo as to have it in a ftate of forwardncfs at the time 
when the operation of the call (liould be moft ftrong, that fo 
a full confideration in a crouded Houfe might be infured in 
the moft important -ftatc of the bufinefs — the introduction of 
the bilL He indeed, even if he had not l>een called up by the 
honourable .gentleman, intended to have made a motion re- 
lative to the bufinefs, and as an introdu£lion to it^ he fliould 
move, " That His Majefty's moft gracious fpeech to both 
" Houfes of Parliament, upon the 24th of January laft, 
" might be read." The clerk accordingly read, and Mr. Pitt 
concluded with moving, 

^ That this Houfe will, upon Wednefday morning next, 
•* refolve itlelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to con- 
" fider of fo much of His Majefty's faid moft gracious 
" fpeech to both Houfes of Parli.'tment as recommends to 
" this Houfe the eflablifliment of a fixed plan for the reduc- 
" tion of the national debt.^ 

l\lr. Pitt next moved, 

** That the Report vrhich, uf on Tucfday laft, was made 
*^ from the Seleft Committee, to whom ft was referred to 
*' examine and ftate the feveral accounts and other papers 
^* prefented to the Houfe in this fefTion of Parliament re- 
*' lating to the public income and expenditure, and to report 
*^ to the Houfe what may be expefted to be the annual 
** qmount of the faid income and expenditure in future, be 
" referred to the faid Committee." 
fr, Shcri' Mr. Sheridan begged leave \.o levumA the ri^ht honourable 
gentleman of his error, for x\\e y\:iY\vo^e. o^ x^SCxI^^Xtv'^^^Vx^'v. 
he Hwuld not hefitate to affett, \Wx \\^ \^^ ^^ wv^^>^^ '^^v^^ 
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that he had read the whole of the Report ; he only faid, he 
had looked at the Report with fufEcient accuracy to fee that 
it would not afford the Public the fatisfadlion expedled. 
However he certainly would not prefs the matter; but he 
hoped that the right honourable gentleman, by his eagernefs 
for an early day, looked forward to a day of triumph, and 
not to a day of difappointment to the Public, and of difgrace 
to himfelf. As far as he had feen, fo far from the exigence 
of a confiderable furplus, at prefent there was not any, and 
therefore the Report completely difproved all that the right 
honourable gentleman had advanced relative to the matter. 

Mr, Pitt's motions pafled. 

The Eaft-India bill having been, on the motion of Mr. Mr.Dcmp^ 
Dundas, read a third time, Mr. Dcmpjier propofed to annex ^^^■* 
a claufe by way of rider, for the purpofe of limiting the du- 
ration of the avSi of three or five years. Mr. Dempfter juf- 
tified the claufe on the ground, that as the bill was to veft a 
riew and unheard-of difcretionary power in the Governor 
General to enable him to aft in oppofition to the advice of hfs , 
Council,^it was neceffary to limit the duration of theexercife 
of fuch an extraordinary power. 

Mr. Dundas oppofed the bringing up any fuch claufe, as a Mr. Du«- 
matter repugnant to the principle of his bill, which was to *^"' 
cftablifli a permanent government. 

The Houfe divided; Ayes, for bringing up the claufe, 37; 
Noes, 108. 

Sir James Erfkine moved to bring up three other claufes, 
but they were all rejefted without a divlfion. 

The bill then pafled, and Mr. Dundas was ordered to carry 
it to the Lords. , 

The order of the day being read for the fecond reading of 
Stourbridge canal bill, a fhort converfation took place be- 
tween Mr. Minchin, Lord Weftcote, Sir Richard Sutton, 
* TinA others* Mr. Minchin moved to poftponc the fecond 
reading for three months, but afterwards gave up his motion. 

The bill was then read a fecond time, and the Houic pro- 
ceeded to hear counfel and examine witneiTes. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuefday^ 28 th March. 
Nq bufineft took place. 
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